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Living Wisely in Light of the Day 
Part 1: Wisdom entering the World 

I. INTRODUCTION 
A. God’s desire for wise servants – from the beginning of time God intended to raise up a community of 

people cultivated in the knowledge of Him that would be fit for ruling the earth righteously. Interestingly, 
in the creation narrative of Genesis 2 the issue of acquiring “knowledge” is central but seems to be set 
in contraposition to obeying the Lord, with death as the penalty for disobedience.   

15 And Yahweh God took the man and set him in the garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep it. 16 
And Yahweh God commanded the man, saying, “From every tree of the garden you may freely eat, 
17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
from it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:15–17, LEB)  

B. Therefore, the “right” way of knowing or becoming “wise” became a foundational testing grounds for the 
sons of men. Reliance in God and obedience to Him as the one with the ultimate prerogative 
concerning knowledge of what is good and what is evil, was to function as the entry point to a pathway 
of wisdom. Later in the Scriptures, after choosing the people of Israel to entrust them with the 
knowledge of His ways, this reality is accentuated with life as the reward for obedience.  

5 See, I now teach you rules and regulations just as Yahweh my God has commanded me, to 
observe them just so in the midst of the land where you are going, to take possession of it. 6 And 
you must observe them diligently, for that is your wisdom and your insight before the eyes of the 
people, who will hear all of these rules, and they will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people.’ 7 For what great nation has for it a god near to it as Yahweh our God, whenever 
we call upon him? 8 And what other great nation has for it just rules and regulations just like this 
whole law that I am setting before you today? (Deuteronomy 4:5–8, LEB) 

19 I invoke as a witness against you today the heaven and the earth: life and death I have set 
before you, blessing and curse. So choose life, so that you may live, you and your 
offspring, 20 by loving Yahweh your God by listening to his voice and by clinging to him, for 
he is your life and the length of your days in order for you to live on the land that Yahweh 
swore to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them.” (Deuteronomy 
30:19–20 LEB) 

C. We can see then that biblical wisdom is not so much the acquisition of knowledge on different topics 
like “theology” but becoming skillful in the ways of God. That is, becoming intimately acquainted with 
who He is and how he has determined to administrate life and redemption in the world, along with the 
corresponding response of fear and trembling in obedience to His words.  
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13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find 
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” (Exodus 33:13, NRSV)  
D. Consequently, biblical wisdom and knowledge has an utterly moral and ethical character. Commenting 

on this reality of the “knowledge of God” Prof. Jeremiah Unterman says the following in relation to some 
passages in the book of the prophet Hosea:  

“Knowledge of God” is an idiom (phrase) that Hosea uses to refer to the moral behavior that God wants 
from the Israelite:  

. . . I [the Lord] will betroth you to Me with [the bride-price of] righteousness and justice, and with 
goodness and mercy, and I will betroth you to Me with faithfulness and you will know the Lord. (2:21–22).  

Hear the word of the Lord, O Children of Israel, for the Lord has an indictment against the inhabitants of 
the land, because there is no honesty, and no goodness, and no knowledge of God in the land. Malicious 
curses, perjury, murder, theft, and adultery are rife; bloodshed prompts yet more bloodshed. (4:1–2) 

In the first instance, “knowing the Lord” is an outcome of “righteousness and justice . . . goodness and 
mercy.” In the second, when there is no such “knowledge,” gross immorality prevails. (emphasis original, 
first parenthesis mine)  1

II. PRINCIPLES OF WISDOM AND THE ENTRANCE OF WISDOM INTO THE 
WORLD 

A. Within the context of a covenant relationship that requires faithful allegiance to the one God, and in light 
of promises given to the obedient, an ethic of life characterized by self-control must be pursued 
diligently and with endurance. Here, classic passages like Proverbs 1 and 2 are very helpful. The 
foundational premise is that the “fear of the Lord” is the actual starting point for becoming wise, and 
again, a righteous ethic is central in the conversation.  

1 Proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand 
sayings of understanding, 3 to gain insightful instruction, righteousness and justice and equity, 4 to 
give shrewdness to the simple, knowledge and purpose to the young, 5 may the wise hear and increase 
learning, and the one who understands gain direction, 6 to understand a proverb and an expression, 
words of wisdom and their riddles. 7 Fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge; wisdom and 
instruction, fools despise (and therefore, the knowledge and fear of God). (Proverbs 1:1–7, LEB)  

B. In simple terms, the fear of God is fear of the consequences of disobedience and disregard for His 
ways. If there is a threat of death for those who persist in rebellion, then it only makes sense that when 
warned and called to turn away from wicked ways we tremble with fear. It is then that we begin the 
journey of growing in the knowledge of God and becoming skillful in righteous behavior. That is wisdom!    

C. Wisdom, however, is in a way personified throughout the Proverbs and as such portrayed as a 
messenger that soberly and urgently calls people to herself. Wisdom’s message includes a severe 
warning for those who reject her, as well as a promise for those who embrace her.  
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20 Wisdom calls out in the streets, in the squares she raises her voice. 21 On a busy corner she cries 
out, at the entrances of the gates in the city, she speaks her sayings: 22 “How long, O simple ones, 
will you love simplicity? And how long will scoffers delight in their scoffing, and fools hate 
knowledge? 23 May you turn to my argument! Behold, I shall pour out my spirit upon you; I will 
make my words known to you. 24 Because I called out and you refused me, I stretched out my hand, 
yet there is none who heeds. 25 You have ignored all my counsel, and my reproof you are not willing 
to accept. 26 I will also laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic comes upon you. 27 When 
your panic comes like a storm, and your calamity arrives like a whirlwind, when distress and 
anguish come upon you (punishment for disobedience?), 28 then they will call me, but I will not 
answer; they will seek me diligently but not find me. 29 Since they hated knowledge, and did not 
choose the fear of Yahweh, 30 they were not willing to accept my counsel, they despised all my 
reproof. 31 They shall eat from the fruit of their way (allusion to Genesis 2-3), and they shall be sated 
from their own schemes, 32 for the waywardness of the simple ones will kill them, and the 
complacency of fools will destroy them (we are held responsible). 33 Whoever listens to me will dwell 
in security and rest securely from dread and disaster (ultimately from the eschatological punishment at 
the Day of the Lord).” (Proverbs 1:20–33, LEB)   
D. In Proverbs 8 wisdom is given very significant nuances when is presented as having been with God in 

the creation of the world. The universe in fact was ordained and was supposed to function according to 
God’s own wisdom. It’s to be expected, then, that His creatures live in accordance with it for that order 
and well-being to remain. That of course is the expectation contained in the hope of a new creation. 

E. Not surprisingly, in the Jewish tradition Proverbs 8 was later utilized as a central passage that had 
implications concerning God’s determination to redeem His creation. In the most radical way Wisdom 
would enter the world. In light of humanity’s failure to conform itself to the wisdom of God, including the 
failure of Israel as a nation, God displayed His wisdom as embodied in the person of His Messiah 
Jesus, the King of Israel. John 1 for instance, the famous passage in the fourth gospel, has been 
considered a midrash of Genesis 1 through the lenses of Proverbs 8.  (A midrash is generally an 2

exposition of one passage of Scripture by means or in conjunction with other passages.)  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 This one 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and apart from him not 
one thing came into being that has come into being. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of 
humanity. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. […] 9 The 
true light, who gives light to every person, was coming into the world. (John 1:1–9, LEB) 

2 so that their hearts may be encouraged, united in love and into all the wealth of the full assurance 
of insight into the knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ, 3 in whom all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge are hidden. (Colossians 2:2–3, LEB) 
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F. God’s intervention in and through the Messiah became therefore the epicenter in the drama of 
redemption with the life, the teaching, and thus, the example of Jesus portraying to the world God’s 
wisdom as rooted in the Torah and the Prophets. The wise path of endurance in faithfulness and 
righteousness from the heart even unto death looked like an utterly humiliated and crucified King. In 
doing so, Jesus not only paved the way for those with “ears to hear” to follow but it also provided the 
means of forgiveness and cleansing for those that had defiled and derailed themselves into the 
foolishness of sin. “The message of the cross”, the most disgraceful way of dying in the 1st century, 
proclaimed God’s wisdom and power. 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will confound.” 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom did not know God, God was pleased through 
the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe. 22 For indeed, Jews ask for sign miracles 
and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a cause for stumbling, but 
to the Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. (1 Corinthians 1:18–25, LEB) 
G. Along the lines of Wisdom’s urgent call in Proverbs 8, in light of the impending calamity of the Day of 

Judgment that is approaching without hindrance, God’s message pierced through the heavens calling 
everyone to repent. But only those with a contrite and humble heart that tremble before Him (those who 
fear God) are able to comprehend such wisdom and conform their lives to an ethic that only makes 
sense if God indeed raises the dead, and thus raised Jesus from the dead in reward for his own 
obedience.  

Matthew 11:25–27 (LEB) 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and have 
revealed them to young children (lower status). 26 Yes, Father, for to do so was your gracious will. 27 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wants to reveal him.  
H. In light of these things, we will continue on next week, and I’ll be sharing on prayer and discipleship as 

related to wisdom and the coming of Jesus.       
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