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The	Gods	Are	Real 
I asked you in the first chapter if you really believe what the Bible says. Consider this a pop quiz. 

The Bible says God has a task force of divine beings who carry out his decisions. It’s referred to as God’s assembly, 
council, or court (Ps. 89:5–7; Dan. 7:10). One of the clearest verses about it is Psalm 82:1. The Good News Translation 
puts it well: “God presides in the heavenly council; in the assembly of the gods he gives his decision.” 

If you think about it, that’s a startling verse! It rattled me the first time I really looked at it. But what the verse 
means is what it plainly and simply says. Like any verse, Psalm 82:1 has to be understood in the context of what else 
the Bible says—in this case, what it says about the gods and how that term should be defined. 

The original Hebrew word translated “gods” is elohim. Many of us have thought of elohim for so long in just one 
single sense—as one of the names of God the Father—that it may be hard for us to think of it in its wider meaning. 
But the word refers to any inhabitant of the unseen spiritual world. That’s why you’ll find it used of God himself (Gen. 
1:1), demons (Deut. 32:17), and the human dead in the afterlife (1 Sam. 28:13). For the Bible, any disembodied being 
whose home address is the spirit world is an elohim. 

The Hebrew term doesn’t refer to a specific set of abilities only God has. The Bible distinguishes God from all 
other gods in other ways, not by using the word elohim. For instance, the Bible commands the gods to worship the 
God of the Bible (Ps. 29:1). He is their creator and king (Ps. 95:3; 148:1–5). Psalm 89:6–7 (GNT) says, “No one in 
heaven is like you, LORD; none of the heavenly beings is your equal [1 Kings 8:23; Ps. 97:9]. You are feared in the 
council of the holy ones.” The Bible writers are pretty blunt about the God of Israel having no equal—he is the “God 
of gods” (Deut. 10:17; Ps. 136:2). 

These beings in the “council of the holy ones” are real. In the first chapter of this book, I quoted a passage in which 
God met with his heavenly host to decide how to get rid of King Ahab. In that passage, the members of this heavenly 
group were called spirits. If we believe the spirit world is real and is inhabited by God and by spiritual beings he has 
created (such as angels), we have to admit that God’s supernatural task force, described in the verses I’ve quoted above 
and many others, is also real. Otherwise, we pay mere lip service to spiritual reality. 

And since the Bible identifies these divine council members as spirits, we know the gods aren’t just idols of stone 
or wood. Statues don’t work for God in a heavenly council. It’s true that people in the ancient world who worshipped 
the rival gods did make idols. But they knew the idols they made with their own hands weren’t the real powers. Those 
handcrafted idols were just objects their gods could inhabit to receive sacrifices and dispense knowledge to their 
followers, who performed rituals to solicit the gods to come to them and take up residence in the idol. 

Council	Structure	and	Business 
The gods of Psalm 82:1 are called “sons of the Most High [God]” later in the psalm (v. 6). The “sons of God” appear 
several times in the Bible, usually in God’s presence (as in Job 1:6; 2:1). Job 38:7 tells us they were around before 
God began to fashion the earth and create humanity. 

And that is very interesting. God calls these spiritual beings his sons. Since he created them, the “family” language 
makes sense, in the same way you refer to your offspring as your son or daughter because you participated in their 
creation. But besides being their Father, God is also their king. In the ancient world, kings often ruled through their 
extended families. Kingship was passed on to heirs. Dominion was a family business. God is Lord of his council. And 
his sons have the next highest rank by virtue of their relationship with him. But as we’ll discuss throughout this book, 
something happened—some of them became disloyal. 

The sons of God are also decision makers. We know from 1 Kings 22 (and many other passages) that God’s 
business involved interacting with human history. When God decided it was time for wicked Ahab to die, he left it up 
to his council to decide how that would happen. 

The divine council meetings in Psalm 82 and 1 Kings 22 are not the only ones related to us in the Bible. A couple 
of them determined the fate of empires. 

In Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, was punished by God with temporary insanity. That sentence 
was handed down by “the decree of the Most High” (Dan. 4:24) and “the decree of the watchers” (Dan. 4:17). Watchers 
was a term used for divine beings of God’s council. It referred to how they were ever watchful over the affairs of 
humanity; they never slept. 
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These biblical scenes of divine council sessions tell us God’s council members participate in God’s rule. In at least 
some cases, God decrees what he wants done but gives his supernatural agents freedom to decide the means. 

Angels participate in God’s council as well. In the original languages of the Bible, the terms translated angel in 
the Old and New Testaments actually mean messenger. The word angel is basically a job description. Angels deliver 
messages to people. We’ll learn more about angels and their duties—as well as the other duties of God’s council 
members—later in the book. 

Why	This	Matters 
Your reaction to everything you’ve read in this book up to this point may be something like, “Fascinating stuff—I’ve 
never seen that in the Bible before. But what implications does all this information have, if any at all, for my daily life 
and the way my church functions?” And the answer is, the truths presented in this book have everything to do with our 
understanding of who God is, and how we relate to him, and what our purpose is on earth. To help clarify that, I’ll 
conclude each chapter with a section like this one that unpacks the practical implications of that chapter’s truths. 

In this chapter, we’ve discussed how the Bible describes God’s cosmic administration and what insights those 
descriptions give us into God and, ultimately, how God relates to us. 

First, God’s heavenly family business is a template for how he relates to his earthly family. We’ll discuss that 
further in the next chapter, but here’s an example: You might have been wondering why God needs a council anyway. 
God shouldn’t need help doing anything, even in the spiritual world. He’s God! But the Bible is clear that he uses 
lesser beings to get things done. 

He doesn’t need a divine council, but he chooses to make use of one. And he doesn’t need us either. If he chose, 
God could just speak out loud to all the people who need the gospel, give everyone all the encouragement they need 
to turn to him, and call it good. He could persuade people to love others by putting his voice into their heads. But he 
doesn’t. Instead, he uses people—you and me—to get the job done. 

Second, God could just predetermine events to make everything turn out the way he wants. But he doesn’t. In the 
story of King Ahab, God let his heavenly assistants decide how to carry out his will. In other words, he let them use 
their free will. That tells us that not everything is predetermined. And that’s true not only in the unseen world—it’s 
also true in our world. 

In the Bible, the unseen world has structure. God is CEO. Those who work for him are his family. They share 
dominion. They participate in how the company runs. 

Amazingly enough, the Bible talks the same way about humanity. From the very beginning in Eden, God created 
humanity to rule the earth with him. God told Adam and Eve, “Have many children, so that your descendants will live 
all over the earth and bring it under their control” (Gen. 1:28 GNT). Adam and Eve were the children of God—God’s 
earthly family. God wanted to live with them and let them participate in making the whole world like Eden. 

That’s a familiar concept to most readers. What isn’t so apparent is that Adam and Eve weren’t the only members 
of God’s family in Eden. His divine family was also there. Eden was where God lived—and where God lives, so does 
his family. We think of heaven as a place where we’ll live with God and his angels—his divine family. That’s the way 
it was originally intended to be, and the way it will be. It’s no coincidence that the Bible ends with heaven come back 
to earth in a new, global Eden (Rev. 21–22). 

To understand our destiny, we need to go back to the time when God’s two families occupied the same space. We 
need to go back to the garden. 
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CHAPTER	THREE 

Once	and	Future	Kings 

We’ve had a brief introduction to God’s heavenly council—his unseen family and task force. There’s a lot more to 
all that—we need to look, especially, at how major players like Jesus and Satan fit into the picture. But before we 
return to what goes on in the unseen world, we need to think in a fresh way about ourselves. God’s rule in the unseen 
spiritual world through his council is a template for his rule on earth—what theologians call the kingdom of God. All 
of that began in Genesis, in the garden of Eden. 

Eden—God’s	Home	Office 

What’s the first thing you think of when you hear “garden of Eden”? Most people I’ve talked to think of Adam and 
Eve. Eden was their home. That’s where God put them (Gen. 2:15–25). 

But Eden was also God’s home. Ezekiel refers to Eden as “the garden of God” (Ezek. 28:13; 31:8–9). No surprise, 
really. What might be surprising is that, right after calling Eden “the garden of God,” Ezekiel calls it “the holy mountain 
of God” (v. 28:14). In many ancient religions, luxurious gardens and inaccessible mountains were considered the home 
of the gods. The Bible uses both descriptions for Eden. Eden was God’s home and, therefore, where he conducted 
business. It was his headquarters, or home office. 

And where God is, his council is with him. 

God’s	Imagers 
One of the most important verses in the Bible tips us off that both God and his council were in Eden. In Genesis 1:26 
God says, “Let us make humankind in our image” (LEB, emphasis added). God announces his intention to a group. 
Who’s he talking to? His heavenly host—his council. He’s not talking to the other members of the Trinity, because 
God can’t know something they don’t! And here the group he’s addressing learns what God has decided to do. 

The announcement is easy to understand. It would be like me saying to some friends, “Let’s get pizza!” Let’s do 
this! Clear enough. But there’s something else we don’t want to miss. God actually doesn’t include the group in 
bringing about his decision. 

Unlike other divine council sessions we’ve seen, the members of God’s council don’t participate in this decision. 
When humankind is created in the next verse (Gen. 1:27), God is the only one creating. The creation of humanity is 
something God handled himself. Going back to my pizza analogy, if I followed my announcement by driving everyone 
to the pizza place and insisted on paying, I would be the one doing all the work. That’s what we see going on here. 

It makes sense that God would be the only one creating humans. The divine beings of his council don’t have that 
kind of power. But that produces another oddity. In Genesis 1:27, humans are created in God’s image (“God created 
humankind in his image,” LEB, emphasis added). What happened to “our image” from verse 26? 

Actually, nothing. The exchange between “our image” and “his image” in Genesis 1:26–27 reveals something 
fascinating. God’s statement—“Let us make humankind in our image”—means that he and the ones he’s speaking to 
share something in common. Whatever that is, humans will also share it once God creates them. Not only are we like 
God in some way, but we are also like the divine beings of his council. 

That “something” is communicated by the phrase “image of God.” A better translation of Genesis 1:26 would be 
that God created humans as his image. To be human is to be God’s imager. We are God’s representatives, so to speak. 

The image of God isn’t an ability given to us by God, like intelligence. We can lose abilities, but we cannot lose 
the status of being God’s imager. That would require not being human! Every human, from conception to death, will 
always be human and always be God’s imager. This is why human life is sacred. 
 


