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Living Wisely in Light of the Day 
Part 2: Wisdom – Cultivating an Obedient Heart 

I. WISDOM, THE DAY OF THE LORD AND A CRUCIFIED KING 
A. In part 1 of this teaching, I emphasized the fact that biblical wisdom is anchored in the fear of the Lord 

(cf. Prov. 1:7), and that the fear of the Lord is in turn anchored in the Day of the Lord. Every human 
being is going to stand before their Maker and give an account for their deeds in a Day of Judgment 
and retribution. Even though both good and evil deeds can have, and typically have, consequences in 
this life, the Scriptures project the ultimate consequence unto eternity in terms of eternal life as reward 
for repentance, faithfulness and obedience, and eternal fire for the unrepentant, faithless and 
disobedient. 

2 Now we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who do such things. 3 
But do you think this, O man who passes judgment on those who do such things, and who does the 
same things, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you despise the wealth of his 
kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart, you are storing up for 
yourself wrath in the day of wrath and of the revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who will 
reward each one according to his works: 7 to those who, by perseverance in good work, seek glory 
and honor and immortality, eternal life, 8 but to those who act from selfish ambition and who 
disobey the truth, but who obey unrighteousness, wrath and anger. 9 There will be affliction and 
distress for every human being who does evil, of the Jew first and of the Greek, 10 but glory and 
honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and to the Greek. 11 For there is no 
partiality with God. (Romans 2:2–11, LEB) 
B. In light of such a sobering reality of what is to come, we definitely want to respond to God in the wisdom 

of repentance and obedience to Him. We must eagerly cultivate a hearing heart of wisdom! This implies 
being wholeheartedly (not flippantly) devoted to the teachings of Jesus and His apostles, who actually 
embodied what it means to fear and obey God. No one stumbles upon actual obedience to the Lord 
and becoming his disciple. It takes utter intentionality and commitment. We must remember that Jesus 
is looking for disciples NOT admirers.   

17 Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise; you shall apply your heart to my teaching. 18 For it is 
pleasant if you guard them within you (internalize, meditate, renew the mind); together they will be ready upon 
your lips. 19 In order for your trust to be in Yahweh, I have made them known to you today—even you (the 
purpose of the instruction is to produce enduring reliance and faithfulness to God). 20 Have I not written for you 
thirty sayings with admonitions and knowledge? 21 In order to show you what is right—sayings of truth— in 
order to return a true saying to him who sent you. (Proverbs 22:17–21, LEB) 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain came down and the rivers came and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it did not collapse, because its foundation was laid on the rock. 26 And 
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everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on the sand. 27 And the rain came down and the rivers came and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it collapsed, and its fall was great.” (Matthew 7:24–27, LEB) 

25 Now large crowds were going along with him, and he turned around and* said to them, 26 “If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate (hyperbole) his own father and mother and wife and children 
and brothers and sisters, and furthermore, even his own life, ⌊he cannot be⌋ my disciple. 27 
Whoever does not carry his own cross and ⌊follow⌋ me ⌊cannot be⌋ my disciple. 28 For which of 
you, wanting to build a tower, does not first sit down and* calculate the cost to see if he has 
enough* ⌊to complete it⌋? 29 ⌊Otherwise⌋ after* he has laid the foundation and is not able to finish 
it,* all who see it* will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to 
finish!’ 31 Or what king, going out to engage another king in battle, does not sit down first and* 
deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one coming against him with twenty 
thousand. 32 But if not, while* the other is still far away, he sends an ambassador and* asks ⌊for 
terms of⌋ peace. 33 In the same way, therefore, every one of you who does not renounce all his 
own possessions ⌊cannot be⌋ my disciple. 34 “Now salt is good, but if salt becomes tasteless (lack 
of response to become disciples), with what will it be made salty? 35 It is usable neither for the soil 
nor for the manure pile; they throw it out. The one who has ears to hear, let him hear!” (Luke 
14:25-35, LEB) 

C. On a related passage, Mark 10, the late Prof. Larry Hurtado offers some very sobering comments that 
shed light on the previous ones:	

This passage presumes a familiarity with the ancient Jewish conception that there is an end to this age and a 
new age coming in which only those acceptable to God will participate. Those who enter the age to come will 
be given eternal life. This forms the background of the man’s question in verse 17, because of his professed 
(v. 20) obedience to the commandments. But the irony of the incident is that, when told by Jesus what he 
must do, the man refuses. He is told to part with the goods of this age since he is so interested in the next 
one, but he will not do so. His interest in the next world is not sincere enough to enable him to give up his 
preoccupation with this world (vv. 21–22). 

The dialogue about the commandments in verses 19–20 suggests that this was a decent and proper man, not 
guilty of breaking the law of God. His claim to full obedience is not disputed; and indeed, Mark alone has the 
little note that Jesus felt affection for the man (v. 21), further implying that the man was sincere. All this means 
that the only thing that stood between him and Jesus was the man’s love for his possessions (v. 22). That is, 
the description of the man’s otherwise commendable life reveals that wealth was the problem. In ancient 
times and into the present, popular opinion argues that riches in themselves are no problem, and that only 
when the wealthy man engages in evil practices is he in spiritual danger. But the force of this passage is 
precisely that riches in themselves are a hindrance to a person’s participation in the kingdom of God and that 
the mere accumulation of wealth and consequent attachment to it can prevent a person from following Christ. 

The final exchange between Peter and Jesus (vv. 28–31) confirms that the central issue is following Jesus 
and that not only possessions but also even relationships might have to be sacrificed. Also, Mark’s wording in 
verse 29, for me and the gospel, confirms that the reason for the abandonment of one’s possessions is for 
actual participation with Jesus in the activity of proclaiming his message. Here again, we note evidence that 
for Mark participation in the mission of the church is a vital part of following Jesus (see note). 

Jesus’ words in verse 30 about receiving a hundred times what one has sacrificed seem tinged with irony and 
even humor. They do not really mean that discipleship to Jesus is a handy get-rich scheme, of course. 
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Instead, the abundance described probably refers to those who give up their settled existence to follow Jesus 
in mission who will have to be entertained by many brothers, sisters, mothers, children in many homes and 
supported from many fields, none of them really their own. The peculiarly Markan phrase, and with them, 
persecutions, makes plain the reality behind the language—that in this age no material profit is promised. The 
follower is, however, promised eternal life in the age to come, and the teaching that the rich and mighty will be 
less likely to enter the kingdom illustrates what is meant by the reversal described in verse 31. (In 
Understanding the Bible Commentary Series, Mark) 

D. Quote from movie A Hidden Life (2019): 	

Ohlendorf - The Painter : What we do, is just create... sympathy. We create-- We create admirers. We don't 
create followers. Christ's life is a demand (the wisdom of God embodied). You don't want to be reminded of it. 
So we don't have to see what happens to the truth. A darker time is coming... when men will be more clever. 
They won't fight the truth, they'll just ignore it. I paint their comfortable Christ, with a halo over his head. How 
can I show what I haven't lived? Someday I might have the courage to venture, not yet. Someday I'll... I'll paint 
the true Christ. (parenthesis mine) 

E. The eschatological urgency that the message of the gospel implies, calls the disciple to radical 
measures of devotion that must not be relativized. And despite the delay in the arrival of God’s 
Kingdom at the Day of the Lord we must trust that in the end wisdom will be vindicated by her deeds 
receiving their due reward (see Matt. 11:16-19). 	

II. THE EXHORTATION TO LIVE WISELY  
A. Amid the craziness of the times, as gentile disciples we are called to “no longer walk as the gentiles 

walk”. We are to incline our ear to the wisdom entrusted to the people of Israel and proclaimed by 
Jewish prophets and apostles.   

17 In light of these things, I give you this solemn warning by the authority of the Lord: You must no 
longer live like the Gentiles, whose minds are full of worthless and deluded thoughts, 18 who are so 
darkened in their way of thinking, excluded from the life of God because of their ignorance and 
stubbornness and calloused hearts. 19 Having lost all sense of shame, they have surrendered 
themselves to licentious behavior, to impure conduct of indeed every kind, and to greed. 20 As for you, 
however, these are the very things you were told to stop doing when you received instruction about 
the Messiah— 21 assuming, of course, that you have indeed heard about him, and as his followers 
were in fact taught, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to take off, as regards your previous way of life, the “old 
clothes,” your former nature, which is experiencing decay and destruction because of its deceitful 
desires, 23 to allow yourselves to be renewed, moreover, in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on 
your “new clothes,” the new nature, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
(Ephesians 4:17-24, BHT) 

1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as his dearly loved children, 2 and conduct yourselves in love, just 
as the Messiah loved us and gave himself up for us as an offering and sacrifice to God, as a fragrant 
aroma. “Pay Very Close Attention to Your Conduct” 3 Now, you are to so completely avoid these things
—sexual immorality and impurity of absolutely any kind, or greed—that no one can mention them in 
reference to you; they are entirely out of place for saints. 4 The same goes for obscenity and foolish 
talk, or crude joking, which are inappropriate; your mouths are to be filled with thanksgiving. 5 For you 
can be sure of this: No sexually immoral or impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—
has any inheritance in the Kingdom of the Messiah and God. 6 Don’t let anyone deceive you with 

Daniel Training Network
www.danieltrainingnetwork.org

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0508085/?ref_=tt_ch
http://www.danieltrainingnetwork.org


	 	 	         		        	 	          MARCH 26, 2021 
                                                                 Page  of 4 4

empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God is going to come upon those who refuse to 
obey him. […] 15 Pay very close attention, therefore, to your conduct, living your lives not as foolish 
people, but as people who are wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the times are so 
evil. 17 That is the reason why you must not be foolish, but must understand what the Lord’s will is. 
(Ephesians 5:1-17, BHT) 

B. But how can we anchor our lives in the wise path of discipleship that leads to life? Along with taking 
seriously the words of Jesus and seeking to respond to him sincerely, the pursuit of wisdom finds its 
foundations in the life of prayer.  

My child, if you will receive my sayings, and hide my commands with you, 2 in order to incline your ear 
toward wisdom, then you shall apply your heart to understanding. 3 For if you cry out for 
understanding, if you lift your voice for insight, 4 if you seek her like silver and search her out ⌊like 
treasure⌋, 5 then you will understand the fear of Yahweh, and the knowledge of God you will find. 6 For 
Yahweh will give wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 7 For the upright, he 
stores sound judgment, a shield for those who walk uprightly, 8 in order to guard paths of justice and 
keep the way of his faithful ones. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice and 
uprightness—every good course—10 for wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasing 
to your soul. 11 Discretion will watch over you; understanding will protect you, 12 in order to deliver 
you from the way of evil, from a man who speaks devious things. Proverbs 2:1–12 (LEB)   

C. The necessity and urgency of prayer as the basis for our devotion to God and His ways should in fact 
lead us to discipline and therefore self-control. I encourage people to set aside times for prayer, and 
also to utilize Scripture in the content of their prayers. By God’s favor our hearts would tenderize to His 
voice and ultimately even the seemingly harsh and demanding words of Jesus will seem like true 
wisdom, like the care of a faithful Shepherd concerned with our eternal wellbeing.  

D. On the other hand, we must be aware that the sincere pursuit of obedience through the constant 
inclining of our ears to His message becomes a prerequisite for God’s favorable disposition in 
answering our prayers. In other words, the wisdom of obedience in the fear of God will obtain further 
wisdom and understanding from the Lord. 	

9 He who turns his ear from listening to instruction, even his prayer is an abomination. (Proverbs 28:9) 

9 And his disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 And he said, “To you it has been given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest they are in parables, so that ‘Seeing they 
may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’

Daniel Training Network
www.danieltrainingnetwork.org

http://www.danieltrainingnetwork.org

