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Welcome to the 2022 DTN One Hope, 
One Boast Conference! Whether you 
are here with us in person or joining us 
online, we are thankful for the chance 
to be able to seek the Lord together 
with you as we explore some of what 
the Scriptures have to say about ”Loving 
His Appearing.” In 2 Timothy 4:8, the 
apostle Paul says, “There is reserved for 
me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give 
me on that day, and not only to me, 
but to all those who have loved his 
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8, CSB). Why should 
Jesus’ people love, or “long for” (NIV), His 
return? Because when He descends on 
the clouds of heaven in power and glory, 
He will, among many other things, put 
an end to death, bring about perfect 
fellowship, set up a perfect kingdom 
of righteousness, remove evil from His 
creation, vindicate God’s name, restore 
all things, and punish the powers of the 
air. We invite you to join us (in person 
or online) at this year’s One Hope, One 
Boast Conference as we set our hearts 
on Jesus’ return.. This is why we are 
gathered together at this conference.

Lord, we commit this conference 
to You, and we ask You to have 
Your way and to work powerfully 
in our midst during this time. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Tim Miller

WELCOME
The One Hope, One 
Boast Conference is a 
gathering organized 
for the purpose of 
encouraging disciples 
of Jesus to place their 
sole conf idence in 
the cross (our “boast”; 
Galations 6:14), as they 
wait patiently for the 
return of Jesus (our 
“blessed hope”; Titus 
2:13).

T H E  V I S I O N
A  D A N I E L  T R A I N I N G  N E T W O R K  C O N F E R E N C E

To equip the church to 
follow Jesus faithfully until 

He returns.

Tim is founder of the Daniel 
Training Network. His passion 
is to see followers of Christ 
embrace a life of the cross. 

WORDS OF FOUNDER

One day closer, dear friends, to our 
King’s return!
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GOSPEL & WEBSITE

GOSPEL-RELATED

We are beyond excited at the 
what our website has to offer! 
A lot of thought and effort 
has been put into making it a 
haven for those hungry to feast 
on the Word of God and grow 
in their understanding of who 
He is. 

Every online resource is assigned 
with a primary “C” from the gospel 
timeline represented above.

There was/is an 
empowering, cleansing, 

and preparatory work 
of the Holy Spirit in and 
through Jesus’ people, 
who, collectively, make 

up his assembly, or 
church.

Like a woman in labor, 
the earth will experience 

increasingly difficult 
contractions as Jesus’ 

return draws nearer and 
nearer.

The King of glory will 
return on the clouds of 

heaven, accompanied by 
countless thousands of 

angels, and death will be 
no more. This is a story 

and promise worth living 
and dying for; this is our 

hope.

CROSS/CHRIST

CRISIS

CURE

RESOURCES

In faithfulness to his 
promises, God sent the 
Messiah a first time in 
order to suffer on the 

cross for the forgiveness 
of sins, and, in the future, 

will send him back to 
the earth to accomplish 
the rest of what he has 

promised.

From the outset God 
made it clear that failure 
to recognize and honor 
him as God, results in 

punishment; 
disobedience and 

rebellion leading to 
death. Man failed to 

honor him. 

When God first made 
the world, he was very 
pleased with what he 

had made. 

CURSE

CREATION

CHURCH

From a particular 
nation—Israel—would 

come a particular 
king—a “Messiah”—who 

would bring salvation. 
Therefore there is hope 
for Israel and the rest of 

humankind as well.

COVENANT
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MINISTRIES

QR CENTRALNETWORK PARTNERS

BUSINESSES

GET STARTED

SEARCH

REGISTER ACCOUNT

THE GOSPEL

COMMUNITY

SUPPORT DTN

TOPICS

DISCUSSION

DTN STORE

/GETSTARTED

/ACCOUNT/REGISTER

/SEARCH

/GOSPEL

/WANT-TO-HELP-DTN

/TOPICS

/DTN-STORE

DISCUSS.DANIELTRAININGNETWORK.ORG

Use your phone camera to scan any of 
the QR codes below and then click the

SCAN TO SEE

popup to access that area. Have fun exploring!
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• Relationships crippled by comparisons, by envy, by avoidance, by insecurities, by misrepresenta-
tion, by misunderstanding, by unreasonable expectations, by suspicion, by superficiality…

• Lack of care…lack of concern…lack of time…lack of commitment…lack of initiative…lack of re-
sponse…lack of safety…lack of communication…

• Potential dangers, risks, and ill intentions assumed in online chat rooms, in the fine print on  
labels and company documents, in interactions between men and women, in child safety policies in 
schools and churches, in keys, in locks, in passwords, in car alarms…

•  Lonely, though surrounded by multitudes…surrounded by multitudes, and yet lonely…

B.  Story

C.  Included among the many tragic consequences of the Fall: Broken, distorted, and corrupted ways of 
 relating
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God 
called out to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard you in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid”.… 15 And I will put hostility between you and the  
woman and between your offspring and her offspring; her offspring will attack your head, and you 
will attack her offspring’s heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your labor pains; 
with pain you will give birth to children. You will want to control your husband, but he will dominate 
you” Genesis 3:8-10, 15-16, NET

• Here we see fallen relationship at so many levels: between God and human beings; between human 
and non-human beings; Yahweh’s loyal followers and those loyal to the serpent, etc. After Genesis 
3, we see things spiraling more and more out of control:

LONGING FOR THE FULLNESS OF 
FELLOWSHIP
I. THE PAIN AND TRAGEDY OF OUR FALLEN SITUATION

A. Introduction

• A driver zooms by in a fit of road rage, giving you the 
fingerwhile passing by…

• Two people quickly walk past one another on a sidewalk, 
with no smile, no “hello,” no eye contact, no warmth, not 
even a small acknowledgment that in that moment we 
are sharing space with a fellow bearer of God’s image…

• Human beings attacking one another with fists, with 
glares, with words, with silence, with jokes, with  
sarcasm…

• People inflicting injury through acts of aggression both 
overt and passive…

• People putting people down…people putting on masks…
people putting on airs…

• Broken friendships…broken marriages…broken cove-
nants…broken trust…broken vows…broken promises…
broken hearts…

Tim Miller

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him. Genesis 4:8, CSB

•  11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one 
another, 12 unlike Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did 
he murder him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. 1 John 
3:11-12, CSB

5 When the Lord saw that human wickedness was widespread on the earth and that every  
inclination of the human mind was nothing but evil all the time, 6 the Lord regretted that he had 
made man on the earth, and he was deeply grieved. Genesis 6:5-6, CSB

D.  What do we mean by “fellowship”? What was God’s original intention for relationship within the 
created order? One Greek word with which many Christians are familiar is the word koinōnia. 
Depending on the context, it is typically translated as “fellowship with” (e.g., 1 Cor. 1:9, ESV), 
“participation in” (e.g.,1 Cor. 10:16, NIV), “sharing” or “sharing in” (e.g., 1 Cor. 10:16, NASB), or 
“partnership in” (e.g., Php. 1:5, ESV), or “communion” (e.g., 1 Cor. 10:16, NKJV). Here are the 
various definitions and glosses proposed by one authoritative Greek-English dictionary (BDAG1):

1.  “close association involving mutual interests and sharing, association, communion, 
fellowship, close relationship (hence a favorite expr. for the marital relationship as the most 
intimate betw. human beings Isocr. 3, 40; BGU 1051, 9 [I a.d.]; 1052, 7; POxy 1473, 33; 3 
Macc 4:6; Jos., Ant. 1, 304; Did., Gen 235, 18. But s. also Diod S 10, 8, 2 ἡ τοῦ βίου κ.= the 
common type or bond of life that unites the Pythagoreans)”

2.  “attitude of good will that manifests an interest in a close relationship, generosity,  
fellow-feeling, altruism”

3. “abstr. for concr. sign of fellowship, proof of brotherly unity, even gift, contribution.”

4.  “participation, sharing τινός in someth.”
E. What a powerful picture of how relationships are supposed to be! Close association…mutual inter-

ests…sharing…communion…close relationship…attitude of goodwill resulting in close relationship…
generosity…fellow-feeling…altruism (“unselfish regard for or devotion to the welfare of others”2)…signs 
of fellowship…proof of brotherly unity…gifts…contributions…

F. These are the kinds of things that God intended to characterize relationships in the universe he creat-
ed. When we stop to think about just how far we have fallen in our ways of relating to and interacting 
with one another, it is deeply grievous and painful. And yet there is hope. When Jesus returns, he 
will restore the fullness of fellowship. This is but one of the many reasons why we as Jesus’ followers 
should join with the apostle Paul in longing for his return:

in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved (“longed 
for” [NIV, NRSV]; “set their hearts on” [REB]) His appearing. 2 Timothy 4:8, NASB95

___________________________

1 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
2000), 552-3.
2 Inc Merriam-Webster,  Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, Inc., 2003), sv.
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II. THE PROMISE
A. It will not always be like this!

B. Isaiah 2:2-5, NIV
2 In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the  
mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will 
come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law (“instruction” [CSB]) will go out 
from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle 
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into  
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 
5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

C.  Hosea 2:14-23, NET
14 However, in the future I will allure her; I will lead her back into the wilderness, and speak  
tenderly to her. 15 From there I will give back her vineyards to her, and turn the “Valley of Trouble” 
into an “Opportunity for Hope.” There she will sing as she did when she was young, when she came 
up from the land of Egypt. 16 “At that time,” declares the Lord, “you will call, ‘My husband’; you will 
never again call me, ‘My master.’ 17 For I will remove the names of the Baal idols from your lips, so 
that you will never again utter their names!” 18 “At that time I will make a covenant for them with the 
wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creatures that crawl on the ground. I will abolish the  
warrior’s bow and sword —that is, every weapon of warfare—from the land, and I will allow them to 
live securely.” 19 I will commit myself to you forever; I will commit myself to you in righteousness 
and justice, in steadfast love and tender compassion. 20 I will commit myself to you in faithfulness; 
then you will acknowledge the Lord.” 21 “At that time, I will willingly respond,” declares the Lord. “I 
will respond to the sky, and the sky will respond to the ground; 22 then the ground will respond to 
the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil; and they will respond to ‘God Plants’ (Jezreel) (cf., e.g., Dt. 
30:8-9)! 23 Then I will plant her as my own in the land. I will have pity on ‘No Pity’ (Lo-Ruhamah). I will 
say to ‘Not My People’ (Lo-Ammi), ‘You are my people!’ And he will say, ‘You are my God!’ ” 

D. Isaiah 11:6, 9, NIV
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 
yearling together; and a little child will lead them…. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my 
holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

G. 1 Thessalonians 2:17-19, BHT
17 As for us, brothers, after we were torn away from you (only in body, not in our thoughts; I trust the 
rupture will last only a little while), we missed you terribly and were extremely anxious to come and 
see you again in person. 18 That is why we wanted to return to you. I, Paul, tried to do so time and 
again, and yet Satan blocked our way. 19 What, after all, is our hope, our joy, and the victor’s crown 
of honor we will receive in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? It is you, isn’t it? 20 Yes, 
you yourselves are the glorious reward we will receive and the cause of our joy.  

II. MY HOPE AND PRAYER FOR THIS CONFERENCE
A. My prayer and goal for the conference: The sharing of the gospel and the sharing of lives, unto a  

joy-filled signpost of the fullness of fellowship to come.

…As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 7 but we were gentle among you, like 
a mother caring for her little children. 8 We loved you so much that we were delighted to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 
1 Thessalonians 2:6-8, NIV84

3 what we have seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have fellowship with us; 
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete. 1 John 1:3-4, CSB

B.  People often ask me, “What is DTN?” I sometimes joke, “Well, we are a bunch of friends with a website.” 
Here is what I mean: “Although it might not look impressive by modern ministry and organizational  
standards, we are doing all we can to keep the sharing of the gospel and the sharing of lives at the  
center of what we do.” The word “training” and our online resource center represent the sharing of the  
gospel, and the word “Daniel” (“God is my judge”) represents the importance of Jesus’ followers being 
anchored in the wisdom of the gospel especially at the end of the age. The word “network” represents 
the sharing of lives. We intentionally organize the One Hope, One Boast Conference with these two  
priorities in mind

C. This year’s conference title: “Loving His Appearing: Why Jesus’ People Should Long for His Return.” 
When Jesus returns, he will restore the fullness of fellowship! This is but one of the many reasons why 
we as his followers should love, long for, and set our hearts on his return. In this conference we will be 
exploring many other reasons as well. 

D. Pull out conference booklets and give a quick overview 
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Pearly Gates to live a life of bliss. This conception is far removed from the biblical witness. Rather, 
the Bible depicts heaven under the wrath of God, the scene of cosmic warfare, and finally subject 
to dissolution prior to the creation of a new heaven. This ambivalence surrounding heaven is to be 
expected because of the fundamental antithetical structure of biblical eschatology, which is conceived 
in terms of this present evil age and the age to come. It must be stressed that in this framework this 
whole age experiences turbulence, disquiet, and flux; both heaven and earth experience the wrath of 
God, the powers of evil, personal incompleteness, and temporality. Only the age to come is ‘heaven’ 
in any idyllic sense.” (C. R. Schoonhoven, “Heaven,” ISBE, 2:6)

II. ETERNAL LIFE AND THE AGE TO COME
A. In the biblical view of time, there is a distinction between this present age and the age (or ages) to 

come. It is important to understand the delineation that is separated by the Day of The Lord and live 
our lives accordingly. Misplaced hope and unmet expectations can sabotage the longevity and vitality 
of the disciple of Jesus.

• Jesus said, ”Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he will 
receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come,  
eternal life. (Mark 10:29, 30 NASB)

• but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry nor are given in marriage; for they cannot even die anymore, because they are 
like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. Luke 20:35, 36 NASB

LONGING FOR THE AGE TO COME
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Celestial shores. Soul being clothed immortal wings its flight 
to realms above. Sweet by and by. Beulah Land. Common 
misconceptions about heaven lead to a distorted hope.

1. Platonic influence distorts the biblical hope making it a 
disembodied and ethereal existence in the clouds

2. The hope of the Jewish Scriptures is earthly, physical, 
and material.

3. A clear picture of the prize gives motivation and incentive 
to run hard and live sacrificially.

• “Trying to develop an appetite for an eternity of  
disembodied existence is like trying to develop an  
appetite for gravel” -Randy Alcorn

B.  Instead of an immaterial heavenly destiny, the restored 
heavens and earth will be a “home of righteousness” with 
Jesus the Messiah on the throne of David in the Kingdom 
of Israel ruling over all creation. God’s dwelling will be with 
man.

C.  “The popular conception of heaven revolves around clouds, 
harps, and angels, with humanity marching through the

Jake Paurus

• Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in  
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them 
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for 
themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life. I Timothy 6:17-19 NKJV

• The one who loves his life will lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. John 12:25

 III. LAYING HOLD OF ETERNAL LIFE
A.  Eternal life is the end goal of discipleship,It takes training, preparation, discipline and endurance 

to attain. It is the sole focus, treasure, and delight of followers of Jesus.

•  12 Not that I have already reached the goal or am already fully mature, but I make  
every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:  
Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, 14 I pursue as my goal 
the prize promised by God’s heavenly call (See vs. 20-21) in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, 
all who are mature should think this way. And if you think differently about anything, 
God will reveal this also to you. 16 In any case, we should live up to whatever truth we 
have attained. 17 Join in imitating me, brothers, and observe those who live according to 
the example you have in us. 18 For I have often told you, and now say again with tears, 
that many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is 
their stomach (appetite NASB); their glory is in their shame. They are focused on earthly 
things, 20 but our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humble condition into the 
likeness of His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subject everything to 
Himself. Philippians 3:12-21 HCSB

 • Don’t you know that the runners in a stadium all race, but only one receives the prize? Run in 
   such a way to win the prize. 1 Corinthians 9:24, HCSB

B. The Maranatha Marathon. We’ve got a race to run. Instead of being a brief sprint of faith, this is a 
long-distance haul.

1.  “binding up the loins of your mind,” a figure of speech drawn from the Middle Eastern 
practice of gathering up long robes around the waist to prepare for work or action. Net Bible 
Note 1 Peter 1:13

• That is why, bracing your minds for a difficult race, (difficult fight, or for a difficult  
task/effort) and exercising self-control, you must set your hope fully and completely on the 
gracious salvation that will be granted to you, yes, when Jesus the Messiah is revealed.  
1 Peter 1:13, BHT

• Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off  
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with  
perseverance the race marked out for us, Hebrews 12:1, NIV

• You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth?  
Galatians 5:7 NIV

• But the person who endures to the end will be saved. Matthew 24:13 NET

C. The call to eternal life is a race marked with trials, persecutions, and suffering. It is in the job  
description. As believers, it is our destiny.
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•  13 “Enter through the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad the road that leads to utter 
ruin, and those who enter through it are many. 14 But how narrow is the gate and filled with 
suffering the road that leads to life, and those who find it are few. Matthew 7:13-14 BHT

•  21  When they had proclaimed the gospel in that city and instructed a considerable num-
ber of disciples, they made their way back north to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 
22 strengthening the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith.“It is God’s will for us 
to enter the Kingdom of God through many trials and persecutions and sufferings in this 
age,” they said. Acts 14:21-22 BHT

•  3 so that no one would be shaken by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are 
destined for this. 4 For in fact when we were with you, we were telling you in advance that 
we would suffer affliction, and so it has happened, as you well know. 2 Thessalonians 3:3-4 
NET

• See also Mt 24:21; Jn 16:33; Rm 5:3; 2 Co 1:8, 4:16-18, 6:4, 8:2; Eph 3:13; Col 1:24; 1 Th 1:6, 3:3; 
2 Th 1:4; Heb 11:35-36; Re 2:9-11, 7:14. 

IV. THE DANGER OF DISQUALIFICATION: WARNINGS FROM ISRAEL’S HISTORY
•  26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating 

the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 10:1 For I do not want you to be  
ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and 
that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they 
drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.  
5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the 
wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts 
on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The 
people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit 
sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them 
died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do 
not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 1 Corinthians 
9:27-10:10

A. Paul disciplined himself in order that his life would be in line with the message he preached.  
Conversely, Israel’s rebellion in the wilderness (Numbers 13-14, 20, Exodus 32) is an example of  
losing sight of the reward and being disinherited from the Promise.

B. Enduring hardship and running for the prize are critical to finishing well. So is avoiding common pitfalls 
that take us out of the race.

• DON”T crave evil things/idolatry

• DON’T be sexually immoral

• DON’T presume upon God’s mercy/ put Christ to the test

• DON’T have a constant state of bitterness and complaining

V. THE DANGER OF DISQUALIFICATION: WARNINGS FROM ISRAEL’S HISTORY
A.  6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering (Wine poured out completing the  

sacrifice, Numbers 15:1-10), and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righ-
teousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:6-8 NIV

B.  At the time that Paul wrote Second Timothy, he was imprisoned in Rome, awaiting the moment of his 
own execution, which would be death by decapitation. Paul is nearing the end of his life and ministry 
and he knows it. His time of departure is before him.

C. “Loving Jesus appearing” sums up the big picture hope of Eternal Life in the gospel. This is the ulti-
mate prize and treasure of the Christian. The day Jesus’ comes back is the Blessed hope (Titus 2:11-
13)

•  11 For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, 12 instructing us to deny 
godlessness and worldly lusts and to live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the 
present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 
and to cleanse for Himself a people for His own possession, eager to do good works. Titus 
2:11-14

D.Paul is confident that the reward for his suffering is before him, the crown of righteousness. The Greek 
word for a “crown” in these verses is not the word for a royal diadem, as a king would wear. Rather, 
it is the Greek word stephanos, which describes the crown given to athletes — most notably, runners 
— after they had run their race or finished their contest victoriously. It was generally referred to as a 
victor’s crown. All those who have set their hope on Jesus’ return will receive the reward.

IV. DON’T BE A DEMAS
A.   8 which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but 

also to all who have loved His appearing. 9 Make every effort to come to me soon; 10 for Demas, 
having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica  2 Timothy 4:8-10

B. Who is Demas? A colaborer with Paul who deserted him. They were working closely together as part-
ners, sharing work and responsibility. There is even the suggestion of equality in the word co-worker.”  
He is mentioned in Philemon and Colossians.

• Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my colaborers, greet you too. Philemon 24

• Our dear friend Luke the physician and Demas greet you. Colossians 4:14

C.  If Colossians was written in 59-61 AD and 2 Timothy in 66-67 AD, we can assume Demas was asso-
ciated with Paul for at least 5-10 years. He knew the message, he saw the miracles, he witnessed the 
suffering.

D. We know he was staying with Paul, who was in prison at this point. As a co-worker, it meant further 
suffering for the gospel, and so he went back to Thessalonica, which may have been his hometown; 
Perhaps he found the apostle’s demands too rigorous and some think he actually apostocized.

E. Paul described him as being in love with this present world.

V. DO NOT LOVE THIS AGE
A.  The heart of the matter is the desires of our heart that are in conflict with the things of God. We need to 

be weened of an appetite of worldly things that keep us from loving God.

• “Do not love (Strong’s 25: To love, wish well to, take pleasure in, long for; esteem.) the 
world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in 
them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, 
but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” 1 John 2:15-17 NIV

• For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole world but forfeits his life? Or what 
can a person give in exchange for his life? Matthew 16:26 NET
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5.  YHWH will act for the sake of restoring the Holiness of His Name

6.  YHWH vindicating His name means redeeming/vindicating the things that are attached to His name 
in order to regain the glory they are intended to give Him

7.  In doing so the Sanctification of YHWH’s Name within His created framework will be restored to 
bring Him the glory due His name

C. “I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another…  Isaiah 42:8

D. “Now I will arise,” says the LORD, “Now I will be exalted, now I will be lifted up. Isaiah 33:10 

II. VINDICATION = RECEIVING THE GLORY DUE YOUR NAME
A.  Vindicate: show or prove to be right, reasonable, or justified: more sober views were vindicated by 

events.

1. “You were right.”

B. YHWH’s vindication hinges upon the events by which He is shown to be right.

1. The idea encapsulated in a song: Revelation 15:8 And they sang the song of Moses, the 
bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous are Your 
works, Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!

2. Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect…

a.  God will show in the sight of the entire earth that His work is flawless.

LONGING FOR THE VINDICATION  
         OF GOD’S NAME

I. THE GROUNDHOG

A. I had been watching from on high this groundhog invading 
my garden. I am the owner of that garden. You have been 
destroying my garden. You act like the garden is yours. I will 
punt you out of my garden to show you that I am who I said 
I am.

B. Ezekiel 36:22-28

1. YHWH’s Name is Holy––it is different and other than 

2. Within His story, YHWH attached certain things to His 
Name in order to show His glory

3. Many of these things are not representing Him  
correctly––not bringing Him glory

4. Because of this incorrect representation, the wrong con-
clusions are being drawn about YHWH and Who He is 
(The Holiness of His Name has come into question)

a. i.e. God chose Israel and they failed; the church is the 
new Israel. Make no mistake, this is a 
vindication of YHWH’s Name issue. 

Stephen Holmes

• The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way 
they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. Luke 
8:14 NIV

B. The bottom line is that we need the longing for the gospel hope burning brightly in our hearts, 
families, and communities. Keeping this focus requires daily self-denial and the power of the Holy 
Spirit to keep us from growing dull and hardened to the gospel message. It is difficult to not go 
with the flow of the culture of eating, drinking, and being merry. It’s certainly easier to long for the 
age to come in times of suffering, but what can we do now in a time of comfort and ease to culti-
vate our hearts in the hope of the gospel? How do we develop an appetite for the age to come?
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III. BIG IDEA: FOR THE EARTH WILL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD AS THE 
WATERS COVER THE SEA - ISAIAH 11

A.  What does it mean, it practical terms, for the earth to be full of the knowledge of YHWH?

1. YHWH getting glory within the framework He created for His glory.

B. The framework He created to explain how He desires to get glory is the Law and the Prophets… The 
New Testament explains this is the case, and Revelation show shows us how it’s all going to go down. 

1.  Matthew 5:17“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come 
to abolish but to fulfill. 18“For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

2. Essentially these ideas boil down to everything that YHWH has said, every word that is inherently 
attached to Him, has a future climax and consummation when He alone is found to be true. The end 
result is that everyone on the earth possesses this knowledge about HIM, as experiential knowl-
edge, as we behold Him actually fulfill every single word He has spoken, and this vindicates His 
holy name, showing Him to truly be other than. 

3.  Jeremiah 31:31 They will not teach again, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 
them,” declares the LORD

4. The exhilaration of what we experience in the age to comets likely singularly hinged upon YHWH 
finally getting to be all of who He is with resurrected people. He’s just going to be Himself, and we 
will finally be ourselves…

IV. WHAT DOES YHWH’S VINDICATION INVOLVE?
A.  YHWH’s name is attached to things that He intends to get glory from

1. Lebron James: Bronny James

2. Everything that He intends to get glory from will be restored to its proper place of giving Him glory

V. YHWH’S NAME AND GLORY ATTACHED TO CREATION
A.  God spoke and the heavens and earth were created so His vindication involves the heavens and the 

earth doing what He originally intended them to do

1.  Psalm 19:1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the 
work of His hands.

B.  Man was created by God in the image of God as the representative of God’s glory

1.  1 Corinthians 11:7 A man, you see, should not cover his head since it is the image and glory 
of God that he reflects. As for the woman it is the glory of the man that she reflects.

VI. YHWH’S GLORY ATTACHED TO ISRAEL
A.  Israel was entrusted with the oracles of YHWH (Rom. 3:2) - They were the only people given His 

words and He wanted them to give them to other people:

1. Deuteronomy 4 Calling

2.  Isaiah 44:23 Shout for joy, O heavens, for the LORD has done it! Shout joyfully, you lower 
parts of the earth; Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains, O forest, and every tree in 
it; For the LORD has redeemed Jacob And in Israel He shows forth His glory.

3. Mini-Cities at lego land in England

a. “But where is Israel?”

b. “It doesn’t bother me at all actually”

c. “But Moshiach will come and rebuild Jerusalem and restore the earth from Zion”

d. “But it will be nothing like this.”

e. Zechariah 8:3 “Thus says the LORD, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD 
of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’

VII. HOW DOES YHWH’S VINDICATION HAPPEN? YHWH’S GLORY IN YESHUA
A. By, to, for, from and through Yeshua the Messiah

B. Col. 1:15-20 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, for 
through him were created all things in the heavens and on the earth, things visible and things 
invisible. Whether thrones, or dominions or rulers or authorities, in the case of all things it is 
through him and for him that they have been created. He is before all things, and all things 
through him hold together in their assigned place. He is the head of his body, the assembly; 
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, and so, just as planned, has become supreme 
in every respect. For in his Son God gladly chose to have His full nature dwell, and through 
him to reconcile the whole creation to himself, by making peace through his blood shed on the 
cross––through him, whether the things on the earth, or the things in the heavens.

C. YHWH being vindicated is the consummate answer to Pilate’s ominous question at the crucifixion: 
What is truth? And the Man who stood before Him will stand before the whole earth and say “I will 
show you.” 

D. We are talking about a real timeframe where Jesus steps back into the space of this earth in a very 
dramatic way to be the agent approved by the Father to confirm His words and restore His glory.

1.  Revelation 19:13 He was wearing a cloak soaked with blood, and His title was ‘The Word of 
God.’

E. Think about what He will be like, and how expansive the glory will be when we behold Him as the word 
of God in the flesh, fulfilling every word He spoke in the Scriptures. This is something we have only 
read about, but with resurrected eyes we will see Him do this.

VIII. YHWH’S GLORY IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
A. The Holy Spirit will be vindicated as the very breath of YHWH. His gifts will be vindicated as they be-

come the new norm of the resurrection. His power to overcome sin will be vindicated as He puts the 
law in our hearts so that we no longer transgress.  He will vindicate the First Commandment by en-
abling us to actually love YHWH with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength! And our hearts will burn 
within us…

IX. HOW DO WE RESPOND TO THIS
A. Repent because the time is near…

1.  Mark 1:15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.”

B. Pray The Lord’s Prayer

1.  Matthew 6:9 BHT …this is how you are to pray: Our Father in the heavens, may the holiness 
of your great name be vindicated. 

a. May the day come when you get the glory you deserve!

C. Pray in a way that strengthens our hearts in this hope so that we stand firm!
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1.  Psalm 119:49 Remember the word to Your servant, In which You have made me hope.

2.  119:81 My soul languishes for Your salvation; I wait for Your word.

3.  119:42 So I will have an answer for him who reproaches me, For I trust in Your word.

a.  God has caused men to hope in His words. It strengthens the mind and heart to actually 
take time to think about what it will be like when He fulfills everything He has said.

D.  Worship in Spirit and Truth

1.  1 Chronicles 16:8-36

a.  Praise and worship now are built upon the caveat of hope that one day God will get ALL the 
glory for every single thing He has done.

E.  Exhort One another regarding these things

1.  1 Thessalonians 4 :18 So then, constantly exhort and console one another with these 
words.

2. God intends the idea of His own vindication to be a powerful hope and anchor ungirding how 
we live. 

F. Walk in Sobriety Carrying the Fear of the Lord 

1. The time before these events is so deceptive we should not view ourselves out of the scenario 
of falling away or being deceived.

2. Jacob’s Trouble is not something we can put a handle on. It is not a my car broke down, what 
do I do scenario. We do not have a relatable context to such trial and the hour is late.

3. Luke 21: we must watch and pray to stand before the Son of Man

4. Letting this immense hope be the plumb line that helps us see all things in correct perspective, 
driving us to pray and be sober, and consecrate ourselves in greater measure to the work of 
the Gospel so that after having preached we would not be disqualified.

G. Walk in Joy of This Future Hope 

1. Nehemiah - the joy of the Lord is your strength

2. We need the joy the Lord in living in the reality of this hope

3. Our hope is to rebuild the city of Jerusalem for the Great King of Israel. We can live in this joy 
currently and while the sweat covers our brow, we smile and are reminded of the day when we 
will lift the stones of that city into place without breaking a sweat.

X. IMAGINING THE WHOLE PICTURE CONSUMMATING IN HIS SUPREME GLORY

and stars) was good… 21 And God saw that it (fish and birds) was good…  25 And God saw that it (land 
animals) was good… 31 God saw all that he had made (including man), and it was very good.

a.  Praise and worship now are built upon the caveat of hope that one day God will get ALL the 
glory for every single thing He has done.

2. This perfection was disrupted by sin, and death entered. 

Genesis 2:16-17 (NIV)
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, ”You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  17 but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will  
surely die.”

Genesis 3:17, 19 (NIV)
17 To Adam he said… 19 ”By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

3.  Thus, death is the central problem of existence and the ultimate enemy to be destroyed. Just as an 
event of sin brought death into the world, so will an event promised by God drive death out of the world. 

Genesis 3:15 (NIV)
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.

III. AWAKENED TO DEATH

A. In order to long for something, there is a sense of desperation.

B. If we are going to understand the massiveness of having hope with death being overturned, it is first 
important to feel the weightiness of death in the equation of this age and life in general.

LONGING FOR THE OVERCOMING OF
         DEATH

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Recent Family Journey

1. In-laws passing away after years of caring for them  
B. Impact of Death

1. Humbling process 

2. Tears down whatever walls of security you thought you 
built

II. DEATH INTRODUCED
A. The Beginning Without Death

1. The original intent of God in creating the earth was on-
going well-being (i.e. “good”) in the context of existential 
perfection (i.e. no death).

Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31 (NIV)
4 God saw that the light was good… 10 And God saw that it 
(land and seas) was good… 12 And God saw that it (plants and 
trees) was good… 18 And God saw that it (sun, moon

Richee Parks
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C. Suddenness of death

1. Jordan - My first pet

a.  The deep affect Jordan’s death had on me.

James 4:13-14 (BHT)
13 Now listen carefully, ᵖyou who say, “Today or tomorrow we are going to travel to such and such 
town, and we’ll spend a year there and do some business and bring in a profit”— 14 you who don’t 
even know what tomorrow will bring! What is your life like? You are a mere vapor, which appears for 
but a moment and then is gone.

2. Pastor Gary

Isaiah 40:5-8 (NET) 
The splendor of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it at the same time. For the LORD 
has decreed it.” A voice says, ”Cry out!” Another asks, ”What should I cry out?” The first voice re-
sponds: ”All people are like grass, and all their promises are like the flowers in the field. The grass 
dries up, the flowers wither, when the wind sent by the LORD blows on them. Surely humanity is like 
grass. The grass dries up, the flowers wither, but the decree of our God is forever reliable.”

IV. RECENT HISTORICAL SAMPLES OF MAGNITUDE AND INTENSITY OF DEATH

A. Holocaust

1. Number of deaths from 1939 - 1945: 6 million Jews; 5.7 million Soviet civilians; 2.5 million Soviet 
P.O.W.s; 1.8 million Polish civilians; 312,000 Serb civilians; 250,000 disabled; between 250,000 and 
500,000 gypsies; 1900 Jehovah’s Witnesses; 70,000 repeat criminal offenders

a. Total deaths from militaries in WW2 (not including Holocaust deaths): 40 to 50 million

B. Abortion

1. 1973 - 2021: 63,459,781 reported abortions; likely much higher

2. Up until the recent Supreme Court ruling, 1 baby was aborted every 37 seconds

a.  98 babies every hour

C. The magnitude of death that history has seen is impossible to grasp

D. Each life matters

1. Therefore, each death carries significant weight and obviously matters

V. THE STING OF DEATH
1 Corinthians 15:55 (BHT)
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”

A. A sting grabs your attention

1. When you or others around you get stung, it demands your attention. You can’t ignore it.

2. Brave Wilderness - Coyote Peterson

B. No minimizing “the sting”

1. This is the most devastating effect that evolutionism and its philosophical predecessors have had 
on the gospel: the desensitization of people to the perversion and hideousness of death.

a.  i.e. News anchors sharing news about death and them being desensitized. “...now on to  
football…” Gives thought of if Adam could have got a glimpse into our modern news, and how 
he would have been horrified. Bombarded by death all around us can make us so accustomed 
to it that we can’t identify it as the ultimate enemy, and testify of the reversal of death and  
resurrection, etc.

b.  If you concede with death, then you lose the potency of the resurrection and the overall hope of 
the gospel - overcoming death! The resurrection of our bodies is the blessed hope.

2. “Until the gospel message is purified of all its compromises with death, it will only be a retarded 
  message that gives the human heart a retarded hope, which thus produces a retarded response in 
  lifestyle.” - John Harrigan

1 Corinthians 15:30-34 (NIV) 

30 And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour?  31 I die every day-- I mean that, broth-
ers-- just as surely as I glory over you in Christ Jesus our Lord.  32 If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus 
for merely human reasons, what have I gained? If the dead are not raised, ”Let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die.”  33 Do not be misled: ”Bad company corrupts good character.”  34 Come back to 
your senses as you ought (“Wake up from your drunken stupor” ESV), and stop sinning; for there are 
some who are ignorant of God-- I say this to your shame.

3. If people concede to the product (death), they will concede to the cause (sin). People’s war against 
 sin is in direct proportion to their belief in the reversal of death (i.e. the resurrection of the dead).

a. “The refrain to which this world returns, again and again, is YOLO. ‘You only live once’, they 
say. Therein lies the sting of death - it is final and puts an end to life. Yet, they couldn’t be more 
wrong. Death is temporary. Resurrection will have the final word. We will live again!” - Bill Sco-
field

4. Some of the most deceptive belief systems being embedded in today’s churches fall apart in the face 
      of persecution, suffering, and death. 

a. They leave their followers wanting, confused, and scraping for any semblance of comfort when 
trial begins to creep in. So much is built on creating a belief system that has self-preservation at 
the center. 

b. “The sting” will reveal how hollow those systems are.

A. When facing the sting of death, some level of crisis is inevitable. 

1. It is the end of something for all. The question is, what does each person anchor themselves in 
beyond “the end”.

a. For those who believe this age is it, their faith is anchored in the “now” (what they can get in the 
vapor of this life) and the crisis level will be extreme for them in the end. Temporary fulfillment 
followed by eternal struggle. The sting is severe and that will be the in-your-face reality directly 
before, and at death.

Psalm 49:6-17 (NET)
They trust in their wealth and boast in their great riches. Certainly a man cannot rescue his brother; 
he cannot pay God an adequate ransom price (the ransom price for a human life is too high, and 
people go to their final destiny), so that he might continue to live forever and not experience death. 
Surely one sees that even wise people die; fools and spiritually insensitive people all pass away and 
leave their wealth to others. Their grave becomes their permanent residence, their eternal dwelling 
place. They name their lands after themselves, but, despite their wealth, people do not last, they are 
like animals that perish. This is the destiny of fools, and of those who approve of their philosophy.
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(Selah) They will travel to Sheol like sheep, with death as their shepherd. The godly will rule 
over them when the day of vindication dawns; Sheol will consume their bodies and they will no 
longer live in impressive houses. But God will rescue my life from the power of Sheol; certainly 
he will pull me to safety. (Selah) Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich and his wealth  
multiplies! For he will take nothing with him when he dies; his wealth will not follow him down 
into the grave.

b. But for those who place their faith in the age to come, their crisis has been sufficiently taken 
care of and they will proclaim, “Death, where is your sting!” They long for the overturning of 
death!

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 (BHT)
51 Listen carefully, I am going to tell you a mystery: Not all of us will die, but all of us will be 
transformed 52 in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the final trumpet. When the trumpet 
sounds, you see, the dead will be raised to life not subject to decay, and we will be transformed. 

53 It is God’s plan, you see, for this body of decay to become clothed with that which is not  
subject to decay, and for this mortal body to become clothed with immortality. 54 When this body 
of decay becomes clothed with that which is not subject to death, moreover, and this mortal 
body becomes clothed with immortality, then what is written in the Scriptures will be fulfilled:

“Death will certainly be swallowed up in victory!”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”

c. Alan Cleaver 

 c) Taken to the hospital

B. The weeks and months after the injury

1. Initial ICU and God’s presence

2. Shepherd Center

3. Faith for healing

III. MONTHS AND YEARS AFTER RETURNING HOME
A. The initial year to two years were spent pursuing healing 

1. There was the assumption that God always wanted healing, every time.

B. The transition that began to occur in my own heart

1. Through a prophetic type word I was introduced to David Gordon as a spiritual mentor

2. On Monday nights I was introduced to a different Gospel than I’d been used to

a) James 1:2–3 (NET 2nd ed.): 2  consider it nothing but  joy when you  fall into all sorts of 
trials, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.

b) The concept of suffering is all throughout the Bible, but can be completely overlooked when  
someone is operating out of the word of faith movement, prosperity gospel movement, or faith  
healing in general. It is as though your brain passes over or re-interprets straightforward passag-
es about suffering. If suffering is discussed at all within those movements, it is wardened off to 
only being a suffering from persecution, not suffering more generally.

LONGING FOR A RESTORED BODY
I. CAMERON’S JOURNEY BEFORE ACCIDENT

A. Prior to Jesus

B. Initial awakening to Jesus

1. In a Jewish synagogue

2. Introduction to the word of faith movement

II. THE STORY OF CAMERON’S INJURY
A. The day of the injury

1. Dove into shallow water

2. Moments under the water before being rescued

 a) Prayer

 b) Peace

 c) Breath

3. The moments after being rescued

 a) Calling on Jesus

 b) Family coming and praying

Cameron Horner
 (1)  Trumpeted this type of attitude in how he walked for Christ and it showed when he was 
  remembered in May 2018.

VI. PRIMARY ELEMENT OF THE GOSPEL: THE REVERSAL OF DEATH
A. We long for the wrong things to made right!

Isaiah 25:8 (NET)
he will swallow up death permanently. The sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from every face, 
and remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. Indeed, the LORD has announced it!

1 Corinthians 15:20-22, 26 (NIV)
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  
22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive… 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death.

1. This “crushing” event which purges death from the earth is the central hope of mankind.  It is not 
even the “crushing” event that is really the hope, but rather it is what the crushing event produces—
the reversal of death—that is the deepest longing of every human heart.  As death is the central 
problem of existence, so is its removal the central hope.

Revelation 21:3-4 (NIV)
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ”Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will 
live with them (as in the beginning).  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 
be their God.  4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain (as in the beginning), for the old order of things (post-Fall) has passed away.”

Isa 26:19 (NET)
Your dead will come back to life; your corpses will rise up. Wake up and shout joyfully, you who live 
in the ground! For you will grow like plants drenched with the morning dew, and the earth will bring 
forth its dead spirits.
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c)  As I began seeing the gospel for what it was, I began seeing these scriptures in a different light. 
I eventually began to rejoice in suffering because of the rewards that are promised to those who 
remain faithful in suffering.

(1) James 1:12 (NET 2nd ed.): Happy is the one who endures testing, because when he 
has proven to be genuine, he will receive the crown of life that God promised to those 
who love him.

d)  We rejoice not because sufferings are enjoyable or pleasant, but because of what they produce 
in us and because of that for which they prepare us. Suffering and difficult circumstances pro-
vide the context in which our loyalty to Jesus is demonstrated, and they are among the means 
used by Jesus to prepare us for the age to come. As Peter said in chapter 1, we are being 
prepared for a “salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time,” that is, “at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (1 Pt. 1:15, 7 CSB). As Paul says in 2 Cor. 4:17, “our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (NIV).

IV. JESUS ALWAYS HEALED EVERYONE?
A. When thinking theologically about disabilities and healing, the ministry of Jesus is one of the first  

places we should look. 

1. It is a mistake to argue that Jesus always healed everyone, he simply did not. There are a number 
of stories in which Jesus healed one person but left a number of others in the situation.

2. However, it would also be a mistake to downplay the healing ministry of Jesus; he would heal entire 
towns and anyone who came to him! Here are just a few examples from Matthew.

a) Matthew 12:15 “But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed Him, and He 
healed them all”

b) Matthew 14:14 “When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for 
them and healed their sick.”

c) Matthew 14:36 “and they implored Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; 
and as many as touched it were cured.”

d) Matthew 15:30 “And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, 
crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He 
healed them.”

3. Luke makes a statement that helps us understand these major healing events. Luke 9:11“But the 
crowds were aware of this and followed Him; and welcoming them, He began speaking to them about 
the kingdom of God and curing those who had need of healing.”

a) Notice the connection between the preaching of the kingdom and the healing of bodies. Jesus is 
teaching people what the kingdom will be like and then demonstrating it through his ministry. 

b) In other words, Jesus is doing Messiah stuff!

4. These passages about the healing ministry of Jesus should gird up the hearts of those who suffer with 
broken bodies or broken minds. They are meant to point to the age to come in a significant way!

IV. CONCLUSION
A. Before, my faith in God’s healing was strong, but slightly misplaced. As God taught me the truth about 

this age and the truth about the age to come he slowly led me towards a place where my faith was 
more than just a faith for healing. I had faith for healing, but now I have faith for when healing doesn’t 
come.

B. Let’s close by considering the faith of those in Hebrews chapter 11. 

1. Hebrews 11:1 (NIV): Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.

2. The men and women of Hebrews chapter 11 were able to sacrifice great things because of their 
confidence in what was to come at the restoration of all things! They could lay down their bodies 
because they knew they would receive new ones! Faith for them with a confidence in this hoped for 
reality and an assurance of the things that they were not able to see yet.
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F.  Our righteousness in this age will have continuity into righteousness in the age to come. 

II. RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE AGE TO COME
A. Messiah Jesus the righteous one will come again and rule the nations in righteousness (Ps 72:1-11; Jer 

23:5-6, 33:14-16; Isa 9:6-7, 11:4-5, 16:5, 32:1).

B.  Jerusalem will be called the city of righteousness (Isa 1:26-27, 32:15-18, 51:6; Dan 9:24; Zech 8:1-8).

C.  All Jews “Israel” will be righteous in that day and the law “torah” will go forth from Zion/Jerusalem (Isa 
2:1-4, 60:21; Jer 31:31-34; Rom 11:26-27).

D.  God’s people, Jew and Gentile, will come into marriage with Jesus our bridegroom in righteousness, 
justice, lovingkindness, compassion and faithfulness (Isa 61:1-11, 62:1-5; Hos 2:14-23; Rev 19:7-10).

E.  Righteousness will dwell in the new heavens and new earth (II Peter 3:10-14).

LONGING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS
I. RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THIS AGE

A.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied in the coming kingdom (Matt 5:6, 
5:10, 6:33).

B.  We will have confidence without shame at His coming  
because we practice righteousness (I John 2:28-29).

C.  Practicing righteousness is obeying the 2nd table of the ten 
commandments which governs relations between people 
(forbidding murder, adultery, theft, lying and coveting). This 
is a preparation of purifying ourselves by right conduct in 
light of the way of life and righteousness when Messiah  
Jesus comes with His Kingdom (Isa 2:1-4; Luke 18:1-14; 
Rom 13:8-14; II Tim 3:16-17). 

D.  We must judge righteously in the midst of God’s people 
(Deut 1:13-17; Matt 18:15-20; I Cor 5:1-13; Gal 6:1-2; 
James 5:19-20; I John 5:16).

E.  Warnings for those who practice unrighteousness in light 
of His coming Kingdom (Numb 15:30-31; Deut 17:1-13, 
19:11-21; Matt 7:21-23; I Cor 6:9-10; II Cor 12:20-21; Gal 
5:19-21; Eph 4:17-5:6; Col 3:5-9; Heb 10:26-31; Rev 21:8).

David Gordon
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a. Understood was that when the Ancient of Days intervened against the kingdoms of this world 
was the day when judgment from God was handed out. The saints were declared righteous and 
the wicked would be thrown into the lake of fire. 

2. And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his 
presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those 
who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with 
brimstone Revelation 12:20

3. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 
of fire. Revelation 20:15

4. But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it 
in the day of judgment Matthew 12:36

5. then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment for the day of judgment 2 Peter 2:9

6. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; Let the sea roar, and all it contains; Let the 
field exult, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy Before the Lord, 
for He is coming, For He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteous-
ness And the peoples in His faithfulness. Psalm 96:11-13

III. THE SCRIPTURES COMMAND US TO DO JUSTLY UNTO OTHERS
A. There is a way in which we are to conduct ourselves that is pleasing to God.

B. The Lord is able to work through the agencies of man to establish righteous ways of living. Ways that 
emulate the way God would have us treat each other.

LONGING FOR PERFECT JUSTICE
I. WHAT IS JUSTICE?

A. The impartial administration of what is merited whether re-
ward or punishment.

B. Being just, impartial or fair.

C. Justice can be an action. 

D. Justice can be a verdict, a repercussion for actions  
committed. 

E. It can be done unto you or done by you.

1. Vindicate the weak and fatherless; Do justice to the  
afflicted and destitute. Psalm 82:3

II. WHEN WILL THE JUSTICE OF GOD REIGN?
A. True and eternal justice will not be given until the day of 

Judgment.

1. I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the 
saints and overpowering them until the Ancient of 
Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the 
saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when 
the saints took possession of the kingdom.  
Daniel 7:21-22

Caleb Scofield

C.  Some would call this adhering to the Torah.

1. So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you today, that 
it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live long on the 
land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.” Deuteronomy 4:40 

2. To do righteousness and justice Is desired by the Lord more than sacrifice. Proverbs 21:3

3. Thus says the Lord, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to 
come And My righteousness to be revealed  Isaiah 56:1

4. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. 
Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, 
Plead for the widow  Isaiah 1:16-17

5. Thus says the Lord, “Do justice and righteousness, and deliver the one who has been 
robbed from the power of his oppressor. Also do not mistreat or do violence to the strang-
er, the orphan, or the widow; and do not shed innocent blood in this place. Jerermiah 22:3

IV. TRUE JUSTICE
A. Who decides what true Justice looks like?

B. One man’s justice is another man’s injustice.

C. Yahweh alone is just and true, able to deal justly without bias or mixture.

1. The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without 
injustice, Righteous and upright is He. Deuteronomy 32:4

2. Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put 
My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. Isaiah 42:1

3. Arise, O God, judge the earth! For it is You who possesses all the nations Psalm 82:8

4. For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and 
the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. “He executes justice for 
the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing 
Deuteronomy 10:17-18

V. DEALING OUT JUSTICE ACCORDING TO MAN
A. Everyone wants justice to be done, believer and unbeliever alike.

B. Most believers, though not all, would agree that we need Jesus to establish true justice 

C. Many would espouse this to be the case, but in practice, it may show something different. 

D. Certainly, there are times when the Lord will stay the hand of the wicked or punish wicked behavior in 
this age. But Justice is yet to be served as it will come at the day of Judgment. 

1. Many seek the ruler’s favor, But justice for man comes from the Lord. Proverbs 29:26

E. When we are the ones being oppressed, or our family, will we still wait patiently for God to establish 
justice?

1. Do not say, “I will repay evil”; Wait for the Lord, and He will save you. Proverbs 20:22

VI. WHEN MAN GETS INVOLVED
A. We all want Justice. But we only think temporally. God thinks eternally.

B. We want Justice to be given to those who oppress us, but probably don’t want Justice given to our-
selves
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C. We think criminals deserve justice, bad people deserve Justice, but we don’t want justice for our family 
member or friends.

D. Everyone wants justice for the murderer, but according to Jesus’ standard you are the murderer.

1. But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court 
Matthew 5:22

C. Justice is a serious issue that man has been trying to regulate and dish out, but no man is actually 
qualified to do such a thing in a way that is fully pleasing to God.

D. True Justice can only be given by God.

1. For the word of the Lord is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness. He loves  
righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the Lord. Psalm 33:4-5

VII. JUSTICE WILL SURELY COME
A. The Lord loves to show mercy. But the wicked will not go unpunished forever.

1. (Abraham) “Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so 
that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth deal justly?: Genesis 18:25

2. Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “When I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the 
land. Jeremiah 23:5

3. Thus says the Lord, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to 
come And My righteousness to be revealed. Isaiah 56:1

VIII. JESUS AS JUDGE
A. Jesus will judge righteously and make a distinction between the godly and ungodly on the day of his 

return.

1. It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, 
saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in 
an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
Him.” Jude 14-15

2. For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you  
2 Thessalonians 1:6

3. But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of 
the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His 
lips He will slay the wicked. Isaiah 11:4

A. He is a just judge and the only one worthy to fulfill such a role. 

1. And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who 
has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. Acts 10:42

IX. GOD’S DELAY AND THE TESTING OF THE RIGHTEOUS
A. When we see a lack of justice, or perceived lack of justice, the heart of man is tested.

B. Like a good father, He disciplines in this age to keep us from eternal judgement/justice at His return.

C. In His mercy He continually tests the heart of man, so that they can stand before Him blameless on the 
day of judgment. 

1. each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed 
with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 1 Corinthians 3:13

D. Because the justice of God is ultimately revealed at the day of the Lord, the righteous will endure  
mistreatment, often with no justice, at least without true justice, until Jesus returns. 

E. This is intentional. 

F. It tests the hearts of the righteous to reveal genuine faith or not, and offers mercy towards the wicked in 
hopes that they repent before the judgment day.

1. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9

G. If we all receive what we justly deserve, we’d all end up in the lake of fire. But the mercy of God, 
through the provision in the cross, enables us to not receive what we deserve. 

H. When He returns, He will vindicate all the oppressed. He will vindicate the righteous who were  
persecuted unjustly for His name. 

1. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly of the  
righteous. For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will  
perish. Psalm 1:5-6

C. The dark night is almost over. Hold on! Press on! He is coming!

1. And it will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our God for whom we  have waited that He 
might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His 
salvation.” Isaiah 25:9
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 the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10  He answered, “I heard you in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
Genesis 3:4-11

2. God demonstrates acceptance in His love in the midst of our sin with a substitute and cloth-
ing for our shameful vulnerability...  21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and 
his wife and clothed them. Genesis 3:8-10, 21

III. THE CALL TO LOVE GOD IS TO RESPOND TO WHAT HE INITIATED
A. 15 “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father 

is not in them. For everything in the world— the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life— comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.  (1 John 2:15-17, NIV)

B. The Serpent’s lie is that we can preserve our life and sustain our own life through the idolatry of 
self-love. (“You will not certainly die”)

C. Jesus says we find our life by losing it in this age through love for God. A love that is demon-
strated by not loving the world.  (“whoever does the will of God lives forever””)

IV. OUR LOVE FOR GOD IS BASED UPON HIS COMMITMETN TO US, NOT OUR COMMITMENT 
     TO HIM

A. This is the most liberating and transformative truth. Jesus stated that if He be lifted up, He would draw 
all to Himself.

LONGING FOR A PERFECT LOVE FOR GOD
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Story of a letter from my dad– imperfect love pointing to 
perfect love; Heather H.

B. As followers of Jesus, we must surrender to our ultimate 
identity: living as the ones whom Jesus loves. As seen in the 
gospel of John- ‘Lazarus’ 11:3, ‘John’ 13:23, ‘the ultimate 
goal’ 17:26

II. WE LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US
A. The Garden is where we must begin and end.

1. 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that 
the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 
she took some and ate it. 7 She also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves. 8 Then 

Jeremy Johnson

1. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:9-10 NIV

B. We are to cultivate a deeper love for God, by seeking the glory that comes from the only God

1. 41“I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not 
have the love of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do 
not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How 
can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that 
comes from the only God? John 5:41-44 NIV

2. We are called to keep Jesus’ commands.

• “If you love me, keep my commands. John 14:15 NIV 
(“Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”) 

•  1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him  
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 1 John 3:1-3

C. Our maturity in love is centered on being broken over what breaks God’s heart in the context of 
His family, the church. 

1. The Holy Spirit grieves tenderly and jealously within us, wooing us to love God more and more.

• Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. Revelation 2:4 
NIV

• Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Revelation 3:19 
NIV 

• If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be cursed! Come, Lord! 1 Corinthians 
16:22 NIV

• I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world 
will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:23 
NIV

V. OUR LONGING TO LOVE GOD PERFECTLY IS THE RAW MATERIAL FOR OUR SUCCESS IN 
    LOVING HIM WITH OUR EVERYTHING

A. Giving ourselves to meditation on His word: What God says about Himself and about us.

B. Earnest Prayer: fervent dialogue with the God you want to love.

C. Edification and confession: Living in a deep fellowship with the body of Christ, where we give love to 
others, as well as laying aside all that breaks the communion of loving God completely.

As God initiates love to us and makes Himself approachable, so should we model this love in the body as 
we mature, to live through edification and confess our sin to remain approachable to others.
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