
 



Table of Contents 
Class 5a: Cosmological Regeneration Vs. Annihilation.……………………….…………….1 

Class 5b: Biblical Cosmology - The Heavens and the Earth.………………….…….….…17 

Class 5 SN: Sheol, Hades and Gehenna…..……………….…….…………………………34 

Class 6: Government Introduction to the Kingdom of God.…………………..….……..….46 

Class 6 SN: Eternal Metaphysical Union of Creation…..….…………………………….…65  

Class 7a: Perpetual Sovereignty of the Kingdom of God..…..………………………….…76 

Class 7b: Amnestic Foundations of Biblical Soteriology……..……………………………100 

Class 8a: The Adamic Covenant and the Messianic Hope..…..……………………….…118 

Class 8b: The Messianic Crushing and Old Testament Christology..……………………131 

Class 9: New Testament Continuance of Messianic Christology ..………………………145 

Class 9 SN: “Mystery” and New Testament Messianic Expectation.……………….……168 

Class 10: Old Testament Survey of Messianic Israelology……..…………………………175 

Class 11: New Testament Continuance of Messianic Israelology……..……………….…202 

Class 12: Biblical Survey of Messianic Ecclesiology…….……..………………….………223 

Supplemental Diagrams..……………………………………………………….…….………247 



 

www.danieltrainingnetwork.org

http://www.danieltrainingnetwork.org


BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 5a: Cosmological Regeneration Vs. Annihilation            John Harrigan

Class 5a: Cosmological Regeneration Vs. Annihilation 

I. PLATONIC SALVATION: ANNIHILATION OF METAPHYSICAL CORRUPTION 

 

A. The foundation of salvation within the Hellenistic worldview is essentially the destruction of that 
which is existentially corrupt.  The base of this existential corruption is the metaphysical 
construct itself. 

B. The logical conclusion of modern metaphysical dualism is the destruction of the natural realm.  
Though many will acknowledge their hope in the eternal existence of the soul, few realize that 
the base of this hope is the destruction of the natural realm which harbors the existence of 
their corrupt body. 

C. This has led to the fundamental soteriological misunderstanding that the ultimate end of 
redemption is an etherealized “Heaven,” resulting in popular sayings, such as, “If you died 
tonight, where would you spend eternity: heaven or hell?”  This soteriological conclusion 
practically disconnects people from reality and destroys “the blessed hope” (Tit. 2:13) of 
restoration and resurrection within the human soul. 

II. SALVATION: REGENERATION VS. ANNIHILATION 

A. Often the following scriptures are presented in isolation to validate the underlying assumption 
of Platonic annihilationist salvation.  However, these scriptures need to be viewed as figurative 
language concerning the Day of the Lord and judgment upon the wicked.  

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But 
my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail. (NIV Isaiah 51:6) 
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For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be 
remembered or come into mind. (ESV Isaiah 65:17) 

For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says 
the LORD, so shall your offspring and your name remain. (ESV Isaiah 66:22) 

In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
your hands. 26 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 
Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded. 27 But you remain the 
same, and your years will never end. (NIV Psalm 102:25-27) 

For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away (Gk. parerchomai), not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. (ESV Matthew 5:18; cf. Lk. 
16:17) 

Heaven and earth will pass away (Gk. parerchomai), but my words will never pass 
away. (NIV Matthew 24:35; cf. Mk. 13:31; Lk. 21:33) 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid 
bare… That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. (NIV 2 Peter 
3:10-13) 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from 
his presence, and there was no place for them. (NIV Revelation 20:11) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away (Gk. parerchomai), and the sea was no more. (ESV Revelation 21:1) 

B. Many scriptures directly state the perpetuity of Earth.  Based on God’s covenant with creation 
(Gen. 1:3-2:25; Jer. 33:20-26; Ps. 11988ff; etc.), these should be interpreted as “literal”. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  30 tremble before him, all the earth; 
yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. (ESV 1 Chronicles 16:29-30) 

He built his sanctuary like the heights, like the earth that he established forever. (NIV 

Psalm 78:69) 

The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has put on strength 
as his belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. (ESV Psalm 93:1) 

He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved. (ESV Psalm 104:5) 

Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  90 Your faithfulness (to 
your word/creation) continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it 
endures.  91 Your laws endure to this day, for all things (i.e. the heavens and the earth) 
serve you (“are your servants” NASB/KJV/NKJV/ESV/NRSV). (NIV Psalm 119:88-91) 

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but 
endures forever. (NIV Psalm 125:1) 
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Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 3 Praise him, sun and 
moon, praise him, all you shining stars… 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for 
he commanded and they were created. 6 He set them in place for ever and ever; he 
gave a decree that will never pass away. (NIV Psalm 148:2-6) 

Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever. (NIV Ecclesiastes 
1:4) 

I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and 
nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him. (NIV Ecclesiastes 3:14) 

Hear, O mountains, the LORD's accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the 
earth. (NIV Micah 6:2) 

C. Other scriptures indirectly state the perpetuity of the Earth by declaring the perpetuity of the 
heavens, which were created in direct relationship with the Earth. 

He (royal son) will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all 
generations… 7 In his days the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the 
moon is no more… 17 May his name endure forever; may it continue as long as the 
sun. (NIV Psalm 72:5-17) 

His (David’s) offspring shall endure forever, his throne as long as the sun before me.  37 
Like the moon it shall be established forever, a faithful witness in the skies. (ESV Psalm 
89:35-37) 

If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day 
and night will not come at their appointed time… (ESV Jeremiah 33:20) 

III. RESTORATION: THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF BIBLICAL SALVATION 

A. Redemptive Etymology 

1. Inherent in the concept of redemption is regeneration and renewal, not destruction and 
annihilation.  A theology of redemption itself requires the rejection of the doctrine that the 
earth is annihilated on the last day. 

2. God has never given up on His original creation.  An entire biblical vocabulary makes this 
point clear.  Reconcile.  Redeem.  Restore.  Recover.  Return.  Renew.  Regenerate.  
Resurrect.  Each of these biblical words begins with the “re” prefix, suggesting a return to 
an original condition that was ruined or lost.   

3. For example, redemption means to buy back what was formerly owned.  Reconciliation 
means the restoration or reestablishment of a prior friendship or unity.  Renewal means to 
make new again, restoring to an original state.  Resurrection means becoming physically 
alive again, after death.  These words emphasize that God always sees us in light of what 
He intended us to be, and He always seeks to restore us to that design.  

B. Redemptive Motivation  

1. God’s ultimate purpose and desire has always been to dwell with man on the earth. 

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the 
man he had formed. (NIV Genesis 2:8) 
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…the LORD God…was walking in the garden in the cool of the day (NIV Genesis 3:8) 

2. Because of man’s sin, this purpose has been disrupted, but not discarded.  This earthward 
soteriological orientation is seen throughout scripture. 

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. (NKJV Exodus 25:8) 

I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you.  12 I will walk 
among you and be your God, and you will be my people. (NIV Leviticus 26:11-12) 

I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among 
them forever.  27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they 
will be my people. (NIV Ezekiel 37:26-27) 

Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you, 
declares the LORD. (NIV Zechariah 2:10) 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (NIV John 1:14)  

3. God will ultimately fulfill his plan to dwell on this earth with man. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. (ESV Revelation 21:3) 

4. Original creation was a suitable environment for this dwelling 

a) When God originally created the present earth, he deemed it “very good,” the 
implications being that the existence of man was complete and whole within the 
processes of the original earth. 

b) The creation of a “new earth” needs no new existential processes to perfect the life of 
man.  Why would God create a new earth to have the same existential processes of the 
original earth when he could simply renovate the present earth?  Thus, the “new earth” 
(Is. 65:17; 2 Pe. 3:13; Rev. 21:1) will be comparable to the original earth. 

c) If God had wanted to consign us all to Hell and start over, He could have.  He could 
have made a new Adam and Eve and sent the old ones to Hell.  But He didn’t.  Instead, 
He chose to redeem what He started with—the Heavens, Earth, and mankind—to bring 
them back to His original purpose. 

C. Redemptive Honor 

1. God’s honor and glory is significantly dependent upon His victory over fallen angels and 
men in His governance of heaven and earth.  If God would have to annihilate the present 
cosmos, then it would clearly reveal Satan’s success in utterly corrupting that which God 
had created.  Rather, God has defeated Satan, and He will reveal the full dimensions of 
that defeat when He renews the very earth on which Satan has deceived mankind, fully 
purging it of all forms of wickedness. 

2. God doesn’t throw away his handiwork and start from scratch—instead, He uses the same 
canvas to repair and make more beautiful the painting marred by the vandal.  The vandal 
doesn’t get the satisfaction of destroying his rival’s masterpiece.  On the contrary, God 
makes an even greater masterpiece out of what His enemy sought to destroy.  Satan seeks 
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to destroy the Earth.  God seeks to restore and renew the Earth, rule it, and hand it back 
over to his children.  God will win the battle for us and for the Earth. 

D. Redemptive Covenants 

1. God made a covenant (i.e. agreement) with creation (cf. Gen. 1:3-2:4), and He will never 
break it.  The covenant with Abraham and his descendants is thus referenced to the 
covenant of creation, since its destiny is directly tied to the sons of Adam (cf. Rom. 
8:18-24). 

 

 

Thus says the LORD: If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant 
with the night, so that day and night will not come at their appointed time,  21 then 
also my covenant with David my servant may be broken… 25 Thus says the LORD: 
If I have not established my covenant with day and night and the fixed order of 
heaven and earth,  26 then I will reject the offspring of Jacob… (ESV Jeremiah 
33:20-26) 

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  20 For 
the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 
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the one who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. (NIV 

Romans 8:19-21) 

2. The heavens and the earth will never be destroyed.  God’s creation is good, and He is 
faithful to it.  He is creation’s God, which means He will never give up on it, forsake it, or 
abandon it.  Based on this, He makes a covenant to be the God of Abraham and his sons, 
who will be given authority, under the Messianic Seed, to liberate creation from its bondage 
to decay. 

You are standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a 
covenant the LORD is making with you this day and sealing with an oath,  13 to 
confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised you 
and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (NIV Deuteronomy 
29:12-13) 

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed 
his name, the LORD.  6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
(Hb. checed) and faithfulness (Hb. emeth),  7 maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin." (NIV Exodus 34:5-7) 

• <2617> ds,x, checed {kheh'-sed}  

Meaning:  1) goodness, kindness, faithfulness 2) a reproach, shame  1

Origin:  from 02616; TWOT - 698a,699a; n m 

Usage:  AV - mercy 149, kindness 40, lovingkindness 30, goodness 12, kindly 5, 
merciful 4, favour 3, good 1, goodliness 1, pity 1, reproach 1, wicked thing 1; 248 

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God,  
6 the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them-- the LORD, who 
remains faithful (Hb. emeth) forever.  7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and 
gives food to the hungry… 10 The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all 
generations. (NIV Psalm 146:5-10) 

• <0571> tm,a/ 'emeth {eh'-meth}  

Meaning:  n f 1) firmness, faithfulness, truth 1a) sureness, reliability 1b) stability, 
continuance 1c) faithfulness, reliableness 1d) truth 1d1) as spoken 1d2) of testimony 
and judgment 1d3) of divine instruction 1d4) truth as a body of ethical or religious 
knowledge 1d5) true doctrine adv 2) in truth, truly  

 “The word is used only in cases where there is some recognized tie between the parties concerned. It is not used 1

indiscriminately of kindness in general, haphazard, kindly deeds; this is why Coverdale was careful to avoid using the word 'kindness' in 
respect of God's dealings with his people Israel. The theological importance of the word chesed is that it stands more than any other 
word for the attitude which both parties to a covenant ought to maintain towards each other. Sir George Adam Smith suggested the 
rendering 'leal-love.' The merit of this translation is that it combines the twin ideas of love and loyalty, both of which are essential… 
God's loving-kindness is that sure love which will not let Israel go. Not all Israel's persistent waywardness could ever destroy it. Though 
Israel be faithless, yet God remains faithful still. This steady, persistent refusal of God to wash his hands of wayward Israel is the 
essential meaning of the Hebrew word which is translated loving-kindness.” [Norman H. Snaith, Theological Word Book of the Bible, ed. 
by Alan Richardson (New York: MacMillan, 1951), 136-7.]
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Origin:  contracted from 0539; TWOT - 116k 

Usage:  AV - truth 92, true 18, truly 7, right 3, faithfully 2, assured 1, assuredly 1, 
establishment 1, faithful 1, sure 1, verity 1; 127 

• Then the man (servant of Isaac) bowed down and worshiped the LORD,  27 saying, 
"Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned 
his kindness (Hb. checed) and faithfulness (Hb. emeth) to my master." (NIV Genesis 
24:26-27) 

E. Eschatological Restoration 

1. Man was created out of the dirt of the earth (Gen. 2:7), and he is cursed to return to the dirt 
of the earth (Gen. 3:19).  Moreover, the curse on Adam has direct implications on the earth 
(i.e. “thorns and thistles,” Gen. 3:18).  Thus, the reversal of the curse on Adam (cf. Gen. 
3:15) will likewise have direct implications on the earth—if the original “curse” was upon this 
earth, then the logical conclusion is that the reversal of the “curse” is from this earth. 

And there shall no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it, and His bond-servants shall serve Him. (NASB Revelation 22:3) 

2. Ultimately, everything achieved in Christ, the “last Adam” and “second man” (cf. 1 Cor. 
15:45, 47), is simply the restoration and accomplishment of God’s original purpose in 
creation.  As creation was “good” in the beginning, so will it be made at the end. 

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  23 But each in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. (ESV 

1 Corinthians 15:21-23) 

Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment 
followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses 
and brought justification (unto resurrection).  17 For if, by the trespass of the one 
man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive 
God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ (i.e. resurrection, cf. 6:5). (NIV Romans 5:16-17) 

3. This is the context for the well known passages in the New Testament that clearly assume 
that creation as a whole will be redeemed and reconciled to God (vs. alienated and 
annihilated). 

And he made known to us the mystery of his will (for redemption) according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times 
will have reached their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth 
together under one head (not destroy and recreate), even Christ. (NIV Ephesians 
1:9-10) 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven (not 
alienate and annihilate), by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (NIV 

Colossians 1:19-20) 
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For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself will be liberated from 
its bondage to decay (i.e. redeemed) and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God.  22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth (for release from frustration) right up to the present time.  23 Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies (implying 
that creation will also be redeemed). (NIV Romans 8:20-23) 

F. Cosmological “Resurrection” 

1. Thus, just as man experiences a resurrection, so will the earth.  In both cases, there is 
continuity of identity between the old and the new.  Thus, as the body experiences death, 
yet is resurrected from its destruction, so too will the present earth be resurrected from its 
destruction at the end of the age (cf. Mt. 24:29; 2 Pe. 3:12). 

2. As Jesus’ resurrected body was designed for this earth (cf. Jn. 20-21; Acts 1), so also will 
our eternal resurrected bodies will be designed for this eternally existing earth.  As the 
resurrection of the redeemed who are left on the earth at the return of Jesus is a radical 
transformation (cf. 1 Cor. 15:51-53), so also will the resurrection of the earth be a radical 
transformation.  As we are “changed,” so will the earth be “changed.” 

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed 
(regenerated, not etherealized),  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we shall be changed. (ESV 1 Corinthians 15:51-52) 

3. As the resurrection of man is by means of the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom. 1:1-4; Gal. 6:8; 1 Pe. 
3:18-22), so also will the resurrection of the earth be by means of the Holy Spirit. 

When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. 
(NIV Psalm 104:30) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more… 5 And he who was seated on the 
throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." (ESV Revelation 21:1, 5) 

4. Thus, the “passing away” of the “old man” will be comparable to the “passing away” of the 
“old earth.” 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away 
(Gk. parerchomai); behold, all things have become new. (NKJV 2 Corinthians 5:17) 

• <3928> pare,rcomai parerchomai {par-er'-khom-ahee}  

Meaning:  1) to go past, pass by 1a) of persons moving forward 1a1) to pass by 1b) of 
time 1b1) an act continuing for a time 1c) metaph. 1c1) to pass away, perish 1c2) to 
pass by (pass over), that is, to neglect, omit, (transgress) 1c3) to be led by, to be 
carried past, be averted 2) to come near, come forward, arrive  

Origin:  from 3844 and 2064; TDNT - 2:681,257; v 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 5a: Cosmological Regeneration Vs. Annihilation        Page  of 9 264

Usage:  AV - pass away 12, pass 10, pass by 3, pass over 1, transgress 1, past 1, go 
1, come forth 1, come 1; 31  2

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away (Gk. parerchomai)… death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away 
(Gk. aperchomai).  5 And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am 
making all things new." (ESV Revelation 21:1-5) 

First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing 
and following their own evil desires.  4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he 
promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation."  5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word 
the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.  6 By 
these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.  7 By the same 
word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly men… 10 But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief. The heavens will disappear (Gk. parerchomai, “pass away” KJV/NKJV/
NASB/ESV/NRSV/NLT) with a roar; the elements (Gk. stoicheion) will be destroyed 
(Gk. luo) by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare (Gk. heurisko; 
“exposed” ESV, “disclosed”, NRSV— MT Gk. katakaio; “burned up” KJV/NKJV/NASB).  11 
Since everything will be destroyed (Gk. luo) in this way, what kind of people ought 
you to be? … 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. (NIV 2 Peter 3:3-13) 

• <3089> lu,w luo {loo'-o}  

Meaning:  1) to loose any person (or thing) tied or fastened… 2) to loose one bound, 
i.e. to unbind, release from bonds, set free… 3) to loosen, undo, dissolve, anything 
bound, tied, or compacted together…  

Origin:  a root word; TDNT - 2:60 & 4:328,543; v 

Usage:  AV - loose 27, break 5, unloose 3, destroy 2, dissolve 2, put off 1, melt 1, 
break up 1, break down 1; 43  3

• <2147> eu`ri,skw heurisko {hyoo-ris'-ko}  

Meaning:  1) to come upon, hit upon, to meet with… 2) to find by enquiry, thought, 
examination, scrutiny, observation, to find out by practice and experience… 3) to find 
out for one's self, to acquire, get, obtain, procure  

Origin:  a prolonged form of a primary heuro…; TDNT - 2:769,*; v 

Usage:  AV - find 174, misc 4; 178 

 Matt. 5:18; 8:28; 14:15; 24:34f; 26:39, 42; Mark 6:48; 13:30f; 14:35; Luke 11:42; 12:37 (“come forth”); 15:29 (“transgress”); 2

16:17; 17:7 (“go”); 18:37; 21:32f; Acts 16:8; 27:9; 2 Cor. 5:17; Jam. 1:10; 1 Pet. 4:3; 2 Pet. 3:10.

 Matt. 5:19; 16:19; 18:18; 21:2; Mark 1:7; 7:35; 11:2, 4f; Luke 3:16; 13:15f; 19:30f, 33; John 1:27; 2:19 (“destroy”); 5:18; 7:23; 3

10:35; 11:44; Acts 2:24; 7:33; 13:25, 43; 22:30; 27:41; 1 Cor. 7:27; Eph. 2:14; 2 Pet. 3:10 (“melt”), 11 (“dissolved”), 12 (“dissolved”); 1 
John 3:8 (“destroy”); Rev. 1:5; 5:2; 9:14f; 20:3, 7.
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IV. THE EVERLASTING INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS: THE “ERETS” 

A. God’s Perpetual Covenant with the Land – The Hebrew word erets can be translated either 
“land” or “earth” according to context.  In the Hebraic worldview, the erets is everywhere 
assumed to be the final sphere of redemption and the perpetual inheritance of God’s people.  
Annihilationism fundamentally violates the covenants. 

The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where 
you are and look north and south, east and west.  15 All the land that you see I will give 
to you and your offspring forever… 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the 
land, for I am giving it to you."  (NIV Genesis 13:14-17) 

I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of 
your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I 
will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I 
will be their God." (NIV Genesis 17:7-8) 

Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, 
and there he blessed me  4 and said to me, 'I am going to make you fruitful and will 
increase your numbers. I will make you a community of peoples, and I will give this 
land as an everlasting possession to your descendants after you.'" (NIV Genesis 48:3-4) 

But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God… 13 "Remember your servants 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all 
this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'" (NIV Exodus 
32:11-13) 

So on that day Moses swore to me, "The land on which your feet have walked will be 
your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the 
LORD my God wholeheartedly." (NIV Joshua 14:9) 

That day David first committed to Asaph and his associates this psalm of thanks to the 
LORD… 15 He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a 
thousand generations,  16 the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to 
Isaac.  17 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant:  18 
"To you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit." (NIV 1 Chronicles 
16:7, 15-18) 

Now therefore in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of 
our God, observe and seek out all the commandments of the LORD your God, that you 
may possess this good land and leave it for an inheritance to your children after you 
forever. (ESV 1 Chronicles 28:8) 

O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel 
and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? (NIV 2 Chronicles 20:7) 

Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their daughters 
for your sons. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, that you may 
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be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it to your children as an 
everlasting inheritance. (NIV Ezra 9:12) 

The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will perish from his land. (NIV Psalm 
10:16) 

For the LORD loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones. They will be 
protected forever, but the offspring of the wicked will be cut off;  29 the righteous will 
inherit the land and dwell in it forever. (NIV Psalm 37:28-29)  

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD Almighty, in the city of our 
God: God makes her (“Mount Zion,” i.e. Jerusalem) secure forever. (NIV Psalm 48:8)  

He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.  8 He remembers his 
covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a thousand generations,  9 the 
covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac.  10 He confirmed it to 
Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant:  11 "To you I will give the land 
of Canaan as the portion you will inherit." (NIV Psalm 105:7-11) 

Praise the LORD… 5 He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his 
covenant forever.  6 He has shown his people the power of his works, giving them the 
lands of other nations… 9 He provided redemption for his people; he ordained his 
covenant forever—holy and awesome is his name. (NIV Psalm 111:1-9) 

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but 
endures forever.  2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his 
people both now and forevermore. (NIV Psalm 125:1-2)  

Although you have been forsaken and hated, with no one traveling through, I will make 
you the everlasting pride and the joy of all generations… 20 the LORD will be your 
everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.  21 Then will all your people be 
righteous and they will possess the land forever. (NIV Isaiah 60:15-21) 

Instead of their shame my people (“those who grieve in Zion”, v.3) will receive a double 
portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will 
inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs.  8 For I, the 
LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward them 
and make an everlasting covenant with them. (NIV Isaiah 61:7-8) 

But if you are careful to obey me, declares the LORD… 25 then kings who sit on 
David's throne will come through the gates of this city with their officials. They and 
their officials will come riding in chariots and on horses, accompanied by the men of 
Judah and those living in Jerusalem, and this city will be inhabited forever. (NIV 

Jeremiah 17:24-25) 

"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah…" 35 Thus says the LORD, who gives 
the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by 
night…36 "If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the LORD, then shall the 
offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever… 38 Behold, the days 
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are coming, declares the LORD, when the city shall be rebuilt for the LORD… It shall 
not be uprooted or overthrown anymore forever." (ESV Jeremiah 31:31-40; cf. 33:24-26) 

This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations 
where they have gone… 25 They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the 
land where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children will 
live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever.  26 I will make a 
covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them 
and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever.  27 My 
dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people.  28 
Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is 
among them forever. (NIV Ezekiel 37:21-28) 

I will betroth you (Israel) to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, 
in love and compassion.  20 I will betroth you in faithfulness (to the covenants), and you 
will acknowledge the LORD… 23 I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my 
love to the one I called "Not my loved one." (NIV Hosea 2:19-23) 

Judah will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem through all generations.  21 Their 
bloodguilt, which I have not pardoned, I will pardon.' The LORD dwells in Zion! (NIV Joel 
3:20-21) 

I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in 
them… 15 I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I 
have given them. (NIV Amos 9:14-15) 

Therefore, as surely as I live," declares the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, "surely 
Moab will become like Sodom, the Ammonites like Gomorrah-- a place of weeds and 
salt pits, a wasteland forever. The remnant of my people will plunder them; the 
survivors of my nation will inherit their land." (NIV Zephaniah 2:9) 

B. The Perpetuity of the Covenants – The promise of the erets is a central theme in God’s 
covenantal dealings with Abraham and his descendants.  God is abundantly clear throughout 
the later developments of redemptive history that this promise is never annulled.  If the 
promise to Israel is permanent, then the erets is likewise permanent. 

You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and you, O LORD, 
have become their God.  25 And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have 
made concerning your servant and his house. Do as you promised,  26 so that your 
name will be great forever. (NIV 2 Samuel 7:24-26)  

Therefore I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations; I will sing praises to your 
name.  51 He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing kindness (hesed, 
“covenantal faithfulness”) to his anointed, to David and his descendants forever. (NIV 2 
Samuel 22:50-51) 

And who is like your people Israel-- the one nation on earth whose God went out to 
redeem a people for himself, and to make a name for yourself… 22 You made your 
people Israel your very own forever, and you, O LORD, have become their God.  23 And 
now, LORD, let the promise you have made concerning your servant and his house be 
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established forever. Do as you promised,  24 so that it will be established and that your 
name will be great forever. (NIV 1 Chronicles 17:21-24) 

When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of the LORD above the 
temple, they knelt on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped 
and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, "He is good; his love (Hb. checed, “covenantal 
faithfulness”) endures forever." (NIV 2 Chronicles 7:3; cf. 1 Chr. 16:34, 41; 2 Chr. 5:13; 
7:6; 20:21; Ezra 3:11; Psa. 100:5; 106:1; 107:1; 117:2; 118:1ff, 29; 136:1ff; 138:8; Jer. 
33:11) 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love (Hb. checed) endures forever.  2 Let 
Israel say: "His love (Hb. checed) endures forever."  3 Let the house of Aaron say: "His 
love (Hb. checed) endures forever."  4 Let those who fear the LORD say: "His love (Hb. 
checed) endures forever." (NIV Psalm 118:1-4) 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all 
generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has 
made. (NIV Ps. 145:13) 

But Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation; you will never be 
put to shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting. (NIV Isaiah 45:17)  

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a 
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God did not reject his people, 
whom he foreknew.  11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? 
Not at all! … 28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; 
but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs,  29 for 
God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. (NIV Romans 11:1-29) 

C. The Perpetuity of the Dwelling of God – The perpetual promise of God is for the redemption of 
Israel in their erets.  However, this is only unto the greater purpose of the restoration of the 
dwelling of God with man, which in the Hebraic worldview is always associated with the erets. 

Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.  13 I 
have indeed built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever. (ESV 1 Kings 
8:12-13) 

And the LORD said to him, "I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have 
made before me. I have consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my 
name there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. (ESV 1 Kings 9:3) 

For David said, "The LORD, the God of Israel, has given rest to his people, and he 
dwells in Jerusalem forever." (ESV 1 Chronicles 23:25) 

He (Manasseh) built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, "My 
Name will remain in Jerusalem forever." (NIV 2 Chronicles 33:4)  

Why gaze in envy, O rugged mountains, at the mountain (Mt. Zion/Jerusalem) where 
God chooses to reign, where the LORD himself will dwell forever? (NIV Psalm 68:16)  

Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place for the soles of my feet. This 
is where I will live among the Israelites forever… 9 Now let them put away from me 
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their prostitution and the lifeless idols of their kings, and I will live among them 
forever. (NIV Ezekiel 43:7-9)  

D. The Perpetuity of the Messiah – The restoration of the dwelling of God with redeemed Israel 
on the erets is ultimately orchestrated by the coming Messiah.  It is the Messiah who will 
perpetually reign on the erets; it is Abraham’s descendents who will rule with him; and it is the 
land of Israel that is the locus of this redemptive activity. 

When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring 
to succeed you… 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever… 16 Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever. (NIV 2 Samuel 
7:12-16)  

My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for the king… 2 You are the 
most excellent of men and your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has 
blessed you forever… 5 Let your sharp arrows pierce the hearts of the king's enemies; 
let the nations fall beneath your feet.  6 Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. (NIV Psalm 45:1-6) 

Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness… 5 He 
will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations… 8 He will 
rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth… 11 All kings will bow 
down to him and all nations will serve him… 17 May his name endure forever; may it 
continue as long as the sun. All nations will be blessed through him, and they will call 
him blessed.  19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. (NIV Psalm 72:1-19) 

I will sing of the LORD's great love (Hb. checed) forever; with my mouth I will make 
your faithfulness known through all generations.  2 I will declare that your love (Hb. 
checed) stands firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.  3 
You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my 
servant,  4 'I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all 
generations.'… 27 I will also appoint him my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of 
the earth   28 I will maintain my love (Hb. checed) to him forever, and my covenant with 
him will never fail.  29 I will establish his line forever, his throne as long as the heavens 
endure… 35 Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness-- and I will not lie to David--  36 
that his line will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun;  37 it 
will be established forever like the moon, the faithful witness in the sky."  (NIV Psalm 
89:1-37) 

The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: "You are a priest forever, in the 
order of Melchizedek."  5 The Lord is at your right hand; he will crush kings on the day 
of his wrath.  6 He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers 
of the whole earth. (NIV Psalm 110:4-6) 

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 
David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. (NIV Isaiah 9:7)  
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This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations 
where they have gone… 25 They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the 
land where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children will 
live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever. (NIV Ezekiel 37:21, 
25) 

But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain (“kingdom”, v. 39ff) and 
filled the whole earth.  44 In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush 
all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. (NIV Daniel 
2:35, 44)  

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his 
presence.  14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations 
and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed… 26 "But 
the court will sit, and his power (“little horn”, v. 8) will be taken away and completely 
destroyed forever.  27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms 
under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. 
His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him." 
(NIV Daniel 7:13-27) 

In that day, declares the LORD, I will assemble the lame and gather those who have 
been driven away and those whom I have afflicted;  7 and the lame I will make the 
remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong nation; and the LORD will reign over 
them in Mount Zion from this time forth and forevermore. (ESV Micah 4:6-7) 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David,  33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end. (NIV Luke 1:32-33) 

The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, 
so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'?" (NIV John 12:34) 

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever." (ESV Revelation 11:15) 

V. CONCLUSION: THE END OF THE AGE VS. THE END OF THE WORLD 

A. Mistranslation of the Greek word for “age” (Gk. aion) has perpetuated the Hellenistic belief in 
the annihilation of creation and “the end of the world.” 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell 
us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of 
the end (Gk. sunteleia, “close” ESV) of the age (Gk. aion, “world” KJV)?" Matt. 24:3 

• <4930> sunte,leia sunteleia {soon-tel'-i-ah} 
Meaning:  1) completion, consummation, end  
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Origin:  from 4931 [Gk. sunteleo: “to complete, accomplish”]; TDNT - 8:64,1161; n f 

Usage:  AV - end 6; 6 

• <165> aivw,n aion {ahee-ohn'} 
Meaning:  1) for ever, an unbroken age, perpetuity of time, eternity 2) the worlds, universe 
3) period of time, age [Liddell-Scott: “1) one's lifetime, life 2) an age, generation 3) a long 
space of time, an age 4) a definite space of time, an era, epoch, age, period”] 

Origin:  from the same as 104 [Gk. aei: “perpetually…”]; TDNT - 1:197,31; n m 

Usage:  AV - ever 71, world 38, never + 3364 + 1519 + 3588 6, evermore 4, age 2, 
eternal 2, misc 5; 128 

Usage: NASB - age(20), ages(6), ancient time(1), beginning of time(m)(1), course(m)(1), 
eternal(2),eternity(1), ever*(2), forever(27), forever and ever(20), forevermore(2), 
never*(8), old(2), time(1), world(m)(7),worlds(m)(1). 

The field is the world (Gk. kosmos)… 39 The harvest is the end of the age (Gk. aion, 
“world” KJV), and the harvesters are angels.  40 As the weeds are pulled up and burned 
in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age (Gk. aion, “world” KJV).  41 The Son of Man 
will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes 
sin and all who do evil (i.e. regeneration)… 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age 
(Gk. aion, “world” KJV). The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous  50 and throw them into the fiery furnace (i.e. Gehenna), where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NIV Matthew 13:38-50) 

B. Though we endure the tyranny of death in this age, we are not left alone in it.  Jesus promised 
that he would be with us—that he would carry us through—to the end of this age. We will not 
be left as orphans during this age; we are given the Holy Spirit as an assurance of the age to 
come, leading us and strengthening us in our belief in the resurrection. 

Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Gk. 
aion, “world” KJV)." (ESV Matthew 28:18-20) 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,  17 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you (as a deposit 
initially, then fully forevermore).  18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19 
Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live 
(resurrected as a firstfruits), you also will live (in the resurrection).  20 In that day (of the 
resurrection) you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. (NIV John 
14:16-20) 
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Class 5b: Biblical Cosmology 
The Heavens and the Earth 

I. THE "HEAVENS" IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

A. Introduction: The Cosmological Conundrum 

1. The biblical metaphysical construct is profoundly simple, yet infinitely complex and difficult 
to wrap the mind around.  The reason for this difficulty ultimately boils down to something of 
a “fishbowl dilemma.”  Being human we are ultimately confined to our own perception of 
existence, unless communication from beyond our perception is given to us.  Thus, apart 
from diving revelation (i.e. Scriptures), we have no hope understanding the reality of our 
metaphysical construct. 

2. Being the foundation of a biblical worldview, biblical cosmology is thus the first thing to 
come under the assault of the evolutionary minded (Christian and secular alike).  Simplistic, 
and often erroneous, Newtonian minded illustrations are used to dismiss biblical 
cosmology, and thus biblical cosmogeny, eschatology, missiology, etc. (see diagrams on 
next several pages) 
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3. Naturalism’s cosmology will change many times over as the years unfold, but the biblical 
metaphysical construct will ultimately hold true.  We know this to be true, a posteriori, 
because it is the only construct that has produced a real immortal, resurrected human 
being, i.e. Jesus of Nazareth, the “living hope” (1 Pe. 1:3) of our own resurrection. 
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The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by hands… 26 From one man he made every 
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the 
times set for them and the exact places where they should live… 31 For he has set a 
day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has 
given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead. (NIV Acts 17:24-31) 

B. The Expanse Amidst the Waters 

In the beginning, God created the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heaven” KJV) and the 
earth.  2 The earth was without form and void (Hb. tohu b'bohu, “formless and empty” NIV, 
cf. Job 26:7; Is. 45:18; Jer. 4:23), and darkness was over the face of the deep (Hb. 
tehom). And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters (Hb. mayim)… 6 
And God said, "Let there be an expanse (Hb. raqiya) in the midst of the waters (Hb. 
mayim), and let it separate the waters from the waters."  7 And God made the expanse 
and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were 
above the expanse. And it was so.  8 And God called the expanse Heaven (Hb. 
shamayim nMPA, “sky” NRSV/NIV/NLT). (ESV Genesis 1:1-8) 

• <7549> [;yqir' raqiya {raw-kee'-ah} 

Meaning:  1) extended surface (solid), expanse, firmament 1a) expanse (flat as base, 
support) 1b) firmament (of vault of heaven supporting waters above) 1b1) considered by 
Hebrews as solid and supporting 'waters' above  4

Origin:  from 07554; TWOT - 2217a; n m 

Usage:  AV - firmament 17; 17 

• <4325> ~yIm; mayim {mah'-yim}  

Meaning:  1) water, waters 1a) water 1b) water of the feet, urine 1c) of danger, violence, 
transitory things, refreshment (fig.)  

Origin:  dual of a primitive noun (but used in a singular sense); TWOT - 1188; n m 

Usage:  AV - water 571, piss 2, waters + 06440 2, watersprings 2, misc 5; 582 

• <8064> ~yIm;v' shamayim {shaw-mah'-yim} 

 “A large number of Bible verses refer to God ‘stretching out’ or ‘spreading out’ the heavens… In these verses the Hebrew 4

words translated ‘stretch out’ come from the verb hjn (natah), whose primary meaning is ‘extend, stretch out… spread out’ [6, p. 235].  
In three of the verses (2 Samuel 22:10, Psalm 18:9, and Psalm 144:5) the verb is translated be a secondary meaning, ‘to bow.’  The 
Hebrew words translated ‘spread out’ come from the verbs xtm (matach) ‘spread out’, xpj (taphach) ‘spread out, extend’, or [qr (raqa) 
‘stamp, spread out.’  The last verb (from Job 37:18) is related to the noun ‘expanse’ (raqia) mentioned in sect. 3.  So these 17 verses 
use four different verbs to communicate the idea of stretching and spreading.” (D. Russell Humphreys, Starlight and Time (Master 
Books, 1994), 66.]
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Meaning:  1) heaven, heavens, sky 1a) visible heavens, sky 1a1) as abode of the stars 
1a2) as the visible universe, the sky, atmosphere, etc 1b) Heaven (as the abode of God)  5

Origin:  from an unused root meaning to be lofty; TWOT - 2407a; n m 

Usage:  AV - heaven 398, air 21; 419 

 

• Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA) and 
stretched them out (amidst the waters), who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it (ESV 

Isaiah 42:5; cf. Is. 45:11-12; cf. Job 9:8; Ps. 104:2; Is. 44:24; 51:13; Jer. 10:12; Zech. 
12:1) 

1. Abode of Birds  

Then God said, "Let the waters (Hb. mayim) abound with an abundance of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face (Hb. panim, “open” KJV/

 The heavens are frequently described in figurative language as having windows (Gen 7:11; 2Kings 7:2…), gates (Gen 28:7), 5

doors (Psa 78:23), pillars (Job 26:11), and foundations (2Sam 22:8). They are stretched out and spread out like a tent or a curtain (Isa 
40:22). The use of such figurative language no more necessitates the adoption of a pagan cosmology than does the modern use of the 
term ‘sunrise’ imply astronomical ignorance. The imagery is often phenomenological, and is both convenient and vividly forceful. Thus a 
disobedient Israel would find the heavens to be like iron (Lev 26:19) or like bronze (Deut 28:23), not yielding the much-needed rain. 
Note that if the heavens were conceived of as a metallic vault, as is commonly suggested from Gen 1:8, 14 etc., the above passages 
would be meaningless, since the skies would already be metal. The word r¹qîa° (q.v.) comes from the verb meaning ‘to hammer out’ 
and ‘stretch (a piece of metal) out’ as an overlay. It is the idea of spreading out that carries over to the noun, not the idea of a metallic 
substance. ‘Expanse’ is an acceptable translation.” (“shāmayim,” TWOT, 2407a)
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NASB) of the firmament (Hb. raqiya ) of the heavens (Hb. shamayim)."  21 So God 6

created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the 
waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its 
kind. (NKJV Genesis 1:20-21) 

You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven (Ar. shamayin nMDD) has 
given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory,  38 and into whose 
hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, 
and the birds of the heavens (Ar. shamayin nMDD), making you rule over them all- 
you are the head of gold. (ESV Daniel 2:37-38) 

2. Abode of Rain, Snow, Thunder, etc. 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, 
“heavens” NLT) and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout… (ESV Isaiah 55:10) 

The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; against them he will 
thunder in heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” NASB). (ESV 1 Samuel 2:10) 

From whose womb did the ice come forth, and who has given birth to the frost of 
heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” NIV/NLT)? (ESV Job 38:29) 

3. Abode of Sun, Moon and Stars 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens (Hb. raqiya 
h'shamayim) to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years,  15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens (Hb. raqiya h'shamayim) to give light upon the earth." And it was so.  16 And 
God made the two great lights- the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night- and the stars. (ESV Genesis 1:14-16) 

And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” 
NRSV), and when you see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of 
heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA), you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve 
them, things that the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the 
whole heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA). (ESV Deuteronomy 4:19) 

When I look at your heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA), the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful 
of him, and the son of man that you care for him? (ESV Psalm 8:3) 

4. Abode of God  7

 “c.1250, from L. firmamentum ‘firmament,’ lit. ‘a support or strengthening,’ from firmus ‘firm’ (see firm (adj.)), used in Vulgate 6

to translate Gk. stereoma ‘firm or solid structure,’ which translated Heb. raqia, a word used of both the vault of the sky and the floor of 
the earth in the O.T., probably lit. ‘expanse,’ from raqa ‘to spread out,’ but in Syriac meaning ‘to make firm or solid,’ hence the erroneous 
translation.” (See Online Etymology Dictionary, Douglas Harper ed., “Firmament,” available from http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?
term=firmament.)

 A full list of OT references would include: Deut. 26:15; 1 Ki. 8:30, 39, 43, 49; 1 Ch. 16:31; 21:26; 2 Ch. 2:6; 6:18, 21, 27, 30, 7

33, 35, 39; 30:27; Ne. 9:27; Job 22:12, 14; Ps. 2:4; 11:4; 20:6; 33:13; 102:19; 103:19; 113:5; 123:1; 135:6; Eccl. 5:2; Is. 57:15; 63:15; 
66:1; Jer. 23:24; Lam. 3:41, 50; Dan. 4:35; 5:23; Zec. 2:13.

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=firmament
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=firmament
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And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching 
to heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” NET); and behold, the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it.  13 And behold, the LORD stood above it… (NASB 

Genesis 28:12-13) 

Look down from your holy habitation, from heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA), and bless 
your people Israel and the ground that you have given us, as you swore to our 
fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey. (ESV Deuteronomy 26:15) 

And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray 
toward this place. And listen in heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA) your dwelling place 
(Hb. maqom yashab), and when you hear, forgive. (ESV 1 Kings 8:30) 

• <3427> bv;y" yashab {yaw-shab'}  

Meaning:  1) to dwell, remain, sit, abide…  

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 922; v 

Usage:  AV - dwell 437, inhabitant 221, sit 172, abide 70, inhabit 39…; 1088 

For he looked down from his holy height; from heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA) the 
LORD gazed upon the earth,  20 to hear the groaning of the prisoner; to set free 
those who were doomed to death. (NASB Psalm 102:19-20) 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! … You are clothed with splendor and majesty,  2 
covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching out the heavens like a 
tent.  3 He lays the beams (Hb. qarah, “rafters” NLT) of his chambers (Hb. aliyah, 
“upper chambers” NASB/NKJV/NIV) on the waters (Hb. b'mayim, “in, at, by, with, 
among”; “in the waters” NASB/KJV/NKJV); he makes the clouds his chariot; he rides 
on the wings of the wind;  4 he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a 
flaming fire.  5 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be 
moved. (ESV Psalm 104:1-5) 

• <5944> hY"li[] `aliyah {al-ee-yaw'}  

Meaning:  1) roof-room, roof chamber  

Origin:  from 05927; TWOT - 1624f; n f 

Usage:  AV - chamber 12, parlour 4, going up 2, ascent 1, loft 1; 20 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the 
foundations of the earth?  22 It is he who sits (Hb. yashab, “sits enthroned” NIV) above 
the circle (Hb. n. chuwg) of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who 
stretches out the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA) like a curtain, and spreads them 
like a tent to dwell in (Hb. yashab);  23 who brings princes to nothing, and makes the 
rulers of the earth as emptiness (Hb. tohu, cf. Gen. 1:2). (ESV Isaiah 40:21-23) 

• <2329> gWx chuwg {khoog}  

Meaning:  1) circle, circuit, compass 2) (BDB) vault (of the heavens)  
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Origin:  from 02328 [Hb. v. chuwg, “to encircle, encompass, describe a circle, draw 
round, make a circle”]; TWOT - 615a; n m 

Usage:  AV - circle 1, circuit 1, compass 1; 3 [Job 22:14; Prov. 8:27; Is. 40:22] 

• The LORD possessed me (Wisdom) at the beginning of His way, before His works 
of old.  23 From everlasting I was established, from the beginning, from the 
earliest times of the earth… 26 While He had not yet made the earth and the fields, 
nor the first dust of the world.  27 When He established the heavens (amidst the 
waters), I was there, when He inscribed a circle (Hb. n. chuwg) on the face of the 
deep (Hb. tehom),  28 when He made firm (Hb. amats, “established” KJV/NKJV/NIV) 
the skies (Hb. shachaq, “clouds” KJV/NKJV/NIV/NLT) above… 30 then I was beside 
Him, as a master workman. (NASB Proverbs 8:22-30) 

• He stretches out the north (Hb. tsaphon) over the void (Hb. tohu, cf. Gen. 1:2) and 
hangs the earth on nothing… 9 He covers the face of the full moon and spreads 
over it his cloud.  10 He has inscribed a circle (Hb. v. chuwg) on the face of the 
waters (Hb. mayim) at the boundary between light and darkness (cf. Gen. 1:3-5).  11 
The pillars of heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” NIV) tremble and are 
astounded at his rebuke. (ESV Job 26:7-11) 

• Is not God in the heights of heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” ESV/NRSV/
NLT)? And see how lofty are the highest stars!  13 Yet you (Job) say, "What does 
God know? Does he judge through such darkness?  14 Thick clouds veil him, so 
he does not see us as he goes about in the vaulted (Hb. n. chuwg) heavens (Hb. 
shamayim nMPA, “on the vault of heaven” ESV/NASB/NLT, “on the dome of heaven” 
NRSV, “above the circle of heaven” NKJV, “in the circuit of heaven” KJV)." (NIV Job 
22:12-14) 

C. “Heaven of Heavens” 

Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” NIV/NLT) 
and the heaven of heavens (Hb. shameh h'shamayim, “highest heavens” NASB/NKJV/NIV/ 
NLT), the earth with all that is in it.  15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your 
fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this 
day. (ESV Deuteronomy 10:14-15) 

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, 
“heavens” NIV) and the highest heaven (Hb. shameh h'shamayim, “heaven of heavens” 
KJV/NKJV) cannot contain you; how much less this house that I (Solomon) have built! 
(ESV 1 Kings 8:27; cf. 2 Chron. 2:6; 6:18) 

You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” 
NASB/NIV), the heaven of heavens (Hb. shameh h'shamayim, “highest heavens” NIV), with 
all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you 
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA) worships you. (ESV 

Nehemiah 9:6) 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA); praise him 
in the heights!  2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!  3 Praise him, sun 
and moon, praise him, all you shining stars!  4 Praise him, you highest heavens (Hb. 
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shameh h'shamayim, “heavens of heavens” KJV/NKJV), and you waters (Hb. mayim) 
above the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA)! (ESV Psalm 148:1-4) 

• For thus says the high and exalted One who lives forever, whose name is Holy, "I 
dwell on a high and holy place (i.e. the height of the heavens), and also with the 
contrite and lowly of spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the 
heart of the contrite." (NASB Isaiah 57:15) 

D. The Throne in the Heavens 

And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: "O LORD the God of Israel, who is 
enthroned (Hb. yashab, “dwells” KJV/NKJV) above the cherubim, you are the God, you 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, 
“heavens” NLT) and earth." (ESV 2 Kings 19:15) 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against 
the LORD and against his anointed… 4 He who sits (Hb. yashab, “enthroned” NIV) in the 
heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA) laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. (ESV Psalm 
2:2-4) 

The LORD has established his throne in the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heaven” 
NIV/NKJV), and his kingdom rules over all. (ESV Psalm 103:19) 

The LORD is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens (Hb. shamayim 
nMPA). 5 Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned (Hb. yashab) on 
high, 6 who stoops down to look on the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA) and the earth? 
(NIV Psalm 113:4-6) 

To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned (Hb. yashab) in the heavens (Hb. 
shamayim nMPA)! (ESV Psalm 123:1) 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up (Hb. nasa, “elevated” NET); and the train of his robe filled the temple. (ESV Isaiah 6:1) 

Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  22 He sits enthroned (Hb. 
yashab) above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He 
stretches out the heavens (Hb. shamayim nMPA) like a canopy, and spreads them out 
like a tent to live in (Hb. yashab, “dwell in” KJV/NKJV/NASB/ESV). (NIV Isaiah 40:21-22) 

Look down from heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA) and see from your lofty throne, holy and 
glorious. Where are your zeal and your might? (NIV Isaiah 63:15) 

Thus says the LORD: "Heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA, “heavens” NET) is my throne, and 
the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is 
the place of my rest?" (ESV Isaiah 66:1) 

This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued 
against my lord the king… Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge 
that the Most High (Ar. illay) is sovereign over the kingdoms of men (i.e. cosmological ~ 
governmental) and gives them to anyone he wishes.  26 The command to leave the 
stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when 
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you acknowledge that Heaven rules (Ar. shamayin nMPA; “the heavens do rule” KJV). (NIV 

Daniel 4:24-26) 

• <5943> yL'[i `illay (Aramaic) {il-lah'-ee} 

Meaning:  1) highest, the Most High  8

Origin:  corresponding to 05942 [Hb. illiy, “upper” 2]; TWOT - 2909d; adj 

Usage:  AV - the most High 5, most high 4, high 1; 10  9

• Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 8 If I 
ascend to heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA), you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you 
are there! 9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. (ESV 

Psalm 139:7-10) 
• "Can a man hide himself in hiding places, So I do not see him?" declares the LORD. 

"Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD. (NASB Jeremiah 23:24) 
E. The Temple in the Heavens 

The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD's throne is in heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA); 
his eyes see, his eyelids test, the children of man. (ESV Psalm 11:4) 

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, lest, if you be silent to me, I 
become like those who go down to the pit.  2 Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, 
when I cry to you for help, when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary.  3 
Do not drag me off with the wicked, with the workers of evil… (ESV Psalm 28:1-3) 

Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones (“heavenly beings” ESV/NRSV), ascribe to the 
LORD glory and strength… 9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the 
forests bare. And in his temple all cry, "Glory!"  10 The LORD sits enthroned over the 
flood; the LORD is enthroned as King forever. (NIV Psalm 29:1-10) 

In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave 
(Hb. sheol) I called for help, and you listened to my cry.  3 You hurled me into the deep, 
into the very heart of the seas… 4 I said, "I have been banished from your sight; yet I 
will look again toward your holy temple."… 6 To the roots of the mountains I sank 
down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But you brought my life up from the pit, 
O LORD my God.  7 When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, and my 
prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. (NIV Jonah 2:2-7) 

• Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who 
has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens (Gk. 
ouranos nMPD),  2 a minister in the sanctuary (Gk. hagios aPG, “holy places” ESV), and 

 This is not to be confused with Hb. elyown, which is also translated “Most High”, usually used in tandem with Hb. el, i.e. “God 8

Most High” (cf. Gen. 14:18ff, 22; Num. 24:16; Deut. 32:8; 2 Sam. 22:14; Psa. 7:17; 9:2; 18:13; 21:7; 46:4; 47:2; 50:14; 57:2; 73:11; 
77:10; 78:17, 35, 56; 82:6; 83:18; 87:5; 91:1, 9; 92:1; 97:9; 107:11; Isa. 14:14; Lam. 3:35, 38; Dan. 3:26; 4:2, 17, 24f, 32, 34; 5:18, 21; 
7:18, 22, 25, 27; Hos. 11:7).

 Josh. 15:19; Judg. 1:15; 1 Sam. 1:3, 9, 12ff, 17, 25; 2:11f, 20, 22, 27; 3:1f, 5f, 8f, 12, 14ff; 4:4, 11, 13ff; 14:3; 1 Kgs 2:27; 9

Prov. 27:22.
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in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched (cf. Ps. 104:2; Is. 40:22; etc.), not man.  3 
For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices… those who offer 
the gifts according to the Law;  5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
things (Gk. epouranios aPG; cf. “heavenly places,” Eph. 1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12; etc.), just 
as Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle… (NASB 

Hebrews 8:1-5) 
• And in the same way he (Moses) sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of 

the ministry with the blood… 23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the 
things in the heavens (Gk. ouranos nMPD) should be purified with these (sacrifices)… 
24 For Christ has not entered the holy places (Gk. hagios aPA, “sanctuary” NIV) made 
with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself (Gk. ouranos nMSA), 
now to appear in the presence of God for us;  25 not that He should offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of 
another--  26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the 
world… (NKJV Hebrews 9:23-26) 

Hear, O peoples, all of you, listen, O earth and all who are in it, that the Sovereign 
LORD may witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple.  3 Look! The LORD is 
coming from his dwelling place; he comes down and treads the high places of the 
earth. (NIV Micah 1:2-3) 

Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people's labor is only fuel for the fire, 
that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?  14 For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea… 20 the LORD is in 
his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him." (NIV Habakkuk 2:13-20) 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted 
(“elevated” NET), and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2 Above him were 
seraphs… 3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."  4 At the sound of their voices the 
doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. (NIV Isaiah 
6:1-4) 

• After this I looked and in heaven, the temple, that is, the tabernacle of the Testimony, 
was opened.  6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues… 8 
And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and 
no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
completed. (NIV Revelation 15:5-8) 

• "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he will reign for ever and ever." … 19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened, 
and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And there came flashes of 
lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm (signs of 
the Day of the Lord). (NIV Revelation 11:18-19) 

II. THE “HEAVENS” IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens (Gk. ouranos nMPN, “heaven” NIV) were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;  17 and behold, a voice from 
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heaven (Gk. ouranos nMPG, “heavens” NASB) said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased." (ESV Matthew 3:16-17) 

• <3772> ouvrano,j ouranos {oo-ran-os'} 

Meaning:  1) the vaulted expanse of the sky with all things visible in it… 2) the region above 
the sidereal heavens, the seat of order of things eternal and consummately perfect where 
God dwells and other heavenly beings  

Origin:  perhaps from the same as 3735; the sky; TDNT - 5:497,736; n m 

Usage:  AV - heaven 268, air 10, sky 5, heavenly + 1537; 284  10

• …to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-- to bring all 
things in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMPD, “heavens” NASB) and on earth together under one 
head, even Christ. (NIV Ephesians 1:10) 

• For our citizenship is in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMPD), from which also we eagerly wait for 
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ… (NASB Philippians 3:20) 

• For by him all things were created, in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMPD, “heavens” NASB) and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities- all 
things were created through him and for him… 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMPD), making peace by 
the blood of his cross. (ESV Colossians 1:16, 20) 

• In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth?  10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above 
(Gk. huperano “higher than” NIV) all the heavens (Gk. ouranos nMPG), that he might fill all 
things. (ESV Ephesians 4:9-10) 

A. “Third Heaven” 

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven (Gk. 
tritou ouranou nMSG) - whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows.  3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise (Gk. paradeisos)- 
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows-  4 and he heard 
things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. (ESV 2 Corinthians 12:2-4) 

• <3857> para,deisoj paradeisos {par-ad'-i-sos} 
Meaning:  1) among the Persians a grand enclosure or preserve, hunting ground, park… 
2) a garden, pleasure ground… 3) the part of Hades which was thought by the later Jews 

 Plural: Matt. 3:2, 16f; 4:17; 5:3, 10, 12, 16, 19, 20, 45; 6:1, 9; 7:11, 21; 8:11; 10:7, 32, 33; 11:11, 12; 12:50; 13:11, 24, 31, 33, 10

44, 45, 47, 52; 16:17, 19; 18:1, 3, 4, 10, 14, 19, 23; 19:12, 14, 21, 23; 20:1; 22:2; 23:13; 24:29, 31, 36; 25:1; Mark 1:10, 11; 11:25; 
12:25; 13:25; Luke 10:20; 12:33; 18:22; 21:26; Acts 2:34; 7:56; 2 Cor. 5:1; Eph. 1:10, 3:15; 4:10; 6:9; Phil. 3:20; Col. 1:5, 16, 20; 1 
Thess. 1:10; Heb. 1:10; 3:1; 4:14; 6:4; 7:26; 8:1, 5; 9:23; 12:25; 1 Pet. 1:4; 2 Pet. 3:5, 7, 10, 12, 13; Rev. 12:12. 

Singular: Matt. 5:18, 34; 6:10, 20; 11:23, 25; 14:19; 16:1; 18:18; 21:25; 22:30; 23:22; 24:29, 30, 35; 26:64; 28:2, 18; Mark 6:41; 
7:34; 8:11; 10:21; 11:30, 31; 13:25; 13:25, 27, 31, 32; 14:62; 16:19; Luke 2:13, 15; 3:21f; 4:25; 6:23; 9:16, 54; 10:15, 18, 21; 11:13, 16; 
13:19; 15:7, 18, 21; 16:17; 17:29; 18:13; 19:38; 20:4, 5; 21:11, 33; 22:43; 24:51; John 1:32, 51; 3:12f, 27, 31; 6:31ff, 38, 41f, 50f, 58; 
12:28; 17:1; Acts 1:10, 11; 2:2, 5, 19; 3:21; 4:12, 24; 7:42, 49, 55; 9:3; 10:11, 16; 11:5, 9, 10; 14:15, 17; 17:24; 22:6; 26:13, 19; Rom. 
1:18; 10:6; 1 Cor. 8:5; 15:40, 47, 48, 49; 2 Cor. 5:2; 12:2; Gal. 1:8; Col. 1:23; 4:1; 1 Thess. 4:16; 2 Thess. 1:7; Heb. 9:24; 11:12; 12:26; 
Jam. 5:12, 18; 1 Pet. 1:12; 3:22; 2 Pet. 1:18; Rev. 3:12; 4:1, 2; 5:3, 13; 8:1, 10; 9:1; 10:1, 4, 5, 6, 8; 11:12, 13, 15, 19; 12:1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 
10; 13:6, 13; 14:2, 7, 13, 17; 15:1, 5; 16:11, 21; 18:1, 4f, 20; 19:1, 11, 14; 20:1, 9; 21:1, 2, 10.



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 5b: Biblical Cosmology - The Heavens and the Earth         Page  of 29 264

to be the abode of the souls of pious until the resurrection: but some understand this to be 
a heavenly paradise 4) the upper regions of the heavens.  

Origin:  of Oriental origin cf 06508; TDNT - 5:765,777; n m 

Usage:  AV - paradise 3; 3 [Lk. 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:3; Rev. 2:7] 

• And the LORD God planted a garden (Gk. paradeisos LXX ) in Eden, in the east, and 11

there he put the man whom he had formed. (ESV Genesis 2:8) 
• And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise (Gk. 

paradeisos)." (ESV Luke 23:43) 
• To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise 

(Gk. paradeisos) of God. (ESV Revelation 2:7) 
B.  “Heavenly [Places]” 

1. Abode of God/Jesus/Angels 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places (Gk. epouranios aNPD)… 
19 according to the working of his great might  20 that he worked in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places 
(Gk. epouranios aNPD),  21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion 
(i.e. demonic), and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come. (ESV Ephesians 1:3-21) 

• <2032> evpoura,nioj epouranios {ep-oo-ran'-ee-os}  

Meaning:  1) existing in heaven 1a) things that take place in heaven 1b) the heavenly 
regions… 

Origin:  from 1909 [epi, positional prep.] and 3772 [ouranos]; TDNT - 5:538,736; adj 

Usage:  AV - heavenly 16, celestial 2, in heaven 1, high 1; 20  12

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name,  10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven (Gk. 
epouranios aMPG, “things in heaven” KJV) and on earth (Gk. epigeios aMPG) and 
under the earth (Gk. katachthonios aMPG),  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (ESV Philippians 2:9-11) 

2. Arena of Angelic/Demonic Interaction 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air (Gk. 
aer), the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience… 4 But God, being 
rich in mercy… 5 made us alive together with Christ… 6 and raised us up with him 

 Paradeisos is used 27 times in the LXX: Gen. 2:8ff, 15f; 3:1ff, 8, 10, 23f; 13:10; Num. 24:6; 2 Chr. 33:20; Neh. 2:8; Eccl. 2:5; 11

Song 4:13; Joel 2:3; Isa. 1:30; 51:3; Jer. 36:5; Ezek. 28:13; 31:8f.

 John 3:12; 1 Cor. 15:40, 48f; Eph. 1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12; Phil. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:18; Heb. 3:1; 6:4; 8:5; 9:23; 11:16; 12:22.12
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and seated us with him in the heavenly places (Gk. epouranios aNPD) in Christ 
Jesus… (ESV Ephesians 2:1-6) 

• <109> avh,r aer {ah-ayr'} 

Meaning:  1) the air, particularly the lower and denser air as distinguished from the 
higher and rarer air 2) the atmospheric region  

Origin:  from aemi (to breathe unconsciously, i.e. respire; by analogy, to blow); TDNT - 
1:165,25; n m 

Usage:  AV - air 7; 7  13

To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach 
to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ… 10 so that through the church 
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities (i.e. demonic) in the heavenly places (Gk. epouranios aNPD). (ESV 

Ephesians 3:8-10) 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes 
of the devil.  12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers (i.e. demonic) over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places (Gk. 
epouranios aNPD). (ESV Ephesians 6:11-12) 

C. “Midheaven” 

And I saw another angel flying in midheaven (Gk. mesouranema), having an eternal 
gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and 
tongue and people… (NASB Revelation 14:6) 

• <3321> mesoura,nhma mesouranema {mes-oo-ran'-ay-mah}  

Meaning:  1) mid-heaven 2) the highest point in the heavens, which the sun occupies at 
noon, where what is done can be seen and heard by all  

Origin:  from a compound of 3319 [Gk. mesos, “middle”] and 3772 [Gk. ouranos, 
“heaven”] 

Usage:  AV - midst of heaven 3; 3 [Rev. 8:13; 14:6; 19:17] 

• As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat… 21 As I 
watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them,  22 until 
the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the 
Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom. (NIV Daniel 7:9-22) 

• Now war arose in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSD), Michael and his angels fighting 
against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back,  8 but he was 
defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSD).  
9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the 

 Note that there is no clear distinction made between the immediate air (Acts 22:23; 1 Cor. 9:26; 14:9; Rev. 9:2) and the 13

general atmosphere (Eph. 2:2; 1 Thess. 4:17; 16:17).
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devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world- he was thrown down to the earth, 
and his angels were thrown down with him.  10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven 
(Gk. ouranos nMSD), saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 
our God and the authority of his Christ have come… 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens 
(Gk. ouranos nMPN) and you who dwell in them!" (ESV Revelation 12:7-12) 

• God presides in the great assembly; he gives judgment among the "gods"… 6 "I said, 
'You are "gods"; you are all sons of the Most High.'  7 But you will die like mere men; 
you will fall like every other ruler."  8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the 
nations are your inheritance. (NIV Psalm 82:1-8) 

• One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also 
came with them.  7 The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan 
answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in 
it." (NIV Job 1:6-7) 

D. “Kingdom of the Heavens”  14

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
(Gk. ouranos nMPG) is at hand." (ESV Matthew 4:17) 

Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven (Gk. 
ouranos nMPG), but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven (Gk. 
ouranos nMPD). (ESV Matthew 7:21) 

E. Examples of “Heaven” in the New Testament 

And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSA) 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (ESV 

John 1:51) 

…he (Peter) fell into a trance  11 and saw the heavens (Gk. ouranos nMSA) opened and 
something like a great sheet descending… (ESV Acts 10:10-11) 

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSD)! 
(ESV Revelation 4:1) 

F. “Heaven” and “Heavens” Used in Tandem in the New Testament 

Our Father in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMPD), hallowed be your name.  10 Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSD). (ESV Matthew 
6:9-10) 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSG), and the 
powers of the heavens (Gk. ouranos nMPG) will be shaken. (ESV Matthew 24:29) 

 The phrase occurs 32 times in the NT; all of which are in Matthew, and all of which contain the plural “heavens”: 3:2; 4:17; 14

5:3, 10, 19f; 7:21; 8:11; 10:7; 11:11f; 13:11, 24, 31, 33, 44f, 47, 52; 16:19; 18:1, 3f, 23; 19:12, 14, 23; 20:1; 22:2; 23:13; 25:1.  It is 
comparable to “kingdom of God” used 71 times throughout the NT (Matt. 6:33; 12:28; 19:24; 21:31, 43; Mark 1:15; 4:11, 26, 30; 9:1, 47; 
10:14f, 23ff; 12:34; 14:25; 15:43; Luke 4:43; 6:20; 7:28; 8:1, 10; 9:2, 11, 27, 60, 62; 10:9, 11; 11:20; 13:18, 20, 28f; 14:15; 16:16; 17:20f; 
18:16f, 24f, 29; 19:11; 21:31; 22:16, 18; 23:51; John 3:3, 5; Acts 1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 28:23, 31; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20; 6:9f; 15:50; 
Gal. 5:21; Col. 4:11; 2 Thess. 1:5); the two are directly equated in Matt. 19:23-24.
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For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens (Gk. ouranos 
nMPD).  2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling 
from heaven (Gk. ouranos nMSG). (NASB 2 Corinthians 5:1-2) 

III. MODERN CREATIONIST COSMOLOGIES 

A. C-decay  15

B. White Hole Cosmology  16

C. Cosmic Center Model  17

D. Cosmological Relativity  18

 T. G. Norman and B. Setterfield, The Atomic Constants, Light and Time (Privately published, 1990), 88 pp; Carl Wieland, 15

“Speed of light slowing down after all? Famous physicist makes headlines,” Journal of Creation 16(3):7–10 (December 2002); archived 
at http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/2551; John G. Hartnett, “Is there any evidence for a change in c? Implications for 
creationist cosmology,” Journal of Creation 16(3):89–94 (December 2002); archived at http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/5866.

 D. Russell Humphreys, Starlight and Time: Solving the Puzzle of Distant Starlight in a Young Universe (Master Books, 16

1994); D.Russell Humphreys, “New vistas of space-time rebut the critics,” Journal of Creation 12(2):195–212 (August 1998); D. Russell 
Humphreys, “Our galaxy is the centre of the universe, ‘quantized’ redshifts show,” Journal of Creation 16(2):95–104 (August 2002); 
archived at http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/1570.

 Robert V. Gentry, “A new redshift interpretation,” Modern Physics Letters A 12(37):2919–2925 (1997); archived at http://17

www.robertvgentry.com/reports/arxiv-1998-redshift.pdf; R.V. Gentry, “Collapse of Big Bang Cosmology and the Emergence of the New 
Cosmic Center Model of the Universe,” Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith 56(4):266-276 (2004); archived at http://
www.robertvgentry.com/reports/perspectives-2004-collapse-of-big-bang.pdf.

 John Hartnett, Starlight, Time and the New Physics (Creation Book Publishers, 2007); John Hartnett and Alex Williams, 18

Dismantling the Big Bang: God’s Universe Rediscovered (Master Books, 2005); John G. Hartnett, “Recent cosmic microwave 
background data supports creationist cosmologies,” Journal of Creation 15(1):8–12 (April 2001); archived at http://
creationontheweb.com/content/view/1825; John G. Hartnett, “Dark matter and a cosmological constant in a creationist cosmology? 
Journal of Creation 19(1):82–87 (April 2005); archived at http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/4625.

http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/1825
http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/1825
http://creationontheweb.com/content/view/4625
http://www.robertvgentry.com/reports/arxiv-1998-redshift.pdf
http://www.robertvgentry.com/reports/arxiv-1998-redshift.pdf
http://www.robertvgentry.com/reports/perspectives-2004-collapse-of-big-bang.pdf
http://www.robertvgentry.com/reports/perspectives-2004-collapse-of-big-bang.pdf
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SUPPLEMENTAL NOTES: SHEOL, HADES AND GEHENNA 

I. WORD STUDIES 

A. <7585> lAav. she'owl {sheh-ole'} or laov. sheol {sheh-ole'} 

Meaning:  1) sheol, underworld, grave, hell, pit 1a) the underworld 1b) Sheol - the OT 
designation for the abode of the dead 1b1) place of no return 1b2) without praise of God 1b3) 
wicked sent there for punishment 1b4) righteous not abandoned to it 1b5) of the place of 
exile (fig) 1b6) of extreme degradation in sin  

Origin:  from 07592; TWOT - 2303c; n f 

Usage:  AV - grave 31, hell 31, pit 3; 65  19

• “The Hebrew word Sheol is probably derived from a root ‘to make hollow,’ and was seen as 
the common receptacle of the dead and in the great many places the word appears in the 
OT, it is referring to the grave.”  20

B. <86> a[|dhj hades {hah'-dace} 

Meaning:  1) name Hades or Pluto, the god of the lower regions 2) Orcus, the nether world, 
the realm of the dead 3) later use of this word: the grave, death, hell 

Origin:  from 1 (as negative particle) and 1492; TDNT - 1:146,22; n pr loc 

Usage:  AV - hell 10, grave 1; 11  21

• Greek word corresponding to Hb. Sheol, used exclusively for Sheol in the Septuagint (LXX). 

• Equivalent to Tartaros, occurring only once in the NT (2 Pe. 2:4), and even then only in 
participial form (tartaroō).  Tartaros was seen within Greek mythology as the deepest abyss 
of Hades. 

1. <5020> tartaro,w tartaroo {tar-tar-o'-o} 

Meaning:  1) the name of the subterranean region, doleful and dark, regarded by the 
ancient Greeks as the abode of the wicked dead, where they suffer punishment for their 
evil deeds 2) to thrust down to Tartarus, to hold captive in Tartarus  

Origin:  from Tartaros (the deepest abyss of Hades);; v 

Usage:  AV - cast down to hell 1; 1 

• Equivalent to the “Abyss” (Gk. abussos)—“the deep” KJV (Lk. 8:31; Rom. 10:7), “the 
bottomless pit” KJV (Rev. 9:1f, 11, 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3).  Also used in the LXX to reference 
Sheol (e.g. Job 28:14; 41:23; Ps. 71:20; 106:26; 135:6; Jon. 2:5). 

 Gen. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29, 31; Num. 16:30, 33; Deut. 32:22; 1 Sam. 2:6; 2 Sam. 22:6; 1 Kgs 2:6, 9; Job 7:9; 11:8; 14:13; 19
17:13, 16; 21:13; 24:19; 26:6; Psa. 6:5; 9:17; 16:10; 18:5; 30:3; 31:17; 49:14f; 55:15; 86:13; 88:3; 89:48; 116:3; 139:8; 141:7; Prov. 
1:12; 5:5; 7:27; 9:18; 15:11, 24; 23:14; 27:20; 30:16; Eccl. 9:10; Isa. 5:14; 7:11; 14:9, 11, 15; 28:15, 18; 38:10, 18; 57:9; Ezek. 31:15ff; 
32:21, 27; Hos. 13:14; Amos 9:2; Jonah 2:2; Hab. 2:5 [Job 33:18; Song 8:6].

 W. E. Vine, “Sheol,” Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 20
1981).

 Matt. 11:23; 16:18; Luke 10:15; 16:23; Acts 2:27, 31; Rev. 1:18; 6:8; 20:13f [1 Cor. 15:55].21
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C. <1067> ge,enna geenna {gheh'-en-nah} 

Meaning:  1) Hell is the place of the future punishment call "Gehenna" or "Gehenna of fire". 
This was originally the valley of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem, where the filth and dead 
animals of the city were cast out and burned; a fit symbol of the wicked and their future 
destruction.  

Origin:  of Hebrew origin 01516 and 02011; TDNT - 1:657,113; n f 

Usage:  AV - hell 9, hell fire + 3588 + 4442 3; 12  22

• The Greek form of the Hebrew words Gee and Hinnom, meaning “valley of Hinnom,” a place 
to the southwest of Jerusalem once “called ‘Topheth’ and derived from an Aramaic word 
meaning ‘fireplace.’ It was here that some pagan kings practiced human sacrifice by fire (2 
Chr. 28:3; 33:6; Jer. 7:31; 32:25).”  23

V. SHEOL/HADES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

A. General Occurrences in the Historical Books 

Then (after identifying Joseph’s bloody robe) Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth 
on his loins and mourned for his son many days.  35 All his sons and all his daughters 
rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, "No, I shall go down 
to Sheol to my son, mourning." Thus his father wept for him. (ESV Genesis 37:34-35) 

But he (Jacob) said (to Reuben), "My son (Benjamin) shall not go down (to Egypt) with 
you, for his brother is dead, and he is the only one left. If harm should happen to him 
on the journey that you are to make, you would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow 
to Sheol." (ESV Genesis 42:38; cf. 44:29, 31) 

And Moses said, "Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these 
works, and that it has not been of my own accord.  29 If these men die as all men die, 
or if they are visited by the fate of all mankind (ending in Sheol), then the LORD has not 
sent me.  30 But if the LORD creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth 
and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into 
Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD."  31 And as soon 
as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart.  32 And 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the 
people who belonged to Korah and all their goods.  33 So they and all that belonged to 
them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished 
from the midst of the assembly. (ESV Numbers 16:28-33) 

They have made me jealous with what is no god… 22 For a fire is kindled by my anger, 
and it burns to the depths of Sheol, devours the earth and its increase, and sets on fire 
the foundations of the mountains. (ESV Deuteronomy 32:21-22) 

The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up.  7 The LORD 
makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. (ESV 1 Samuel 2:6-7) 

 Matt. 5:22, 29f; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5; Jam. 3:6.22
 Paul J. Achtemeier, “Gehenna,” Harper's Bible Dictionary (San Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1985).23
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Then the woman (medium at Endor) said, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" And he 
(Saul) said, "Bring up Samuel for me."… 12 And the woman said to Saul, "I saw a spirit 
ascending out of the earth (from Sheol)."  14 So he said to her, "What is his form?" And 
she said, "An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle." And Saul 
perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and bowed 
down.  15 Now Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up? 
… 19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the 
Philistines. And tomorrow you and your sons will be with me (in Sheol)." (NKJV 1 Samuel 
28:11-19) 

I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.  5 
For the waves of death encompassed me, the torrents of destruction assailed me;  6 
the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me. (ESV 2 Samuel 
22:4-6; cf. Psalm 18:3-5) 

When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying,  2 "I am 
about to go the way of all the earth (to Sheol)… 5 you also know what Joab the son of 
Zeruiah did to me… 6 Act therefore according to your wisdom, but do not let his gray 
head go down to Sheol in peace… 8 And there is also with you Shimei the son of 
Gera… 9 You will know what you ought to do to him, and you shall bring his gray head 
down with blood to Sheol."  10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the 
city of David. (ESV 1 Kings 2:1-10) 

B. The Abode of the Dead 

Why do the wicked live, reach old age, and grow mighty in power? … 13 They spend 
their days in prosperity, and in peace they go down to Sheol. (ESV Job 21:7-13) 

The wicked shall depart to Sheol, all the nations that forget God.  18 For the needy shall 
not always be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor perish forever. (NRSV Psalm 9:17-18) 

I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken… 10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol (as He does the wicked), or let 
your holy one see corruption. (ESV Psalm 16:8-10) 

O LORD, let me not be put to shame, for I call upon you; let the wicked be put to 
shame; let them go silently to Sheol. (ESV Psalm 31:17) 

No man can by any means redeem his brother, or give to God a ransom for him--  8 for 
the redemption of his soul is costly, and he should cease trying forever--  9 that he 
should live on eternally (on the earth); that he should not undergo decay (in Sheol/
Hades).  10 For he sees that even wise men die; the stupid and the senseless alike 
perish, and leave their wealth to others… 14 As sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 
death shall be their shepherd… 15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of 
Sheol; for He will receive me. 16 Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich, when the 
glory of his house is increased;  17 for when he dies he will carry nothing away; his 
glory will not descend (to Sheol/Hades) after him.  18 Though while he lives he 
congratulates himself-- and though men praise you when you do well for yourself--  19 
He shall go to the generation of his fathers (to Sheol/Hades); they shall never see the 
light.  20 Man in his pomp, yet without understanding, is like the beasts that perish. 
(NASB Psalm 49:7-20) 
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Remember how short my time is-- for what vanity you have created all mortals!  48 Who 
can live and never see death? Who can escape the power of Sheol? (NRSV Psalm 
89:47-48) 

Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given 
you under the sun… 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there 
is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going. (ESV 

Ecclesiastes 9:9-10) 

C. Sheol/Hades Within the Earth 

The eye of him who sees me will behold me no more; while your eyes are on me, I 
shall be gone.  9 As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol does 
not come up. (ESV Job 7:8-9) 

Can you discover the depths (“mysteries” NIV/NLT) of God? Can you discover the limits 
of the Almighty?  8 They are high as (“higher than” ESV/NKJV/NRSV/NIV/NLT) the 
heavens, what can you do? Deeper than Sheol, what can you know?  9 "Its measure is 
longer than the earth, And broader than the sea. (NASB Job 11:7-9) 

O LORD, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love.  5 For in death 
there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? (ESV Psalm 6:4-5) 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.  3 O LORD, you have 
brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from among those who go 
down to the pit. (ESV Psalm 30:2-3) 

Let death steal over them; let them go down to Sheol alive; for evil is in their dwelling 
place and in their heart.  16 But I call to God, and the LORD will save me. (ESV Psalm 
55:15-16) 

I will glorify your name forever.  13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; you 
have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. (ESV Psalm 86:12-13) 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?  8 If I 
ascend to heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA; “the heavens” NIV), you are there! If I make my 
bed in Sheol, you are there! (ESV Psalm 139:7-8) 

But he (the simple man) does not know that the dead are there (house of the auduteress), 
that her guests are in the depths of Sheol. (ESV Proverbs 9:18) 

The path of life leads upward for the prudent, that he may turn away from Sheol 
beneath. (ESV Proverbs 15:24) 

They have lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, but they do not 
regard the deeds of the LORD… 14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged its appetite and 
opened its mouth beyond measure, and the nobility of Jerusalem and her multitude 
will go down, her revelers and he who exults in her. (ESV Isaiah 5:12-14) 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz,  11 "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven." (ESV Isaiah 7:10-11) 
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When the LORD has given you (“house of Israel”--v.2) rest from your pain and turmoil 
and the hard service with which you were made to serve,  4 you will take up this taunt 
against the king of Babylon (cf. Antimessiah)… 5 "The LORD has broken the staff of the 
wicked, the scepter of rulers,  6 that struck the peoples in wrath with unceasing blows, 
that ruled the nations in anger with unrelenting persecution.  7 The whole earth is at 
rest and quiet; they break forth into singing… 9 Sheol beneath is stirred up to meet 
you when you come; it rouses the shades (Hb. rapha; “spirits” NASB/NIV/NLT) to greet 
you, all who were leaders of the earth… 10 All of them will answer and say to you: 'You 
too have become as weak as we! You have become like us!'  11 Your pomp is brought 
down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; maggots are laid as a bed beneath you, and 
worms are your covers… 15 you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the 
pit." (ESV Isaiah 14:3-15) 

Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his multitude: "Whom are you like in 
your greatness?  3 Behold, Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon… 5 it towered high above 
all the trees (nations) of the field (earth)… 12 Foreigners, the most ruthless of nations, 
have cut it down and left it… 14 For they are all given over to death, to the world below, 
among the children of man, with those who go down to the pit.  15 Thus says the Lord 
GOD: On the day the cedar went down to Sheol I caused mourning… 16 I made the 
nations quake at the sound of its fall, when I cast it down to Sheol with those who go 
down to the pit. And all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that 
drink water, were comforted in the world below.  17 They also went down to Sheol with 
it, to those who are slain by the sword; yes, those who were its arm, who lived under 
its shadow among the nations.  18 Whom are you (Pharaoh et al.) thus like in glory and 
in greatness among the trees of Eden? You shall be brought down with the trees of 
Eden to the world below." (ESV Ezekiel 31:2-18; cf. 32:21-27) 

If they (survivors of the judgments upon Israel) dig into Sheol, from there shall my hand 
take them; if they climb up to heaven (Hb. shamayim nMPA; “the heavens” NIV/NLT), 
from there I will bring them down. (ESV Amos 9:1-2) 

D. Sheol/Hades Resembling a Prison 

If I hope for Sheol as my house, if I make my bed in darkness,  14 if I say to the pit, 'You 
are my father,' and to the worm, 'My mother,' or 'My sister,'  15 where then is my hope? 
Who will see my hope?  16 Will it go down to the bars (“gates” NKJV/NIV) of Sheol? 
Shall we descend together into the dust? (ESV Job 17:13-16) 

My soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to Sheol.  4 I am counted among 
those who go down to the pit; I am a man who has no strength,  5 like one set loose 
among the dead… 6 You have put me in the depths of the pit, in the regions dark and 
deep.  7 Your wrath lies heavy upon me, and you overwhelm me with all your waves… I 
am shut in so that I cannot escape;  9 my eye grows dim through sorrow. (ESV Psalm 
88:3-9) 

Her (adultery personified) house is the way to Sheol, going down to the chambers of 
death. (ESV Proverbs 7:27) 

A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and had recovered from 
his sickness:  10 I said, "In the middle of my days I must depart; I am consigned to the 
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gates of Sheol for the rest of my years."  11 I said, "I shall not see the LORD, the LORD 
in the land of the living (vs. Sheol, the land of the dead); I shall look on man no more 
among the inhabitants of the world… 17 Behold, it was for my welfare that I had great 
bitterness; but in love you have delivered my life from the pit of destruction, for you 
have cast all my sins behind your back.  18 For Sheol does not thank you; death does 
not praise you; those who go down to the pit do not hope for your faithfulness. (ESV 

Isaiah 38:9-18) 

VI. CONTINUANCE OF SHEOL/HADES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades 
(as was Sodom). For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained until this day.  24 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of 
judgment for the land of Sodom than for you." (ESV Matthew 11:23-24; cf. Lk. 10:15) 

Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
man, but by my Father in heaven.  18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it." (NIV Matthew 16:17-18) 

The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also 
died and was buried,  23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. (ESV Luke 16:22-23) 

For David says concerning him, "I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right 
hand that I may not be shaken;  26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
my flesh also will dwell in hope.  27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 
Holy One see corruption."… 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, 
that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.  32 This Jesus God 
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. (ESV Acts 2:25-32) 

When I saw him (“one like a son of man”--v.13), I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid 
his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last,  18 and the living one. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades." (ESV 

Revelation 1:17-18) 

When he opened the fourth seal… 8 I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's 
name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of 
the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the 
earth. (ESV Revelation 6:7-8) 

A. Continued Assumption of Sheol/Hades Being “Under the Earth” 

…at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven (Gk. epouranios aMPG) and 
on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. (ESV Philippians 2:9-11) 

And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to 
look into it. (ESV Revelation 5:3) 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all that is in them, saying… (ESV Revelation 5:13) 
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B. Sheol/Hades the Holding Place for Human Judgment 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell (Gk. tartaroō, 
participial form of Tartaros;  “deepest abyss of Hades”) and committed them to pits of 
darkness (“gloomy dungeons” NIV), reserved for judgment;  5 and did not spare the 
ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, 
when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  6 and if He condemned the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made 
them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter;  7 and if He rescued 
righteous Lot… 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and 
to keep the unrighteous under punishment (Sheol/Hades) for the day of judgment 
(Gehenna/Lake of Fire). (NASB 2 Peter 2:4-9) 

And the angels who did not keep (Gk. tereo, “stay within” ESV/NLT) their positions of 
authority but abandoned their own home-- these he has kept in darkness (i.e. Hades), 
bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.  7 In a similar way, 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual 
immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the 
punishment of eternal fire (i.e. Lake of Fire). (NIV Jude 1:6-7) 

C. Sheol/Hades Equivalent to the “Abyss” in the New Testament 

And they (Gerasene demons named “Legion”) begged him repeatedly not to order them 
to go into the Abyss (Gk. abussos; “the deep” KJV, “the bottomless pit” NLT).  32 A large 
herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them 
go into them, and he gave them permission. (NIV Luke 8:31-32) 

• "What do you want with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to 
torture us before the appointed time?"… 31 The demons begged Jesus, "If you drive 
us out, send us into the herd of pigs." (NIV Matthew 8:29-31) 

• <12> a;bussoj abussos {ab'-us-sos}  

Meaning:  1) bottomless 2) unbounded 3) the abyss 3a) the pit 3b) the immeasurable 
depth 3c) of Orcus, a very deep gulf or chasm in the lowest parts of the earth used as the 
common receptacle of the dead and especially as the abode of demons  

Origin:  from 1 (as a negative particle) and a variation of 1037; TDNT - 1:9,2; n f 

Usage:  AV - bottomless pit 5, deep 2, bottomless 2; 9 

But the righteousness (unto messianic inclusion) that is by faith (in Jesus as Messiah) 
says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring 
Christ down)  7 "or 'Who will descend into the deep (Gk. abussos; “abyss” NASB/ESV/
NKJV/NRSV)?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  8 But what does it say? 
"The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith 
we are proclaiming:  9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (NIV Romans 
10:6-9) 
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The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss 
(“the bottomless pit” KJV/NKJV/ESV/NRSV/NLT) and go to his destruction (i.e. Gehenna/
Lake of Fire). (NIV Revelation 17:8; cf. 9:1f, 11; 11:7) 

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss 
(“bottomless pit” KJV/NKJV/ESV/NRSV/NLT, cf. v.3) and holding in his hand a great chain.  
2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years (to be held for judgment).  3 He threw him into the Abyss, and 
locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore… 7 
When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison (i.e. Sheol/
Hades/Abyss) 8 and will go out to deceive the nations… 9 But fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them.  10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 
lake of burning sulfur (i.e. Gehenna), where the beast and the false prophet had been 
thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever (the judgment). (NIV 

Revelation 20:1-10) 

D. Sheol/Hades Likewise Referred to as a “Prison” in the New Testament 

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,  19 through whom 
also he went and preached to the spirits in prison  20 who disobeyed long ago when 
God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built… 4:5 But they 
will have to give account to him (Messiah) who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead (cf. Acts 10:42; 17:31).  6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to 
those who are now dead (in Sheol/Hades), so that they might be judged according to 
men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.  7 The end 
of all things is near (when Messsiah will judge the living and the dead, throwing them into 
Gehenna/Lake of Fire). Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can 
pray.  (NIV 1 Peter 3:18-4:7) 

• For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell (Gk. 
tartaroo), and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;  
5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah… 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment. (KJV 

2 Peter 2:4-9) 
• But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.  8 

Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high (cf. Acts 1:9) he led a host of captives 
(from the “depths of the earth,” i.e. Sheol/Hades), and he gave gifts to men (to testify to 
the coming messianic judgment, cf. Heb. 2:4)."  9 (In saying, "He ascended," what does 
it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth (cf. Num. 
16:30; Job 40:13; Ps. 63:9; 86:13; Is. 14:9)?  10 He who descended is the one who also 
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) (ESV Ephesians 
4:7-10) 

• For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so 
will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart (Gk. kardia) of the 
earth (i.e. Sheol/Hades). (ESV Matthew 12:40) 
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• And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth 
shook; and the rocks were split,  52 and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of 
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;  53 and coming out of the tombs after 
His resurrection (cf. “ascended on high”--Eph. 4:8) they entered the holy city and 
appeared to many (before being led on high). (NASB Matthew 27:51-53) 

E. That Which Abides in Sheol/Hades Will Ultimately Be Thrown into the Lake of Fire 

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison (i.e. 
Sheol/Hades/Abyss) 8 and will come out to deceive the nations… 9 but fire came down 
from heaven and consumed them,  10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown 
into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were (cf. 19:20), 
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever… 12 And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened… And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.  13 
And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had 
done.  14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death, the lake of fire. (ESV Revelation 20:7-14) 

He said to me: "It is done (punishment and reward)… 7 He who overcomes will inherit all 
this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, 
the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the 
idolaters and all liars-- their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the 
second death." (NIV Revelation 21:6-8) 

F. Gehenna Equated with the Lake of Fire in the New Testament 

You have heard that it was said to those of old, "You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment."  22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry 
with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to 
the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell (Gk. gehenna) of 
fire… 29 If your right eye causes you to sin (cf. lust/adultery), tear it out and throw it 
away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be 
thrown into hell (Gk. gehenna).  30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body go into hell (Gk. gehenna). (ESV Matthew 5:21-30) 

What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on 
the housetops.  28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell (Gk. gehenna). (ESV Matthew 
10:27-28; cf. Lk. 12:5) 

Woe to the world for temptations (of “little ones”--v.6) to sin! … 8 And if your hand or 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
(i.e. resurrection of the dead) crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be 
thrown into the eternal (Gk. aionios) fire.  9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into the hell (Gk. gehenna) of fire. (ESV Matthew 18:7-9) 
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But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of 
heaven in people's faces (i.e. exclusion from Messianic Kingdom). For you neither enter 
yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.  14 (Textus Receptus insertion)  15 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to 
make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as 
much a child of hell (Gk. gehenna) as yourselves… 33 You serpents, you brood of 
vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell (Gk. gehenna)?  (ESV Matthew 
23:13-33) 

Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.  43 
And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life (i.e. 
resurrection of the dead) crippled than with two hands to go to hell (Gk. gehenna), to the 
unquenchable (Gk. asbestos; cf. Gk. aionios, “eternal”--Mt. 18:8) fire.  44 (Textus Receptus 
insertion, cf. v.48)  45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell (Gk. gehenna).  46 (Textus 
Receptus insertion, cf. v.48)  47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God (i.e. Messianic Kingdom) with one eye than with two 
eyes to be thrown into hell (Gk. gehenna),  48 'where their worm does not die and the 
fire is not quenched.' (cf. Is. 66:24) (ESV Mark 9:42-48) 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on 
fire by hell (Gk. gehenna).  7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind,  8 but no human being can 
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. (ESV James 3:6-8) 

G. Gehenna/Lake of Fire is an Eschatological Reality, Not Present  

Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field… 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the 
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,  39 and the enemy who 
sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are 
angels.  40 As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire), 
so it will be at the end of the age. (NIV Matthew 13:24-40; cf. Lk. 8:31-32; Mt. 8:29-31) 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory (cf. 24:30; 16:27; 19:28), and all the angels 
with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  32 All the nations will be gathered 
before him… 41 Then he will say to those on his left, "Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire) prepared for the devil and his 
angels."… 46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life. (NIV Matthew 25:31-46) 

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you…  7 This will happen 
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.  
8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus.  9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire) 
and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power… (NIV 2 
Thessalonians 1:6-9) 
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By these waters (of the Flood) also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.  7 
By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for 
the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire). (ESV 2 
Peter 3:6-7) 

If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or 
on the hand,  10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full 
strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the 
presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.  11 And the smoke of their torment rises 
for ever and ever (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire). (NIV Revelation 14:9-11) 

H. Summary of Different Terms 

1. Sheol = Hades = Abussos = Tartaros  

(Present reality under the earth—holding place for final judgment) 

2. Gehenna = Lake of Fire  

(Eschatological reality on the earth—final judgment, justice established) 

VII. THE RESURRECTION OF THE WICKED: A PREREQUISITE TO GEHENNA 

There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations 
until then. But at that time your people-- everyone whose name is found written in the 
book-- will be delivered.  2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some 
to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. (NIV Daniel 12:1-2) 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
throne in heavenly glory.  32 All the nations will be gathered before him (i.e. general 
resurrection), and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats.  33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  
34 Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world…" 41 
Then he will say to those on his left, "Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels…" 46 Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." (NIV Matthew 25:31-46) 

Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live (i.e. general resurrection).  26 For as 
the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.  27 
And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.  28 Do 
not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice  
29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (ESV John 5:25-29) 

I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a 
sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets,  15 
and I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of both 
the righteous and the wicked. (NIV Acts 24:14-15) 
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And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne (i.e. general resurrection), 
and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And 
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done… 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life (cf. resurrection of 
life), he was thrown into the lake of fire (cf. resurrection of judgment). (ESV Revelation 
20:12-15) 
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I. INTRODUCTION: HISTORICAL CONCEPTS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Definition concerning the “Kingdom of God” is one of the most disputed subjects in church 
history.  What exactly is the “Kingdom”?  How does it function?  And, who does it involve?  There 
have been many different interpretations over the centuries including: 

A. Kingdom = Church.  As most clearly defined by Augustine, the Church universal is the 
manifestation of the Kingdom of God in the physical realm.   Put differently, the Kingdom of 24

God finds metaphysical substantiality in the Church.  Thus, the Kingdom is ultimately identified 
and equated with the church.  From Augustine to the Reformers, this was the prevalent view, 
and still remains the underlying foundation for most modern understanding of the Kingdom of 
God.  25

B. Kingdom = Moral Ethic.  With the rise of liberalism during the Enlightenment, the Kingdom of 
God became viewed as simply a personal religious experience in which God reigns over the 
individual soul through the moral teachings of the Bible, especially those of Jesus.  26

C. Kingdom = Apocalyptic Eschaton.  At the turn of the 20th century, the idea that Jesus believed 
in a purely eschatological reality of the Kingdom became popular.   The Kingdom is simply an 27

idea that finds fulfillment at the end of the age when God destroys evil from the earth, much 
like that of the Jewish apocalypses.   Thus, since the Kingdom never actually came, Jesus 28

died in despair and disillusionment, a deluded first-century apocalyptist. 

D. Kingdom = Divine Reign.  
The increasingly common 
view of the Kingdom of 
God in modern academia 
is classically proposed by 
George Eldon Ladd: “the 
Kingdom of God means 
God’s rule or sovereignty… 
The coming of the 
Kingdom for which we pray in the Lord’s Prayer means that God’s will be done on earth, i.e. 
that his rule be perfectly realized (Mt. 6:10).  The ‘kingdom’ that Jesus appointed for his 

 See City of God, 20.6-10; e.g., “Therefore the Church even now is the kingdom of Christ, and the kingdom of heaven. 24

Accordingly, even now His saints reign with Him…” (ch. 9).

 Though a classical Augustinian definition of the Kingdom is seldom officially defended today in the academic realm, even 25

among Catholic scholars, the Church/Kingdom Theory is generally assumed at a popular level across Body of Christ (though not 
logically applied, except among camps of “dominionism” (e.g. Dominion Theology, Christian Reconstructionism, Theonomy, Kingdom 
Now Theology, etc.).

 As exemplified by Adolf von Harnack, What Is Christianity? (1901), trans. T. B. Saunders (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 26

1987).

 See Johannes Weiss, Jesus’ Proclamation of the Kingdom of God (1892), trans. R. H. Hiers and D. L. Holland (Fortress 27

Press, 1971); and Albert Schweitzer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus (1911), ed. John Bowden (Fortress Press, 2001).  For a more 
modern application, see Werner G. Kümmel, Promise and Fulfillment (A. R. Allenson, 1957).

 Later, “realized eschatology” tried to deal with the present reality of the Kingdom—that a numinous transcendent reality 28

beyond time and space (the “wholly other”) has broken into history through the mission of Jesus, which will ultimately find fulfillment at 
the end of the age [see C. H. Dodd, The Founder of Christianity (New York: Macmillan, 1970); see also Joachim Jeremias, New 
Testament Theology I: The Proclamation of Jesus (London: SCM Press, 1971).].
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disciples (Lk. 22:29) is ‘royal rule.’”   This is the Kingdom commonly referred to as “already—29

but not yet,” which primarily attempts to deal with both the present and eschatological realities 
of the Kingdom.  30

E. Kingdom = Dispensational Schema.  In dispensationalism, the Kingdom of God is simply the 
means of “salvation,” which is attained by the dispensation of “grace” over time throughout 
redemptive history.  Arguing for a “literal” interpretation of scripture, classical British and 
American dispensationalists make a sharp distinction between Israel and the Church, 
corresponding to a sharp distinction between the “Kingdom of God” and the “Kingdom of 
Heaven.”   The Church rules with God in heaven, while Israel will rule on the earth through the 31

restored Davidic “theocratic kingdom.”   Thus, the Church and Israel have two separate 32

destinies under two separate divine programs of redemption within the Kingdom of God.  33

 

F. Kingdom = Real Governmental Entity.  In this study we will focus on the Kingdom of God as a 
real governmental entity with a dominion extending over a real existential region.  The 
Kingdom of God is just that: a kingdom—“the domain ruled by a king or queen.”   A kingdom is 34

essentially a government, with a governor at its head, which has ownership of a region (i.e. the 
heavens and earth), thereby entitling it to authority concerning the decisions made therein.  It 
is a real government, presently functioning in an amnestic manner, that will maintain its law 
eschatologically by executing judgment upon the wicked. 

1. Thus, the Kingdom of God is not an arbitrary “reign of God” that finds “realization” on the 
earth, but rather it is a real kingdom in real time over real space, whose existence has been 
from everlasting to everlasting (cf. Ps. 29:10; 145:13; Dan. 4:34, etc.) and whose dominion 

 G. E. Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament, Revised ed., D. A. Hagner ed. (William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1993), 29

60-61; originally put forth by Geerhardus Vos, The Pauline Eschatology (P & R Publishing, 1952); see also G. E. Ladd, The Presence of 
the Future: The Eschatology of Biblical Realism (revised and updated version of Jesus and the Kingdom, 1970) (William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing, 1974, reprint ed., 1996), and G. E. Ladd, “The Kingdom of God – Reign or Realm?” JBL 31:230-238 (1962).  A more recent 
treatment is seen in Ben Witherington III, Jesus, Paul and the End of the World: A Comparative Study in New Testament Eschatology 
(InterVarsity Press, 1992).

 The strength of this view is that the Kingdom of God has present and eschatological implications.  However, there is still a 30

strong sense of metaphysical dualism, as seen in its theology of “the coming of the Kingdom” and its consistent use of “manifestation” 
type language.  In this regard, the Kingdom of God has limited involvement in the OT because the “coming” of the Kingdom was 
substantially achieved at the time of Jesus. 

 See J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology (Zondervan Publishing, 1965); John F. Walvoord, 31

The Millennial Kingdom: A Basic Text in Premillennial Theology (Dunham Publishing, 1959); Charles C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism Today 
(Moody, 1965). 

 See George N. H. Peters, The Theocratic Kingdom, 3 Vols. (Kregel Academic & Professional, 1952).32

 The power of this view is that the Kingdom of God is seen as both present and eschatological, and more importantly it is a 33

substantial and independent entity.  However, the dispensational redemptive program and the duality between Israel and the Church 
simply cannot be sustained by scripture.  Chart by Shawn Abigail, “Dispensational Chart,” available at http://www.brethrenonline.org/
graphics/dispen2.gif. 

 HyperDictionary.com, “Kingdom,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=kingdom. 34

http://www.brethrenonline.org/graphics/dispen2.gif
http://www.brethrenonline.org/graphics/dispen2.gif
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=kingdom
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has never diminished or decreased (cf. 1 Chr. 29:10ff; Ps. 103:19ff; Is. 40:21f; Jer. 27:5, 
etc.).   

Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever.  11 Yours, O 
LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 
majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. (ESV 1 Chronicles 
29:10-11) 

This is what the LORD says: "The heavens are my throne and the earth is my 
footstool. Where then is the house you will build for me?" (NET Isaiah 66:1)  35

2. Moreover, the Kingdom of God has not functioned in different arbitrary “dispensations,” but 
rather it has related uniformly in a governmental manner, administrated on the basis of 
covenants, which are not simply promises but holistic “agreements” made over time 
between the Kingdom of God and representatives of the kingdom of man, ultimately 
prophesying the restoration of the original Adamic order. 

II. THE DIVINE IMAGE AS AN EPISTEMOLOGICAL STARTING POINT 

A. Marriage 

1. Divine Reality 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband…  9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full 
of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, 
the wife of the Lamb." (NIV Revelation 21:1-9) 

2. Human Image 

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 
and they will become one flesh. (NIV Genesis 2:24) 

In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself.  29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church,  30 because we are members of his 
body.  31 "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh." (cf. Gen 2:24) 32 This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. (ESV Ephesians 
5:28-32) 

B. Parenting 

1. Divine Reality 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 
rule…" (NIV Genesis 1:26) 

2. Human Image 

 Often Scripture directly equates “house” and “kingdom”, e.g. Gen. 41:40; 2 Sam. 3:10; 7:13, 16; 16:3, 8; 1 Kgs 12:21, 26; 35

14:8; 1 Chr. 17:14; 2 Chr. 11:1; 22:9; Is. 9:7; 22:32; Jer. 22:4; 33:17; Ez. 43:7; Hos. 1:4; Amos 9:8; Matt. 13:52; 20:1; Luke 1:33.
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When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own 
image; and he named him Seth. (NIV Genesis 5:3) 

C. Government 

1. Divine Reality 

Micaiah continued, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting 
on his throne with all the host of heaven standing around him on his right and on 
his left. (NIV 1 Kings 22:19) 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and 
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. (NIV Isaiah 6:1) 

Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and 
high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man. (NIV Ezekiel 1:26) 

At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated 
on the throne.  3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, 
and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald.  4 
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were 
twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.  
5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, 
and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven 
spirits of God,  6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like 
crystal. And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, 
full of eyes in front and behind (ESV Revelation 4:2-6) 

2. Human Image 

Cush was the father of Nimrod, who grew to be a mighty warrior on the earth.  9 He 
was a mighty hunter before the LORD… 10 The first centers of his kingdom were 
Babylon, Erech, Akkad and Calneh, in Shinar. (NIV Genesis 10:8-10) 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this, there is none so 
discerning and wise as you are.  40 You shall be over my house, and all my people 
shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be 
greater than you." (ESV Genesis 41:39-40) 

III. OVERVIEW OF THE UNIVERSAL ELEMENTS OF GOVERNMENT 

A. Government – The Kingdom of God is essentially a government, which is that universal 
institution found in every realm of human relations: political (e.g. city, state, nation, etc), 
professional (education, business, military, etc), and private (civic, religious, recreational, 
family, etc).  In Scripture, government is the primary overarching theme which ties together the 
biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation. 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground." (NIV Genesis 1:26) 

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him… 
5 And they will reign for ever and ever. (NIV Revelation 22:3-5) 
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1. Well-being as the ultimate end of government – All government ultimately exists to 
establish the highest well-being (i.e. life, welfare, security, joy, gladness, etc.) of the whole.  
In an ultimate existential context, “good” is simply that which leads to well-being, while “evil” 
is that which leads to ill-being.  In the beginning, God created everything for the infinite 
propagation of well-being, and likewise at the end, God will restore everything to achieve 
an infinite well-being.  The gospel is thus ultimately defined as ill-being in all its forms (e.g. 
death, sickness, pain, suffering, anxiety, etc) being eradicated from the earth—i.e. the 
resurrection of the dead. 

God saw that the light was good… 10 And God saw that it (land and seas) was 
good… 12 And God saw that it (plants and trees) was good… 18 And God saw that it 
(sun, moon and stars) was good… 21 And God saw that it (fish and birds) was good...  
25 And God saw that it (land animals) was good… 31 God saw all that he had made 
(including man), and it was very good. (NIV Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… 4 There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain… 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water 
of life… 2 On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of 
fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations. (NIV Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-2) 

2. Government as the context for intimacy and relationship (i.e. love, union, communion, etc.), 
which is the means to well-being – Government itself is never the ultimate end.  It is 
secondary in nature, serving only to establish a context, or safe environment, for loving 
edifying relationships.  Ultimately, it is only through intimacy and communion that well-being 
is generated.  Thus, throughout Scripture God’s ultimate desire is to dwell with man that we 
might commune with Him and flourish in well-being. 

…the LORD God…was walking in the garden in the cool of the day… (NIV Genesis 
3:8) 

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. (NKJV Exodus 25:8) 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God." (NIV Revelation 21:3) 

B. Governor – The primary element of any government is its governor, because there must be 
one who decides and establishes that which actually leads to the well-being of the whole.  In 
other words, any time more than one being interacts, there is a differing of opinion concerning 
that which leads to well-being, and thus there must be a standard set concerning that which 
actually attains well-being.  From the beginning, God established Himself in this position as 
Supreme Governor over the heavens and the earth, delegating authority over the earth to 
humanity and sitting/resting enthroned over His creation. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished (cf. “founded” Gen. 40:21), and all the 
host of them.  2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and 
he rested (Hb. shabath ~ yashab) on the seventh day from all his work that he had 
done. (ESV Genesis 2:1-3) 

• <3427> bv;y" yashab {yaw-shab'}  
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Meaning:  1) to dwell, remain, sit, abide 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to sit, sit down 1a2) to be set 1a3) 
to remain, stay 1a4) to dwell, have one's abode 1b) (Niphal) to be inhabited 1c) (Piel) to 
set, place 1d) (Hiphil) 1d1) to cause to sit 1d2) to cause to abide, set 1d3) to cause to 
dwell 1d4) to cause (cities) to be inhabited 1d5) to marry (give an dwelling to) 1e) 
(Hophal) 1e1) to be inhabited 1e2) to make to dwell  

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 922; v 

Usage:  AV - dwell 437, inhabitant 221, sit 172, abide 70, inhabit 39, down 26, remain 23, 
in 22, tarry 19, set 14, continue 5, place 7, still 5, taken 5, misc 23; 1088 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood since the earth was founded (cf. “finished” Gen. 2:1)?  22 He 
sits enthroned (Hb. yashab) above the circle of the earth, and its people are like 
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens (cf. Gen. 2:1) like a canopy, and spreads 
them out like a tent to live in (Hb. yashab).  23 He brings princes to naught and reduces 
the rulers of this world to nothing. (NIV Isaiah 40:21-23) 

1. Based on loving intent – The choosing and installing of a governor within a government is 
ultimately determined by the desire for the well-being of the whole.  The governor must love 
those whom he/she leads and makes decisions concerning their well-being vs. ill-being.  
The fundamental revelation that God wants to communicate to those He governs is that He 
actually cares for their well-being—i.e. He loves His creation. 

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed 
his name, the LORD.  6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness,  7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin." (NIV Exodus 34:5-7) 

The kings of the earth (who have no loving intent) take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One… 4 The One 
enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them… saying,  6 "I have installed 
my King on Zion, my holy hill… 7 You are my Son; today I have become your Father 
(because of like benevolent character).  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession." (NIV Psalm 2:2-8) 

2. Based on ability and power – Likewise, the governor must have the ability and power to 
actually follow through and establish the well-being of the whole.  A governor can possess 
loving intent toward the whole, but if he/she is incompetent and unable to implement the 
decisions for well-being, then the government fails in the end. 

Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He 
will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath 
of God Almighty.  16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING 
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (NIV Revelation 19:15-16) 

One thing God has spoken, two things have I heard: that you, O God, are strong,  12 
and that you, O Lord, are loving. Surely you will reward each person according to 
what he has done. (NIV Psalm 62:11-12) 
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C. Law – Once a governor comes into power, the first thing he/she does is establish authority 
over the decision making process concerning that which leads to well-being (good) vs. ill-being 
(evil).  This standard of well-being is the fundamental issue (regardless of time, space, culture, 
etc) of all government, i.e. the “knowledge of good and evil.”  What leads to well-being, and 
who gets to “know” or decide? 

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden;  17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge (Hb. daath) of good and 
evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." (NIV Genesis 2:16-17) 

One of the reasons for the lack of historical commentary on the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil is confusion concerning the nature of “knowledge” itself.  The Western concept of 
knowledge is generally abstract because of the underlying Hellenistic metaphysical construct.  
However, the Hebraic concept of knowledge is always related to one’s experience of 
something. 

• <1847>  t[;D; da`ath {dah'-ath} 

Meaning:  1) knowledge 1a) knowledge, perception, skill 1b) discernment, 
understanding  36

Origin:  from 3045; TWOT - 848c; n m/f 

Usage:  AV - knowledge 82, know 6, cunning 1, unwittingly 2 + 01097 2, ignorantly + 
01097 1, unawares + 01097 1; 93 

• <3045>  [dy yada` {yaw-dah'} 

Meaning:  1) to know 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to know 1a1a) to know, learn to know 1a1b) to 
perceive 1a1c) find out and discern 1a1d) to discriminate, distinguish 1a1e) to know by 
experience…  37

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 848; v 

Usage:  AV - know 645, known 105, knowledge 19, perceive 18, shew 17, tell 8, wist 7, 
understand 7, certainly 7, acknowledge 6, acquaintance 6, consider 6, declare 6, misc 90; 
947 

But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die.  5 For God knows (Hb. 
yada) that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing (Hb. yada) good and evil."… 22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man 
has become like one of us in knowing (Hb. yada) good and evil. (ESV Genesis 3:4-22) 

 “This feminine noun is from the root y¹da± "to know." The root expresses knowledge gained in various ways by the senses. 36

The noun occurs ninety-three times in the Old Testament, most frequently in the wisdom literature… da±at is a general term for 
knowledge, particularly that which is of a personal, experimental nature (Prov 24:5)… da±at is also used for discernment (Psa 119:66). 
Both deeds committed unintentionally (Deut 4:42; Deut 19:4; Josh 20:3, 5) and mistaken opinions are "without knowledge" (lœ° da±at, 
Prov 19:2).” (“t[;D; (da±at),” TWOT, 848c.)

 “This root, occurring a total of 944 times, is used in every stem and expresses a multitude of shades of knowledge gained by 37

the senses. Its closest synonyms are bîn "to discern" and n¹kar "to recognize." The root is found in Akkadian, Ugaritic, and the Qumran 
materials. In addition to "know," the KJV uses the archaic forms "wot" and "wist."… In certain contexts it means "to distinguish." "To 
know good and evil" (Gen 3:5, 22) is the result of disobeying God. To distinguish between these is necessary for the king (2Sam 14:17). 
A child cannot distinguish between the left and right hands (Jon 4:11) nor between good and evil (Deut 1:39; Isa 7:15).” (“[d;y" (y¹da±),” 
TWOT, 848.)
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• Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew (Hb. yada) that they were naked. 
(ESV Genesis 3:7) 

• Now Adam knew (Hb. yada) Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I 
have gotten a man with the help of the LORD." (ESV Genesis 4:1) 

Another reason for the lack of commentary on the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is 
because of its simple lack of use elsewhere in the Scriptures.  The phraseology of “good (Hb. 
tob) and evil (Hb. ra)” is only found seven times in the Old Testament (Gen. 2:9, 17; 3:5, 22; 
Deut 1:39; 2 Sam. 14:17; 1 Ki 3:9) 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, "Ask 
what I shall give you."  6 And Solomon said… 9 "Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern (Hb. bin) between good 
and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?" (ESV 1 Kings 3:5-9) 

And your (king David’s) servant (the wise woman from Tekoa sent by Joab to save 
Absalom) thought, "The word of my lord the king will set me at rest," for my lord the 
king is like the angel of God to discern (Hb. shama) good and evil. The LORD your God 
be with you!"  18 Then the king answered the woman, "Do not hide from me anything I 
ask you…" (ESV 2 Samuel 14:17-18) 

Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say will be victims, who today 
have no knowledge (Hb. yada) of (“between” KJV) good and evil, they shall go in there; 
to them I will give it, and they shall possess it. (NKJV Deuteronomy 1:39) 

• Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  15 He shall eat curds and honey when 
he knows (Hb. yada) how to refuse the evil and choose the good. (ESV Isaiah 7:14-15) 

Thus, the Tree of Knowledge is not referring to an abstract non-experiential knowledge, but 
rather, it is referring to an active, involved possession of knowledge.  It would therefore be 
better translated (i.e. dynamic equivalence) “the tree of the discernment between good and 
evil.”  God was simply saying to Adam and Eve, “I don’t want you to assume ultimate 
possession over the decision making process concerning good and evil.” 

The governor’s law has a subjective aspect (i.e. ultimate and unmeasurable authority over the 
decision making process) and an objective aspect (i.e. the specific and measurable rules or 
precepts which flow from that position of authority over the decision making process). 

1. Disobedience – Sin is simply the transgression or disobedience of a governor’s law (i.e. his/
her knowledge of good vs. evil), which corresponds to the two aspects of law: 

a) Subjective Aspect (pride) – Sin begins internally within the heart as an attitude of 
superiority toward the governor’s ultimate authority over the knowledge of good vs. evil.  
This unmeasurable attitude of superiority is commonly known as “pride.” 

b) Objective Aspect (moral autonomy) – Sin finds consummation externally with an 
independent action in violation of the governor’s contextual knowledge of good vs. evil, 
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which causes measurable damage to the well-being of the whole—i.e. “moral 
autonomy.”  38

When the woman saw (subjective aspect) that the fruit of the tree was good (vs. 
evil) for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom (i.e. 
knowledge), she took some and ate it (objective aspect). (NIV Genesis 3:6) 

2. Obedience – The opposite of sin and rebellion is submission and compliance toward a 
governor’s law, which also corresponds to the two aspects of law. 

a) Subjective Aspect (humility) – Obedience to the law ultimately begins at the heart level 
with an attitude of surrender toward the governor’s ultimate authority over the 
knowledge of good vs. evil.  This is the opposite of pride, commonly known as “humility.” 

b) Objective Aspect (moral submission) – Humility finds consummation externally with 
actions in congruence with the governor’s law, which contribute to the well-being of the 
whole.  This is the opposite of moral autonomy—i.e. “moral submission.” 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  7 but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness.  8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
(subjective aspect) and became obedient (objective aspect) to death-- even death 
on a cross! (NIV Philippians 2:5-8) 

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God 
(subjective aspect) and keep his commandments (objective aspect), for this is the 
whole duty of man.  14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including 
every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. (NIV Ecclesiastes 12:13-14) 

D. Punishment – In any government the integrity of the law must be maintained at all cost.  When 
the law is transgressed, the government as a whole is in jeopardy of collapse, because if 
disobedience to the law is not stemmed and rectified, subsequent disobedience and damages 
will multiply, and thus the well-being of the whole will be forfeited.   

Maintenance of the law is primarily accomplished through judgment/punishment (though also 
maintained by rewards given to the righteous), which is exacted in proportion to the amount of 
damage done to the whole.  Thus, punishment is ultimately a loving act because it establishes 
righteousness (i.e. obeying the law), which in turn leads to the well-being of the whole.  As the 
law has a subjective and objective aspect, so does its maintenance through punishment. 

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden;  17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for 
when you eat of it you will surely die." (NIV Genesis 2:16-17) 

 Considering the centrality of the Tree of Knowledge, the sheer lack of historical commentary on it is staggering.  When it is 38

written about, it is generally interpreted in one of three ways: 1) ignorance (i.e. God wanted humanity to remain ignorant about evil, 
perpetually knowing only that which is good), 2) immaturity (i.e. God wanted humanity to remain perpetually incapable of making 
decisions of good vs. evil), or 3) moral autonomy (i.e. God wanted authority over the decision making process).  The last phrase was 
originally coined by W. Malcolm Clarke [“Legal Background to the Yahwist’s use of ‘good and evil’ in Genesis 2-3,” JBL 88:266-78 
(1969)] in reference to decisions made in a legal context bearing legal responsibility, i.e. deciding what is right without reference to 
God’s revealed will.  Unfortunately, these decisions were never interpreted within a larger governmental framework.
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1. Subjective Aspect (principle communication) – Punishment is ultimately executed to stem 
further disobedience by communicating principles about the relationship between the 
lawgiver and the lawbreaker concerning authority over the decision making process. 

a) Principles about the lawbreaker (cf. pride) – Punishment is intended to communicate to 
the lawbreaker that he/she holds an attitude of pride concerning the lawgiver’s 
knowledge of good vs. evil. 

b) Principles about the lawgiver (cf. loving intent) – Punishment is also intended to 
communicate to the lawbreaker that the lawgiver cares about the well-being of the 
whole and will not allow the continuance of anything that endangers the well-being of 
the whole. 

When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn 
righteousness.  10 Though grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn 
righteousness; even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and regard 
not the majesty of the LORD. (NIV Isaiah 26:9-10) 

2. Objective Aspect (proportionate retribution) – Since the lawbreaker caused a measurable 
amount of damage to the whole by breaking the law, a proportionate amount of damage 
must be executed upon the lawbreaker to rectify righteousness within the consciousness of 
the whole. 

a) Principles about the lawbreaker (cf. moral autonomy) – By proportionate retribution, it is 
communicated to the lawbreaker the exact amount of damage done by his/her 
transgression, and it is communicated to the whole that no objective benefit will 
ultimately result in damages done to the whole for the enhancement of an individual’s 
well-being. 

b) Principles about the lawgiver (cf. ability and power) – By proportionate retribution, it is 
also communicated to the lawbreaker and to the whole that the lawgiver is able to 
secure the well-being of the whole by retributing damages done to the whole and thus 
purging the source of those damages.  39

If anyone injures his neighbor, whatever he has done must be done to him:  20 
fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. As he has injured the other, so 
he is to be injured. (NIV Leviticus 24:19-20) 

 Since an Infinite Being created the heavens and the earth as a context for the infinite propagation of well-being, 39

transgression of His Law results in infinite ill-being.  These infinite damages must in turn be proportionately punished to maintain the 
integrity of the Law.  The Bible describes this infinite punishment as gehenna (Matt. 5:22, 29f; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; 
Luke 12:5; Jam. 3:6) or the “lake of fire” (Rev. 19:20; 20:10, 14f).  “Hell” can only be seen as a loving consequence within a 
governmental context in which God is purging wickedness from His creation for its highest well-being.  Thus, God declares after His 
ultimate Day of Judgment (the ultimate maintenance of His Law), “Nothing impure will ever enter [the New Jerusalem], nor will anyone 
who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.” (Rev. 21:27)   

Moreover, punishment is to be rejoiced over since it is the means by which the restoration of all things is accomplished—as it 
is declared after the fall of Babylon, “After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: ‘Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who 
corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.’  And again they shouted: ‘Hallelujah! The 
smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.’  The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was 
seated on the throne.  And they cried: ‘Amen, Hallelujah!’  Then a voice came from the throne, saying: ‘Praise our God, all you his 
servants, you who fear him, both small and great!’  Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 
like loud peals of thunder, shouting: ‘Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.” (NIV Revelation 19:1-6; italics mine)
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He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels 
and in the presence of the Lamb.  11 And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever… (NKJV Revelation 14:10-11) 

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you…  7 This will 
happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 
powerful angels.  8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire) and shut out from the presence of the 
Lord and from the majesty of his power… (NIV 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) 

E. Atonement – The universal crisis that faces all government concerns the lawgiver’s desire to 
forgive the lawbreaker, while still desiring to maintain the integrity of the law by executing 
judgment upon lawbreaker.  In other words, to maintain the law, the lawbreaker must be 
judged, but to forgive the lawbreaker is to compromise the integrity of the law.  The purpose of 
atonement is to provide a comparable substitute for judgment, which allows for the forgiveness 
of the lawbreaker and the maintenance of the law, simultaneously.  Like punishment and the 
law, it has two aspects: 

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. (NIV 

Genesis 3:21) 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  6 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (NIV Isaiah 53:5-6) 

God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this 
to demonstrate his justice (love for the whole), because in his forbearance he had left 
the sins committed beforehand unpunished--  26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at 
the present time, so as to be just (maintenance of the law) and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus (forgiveness of the lawbreaker). (NIV Romans 3:25-26) 

1. Subjective Aspect (principle communication) – Like punishment, an atonement 
communicates to the lawbreaker his/her pride concerning the knowledge of good vs. evil, 
and it communicates the loving intent of the lawgiver for the well-being of the whole, since 
the one who provides the atonement ought to be in the highest governmental position.   40

Atonement sacrifices throughout the Scriptures serve the same purpose: to teach the same 
lessons as punishment. 

He (Aaron) is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all 
the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites-- all their sins-- and put them on the 
goat's head. He shall send the goat away into the desert… 22 The goat will carry on 
itself all their sins to a solitary place… 30 on this day atonement will be made for 
you, to cleanse you. (NIV Leviticus 16:21-30) 

 Since self-sacrifice is the ultimate expression of desire for the well-being of another and since qualification for governorship 40

is ultimately determined by desire for the well-being of the whole, then he who is most self-sacrificing is most qualified to govern.  
Moreover, since atonement is essentially a self-sacrificing act of substitution, then he who provides the atonement is ultimately qualified 
to act as the maintainer of the law.
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2. Objective Aspect (proportionate retribution) – Like punishment, an atonement also rectifies 
righteousness within the corporate consciousness concerning the damages done by the 
lawbreaker and the lawgiver’s ability to purge evil from the whole.  Being of infinite worth, 
Jesus existentially compensates for the infinite damages we have caused to existence and 
is thus suitable to substitute for the punishment we deserve. 

No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him--  8 the 
ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough--  9 that he should live on 
forever and not see decay… 13 This is the fate of those who trust in themselves, 
and of their followers, who approve their sayings. 14 Like sheep they are destined 
for the grave (Hb. sheol), and death will feed on them. The upright will rule over 
them in the morning; their forms will decay in the grave (Hb. sheol), far from their 
princely mansions.  15 But God will redeem my life from the grave (Hb. sheol); he 
will surely take me to himself (“receive me” KJV/NKJV/NASB/ESV/NRSV). (NIV Psalm 
49:7-9) 

And they (four creatures and 24 elders) sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  10 
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will 
reign on the earth (vs. present corrupt leadership)." (NIV Revelation 5:9-10) 

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,  18 knowing 
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19 but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. (ESV 1 Peter 1:17-19) 

F. Repent & Believe – Within a governmental context atonement is never applied universally, i.e. 
it is never applied without precondition.  The application of an atonement is always conditional 
upon the repentance and acknowledgement of authority on the part of the lawbreaker.   

Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God,  15 and saying, "The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." (ESV 

Mark 1:14-15) 

1. Repent (Gk. metanoeo) – Acknowledgement of error.  Repentance is a change of 
orientation and intent in relation to the law.  It is the acknowledgement of pride and moral 
autonomy on the part of the lawbreaker concerning adherence to the law. 

David was conscience-stricken after he had counted the fighting men, and he said 
to the LORD, "I have sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, O LORD, I beg you, 
take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing." (NIV 2 Samuel 
24:10) 

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have 
known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what 
coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet." (NIV Romans 7:7; cf. 3:20) 

2. Believe (Gk. pisteuo) – Acknowledgement of authority.  Faith or belief within a 
governmental context is a change of orientation in relation to the lawgiver.  It is the 
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acknowledgement of pride and moral autonomy on the part of the lawbreaker concerning 
submission to the lawgiver.  41

The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But 
just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  9 For I myself am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me…"  10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished 
and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in 
Israel with such great faith (Gk. pistis). (NIV Matthew 8:8-10) 

…that is, the word of faith (Gk. pistis) we are proclaiming:  9 That if you confess with 
your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. (NIV Romans 10:8-9) 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NIV Philippians 2:9-11) 

Overview of Government Diagram 
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 Faith is essentially the acknowledgement of authority, and thus historically the central confession of the Church has always 41

been the authority of Jesus, i.e. “Jesus is Lord.”  Moreover, only one man has been given authority over the heavens and the earth, 
which is the source of Christianity’s exclusive salavific claims.
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G. Amnesty & Pardon – Within a government, the forgiveness of sin (i.e. pardon) and the 
application of an atonement unto the maintenance of the law is within the overarching banner 
of amnesty.  Thus, redemptive history is essentially amnestic in nature.  42

And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their 
faces and worshiped God,  17 saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the 
One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun 
to reign.  18 The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. The time has come for 
judging the dead (assuming an amnestic time before), and for rewarding your servants 
the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and 
great-- and for destroying those who destroy the earth." (NIV Revelation 11:16-18) 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it… 12 And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne… 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in 
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was 
judged according to what he had done.  14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15 If anyone's name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (NIV Revelation 20:11-15) 

1. Amnesty – “A period during which offenders are exempt from punishment.”   When a 43

government issues a decree of amnesty (often at its inception), punishment is suspended 
on the condition that those within the government repent of adherence to another 
government’s law/governor and acknowledge the authority of the new government.  
Moreover, the period of amnesty is minimally determined by its universal proclamation to 
those under its influence. 

This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations (before the Messiah enters into the glory of his kingdom, cf. 24:26), beginning at 
Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.  (NIV Luke 24:46-48) 

So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them… 8 "you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (NIV Acts 1:6-8) 

2. Pardon – “The act of excusing a mistake or offense.”   Pardon is executed within the 44

overarching governmental context of amnesty.  Moreover, within that context salvation is 

 Amnesty is otherwise defined as: “1. a general pardon for offenses, esp. political offenses, against a government, often 42

granted before any trial or conviction. 2. Law. an act of forgiveness for past offenses, esp. to a class of persons as a whole. 3. a 
forgetting or overlooking of any past offense.” (Dictionary.com, “Amnesty,” available from http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/
amnesty.)  Though not explicitly used in the New Testament, the concept is central and is expressed through several synonyms such as 
pardon, exemption, freedom, justification, mercy, forgiveness, salvation, redemption, etc.  The word is derived from the Greek, 
avmnhsti,a (amnestia), meaning  “forgetfulness of wrong: an amnesty” (LS), which is a governmental application of the root, avmnhsi,a 
(amnesia), meaning “forgetting, forgetfulness” (LS), from which we derive our English equivalent.  The 1913 Webster definition further 
reflects the intimate etymological relationship: “1. Forgetfulness; cessation of remembrance of wrong; oblivion. 2. An act of the 
sovereign power granting oblivion, or a general pardon, for a past offense, as to subjects concerned in an insurrection.” 
(HyperDictionary.com, “Amnesty,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=amnesty.)  Since the two words 
are closely tied semantically, and since there is no adjective for amnesty in the English language, the adjective of amnesia, “amnestic,” 
will be used to describe that which pertains to amnesty, e.g. “amnestic age,” “amnestic mandate,” etc.

 HyperDictionary.com, “Amnesty,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=amnesty.43

 HyperDictionary.com, “Pardon,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=pardon.44

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/amnesty
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/amnesty
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=amnesty
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=pardon
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=amnesty
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essentially pardon, i.e. being saved from judgment/punishment (though secondarily from 
death, the result of sin).  This salvation is not based on works, but on a change of heart.  It 
is a change of attitude which is an intent to change in action. 

One day as he was teaching… 18 Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat… 20 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven."  21 The 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, "Who is this 
fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"… 24 [Jesus 
said,] “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins...." (NIV Luke 5:17-24) 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise (to judge the earth, cf. v.2-8), as some 
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance (that they might be pardoned). (NIV 2 Peter 3:9) 

 

IV. OVERVIEW OF THE PRIMARY EVENTS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

A. The Original Glory: Enforced Global Theocracy 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground." (NIV Genesis 1:26) 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  22 He sits enthroned above 
the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. (NIV Isaiah 40:21-22) 

B. The Fall: Rebellious Global Anthropocracy 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. (NIV Genesis 3:6) 
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The kings of the earth take their stand (“set themselves” KJV/NKJV/ESV/NRSV) and the 
rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.  3 "Let us 
break their chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters."  4 The One enthroned in 
heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. (NIV Psalm 2:2-4) 

C. The Promise: Restoration of Enforced Global Theocracy (cf. “Day of the Lord”) 

So the LORD God said to the serpent (Satan)…15 "I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he (Messiah) will crush your head, 
and you will strike his heel." (NIV Genesis 3:14-15) 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is coming 
with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones  15 to judge everyone, and to convict 
all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him." (NIV Jude 1:14-15; cf. The 
Book of Enoch 1:9) 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which 
said: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever… 17 We give thanks to you, Lord God 
Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and 
have begun to reign.  18 The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. The time 
has come for judging the dead (assuming an amnestic time before), and for rewarding 
your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both 
small and great-- and for destroying those who destroy the earth." (NIV Revelation 
11:15-18) 

D. The Development: Components Chosen for the Coming Messianic Kingdom 

1. The people of the Messiah 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 
(ESV Genesis 12:2-3) 

2. The land of the Messiah 

On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
Euphrates--  19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites,  20 Hittites, 
Perizzites, Rephaites,  21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites." (NIV 

Genesis 15:18-21) 

3. The priesthood of the Messiah 

You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' 
wings and brought you to myself.  5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the 
whole earth is mine,  6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 
(NIV Exodus 19:4-6) 
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4. The family of the Messiah 

I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, 
and I will establish his kingdom.  13 He is the one who will build a house for my 
Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever…16 Your house and 
your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established 
forever. (NIV 2 Samuel 7:12-16) 

5. The city of the Messiah 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief 
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to 
it… The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  4 He 
(Messiah) will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
(NIV Isaiah 2:2-4) 

E. The Deliverance: Availability of Pardon before the Judgment of the Coming Messianic 
Kingdom 

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which 
the Law and the Prophets testify… There is no difference,  23 for all have sinned (“Jew 
and Gentile alike” v.9) and fall short of the glory of God (i.e. glory of the Kingdom and 
resurrection),  24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus.  25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his 
blood. (NIV Romans 3:21-25) 

Repent, then, and turn to God… 20 that he may send the Christ, who has been 
appointed for you-- even Jesus.  21 He must remain in heaven until the time comes for 
God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets… 24 
Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these 
days.  25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your 
fathers. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be 
blessed.'  26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by 
turning each of you from your wicked ways. (NIV Acts 3:19-26) 

F. The Hope: Consummation of the Coming Messianic Kingdom 

So the LORD God said to the serpent… 15 "I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel." (NIV Genesis 3:14-15) 

And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 
which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached 
their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, 
even Christ. (NIV Ephesians 1:9-10) 

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he 
has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.  25 For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (NIV 1 
Corinthians 15:24-26) 
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And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven… 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years…4 I saw 
thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and 
because of the word of God… They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. (NIV Revelation 20:1-4) 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb  2 down the middle of the great street of the 
city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.  3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  4 They will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads…  5 And they will reign for ever and ever. (NIV Revelation 
22:1-5) 
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SESSION 6 (SN): ETERNAL METAPHYSICAL UNION OF CREATION 

I. HEAVENS AND EARTH FULLY CONVERGENT AT CREATION 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth… Thus the heavens and the earth 
were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work he 
had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested (Hb. shabath~yashab) from all his work. 
(NIV Genesis 1:1; 2:2) 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  22 He sits enthroned (Hb. 
yashab~shabath) above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He 
stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in. (NIV 

Isaiah 40:21-22) 

This is what the LORD says: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where 
is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?  2 Has not my hand 
made all these things, and so they came into being?" (NIV Isaiah 66:1-2) 

II. HEAVENS AND EARTH FULLY CONVERGENT AFTER THE FALL 

A. Full convergence implied by metaphysical proximity of heavens and earth 

I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, 
every creature that has the breath of life in it. (NIV Genesis 6:17) 

The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth… 19 They rose greatly on the earth, 
and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. (NIV Genesis 
7:18-19) 

Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the 
heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the 
face of the whole earth." (NIV Genesis 11:4) 

He (Jacob) had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  13 
There above it stood the LORD… (NIV Genesis 28:12-13) 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud 
over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast… 18 Mount Sinai was covered with 
smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. (NIV Exodus 19:16-18) 

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 that your 
days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore 
to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth. (ESV 

Deuteronomy 11:20-21) 

Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your 
reach.  12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven 
to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?"… 14 No, the word is very near you; it 
is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. (NIV Deuteronomy 30:11-14) 
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And as soon as we heard it (story of the Exodus), our hearts (Rahab and those in the 
land) melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the LORD your 
God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. (ESV Joshua 2:11) 

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly 
of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven,  23 and said, "O LORD, God of 
Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping 
covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all 
their heart… 23 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! (ESV 1 Kings 
8:22-23) 

And David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and 
heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and 
the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. (ESV 1 Chronicles 21:16) 

God understands the way to it (wisdom) and he alone knows where it dwells,  24 for he 
views the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens. (NIV Job 28:23-24) 

Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high,  6 who stoops 
down to look on the heavens and the earth? (NIV Psalm 113:5-6) 

Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who has gathered the wind in his 
fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends 
of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son's name? (ESV Proverbs 30:4) 

How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been 
cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! (NIV Isaiah 14:12) 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath… (ESV Isaiah 51:6) 

He stretched out what looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my head. The 
Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and in visions of God he took me to 
Jerusalem… (NIV Ezekiel 8:3) 

The Lord, the LORD Almighty, he who touches the earth and it melts, and all who live 
in it mourn… 6 he who builds his lofty palace in the heavens and sets its foundation on 
the earth, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the 
land-- the LORD is his name. (NIV Amos 9:5-6) 

Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and there two women were coming out with the 
wind in their wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the 
ephah (basket) between the earth and the heavens. (NASB Zechariah 5:9) 

B. Full convergence implied by common governmental covering over heavens and earth 

And he (Melchizedek) blessed him (Abram) and said, "Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, Possessor of heaven and earth…"  22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have 
lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth…" (ESV 

Genesis 14:19, 22) 

You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides 
him there is no other.  36 From heaven he made you hear his voice to discipline you. 
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On earth he showed you his great fire, and you heard his words from out of the fire… 
39 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and 
on the earth below. There is no other. (NIV Deuteronomy 4:35-40) 

To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it… 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great 
God, mighty and awesome… (NIV Deuteronomy 10:14-17) 

And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: "O LORD the God of Israel, who is 
enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth; you have made heaven and earth. (ESV 2 Kings 19:15) 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  30 tremble before him, all the earth; 
yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved.  31 Let the heavens be glad, and 
let the earth rejoice, and let them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns!" (ESV 1 
Chronicles 16:29-30) 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all.  12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler 
of all things. (NIV 1 Chronicles 29:11-12) 

You alone are the LORD. You made the heaven, even the highest heavens (“heaven of 
heavens” ESV, NASB, NKJV), and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the 
seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven 
worship you. (NIV Nehemiah 9:6) 

Do you know the laws of the heavens? Can you set up God's dominion over the earth? 
(NIV Job 38:33) 

The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood, and the LORD sits as King forever. (NKJV Psalm 
29:10) 

Our God comes; he does not keep silence; before him is a devouring fire, around him 
a mighty tempest.  4 He calls to (“summons” NASB, NIV) the heavens above and to the 
earth, that he may judge his people… 6 The heavens declare his righteousness, for 
God himself is judge! (ESV Psalm 50:3-6) 

The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you founded the world and all that is 
in it (in context to His government, vv. 6-10). (NIV Psalm 89:11) 

May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.  16 The highest 
heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to man.  17 It is not the dead 
who praise the LORD, those who go down to silence;  18 it is we who extol the LORD, 
both now and forevermore. (NIV Psalm 115:15-18) 

I know that the LORD is great, that our Lord is greater than all gods (governmentally, 
vv.8-12).  6 The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in 
the seas and all their depths. (NIV Psalm 135:5-6) 

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God,  6 
the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them-- the LORD, who 
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remains faithful forever… 10 The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all 
generations. Praise the LORD. (NIV Psalm 146:5-10) 

Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, 
for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. (ESV 

Ecclesiastes 5:2) 

The floodgates of the heavens are opened, the foundations of the earth shake… 21 In 
that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the 
earth below… 23 for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and 
before its elders, gloriously. (NIV Isaiah 24:18-23) 

"Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do 
not I fill heaven and earth?" (NIV Jeremiah 23:24) 

"Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is 
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes."… 35 At the 
end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was 
restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. 
His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to 
generation.  35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he 
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. (NIV Daniel 4:32-35) 

C. Full convergence implied by common or connecting activity between heavens and earth 

This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you 
life and death, blessings and curses. (NIV Deuteronomy 30:19) 

Listen, O heavens, and I will speak; hear, O earth, the words of my mouth… (NIV 

Deuteronomy 32:-2) 

Those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will thunder against them from 
heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to his king and 
exalt the horn of his anointed. (NIV 1 Samuel 2:10) 

In my distress I called to the LORD; I called out to my God. From his temple he heard 
my voice; my cry came to his ears.  8 The earth trembled and quaked, the foundations 
of the heavens shook; they trembled because he was angry. (NIV 2 Samuel 22:7-8) 

Elijah answered the captain, "If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven 
and consume you and your fifty men!" Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the 
captain and his men. (NIV 2 Kings 1:10) 

As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed 
the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. (ESV 2 
Chronicles 7:1) 

Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas and all that move in them,  35 for God will 
save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah… (NIV Psalm 69:34-35) 

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.  10 
Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.  11 
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Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. 
(NIV Psalm 85:9-11) 

The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw… 2 Hear, O 
heavens! Listen, O earth! For the LORD has spoken: "I reared children and brought 
them up, but they have rebelled against me." (NIV Isaiah 1:1-2) 

See, the day of the LORD is coming--a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make 
the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it… 13 Therefore I will make the 
heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the LORD 
Almighty, in the day of his burning anger. (NIV Isaiah 13:9-13) 

Sing for joy, O heavens, for the LORD has done this; shout aloud, O earth beneath. 
Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees, for the LORD has 
redeemed Jacob, he displays his glory in Israel. (NIV Isaiah 44:23) 

My own hand laid the foundations of the earth, and my right hand spread out the 
heavens; when I summon them, they all stand up together. (NIV Isaiah 48:13) 

Tell them this: "These gods, who did not make the heavens and the earth, will perish 
from the earth and from under the heavens."  12 But God made the earth by his power; 
he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his 
understanding. (NIV Jeremiah 10:11-12; cf 51:15-16) 

"Then heaven and earth and all that is in them will shout for joy over Babylon, for out 
of the north destroyers will attack her," declares the LORD. (NIV Jeremiah 51:48) 

For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his 
dominion will never end.  27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders 
in the heavens and on the earth. (NIV Daniel 6:26-27) 

In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry 
land.  7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill 
this house with glory, says the LORD Almighty… 21 Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah 
that I will shake the heavens and the earth.  22 I will overturn royal thrones and shatter 
the power of the foreign kingdoms. (NIV Haggai 2:6-7, 21-22) 

III. HEAVENS AND EARTH FULLY CONVERGENT AFTER THE FIRST COMING 

A. Full convergence implied by metaphysical proximity of heavens and earth 

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and coming to rest on him;  17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." (ESV Matthew 3:16-17; cf. Mk. 1:9-10; Lk. 
3:21-22) 

But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 or by the 
earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. (NIV 

Matthew 5:34) 

And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. (ESV Matthew 28:2) 
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He (Jesus) then added, "I tell you (Nathanael) the truth, you shall see heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (NIV John 1:51) 

If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you heavenly things?  13 No one has ascended into heaven except him who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. (ESV John 3:12-13) 

Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the 
bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.  33 For the 
bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world… 38 For I 
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me… 
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died… 51 I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the 
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh… 60 When many of his 
disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?"  61 But 
Jesus… said to them, "Do you take offense at this?  62 Then what if you were to see 
the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? (NIV John 6:32-38, 60-62) 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight.  10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11 "Men of Galilee," they said, 
"why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven." (NIV Acts 1:9-11; cf. Mk. 16:19) 

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  56 "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." (NIV Acts 7:55-56) 

He (Peter) saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to 
earth by its four corners… 16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet 
was taken back to heaven.  (NIV Acts 10:11, 16) 

But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend 
into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down)  7 "or 'Who will descend into the 
deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). (NIV Romans 10:6-7) 

Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave 
gifts to men."  9 ( In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower parts of the earth?  10 He who descended is the one who also 
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) (NIV Ephesians 4:8-10) 

Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the 
devil. (NIV James 3:15) 

But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the 
earth was formed out of water and by water.  6 By these waters also the world of that 
time was deluged and destroyed.  7 By the same word the present heavens and earth 
(present ~ original cosmology) are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men. (NIV 2 Peter 3:5-7) 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 6: Governmental Introduction to the Kingdom of God           Page  of 71 264

For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has 
been hurled down… 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But 
woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! (NIV Revelation 
12:10-12) 

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and 
the earth was illuminated by his splendor. (NIV Revelation 18:1) 

B. Full convergence implied by common governmental covering over heavens and earth 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  10 Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. (ESV Matthew 6:9-10) 

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  19 Therefore go… (NIV Matthew 28:18-19) 

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, 
and revealed them to little children. (NIV Luke 10:21; cf. Mt. 11:25) 

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to 
the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is 
above all. (NIV John 3:31) 

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign 
Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in 
them… (NIV Acts 4:24) 

The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in temples made by man,  25 nor is he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything. (ESV Acts 17:24-25) 

For this reason I kneel before the Father,  15 from whom his whole family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name. (NIV Ephesians 3:14-15) 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. (NIV Philippians 2:9-11) 

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible… 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together… 19 For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross… 23 This is the gospel that you heard and that 
has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have 
become a servant. (NIV Colossians 1:16-23) 

C. Full convergence implied by common or connecting activity between heavens and earth 
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I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. (NIV 

Matthew 16:19) 

I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  19 Again, I tell you that if two of you on 
earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
(NIV Matthew 18:18-19) 

Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father (in heaven), and he will at once send me 
(on earth) more than twelve legions of angels? (ESV Matthew 26:53; cf. 2 Ki. 6:15ff) 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who 
warns from heaven.  26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has 
promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." (ESV 

Hebrews 12:25-26; cf. Haggai 2:6) 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" (NIV Revelation 5:13) 

Then God's temple in heaven was opened… And there came (on earth) flashes of 
lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm. (NIV 

Revelation 11:19) 

And he (second beast) performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to 
come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. (NIV Revelation 13:13) 

IV. HEAVENS AND EARTH FULLY CONVERGENT AT THE SECOND COMING 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD 
and against his Anointed One… 4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at 
them… 7 He said to me, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father.  8 Ask of me, 
and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.  9 You 
will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery." (NIV Psalm 
2:2-9) 

And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of the heavens. (NIV Mark 13:27) 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds (of heaven, cf. Mt. 26:64; Dan 7:13) to meet the Lord in the air. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17) 

But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth (same 
cosmology, different governmental order) in which righteousness dwells. (ESV 2 Peter 3:13) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 6: Governmental Introduction to the Kingdom of God           Page  of 73 264

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them… 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away (cf. 21:27)."  5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything 
new!" (NIV Revelation 21:1-5) 

V. EPHESIANS 1:9-10 – GOVERNMENTAL CONVERGENCE OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH 

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself:  10 that in the dispensation (Gk. oikonomia) of the 
fullness of times he might gather together in one (Gk. anakephalaiomai) all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him. (KJV Ephesians 
1:9-10) 

eivj oivkonomi,an (household administration, nAFS) tou/ plhrw,matoj (fullness, nGNS) tw/n 
kairw/n (appointed time, nGMP)( avnakefalaiw,sasqai (again—bring under headings, vAMInf) 
ta. pa,nta (all things, aANP) evn tw/| Cristw/| (Christ, nDMS)( ta. evpi. toi/j ouvranoi/j 
(heavens, nDMP) kai. ta. evpi. th/j gh/j (earth, nGFS) evn auvtw/| (him, pDMS)Å (BGT 

Ephesians 1:10) 

A. Word Studies 

1. <3622>  oivkonomi,a  oikonomia {oy-kon-om-ee'-ah} 

Meaning:  1) the management of a household or of household affairs 1a) specifically, the 
management, oversight, administration, of other's property 1b) the office of a manager or 
overseer, stewardship 1c) administration, dispensation 

Origin:  from 3624 and the base of 3551 [Gk. nomos, “anything established”]; TDNT - 
5:151,674; n f 

Usage:  AV - dispensation 4, stewardship 3; 7 

2. <3624>  oi=koj  oikos {oy'-kos} 

Meaning:  1) a house… 2) the inmates of a house, all the persons forming one family, a 
household… 3) stock, race, descendants of one 

Origin:  of uncertain affinity; TDNT - 5:119,674; n m  

Usage:  AV - house 104, household 3, home + 1519 2, at home + 1722 2, misc 3; 114 

Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is 
the house (Gk. oikos LXX) that you would build for me, and what is the place of my 
rest?" (ESV Isaiah 66:1) 

3. <346>  avnakefalai,omai  anakephalaiomai {an-ak-ef-al-ahee'-om-ahee} 

Meaning:  1) to sum up (again), to repeat summarily, to condense into a summary [“sum 
up; unite, bring together, recapitulate” (USB)] 

Origin:  from 2775 and 303 (in its original sense); TDNT - 3:681,429; v 
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Usage:  AV - briefly comprehend 1, gather together in one 1; 2 

4. <2775>  kefalaio,w  kephalaioo {kef-al-ahee-o'-o} 

Meaning:  1) to bring under headings, to sum up, to summarise 2) to smite or wound in 
the head, to smite on the cheek 

Origin:  from a derivative of 2776;; n n  

Usage:  AV - wound in the head 1; 1 

5. <2776>  kefalh,  kephale {kef-al-ay'} 

Meaning:  1) the head, both of men and often of animals… 

Origin:  from the primary kapto (in the sense of seizing); TDNT - 3:673,429; n f 

Usage:  AV - head 76; 76 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head (Gk. kephale LXX), and you will strike his heel. (NIV 

Genesis 3:15) 

B. Primary Translations 
KJV Ephesians 1:9 – Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

1. that in the dispensation (Gk. oikonomia) of the fullness of the times He might gather 
together in one (Gk. anakephalaiomai) all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth -- in Him. (NKJV Ephesians 1:10) 

2. with a view to an administration (Gk. oikonomia) suitable to the fullness of the times, 
that is, the summing up (Gk. anakephalaiomai) of all things in Christ, things in the 
heavens and things upon the earth. (NASB Ephesians 1:10) 

3. as a plan (Gk. oikonomia) for the fullness of time, to unite (Gk. anakephalaiomai) all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. (ESV Ephesians 1:10) 

4. as a plan (Gk. oikonomia) for the fullness of time, to gather up (Gk. anakephalaiomai) 
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. (NRSV Ephesians 1:10) 

5. toward the administration (Gk. oikonomia) of the fullness of the times, to head up (Gk. 
anakephalaiomai) all things in Christ--the things in heaven and the things on earth. 
(NET Ephesians 1:10) 

6. to be put into effect (Gk. oikonomia) when the times will have reached their 
fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head (Gk. 
anakephalaiomai), even Christ. (NIV Ephesians 1:10) 

7. And this is the plan (Gk. oikonomia): At the right time he will bring everything 
together under the authority (Gk. anakephalaiomai) of Christ-- everything in heaven 
and on earth. (NLT Ephesians 1:10) 

C. Author’s Translation 
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KJV Ephesians 1:9 – Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  

"that in the fullness of the times of the household administration (Gk. oikonomia), all 
things in the heavens and on the earth would again be brought together under 
headship (Gk. anakephalaiomai) in the Messiah." (Ephesians 1:10) 

"that in the fullness (tou/ plhrw,matoj, nGNS) of the times (tw/n kairw/n, nGMP) of the 
household administration (oivkonomi,an, nAFS), all things (ta. pa,nta, aANP) in the 
heavens (evpi. toi/j ouvranoi/j, nDMP) and on the earth (evpi. th/j gh/j, nGFS) would again 
be brought together under headship (avnakefalaiw,sasqai, vAMInf) in the Messiah (evn 
tw/| Cristw/|, nDMS)." (Ephesians 1:10) 
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Class 7a: Perpetual Sovereignty of the Kingdom of God 

 

I. CHRISTONATURALISM AND THE DOCTRINE OF SOVEREIGNTY 

A. Review: Pure Platonic soteriology assumes complete acquiescence to death and the ultimate 
destruction of the perceptual/natural realm.  On the other hand, pure Biblical soteriology 
assumes ardent opposition to death and the ultimate restoration of the heavens and the earth.  
These soteriologies, and their eschatological conclusions, produce diametrically different 
missiologies and sociologies. 

1. Pure Platonic salvation calls for absolute escapism, or “abscondment,” i.e. escape from this 
evil world ultimately doomed to destruction.   Thus, God has no desire to gain control over 45

this wicked world; rather his desire is simply to pluck souls from the fire, so to say, and take 
them away to an eternal etherealized “heaven”. 

2. Pure Biblical salvation calls for an ardent standing with creation for its restoration and a 
declaration to the earth of the coming of its Messiah.  God has complete governmental 

 I use the term abscondment because it integrates the ideas of escapism and criminality, i.e. “The act of running away 45

secretly (as to avoid arrest).” (HyperDictionary.com, “Abscondment,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?
define=abscondment.)

http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=abscondment
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=abscondment
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control and sovereignty over this world and desires all evildoers to repent before he casts 
them to the Lake of Fire forever. 

 

B. Historically, Christianity generally developed in tandem with various forms of Platonism, 
producing various degrees of “Christoplatonism”.   Over time however Christoplatonism 46

developed in tandem with Naturalism, culminating with Deism during and after the 
Enlightenment and finally parting ways with the advent of Darwinism. 

 “Christoplatonism” is a term coined by Randy Alcorn to distinguish Christian Platonism from other forms of secular Platonism 46

(see Randy Alcorn, Heaven, (Tyndale House Publishers, 2004), 459).



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 7a: Perpetual Sovereignty of the Kingdom of God               Page  of 78 264

C. Thus, Christonaturalism involves a wide range of worldviews, historically and presently, based 
a scale of compromise between Judeo-Christianity and Plato-Naturalism.  However, though 
Christonaturalism involves a multitude of beliefs, it generally assumes a similar metaphysical 
construct, which thus assumes a common governmental apparatus, cosmogeny, eschatology, 
etc. 

 

1. Since the Natural realm has its own governmental apparatus, i.e. “natural laws,” it functions 
according to its own sovereignty—“[Natural law] is a theory that posits the existence of a 
law whose content is set by nature and that therefore has validity everywhere.”    47

2. With the integration of Judeo-Christianity into Plato-Naturalism, there are two laws vying for 
authority over existence.  This results in a dualism of sovereignty—the sovereignty of God 
governing over creation, and the sovereignty of Nature governing over the universe.  The 
source of the conflict lies in the simple fact that non-materiality cannot govern over 
materiality in any real existential sense. 

Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the 
sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, "Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and 
moon, in the Valley of Aijalon." … 13 The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and 
did not hurry to set for about a whole day.  14 There has been no day like it before 
or since… (ESV Joshua 10:12-14) 

 “Natural Law,” International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, edited by David L. Sills and Robert K. Merton (New York: 47

Macmillan/Free Press, 1968), empasis mine.
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Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the 
earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an 
earthquake. (NIV Revelation 8:5) 

D. The Christonaturalistic worldview thus has an inherent internal conflict concerning the doctrine 
of the sovereignty of God because it has something much greater than Satan or humans 
introduced into the equation, i.e. Nature and her Law.  The degree of this internal conflict is 
determined by the degree of compromise made with pure Plato-Naturalism. 

1. Since all Christonaturalistic worldviews generally share a common cosmogenical 
metaphysical construct (natural vs. supernatural) and governing apparatuses (Divine Law 
vs. Natural Law), they thus generally share a common eschatology (material 
annihilationism). 

2. However, Christonaturalistic soteriologies are dependant upon the degree to which God’s 
sovereignty is embraced.  Streams that emphasize Christonaturalistic salvation generally 
lean toward an escapist missiology.  Streams that emphasize Christonaturalistic 
sovereignty generally lean toward a dominionistic missiology. 

3. Consequently, the Cross is interpreted within escapism as the means of getting out of the 
material realm, i.e. “going to heaven”, or within dominionism as the means of conquering 
the earth and establishing God’s sovereignty.  Though inherently contradictory since God is 
trying to gain/maintain sovereignty over something that he is ultimately going to destroy, 
movement between the two positions is often fluid causing great mixture of thought and 
action. 
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II. IMPLICATIONS ON BIBLICAL SOVEREIGNTY 

A. The doctrine of the sovereignty of God is one of the most commonly held and most vigorously 
debated beliefs in both ancient and modern times.  However, what is divine “sovereignty,” and 
what part does it play in biblical soteriology? 

Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is 
sovereign (Hb. shalliyt, “rules” KJV/NKJV/ESV/NLT, “is ruler” NASB, “has sovereignty” 
NRSV) over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes… 34 His 
dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.  
35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the 
powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth (governmentally). (NIV Daniel 4:32-35) 

• <7990> jyLiv; shalliyt (Aramaic) {shal-leet'} 

Meaning:  1) having mastery, domineering, master 1a) having mastery 1a1) ruler (subst) 
1b) domineering, imperious  

Origin:  corresponding to 07989 [Hb. shalliyt]; TWOT - 3034b; adj 

Usage:  AV - rule 6, ruler 2, captain 1, lawful 1; 10 

1. Ironically, throughout theological history the doctrine of God’s sovereignty has been mostly 
discussed outside the context of government,  especially since government is inherent in 48

the very definition of sovereignty: “1. Government free from external control, 2. Royal 
authority; the dominion of a monarch, 3. The authority of a state to govern another state.”  49

2. Since God’s sovereignty and governance have generally been thought of within a 
mechanistic existential context (cf. Platonism/Naturalism), discussion on the topic has 
preferred the terms such as “providence.”  50

Use of terms such as this generally relegates the discussion of God’s sovereignty to 
existential foreknowledge and predestination.  51

 E.g. “Sovereignty – of God, his absolute right to do all things according to his own good pleasure (Dan. 4:25, 35; Rom. 9:15–48

23; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 4:11).” [M.G. Easton (c.1897), Easton’s Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1996).]

 HyperDictionary.com, “Sovereignty,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=sovereignty.49

 “Once we understand that God is the all-powerful Creator (see chapter 15), it seems reasonable to conclude that he also 50

preserves and governs everything in the universe as well.  Though the term providence is not found in Scripture, it has been 
traditionally used to summarize God’s ongoing relationship to his creation… We may define God’s providence as follows: God is 
continually involved with all created things in such a way that he (1) keeps them existing and maintaining the properties with which he 
created them; (2) cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do; 
and (3) directs them to fulfill his purposes.” [Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1994), 315.]

 “Providence defined.  The word ‘provide’ (from Latin providere) means etymologically ‘to foresee.’ The corresponding Greek 51

word, Grk: pronoia, means ‘forethought.’ Forethought and foresight imply a future end, a goal and a definite purpose and plan for 
attaining that end… The most essential attribute of rational beings is that they act with reference to an end; that they act not only with 
thought but with forethought.  As, therefore, it is characteristic of rational beings to make preparation for every event that is foreseen or 
anticipated, the word ‘providence’ has come to be used less in its original etymological meaning of foresight than to signify that 
preparation care and supervision which are necessary to secure a desired future result. While all rational beings exercise a providence 
proportioned to their powers, yet it is only when the word is used with reference to the Divine Being who is possessed of infinite 
knowledge and power that it takes on its real and true significance.  The doctrine of divine providence, therefore, has reference to that 
preservation care and government which God exercises over all things that He has created in order they may accomplish the ends for 
which they were created.” [“Providence,” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1939), edited by James Orr, 
John Nuelsen, Edgar Mullins, Morris Evans, and Melvin Grove Kyle (Norfork: BibleWorks, LLC, 2003).]

http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=sovereignty
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“There is a benevolent 
and purposeful ordering 
of all events of history. 
Nothing happens by 
chance; though not 
always perceptible to 
human understanding, 
there is a divine or 
cosmic plan to the 
universe, a reason for 
everything.”  52

3. In much the same way 
that the language of 
“resurrection” and 
“kingdom” gets overlaid 
onto a dualistic reality and 
really means the “eternal 
existence of the soul” and 
“etherealized heaven”, so 
also is “sovereignty” taken 
out of its biblical context 
of absolute governance 
over creation and is 
overlaid onto dualism to 
mean “providence” and 
everything entailed 
therein. 

4. Thus, historically, the means of sovereignty has been classified within the foreknowledge 
argument, which generally falls within categories: 

(1) Causative Foreknowledge (Calvinism)  53

(2) Historical Foreknowledge (Arminianism)  54

 Paul J. Achtemeier, “Providence,” Harper’s Bible Dictionary, 1st ed. (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985), 832.52

 “From this follows the fourth decree to save certain particular persons and to damn others, which decree rests upon the 53

foreknowledge of God, but which he has known from eternity which persons should believe according to such an administration of the 
means serving to repentance and faith through his preceding grace and which should persevere through subsequent grace, and also 
who should not believe and persevere.” [James Arminius, The Works of James Arminius, Vol. I (London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, 
Brown, and Green, 1825-1828), 247-48.]

 “We must not think they are because he knows them. No; he knows them because they are. Just as I (if one may he allowed 54

to compare the things of men with the deep things of God) now know the sun shines: Yet the sun does not shine because I know it, but I 
know it because he shines. My knowledge supposes the sun to shine; but does not in anywise cause it. In like manner, God knows that 
man sins; for he knows all things: Yet we do not sin because he knows it, but he knows it because we sin; and his knowledge supposes 
our sin, but does not in anywise cause it. In a word, God, looking on all ages, from the creation to the consummation, as a moment, and 
seeing at once whatever is in the hearts of all the children of men, knows everyone that does or does not believe, in every age or 
nation. Yet what he knows, whether faith or unbelief, is in nowise caused by his knowledge. Men are as free in believing or not believing 
as if he did not know it at all.” [John Wesley, “Sermon LVIII, On Predestination,” in The Works of John Wesley, Vol. 6, Second Series 
(54-86), (Sage Digital Library Collected Works), 255-6.]



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 7a: Perpetual Sovereignty of the Kingdom of God               Page  of 83 264

(3) Rejection of Foreknowledge (Openness)  55

5. Though foreknowledge is addressed in the Scriptures (the entire prophetic witness being 
an example), it is not the primary aspect of God’s sovereignty (though he clearly has power 
over time itself).  However, when you overlay a material reality (which is dynamic and 
timely) vs. nonmaterial reality (which is static and non-timely), then foreknowledge and 
“causation” become the central issues because of the essential inability of a material reality 
to relate to a nonmaterial reality. 

B. To understand biblical sovereignty rightly, it is critical to frame the argument within the biblical 
context of government within a unified metaphysical construct.  God has sat enthroned in the 
heights of the heavens, retaining full dominion and sovereignty over the heavens and the earth 
since creation.  This helps resolve the inherent paradox between foreknowledge and free will. 

1. The problem of free will is only a problem to the one who seeks to resolve the paradox 
within the heart of God.  Just because God has foreknowledge of our decisions does not 
relieve our responsibility to respond or lessen our accountability when we choose to 
disobey.  God’s foreknowledge of our choices is his problem not ours. 

2. As the functioning of a child in a house is radically affected by the ontology and proximity of 
his/her father, so also is our relating to the ontology and proximity of our heavenly Father 
and his sovereignty.  When God is in the same metaphysical “house”, our hearts are set at 
rest with his intimate, loving sovereignty, and we can come to terms with his foreknowledge, 
letting him be God.  56

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner 
man… (NASB Ephesians 3:14-16) 

III. IMPLICATIONS ON THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

A. Because God’s sovereignty has been traditionally understood outside the context of 
government and within a dualistic metaphysical construct, biblical soteriology has been 
assumed to be fundamentally dominionistic rather than amnestic—that is, in the plan of 
salvation, God is assumed to be presently establishing or regaining dominion over the earth.  

 “Obviously God must know all things that can be known and know them truly. To be able to know all that can be known is a 55

dimension of God's power… omniscience need not mean exhaustive foreknowledge of all future events. If that were its meaning, the 
future would be fixed and determined, much as is the past. Total knowledge of the future would imply a fixity of events. Nothing in the 
future would need to be decided. It also would imply that human freedom is an illusion, that we make no difference and are not 
responsible… It would seriously undermine the reality of our decisions if they were known in advance, spelled out in a heavenly register 
and absolutely certain to happen. It would make the future fixed and certain and render illusory the sense of our making choices 
between real options.” [Clark Pinnock, The Openness of God (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 121-123; italics mine.]

 “The Pauline notion of divine foreknowledge is understood by many interpreters as a knowing in the Semitic sense of 56

acknowledging, inclining toward someone, knowledge which expresses a movement of the will reaching out to personal relationship 
with someone. This kind of knowing is illustrated by the meaning of the Hebrew word 'yada', 'to know' in texts such as Amos 3:2; Hosea 
13:5; and Jeremiah 1:5. The Hebrew verb can come close in meaning to 'elect'. The Greek verb 'ginosko' can also have the sense of 
acknowledging someone as in Gal. 4:9 and 1 Cor. 8:3 in which the term is used to refer to God's 'knowledge' of human beings which is 
the basis for their coming to know or love God .... In Rom. 8:29, foreknowledge denotes the exercise of God's will to establish a special 
relationship with those whom God graciously elects before all time ... Foreknowledge as divine choice is thus the basis of predestination 
to glorification with Christ.” [J.M. Gundry-Volf, “Foreknowledge, Divine,” in Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, eds. Gerald F. Hawthorne, 
Ralph P. Martin, Daniel G. Reid (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 310-11.]
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Thus, most believers do not truly believe in the absolute sovereignty of God, though they may 
affirm it doctrinally/theologically. 

B. Since the Church is generally assumed to be the manifestation of the Kingdom of God, it is 
thus assumed to be the primary agent of God’s establishment of dominion upon the earth.  
Moreover, since dominion is based on possession, this is one of the primary reasons why the 
Church has historically been consumed with the possession of buildings, lands, governments, 
etc. 

C. Dominionism has thus historically been the Church’s dominant mission and outworking of the 
sovereignty of God.  Since the “Constantinian shift,” the Church has almost unilaterally sought 
to gain wealth, resources and political power in the name of “furthering the kingdom of God.”  
This has had disastrous consequences as honest Church History has shown.  57

Theological confusion, especially in matters which have to do with the Church, will inevitably 
produce consequences which are of grave practical concern.  The identification of the 
Kingdom with the Church has led historically to ecclesiastical policies and programs which, 
even when not positively evil, have been far removed from the original simplicity of the New 
Testament ekklēsia.  It is easy to claim that in the “present kingdom of grace” the rule of the 
saints is wholly “spiritual,” exerted only through moral principles and influence.  But 
practically, once the Church becomes the Kingdom in any realistic theological sense, it is 
impossible to draw any clear line between principles and their implementation through 
political and social devises.  For the logical implications of a present ecclesiastical kingdom 
are unmistakable, and historically have always led in only one direction, i.e., political control 
of the state by the Church.  The distances down this road traveled by various religious 
movements, and the forms of control which were developed, have been widely different.  The 
difference is very great between the Roman Catholic system and modern Protestant efforts 
to control the state; also between the ecclesiastical rule of Calvin in Geneva and the 
fanaticism of Münster and the English “fifth-monarchy.”  But the basic assumption is always 
the same: The Church in some sense is the Kingdom, and therefore has a divine right to rule; 
or it is the business of the Church to “establish” fully the Kingdom of God among men.  Thus 
the Church loses its “pilgrim” character and the sharp edge of its divinely commissioned 
“witness” is blunted.  58

IV. GOD’S PERPETUAL FULL OWNERSHIP OF CREATION 

A government’s dominion over a region is determined by its authority over that region.   59

However, authority is based on ownership, which alone determines who ultimately has the right 

 See Helen Ellerbe, The Dark Side of Christian History (Morningstar Books, 1995); Karlheinz Deschner, Abermals krähte der 57

Hahn; Eine kritische Kirchengeschichte von den Anfängen bis zu Pius XII (“The Cock Crowed Once Again: A Critical Church History 
from the Beginnings to Pius XII”) (Stuttgart: Günther, 1962); Karlheinz Deschner, Kriminalgeschichte des Christentums (“The Criminal 
History of Christianity”), 10 Vol. (1986-2008); short overview of the first seven volumes available at Deschner’s site, http://
www.deschner.info/index.htm?/en/work/kg/criminalhistory.htm; Gert von Paczensky, Teurer Segen: Christliche Mission und 
Kolonialismus (“Costly Blessing: Christian Mission and Colonialism”) (München: A. Knaus, 1991).

 Alva J. McClain, The Greatness of the Kingdom: An Inductive Study of the Kingdom of God (BMH Books, 1959), 438-439.58

 Authority being defined as: “1) The power or right to give orders or make decisions, 2) (usually plural) persons who exercise 59

(administrative) control over others.” (HyperDictionary.com, “Authority,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?
define=authority.)

http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=authority
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=authority
http://www.deschner.info/index.htm?/en/work/kg/criminalhistory.htm
http://www.deschner.info/index.htm?/en/work/kg/criminalhistory.htm
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to make decisions concerning the well-being of the whole.   The Kingdom of God has always 60

retained full dominion and sovereignty over the heavens and the earth, because it has always 
retained full ownership of them.   

The LORD had said to Abram… 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you… 
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. 
At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, 
"To your offspring I will give this land (implying it is his to give)." (NIV Genesis 12:1-7) 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most 
High.)  19 And he blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor 
(Hb. qanah, Gk. ktizo LXX, “Creator” NIV/NLT, “maker” NRSV) of heaven and earth;  20 and 
blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!" (NIV Genesis 
14:18-20) 

Moses said to him (Pharaoh), "As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out my 
hands to the LORD. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you 
may know that the earth is the LORD's." (NIV Exodus 9:29) 

The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens 
and my tenants.  24 Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must 
provide for the redemption of the land. (NIV Leviticus 25:23-24) 

To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it.  15 Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and 
he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today.  16 Circumcise your 
hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.  17 For the LORD your God is God 
of gods (cf. creator) and Lord of lords (cf. dominion), the great God, mighty and awesome, 
who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. (NIV Deuteronomy 10:14-17) 

Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:  2 "Who is this that darkens my 
counsel (i.e. governance) with words without knowledge (of God’s sovereignty)?  3 Brace 
yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.  4 Where were you when 
I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand (i.e. creation implying ownership)… 
40:11 Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at every proud man and bring him low,  12 look at 
every proud man and humble him, crush the wicked where they stand.  13 Bury them all in 
the dust together; shroud their faces in the grave (absolute ability implying absolute 
sovereignty).  14 Then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can save you… 
41:10 Who then is able to stand against me?  11 Who has a claim against me that I must 
pay? Everything under heaven belongs to me (implying right to governance)." (NIV Job 
38:1-5; 40:8-14; 41:10-11) 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? … 4 The One enthroned in 
heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies 

 Dominion is defined as: “1) A territorial possession controlled by a ruling state, 2) Dominance or power through legal 60

authority.” (HyperDictionary.com, “Dominion,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=dominion.) 
The etymology of “dominion” itself reveals its intimate connection with ownership: “c.1430, from M.Fr. dominion, from M.L. 

dominionem (nom. dominio), from L. dominionem "ownership" (see domination). British sovereign colonies often were called dominions, 
hence the Dominion of Canada, the formal title after the 1867 union, and Old Dominion, the popular name for the U.S. state of Virginia, 
first recorded 1778.” (Online Etymology Dictionary, Douglas Harper ed., “Dominion,” available from http://www.etymonline.com/
index.php?term=dominion.)

http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=dominion
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=dominion
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=dominion
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them in his wrath, saying,  6 "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."  7 I will 
proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my Son; today I have become 
your Father.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance (implying they 
presently belong to the Father), the ends of the earth your possession. (NIV Psalm 2:1-8) 

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;  2 for he 
founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.  3 Who may ascend the hill 
of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? (NIV Psalm 24:1-3; cf. 89:11) 

The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks and summons the earth… 4 He summons the 
heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people… 12 "If I were hungry I would 
not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it." (NIV Psalm 50:1-12) 

Tell this to your masters (kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon-- v.3):  5 With my 
great power and outstretched arm I made the earth and its people and the animals (i.e. 
creation implying ownership) that are on it, and I give it to anyone I please.  6 Now I will hand 
all your countries over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon… (NIV Jeremiah 
27:2-4) 

V. GOD’S PERPETUAL FULL DOMINION/SOVEREIGNTY OVER CREATION 

Though dominion over the earth has been delegated to man (cf. Ps. 8:4-8; 115:16), and though 
man has abused that authority, God has never lost his sovereignty over the kingdom of man.  He 
has simply refrained from enforcing His law and executing judgment on the rebellion of man (cf. 
Rom. 3:26; Acts 17:30). 

At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone 
sitting on it… 8 Day and night they (the four living creatures) never stop saying: "Holy, holy, 
holy (otherness of character unto governance, cf. contextual “throne”) is the Lord God 
Almighty (Gk. pantokrator), who was (sitting sovereignly on the throne), and is (sitting 
sovereignly on the throne), and is to come (sitting sovereignly on the throne)."  9 Whenever the 
living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives 
for ever and ever (in full dominion over creation),  10 the twenty-four elders fall down before 
him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their 
crowns before the throne (act of governmental subjection) and say:  11 "You are worthy, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power (as Governor), for you created all 
things, and by your will they were created and have their being (creation implying 
ownership implying right to rule)." (NIV Revelation 4:2-11) 

• <3841> pantokra,twr pantokrator {pan-tok-rat'-ore} 

Meaning:  1) he who holds sway over all things 2) the ruler of all 3) almighty: God  

Origin:  from 3956 [Gk. pas, “all, every”] and 2904 [Gk. kratos, “power, force, dominion”]; 
TDNT - 3:914,466; n m 

Usage:  AV - Almighty 9, omnipotent 1; 10 

A. God retained full dominion over the Earth after the Fall. 
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Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine,  6 you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. (NIV Exodus 19:5-6) 

The LORD gives both death and life; he brings some down to the grave but raises 
others up.  7 The LORD makes some poor and others rich; he brings some down and 
lifts others up.  8 He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from the garbage dump. 
He sets them among princes, placing them in seats of honor (governmental positions). 
For all the earth is the LORD's, and he has set the world in order (governmentally). (NLT 1 
Samuel 2:6-8) 

And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: "O LORD, God of Israel, enthroned between the 
cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made 
heaven and earth. (NIV 2 Kings 19:15) 

David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be to 
you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  11 Yours, O 
LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are 
exalted as head over all.  12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all 
things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.” (NIV 1 
Chronicles 29:10-12) 

The LORD reigns forever (with absolute sovereignty); he has established his throne 
(presently) for judgment (eschatologically).  8 He will judge the world in righteousness; 
he will govern the peoples with justice (i.e. enforcement of dominion)… 17 The wicked 
return to the grave, all the nations that forget God… 19 Arise, O LORD, let not man 
triumph; let the nations be judged in your presence.  20 Strike them with terror, O 
LORD; let the nations know they are but men. (NIV Psalm 9:7-20) 

Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he say to himself, "He won't call me 
to account"?  14 But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider it to take it in 
hand… 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man; call him to account for his 
wickedness that would not be found out.  16 The LORD is King for ever and ever; the 
nations will perish from his land (Hb. erets, i.e. He retains full dominion for ever and ever). 
(NIV Psalm 10:13-16) 

But the LORD is in his holy Temple; the LORD still rules from heaven (in full dominion). 
He watches everyone closely, examining every person on earth.  5 The LORD examines 
both the righteous and the wicked (refraining from enforcing His law). He hates those 
who love violence.  6 He will rain down blazing coals and burning sulfur on the wicked, 
punishing them with scorching winds.  7 For the righteous LORD loves justice. The 
virtuous will see his face. (NLT Psalm 11:4-7) 

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of 
the nations will bow down before him (eschatologically),  28 for dominion belongs to the 
LORD (presently) and he rules over the nations (restraining from judgment).  29 All the 
rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before 
him… (NIV Psalm 22:27-29) 
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Give unto the LORD, O you mighty ones, give (“ascribe” NASB/ESV/NRSV/NIV) unto the 
LORD glory and strength (i.e. acknowledge His dominion and sovereignty).  2 Give unto 
the LORD the glory due to His name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness (“in 
holy array” NASB).  3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters (i.e. peoples, cf. Is. 8:5; 
Jer. 47:2; Rev. 17:15)… 4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is 
full of majesty.  5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars (i.e. governments, cf. Dan. 
4:20ff; Ps. 37:35; Is. 10:33f; Ez. 31:3ff; Zech. 11:2)… 7 The voice of the LORD divides the 
flames of fire (i.e. angels, cf. Ps. 104:4; Is. 66:15; Ez. 1:13; Heb. 1:7)… And in His temple 
(in heaven, cf. Heb. 8:5; 9:23; Rev. 7:15; 11:19; 15:5ff) everyone says, 
"Glory!" (recognizing His full dominion)  10 The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood (in full 
dominion), and the LORD sits as King forever (in full dominion). (NKJV Psalm 29:1-10) 

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  2 How awesome is 
the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth (presently)! … 7 For God is the 
King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.  8 God reigns over the nations 
(presently); God is seated on his holy throne (in full dominion).  9 The nobles of the 
nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth 
belong to God (i.e. under His dominion); he is greatly exalted. (NIV Psalm 47:1-9) 

The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has put on strength 
as his belt. Yes, the world is established (under His dominion, cf. Is. 40:21f); it shall 
never be moved.  2 Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 
(NIV Psalm 93:1-2) 

Ascribe to (“recognize” NLT) the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory 
and strength.  8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name… 9 Worship the LORD in 
the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth (in recognition of His 
dominion).  10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly 
established (under His dominion), it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with 
equity. (NIV Psalm 96:7-10) 

The LORD reigns (presently), let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the 
cherubim, let the earth shake.  2 Great is the LORD in Zion; he is exalted over all the 
nations (i.e. full dominion).  3 Let them praise your great and awesome name-- he is 
holy. (NIV Psalm 99:1-3) 

But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him… 
19 The LORD has established His throne in heaven (in absolute sovereignty), and His 
kingdom rules over all (presently).  20 Bless the LORD, you His angels, who excel in 
strength, who do His word, heeding the voice of His word.  21 Bless the LORD, all you 
His hosts, you ministers of His, who do His pleasure.  22 Bless the LORD, all His 
works, in all places of His dominion (i.e. heavens and earth). Bless the LORD, O my 
soul! (NKJV Psalm 103:17-22) 

Why do the nations say, "Where is their God?" (as though He has lost dominion)  3 Our 
God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him (because He is absolutely sovereign).  4 
But their idols are silver and gold… 16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD 
(governmentally), but the earth he has given to man (governmentally, implying the giver 
still retains sovereignty). (NIV Psalm 115:2-16) 
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Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all 
generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has 
made… 20 The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 
(NIV Psalm 145:13-20) 

See, the LORD is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it; he will ruin its face and 
scatter its inhabitants… 20 The earth reels like a drunkard, it sways like a hut in the 
wind… 21 In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the 
kings on the earth below.  22 They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a 
dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished after many days. (NIV Isaiah 
24:1-23) 

See, the Sovereign LORD (Hb. adonay yhvh) comes with power, and his arm rules for 
him (enforcing His sovereignty). See, his reward (for the righteous) is with him, and his 
recompense (for the wicked) accompanies him… 15 Surely the nations are like a drop in 
a bucket (i.e. their sovereignty and dominion); they are regarded as dust on the scales; 
he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust… 17 Before him all the nations are 
as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing… 21 Do you 
not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have 
you not understood since the earth was founded (i.e. from creation to present)?  22 He 
sits enthroned above the circle of the earth (retaining sovereignty over it), and its people 
are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them 
out like a tent to live in.  23 He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this 
world to nothing (presently).  24 No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, 
no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and 
a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. (NIV Isaiah 40:10-24) 

This is what the LORD says: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. 
Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?  2 Has not 
my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?" … 15 See, the LORD is 
coming with fire, and his chariots are like a whirlwind; he will bring down his anger 
with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.  16 For with fire and with his sword the 
LORD will execute judgment upon all men, and many will be those slain by the LORD. 
(NIV Isaiah 66:1-16) 

Who would not fear (“revere” NIV) you, O King of the nations (presently)? For this is 
your due; for among all the wise ones of the nations and in all their kingdoms there is 
none like you… 10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and the 
everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure his 
indignation.  11 Thus shall you say to them: "The gods who did not make the heavens 
and the earth shall perish from the earth and from under the heavens 
(eschatologically)." (ESV Jeremiah 10:7-11) 

Daniel praised the God of heaven  20 and said: "Praise be to the name of God for ever 
and ever; wisdom and power are his.  21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up 
kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 
discerning.  22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, 
and light dwells with him. (NIV Daniel 2:19-22) 
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King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth 
(i.e. all dominions): Peace be multiplied to you!  2 It has seemed good to me to show the 
signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me.  3 How great are his 
signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his 
dominion endures from generation to generation… 17 The sentence is by the decree of 
the watchers, the decision by the word of the holy ones, to the end that the living may 
know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men (even after the Fall) and gives it to 
whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men… 34 At the end of the days I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I 
blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to 
generation;  35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does 
according to his will among the host of heaven (i.e. sovereignty over the heavens) and 
among the inhabitants of the earth (i.e. sovereignty over the earth); and none can stay 
his hand or say to him, "What have you done?" … 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise 
and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are 
just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. (ESV Daniel 4:1-37) 

As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat (Hb. 
yashab, i.e. “sit enthroned” in full dominion)… Thousands upon thousands attended him; 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the 
books were opened… 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one 
like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of 
Days and was led into his presence.  14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign 
power (by the Ancient of Days, implying he retained all dominion beforehand); all peoples, 
nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away (as inherited from the Ancient of Days), and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed… 23 He (the angel) gave me this 
explanation… 26 'the court will sit, and his (“little horn,” i.e. Antichrist) power will be taken 
away (by the Most High, implying it was given by the Most High) and completely destroyed 
forever.  27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven will be handed over (by the Most High) to the saints, the people of the 
Most High.'" (NIV Daniel 7:9-27) 

B. God retained full dominion over the Earth after the First Coming. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority (i.e. dominion) in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me (by the Father who previously possessed it).  19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always (in full dominion), to the very end of the age." (NIV 

Matthew 28:18-20) 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in 
your name (governmentally)!"  18 And he said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven (by the sovereignty of the Father).  19 Behold, I have given you authority to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing 
shall hurt you.  20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven… 22 All things (governmentally) 
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have been handed over to me by my Father (who possessed it previously), and no one 
knows who the Son is (as Messiah) except the Father…" (ESV Luke 10:17-22) 

So Pilate… said to him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" … 36 Jesus answered, "My 
kingdom (dominion from heaven) is not of this world (i.e. given by man)." … 19:10 So Pilate 
said to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to 
release you and authority to crucify you?"  11 Jesus answered him, "You would have 
no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above (implying God 
retains all dominion). Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater 
sin." (ESV John 18:33-36; 19:10-11) 

Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism  35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.  36 
You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. (NIV Acts 10:34-36) 

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
(presently) and does not live in temples built by hands… 26 From one man he made 
every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the 
times set for them and the exact places where they should live… 30 In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance (idolatry), but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent.  31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice (i.e. 
enforcement of dominion) by the man he has appointed. (NIV Acts 17:24-31) 

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath (eschatologically), for it 
is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord… 21 Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good.  13:1 Everyone must submit himself to the 
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established 
(by the grace given to them, cf. v.6ff). The authorities (dominions) that exist (presently) 
have been established by God (who retains sovereignty over them).  2 Consequently, he 
who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves (eschatologically).  3 For rulers hold 
no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free 
from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.  4 
For he is God's servant (whether believer or unbeliever) to do you good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an 
agent of wrath (foreshadowing the eschatological wrath) to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer.  5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because 
of possible punishment but also because of conscience (i.e. because of 
acknowledgment of God’s present absolute sovereignty).  6 This is also why you pay taxes, 
for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing (cf. 12:8).  7 
Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (NIV Romans 12:19-13:7) 

And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 
which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect (i.e. judgment executed) when the 
times will have reached their fulfillment (after the age of amnesty)-- to bring all things 
(governmentally) in heaven and on earth together under one head (governor), even 
Christ.  11 In him we were also chosen (to rule), having been predestined… 13 And you 
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also were included in Christ (i.e. in the messianic government) when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation… 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you 
(Messianic Kingdom), the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe (i.e. the resurrection). That power is like 
(i.e. equivalent to) the working of his mighty strength,  20 which he exerted in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand (position of 
government/dominion) in the heavenly realms,  21 far above all rule and authority, power 
and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in 
the one to come (i.e. universal sovereignty functioning in amnesty now and recompense in 
the age to come).  22 And God placed all things under his feet (now and future) and 
appointed him to be head over everything (“rule and authority, power and dominion,” now 
and future) for the church (messianic assembly),  23 which is his body (under his head, i.e. 
governance), the fullness of him who fills everything (“rule and authority, power and 
dominion”) in every way. (NIV Ephesians 1:9-23) 

Therefore God has highly exalted him (governmentally) and bestowed on him the name 
(i.e. governmental position) that is above every name (presently), 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow (acknowledging his full dominion), in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father (ultimately eschatologically). (ESV Philippians 2:9-11) 

…we have not stopped praying for you… 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  13 For he 
has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 
Son he loves,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  15 He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn (from the dead, cf. 1 Cor. 15:20) over all 
creation (cf. governments, v.16).  16 For by him all things (governments) were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities (i.e. governments); all things (governments) were created by him 
(before and after the Fall) and for him (eschatologically as Messiah).  17 He is before all 
things (governments), and in him all things (governments) hold together (both now and in 
the age to come). (NIV Colossians 1:9-17) 

I charge you in the presence of God (i.e. God ruling presently in the highest heaven), who 
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus (who presently co-rules with Him), who in his 
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession (cf. Jn. 19:11, “You would 
have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above”),  14 to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  15 which he will display at the proper time- he who is the blessed and 
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone has immortality, 
who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be 
honor and eternal dominion. Amen. (ESV 1 Timothy 6:13-16) 

…in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things (as Messiah)… 3 After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand (position of authority/dominion) of the Majesty in heaven.  4 So he became as 
much superior (governmentally) to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior 
to theirs… 2:5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which 
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we are speaking… 8 In putting everything (governmentally) under him, God left nothing 
that is not subject to him (governmentally). Yet at present we do not see everything 
subject to him (because he restrains from executing judgment upon injustice).  9 But we 
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and 
honor (i.e. full dominion) because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone. (NIV Hebrews 1:2-4; 2:5-9) 

There is also an antitype (Gk. antitupos—of which the Flood was a type) which now saves 
us -- baptism (“by the Spirit” v.18; as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come, cf. 2 Cor. 1:22; 
5:5; Eph. 1:14) (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God), through (belief in, cf. Rom. 10:9) the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ (as a firstfruits),  22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand (position of 
authority/dominion) of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made 
subject to Him (as it was previously subject to the Father). (NKJV 1 Peter 3:21-22) 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 
before the presence of his glory with great joy,  25 to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority (i.e. full dominion), 
before all time and now and forever. Amen. (ESV Jude 1:24-25; cf. 1 Pe. 4:11; 5:10f) 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits who are before his throne,  5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful 
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth (assuming both are 
present realities). To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  6 
and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. (ESV Revelation 1:4-6) 

They (those victorious over the Beast) held harps given them by God  3 and sang the 
song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous 
are your deeds, Lord God Almighty (Gk. pantokrator). Just and true are your ways, King 
of the ages (cf. 16:5).  4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? 
For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you (acknowledging 
His sovereignty throughout “the ages”), for your righteous acts have been revealed." (NIV 

Revelation 15:2-4; cf. 17:14; 19:16) 

VI. SATAN AND DEMONS PERPETUALLY UNDER THE ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD  

After Abimelech had governed Israel three years,  23 God sent an evil spirit between 
Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem, who acted treacherously against Abimelech.  24 
God did this in order that the crime against Jerub-Baal's seventy sons, the shedding of 
their blood, might be avenged on their brother Abimelech and on the citizens of 
Shechem… (NIV Judges 9:22-24) 

Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD 
tormented him… 23 Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take his 
harp and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit 
would leave him… 18:10 The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully upon Saul. He 
was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the harp, as he usually did… 19:9 
But an evil spirit from the LORD came upon Saul as he was sitting in his house with his 
spear in his hand. (NIV 1 Samuel 16:14-23; 18:10; 19:9) 
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Again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he (the LORD) incited David 
against them (rebellious Israel), saying (to David, by means of Satan), "Go and take a census 
of Israel and Judah."  2 So the king said to Joab and the army commanders with him, "Go 
throughout the tribes of Israel from Dan to Beersheba and enroll the fighting men, so that 
I may know how many there are." (NIV 2 Samuel 24:1-2) 

• Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. (NIV 1 
Chronicles 21:1) 

Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, 
and all the host of heaven standing beside him (in submission) on his right hand and on 
his left;  20 and the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
Ramoth-gilead?' And one said one thing, and another said another.  21 Then a spirit (Hb. 
ruwach / Gk. pneuma LXX vs. Hb. mal'ak / Gk. aggelos) came forward and stood before the 
LORD, saying, 'I will entice him.'  22 And the LORD said to him, 'By what means?' And he 
said, 'I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.' And he said, 
'You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.' (ESV 1 Kings 22:19-22; cf. 
2 Chr. 18:18-22) 

One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD (in submission to His 
governance), and Satan also came with them (in submission)… 8 Then the LORD said to 
Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job?" … Satan replied… 11 "stretch out your 
hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face."  12 The 
LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 
himself do not lay a finger (on consequence of the Abyss, cf. Mt. 8:29; Lk. 8:31; Jude 1:6; 2 
Pe. 2:4)." … 2:1 On another day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan also came with them to present himself before him… 3 Then the LORD said to 
Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? … he still maintains his integrity, though 
you incited me against him (cf. 2 Sam 24:1) to ruin him without any reason."  4 Satan 
replied… "stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse 
you to your face."  6 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; but 
you must spare his life."  7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD (in 
submission to His governance) and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his 
feet to the top of his head. (NIV Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7) 

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and 
Satan standing at his right side to accuse him.  2 The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD 
rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a 
burning stick snatched from the fire?" (NIV Zechariah 3:1-2) 

When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed 
men coming from the tombs met him… 29 "What do you want with us, Son of God?" they 
shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time (cf. the messianic 
age)?" … 31 The demons begged Jesus (in acknowledgment of his dominion), "If you drive 
us out, send us into the herd of pigs."  32 He said (i.e. allowed) to them, "Go!" (NIV Matthew 
8:28-32) 

When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 
sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.  41 Moreover, demons came 
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out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would 
not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ. (NIV Luke 4:40-41) 

When he (demon) saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his 
voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't 
torture me!"… 31 And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss 
(cf. Rev. 20:3). (NIV Luke 8:28-31; cf. Mk. 5:1-17) 

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name."  18 He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  19 I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 
enemy; nothing will harm you.  20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." (NIV Luke 10:17-20) 

Simon, Simon, Satan has asked (the Father, who has dominion over him) to sift you as 
wheat.  32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. (NIV Luke 22:31-32) 

For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion (by means of demons) so that they 
will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but 
have delighted in wickedness. (NIV 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12) 

You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder (at 
His authority and dominion). (NIV James 2:19) 

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority (under the 
government of heaven), but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under 
gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day… (ESV Jude 1:6; cf. 2 Pe. 2:4) 

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding 
in his hand a great chain.  2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, 
or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.  3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. (NIV Revelation 20:1-3) 

VII. BELIEVERS ARE THEREFORE COMMANDED TO OBEY AUTHORITIES 

When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. "What do you think, 
Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes-- from 
their own sons or from others?"  26 "From others," Peter answered. "Then the sons are 
exempt," Jesus said to him.  27 "But so that we may not offend them…" (NIV Matthew 
17:25-27) 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 
by God.  2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what 
God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves… 4 He is 
God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  5 Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also 
because of conscience.  6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's 
servants, who give their full time to governing. (NIV Romans 13:1-6) 
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I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone--  2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness.  3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior,  4 who wants all 
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (NIV 1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk 
back to them,  10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so 
that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.  11 For the 
grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It teaches us to say "No" 
to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 
in this present age,  13 while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is 
good.  15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all 
authority. Do not let anyone despise you.  3:1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers 
and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good,  2 to slander no one, 
to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men. (NIV Titus 
2:9-3:2) 

Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  13 
Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as 
supreme,  14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good.  15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. (ESV 1 Peter 2:12-15) 
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Class 7b: Amnestic Foundations of Biblical Soteriology 

I. HELLENISTIC METAPHYSICAL DUALISM 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (ESV Genesis 1:1) 

A. Historical Development 

1. First set forth by 
Socrates (470-399 BC) 
and Plato (427-347 BC), 
the Hellenistic worldview 
is a form of metaphysical 
dualism, which divides 
existence into two distinct 
realms.   For Plato this 61

dualism included the unchangeable, perfect “intelligible world,” which is unseen, and the 
corrupt, fallen “perceptual world,” which we see around us.  The perceptual world consists 
of imperfect “copies” of the perfect and ideal intelligible “forms.”   This basic split in reality 62

is still the bedrock upon which the foundation of the Western worldview rests.  63

2. One of Plato’s chief pupils at the Academy (f. 385 BC) in Athens was Aristotle (384-322 
BC), who in turn tutored a young man named Alexander (356-323 BC).   Alexander “the 64

Great” made it his life goal to spread Greek philosophy and culture across the entire world, 
conquering the eastern Mediterranean, Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Iranian plateau, Central 

 Though few frame Western philosophy as essentially demonic, Tertullian (c.160-230) speaks of the demonization of 61

Socrates as though it were widely known and commonly understood, “Socrates, as none can doubt, was actuated by a different spirit. 
For they say that a demon clave to him from his boyhood…” (Tertullian, “It is Not to the Philosophers that We Resort for Information 
about the Soul But to God,” A Treatise on the Soul, Chapter 1; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf03.iv.xi.i.html.)   

This no doubt refers to the “inner voice” that Socrates frequently relied upon, which he referred to as the “Daimonion” but has 
been modernly equated with the conscience.  However, Socrates claimed divine inspiration from the Daimonion (Phaedrus, 242) and 
related to it as a “monitor” assigned uniquely to him among humanity (Republic, 496).  Having never heard of the Daimonion, Socrates’ 
fellow Athenians regarded it as a new divinity, and Xenophon equated it to divination (Memorabilia, IV.3.12).   

Generalizing some passages in Xenophon and Plato, where Daimonion is employed metaphorically, as a symbolic expression 
for the inner conviction, “the attempt has been made to deliver Socrates from an embarrassing and, for a wise man and pattern of 
virtue, unworthy eccentricity by explaining the Daimonion as a figure of speech.” [K. Joel, Der Xenophon-tische und der echte Socrates 
(Berlin, 1893), 67; as quoted in Abraham J. Heschel, The Prophets, Vol. II (Harper, 1971), 591.]

 Plato’s most commonly quoted illustration is the “Allegory of the Cave” (Republic 7.514a–520a), which is related to his 62

“Metaphor of the Sun” (507b–509c) and the “Analogy of the Divided Line” (509d–513e) which immediately precede it at the end of Book 
6.  The common theme in these parables is the “sun,” a metaphor for the source of illumination, which he held to be “The Form of the 
Good,” generally interpreted as Plato’s notion of God.

 “The safest general characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of footnotes to 63

Plato.” [Alfred North Whitehead, Process and Reality: An Essay in Cosmology (1929); corrected edition, ed. David R. Griffin and Donald 
W. Sherburne (Free Press, 1979).]

 Aristotle, however, disagreed with his teacher concerning the world of forms, arguing that all matter is real in and of itself.  64

He argued that the universals (i.e. “forms”) did not produce the particulars (i.e. “copies”), but rather the universals were found in each 
particular.  In other words, all that exists is matter, and there is no unseen metaphysical reality.  This view would ultimately triumph in 
the resurgence of Aristotelianism during medieval scholasticism, which produced the infant form of “naturalism.”  Thus, in a broad way, 
the struggle between Aristotle and Plato is still seen in the modern struggle between naturalism and supernaturalism.

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf03.iv.xi.i.html
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Asia, and parts of India in only 10 years (333-323 BC).  This worldwide conquest ushered 
in what is known as the “Hellenistic Age” (323-31 BC).  65

3. One of the first cities that Alexander the Great established was Alexandria (f. 334 BC) in 
northern Egypt, which became a hub of learning, cultural diversity, and Hellenistic 
propagation (including the largest library in the ancient world).   The primary stronghold of 
the Western Church began here when a school was established by Clement (c.150-211) 
and Origen (c.182-251) with the express purpose of assimilating Christianity into Greek 
philosophical thought.  The product was the allegorical or “spiritual” approach to interpreting 
Scripture.  66

B. Implications 

II. ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL 

A. If God truly is absolutely sovereign over the heavens and the earth, having full dominion and 
control over all decisions made therein, then the inevitable question arises: “How can he, being 
all powerful and loving, allow evil to persist under his governance?”  This is the classical 
question of “the problem of evil,” which has proven to be a universal plague to the 
consciousness of man:  

1. If God exists, then God is omnipotent, omniscient, and morally perfect. 

2. If God is omnipotent, then God has the power to eliminate all evil. 

3. If God is omniscient, then God knows when evil exists. 

4. If God is morally perfect, then God has the desire to eliminate all evil. 

5. Evil exists. 

6. If evil exists and God exists, then either God doesn't have the power to eliminate all evil, or 
doesn't know when evil exists, or doesn't have the desire to eliminate all evil. 

 “Hellenistic” simply refers to Greek culture after the time of Alexander the Great; from Gk. Hellenikos, from the root Hellen, 65

meaning “a Greek [person].” (Online Etymology Dictionary, Douglas Harper ed., “Hellenic,” available from http://www.etymonline.com/
index.php?term=Hellenic.)

 Platonic ideas began making inroads into Christian theology through the writings of Philo (ca. 20 BC–AD 50). An 66

Alexandrian Jew, Philo admired Greek culture and was enamored with Plato’s philosophy. He was also proud of his Jewish heritage. In 
his desire to offer the Greeks the best of Judaism and the Jews the best of Greek philosophy, he allegorized Scripture. He did so in 
contrast to the literal interpretation of many rabbis.  Philo’s ideas caught on, and Alexandria became the home of a new school of 
theological thought. 

Though the Alexandrian School was challenged in its mission by the Antiochian School, which espoused a common sense, 
literal interpretation, the “spiritual” interpretation of the Bible became prevalent by the time Constantine took over the Roman Empire 
(324), which ushered in the age of the synthesis between church and state and sealed the Greek philosophical worldview in the mind of 
the Western Church by creedal orthodoxy.  The Church’s greatest theologians of the Medieval Ages, such as Augustine (354-430), 
Gregory the Great (540-604) and Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), were thoroughly Hellenistic in their worldview and Alexandrian in their 
hermeneutic. 

In truth, an entirely new worldview was birthed in Alexandria, the progeny of a union between the Hebraic and Hellenistic 
worldviews.  This new worldview has been termed “Christoplatonism,” since it retained some aspects of both classical Judeo-
Christianity and classical Platonism [see Randy Alcorn, Heaven, (Tyndale House Publishers, 2004), 459.].  However, Christoplatonism 
developed over the centuries in tandem with Naturalism, culminating with Deism during the Enlightenment and finally parting ways with 
the advent of Darwinism.  Thus, Christoplatonism’s modern descendant would be better termed “Christonaturalism.”

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Hellenic
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Hellenic
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7. Therefore, God doesn't exist.”  67

B. The traditional answer, generally given by most theists, is that a perfect being may allow some 
evil, asserting that it will enable certain greater goods (usually free will), which can not be 
achieved without the allowing of such evils.  68

C. The theological and philosophical attempt to reconcile the existence of evil with the existence 
of God is classically known as “theodicy.”   There are generally four theodicy traditions:  69

1. Denial Theodicy – this argument simply denies the need to justify God in the existence of 
evil.  There is no “problem” because a problem presumes our judgment of God and the 
presence of evil.   God is so far superior to humanity that God cannot be judged by 70

humanity, and our assumption that we can tell God what a benevolent and all-powerful 
being can or cannot do is mere arrogance (cf. Job 38-42).  71

2. Punishment Theodicy – Though rarely articulated, this position is widely held at a popular 
level.  God is justified in evil and suffering because it is the result of His punishing them (cf. 
Job’s friends).  However, this does not account for undeserved suffering (i.e. small children, 
handicapped, nonhuman animals, etc., who are not morally responsible), nor does it 
answer the question of why evil was permitted in the first place. 

3. Determinism Theodicy – As originally argued by Augustine (354-430) and reiterated by the 
Reformers, determinism argues that God has a righteous, sovereign, predestined plan, 
which involves true evil, but is intended for morally justified purposes, which are not always 
apparent to humanity.  This duality of intentions is exemplified, for example, in Joseph’s 
imprisonment by man and salvation of many by God (cf. Gen. 50:15-20).  Assuming God’s 
foreknowledge to be causative, then God’s plan must work all things caused by him (good 
and evil) out for good, unbeknownst to man (cf. Rom. 11:28). 

4. Free Will Theodicy 

a) Arminian Theodicy – Originally articulated by Pelagius (c.354–c.420) and later 
popularized by Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609) and John Wesley (1703-1791), 

 Michael Tooley, “The Problem of Evil,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Edward N. Zalta ed., 15 March 2008; available 67

at http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/evil/. 
J.L. Mackie most notably argued likewise: 1) a perfectly good being always prevents evil as far as he can; 2) an omnipotent 

and omniscient being can do anything possible; 3) so, if a perfectly good, omnipotent and omniscient being exists, he prevents evil, 
completely (from 1 & 2); 4) if God exists, then He is perfectly good, omnipotent and omniscient; 5) so, if God exists, He prevents evil 
completely (from 3 & 4); 6) there is evil; 7) so, God does not exist. [See “Evil and Omnipotence,” Mind (1955), collected in Robert and 
Marilyn Adams, eds, The Problem of Evil (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990).]

 See Richard Swinburne, “Evil, the Problem of,” The Oxford Companion to Philosophy, 2nd Edition, Ted Honderich ed. 68

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005).

 The term comes from the Greek theos (“god”) and dikē (“justice”), literally meaning “the justice of God,” though more 69

appropriately “the justification of God.”  The term was coined by Gottfried Leibniz in Theodicic Essays on the Benevolence of God, the 
Free will of man, and the Origin of Evil (1710).  The purpose of the essay was to show that the evil in the world does not conflict with the 
goodness of God, and that notwithstanding its many evils, the world is the best of all possible worlds.

 See David R. Stroop, “The Supposed Problem of Evil,” Biblical Studies Journal Vol. 6, Num. 1 (19 December 2002); 70

archived at http://www.biblicalstudies.org/journal/v006n01.html.

 “We are capable at least of negative wisdom.  We can understand the necessary limits of our reflections on the subjects 71

which are beyond our reach.  This can easily be demonstrated and will put an end once and for all to the trial [that is, the trail of God 
before the tribunal of reason].” [Immanuel Kant, “On the Failure of All Attempted Theological Theodicies,” M. Despland, trans., originally 
published 1791, in Michael Despland, Kant on History and Religion, 283-297 (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1973), 290; 
emphasis in original.]

http://www.biblicalstudies.org/journal/v006n01.html
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/evil/
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Arminianism argues that God’s foreknowledge is historical, rather than causative.  He 
simply has knowledge of future events beforehand, which does not imply his causing 
them.  Because God does not cause this sin and because humankind is not fated to sin, 
God is not guilty of that sin and the resultant evil and suffering. 

b) Openness Theodicy – Akin to its elder “process theology,” open theism is a modern 
response to hyper-Calvinism.   Open theism argues that sovereignty does not include 72

“exhaustive definite foreknowledge” (EDF), but rather, the future is “open” to the 
decisions of freewill agents, and God knows the general outcome (which He is 
“sovereignly” working towards), and thus only the offender is responsible for the crime 
since God did not technically know it was going to happen. 

D. Amnestic Theodicy 

1. This work puts forward an answer to the problem of evil in the form of amnesticism, 
maintaining the full sovereignty and benevolence of God, while explaining the presence of 
wickedness as a restraint of execution of punishment on the part of God, motivated by love 
for the wicked. 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise (to judge the earth, cf. v.2-8), as some 
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish (i.e. the 
wicked), but everyone to come to repentance (to be saved from the judgment). (NIV 2 
Peter 3:9) 

2. Amnesty explains why Jesus has not yet returned to judge the living and the dead (cf. Acts 
10:42).  It explains why the earth continues to get darker and darker, and why God, being 
all-powerful and all-loving, continues to allow evil to persist on the earth.  He is vindicated 
as a righteous governor, since his allowance of evil doers is proportionately countered by 
his love of evil doers.  Amnesty is the simple and loving answer to evil and its resultant 
suffering. 

3. Moreover, this explains the issue of divine sovereignty.  If Jesus has indeed been seated at 
God’s right hand “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion… not only in the 
present age but also in the age to come” (Eph. 2:21), then why is his rulership so pathetic?  
No competent governor would allow such wickedness and lawlessness to persist under his 
dominion!  However, if he is patient and long suffering, not wanting any to perish, then. 

4. Summary: the “problem of evil” is simply the “problem of government.”  The universal crisis 
of all government is the desire of the governor to establish the well-being of the whole 
through the punishment of the lawbreaker (who causes ill-being/suffering).  However, the 
governor’s love of the whole necessarily involves love for the individual lawbreaker, and 
thus the governor desires to refrain from punishment, amnestically, until repentance is 
attained from and a substitutionary atonement can be applied to the lawbreaker.  Though 

 Process theology is a school of thought initiated by the process philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead (1861–1947) and later 72

expanded and developed by Charles Hartshorne, John B. Cobb, Jr., and David Ray Griffin.  Thomas Jay Oord integrates process 
theology with evangelical, openness, and Wesleyan Arminian theologies, arguing that it is simply part of God’s essence as relational to 
provide freedom to others; thus, the theologies have a similar foundational.  Its major proponents include Clark Pinnock, Gregory Boyd, 
John Sanders, etc. [See Clark Pinnock, et al., The Openness of God: A Biblical Challenge to the Traditional Understanding of God 
(InterVarsity Press, 1994); Clark Pinnock, Most Moved Mover: A Theology of God's Openness (Baker Academic, 2001); Gregory A. 
Boyd, God of the Possible: A Biblical Introduction to the Open View of God (Baker Books, 2000); Gregory A. Boyd, Satan and the 
Problem of Evil: Constructing a Trinitarian Warfare Theodicy (InterVarsity Press, 2001); John Sanders, The God Who Risks: A Theology 
of Providence (InterVarsity Press, 1998).]
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the governor has the power and desire to purge evil, he/she refrains out of love for the 
evildoer. 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye 
is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be 
repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism. (NIV Colossians 3:22-25; cf. Eph. 
6:8) 

III. AMNESTICISM AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 

A. The doctrine of the “perseverance of the saints” is a logical consequence of one’s doctrine of 
sovereignty and its resultant answer to the problem of evil.  Thus it has been a long-standing 
Calvinist vs. Arminianist debate. 

1. The Reformed view, summarized by the popular phrase “once saved, always saved,” 
assumes the reformed doctrine of sovereignty as predestination.  Thus, God has chosen 
some men and women unto salvation (i.e. “heaven”) through his causative foreknowledge 
(the primary preserving agent of the saints), which cannot be changed or overturned.   73

This view assumes no practical need for sanctification or discipleship, since those whom 
God has chosen have “eternal security” concerning their place in “heaven.”  74

2. The Arminian position argues for a “conditional” preservation of the saints.  Since God’s 
foreknowledge is historical rather than causative, the preserving agent of the saints is the 
perseverant faith (i.e. free will) of the saints.   Thus, Arminian traditions are known for their 75

“methodical” discipleship models.  However, perseverance is still unto “heaven” rather than 
unto the Kingdom and resurrection, so there is little real hope for perseverant faith to take 
hold of.  Moreover, there is no real system of rewards vs. punishments to be attained vs. 
avoided by perseverance, since there is no real government in “heaven.” 

B. The Decline of the Western Church 

1. Recent research argues that there are nearly 200 million “unreached” people in the US, 
making it one of the top four largest “unreached” nations in the world.   Moreover, in spite 76

of the rise of mega-churches, no county in America has a greater church population than it 

 “Perseverance, [Paul] teaches us, is due to the purpose of God, to the work of Christ, to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and 73

to the primal source of all, the infinite, mysterious, and immutable love of God. We do not keep ourselves; we are kept by the power of 
God, through faith unto salvation.” (Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, 3.16.8; archived at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/hodge/
theology3.iii.ii.viii.html.)

 Moreover, whe n people “fall away” it is simply accounted that they were never “saved” in the first place, a completely 74

absurd a posteriori deduction.

 “The Arminian position is accurately portrayed by someone throwing a lifeline to a drowning man and saying ‘grab hold of 75

this and keep holding on tightly until I pull you to safety.’  I would maintain that no one rescued in this way would dream that he had 
saved himself or even made a ‘contribution’ which merited his rescue.  He would be filled with gratitude towards his rescuer.” [David 
Pawson, Once Saved, Always Saved? A Study in Perseverance and Inheritance (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1996), 106.]

 “The American church is in the midst of one of the largest mission fields in the world today. Only three other nations—China, 76

India, and Indonesia—have more lost people.” [Justice Anderson, Missiology: An Introduction to the Foundations, History and 
Strategies of Word Missions, ed. John Mark Terry, Ebbie Smith, Justice Anderson (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1998), 243.]

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/hodge/theology3.iii.ii.viii.html
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/hodge/theology3.iii.ii.viii.html
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did ten years ago.   There are now nearly 60% fewer churches per 10,000 persons than in 77

1920.  78

2. Dave Olson, director of church planting for the Evangelical Covenant Church, indicates that 
since 1990, each year 3,200 churches closed their doors forever while 3,600 surviving 
churches began, resulting in a net gain of 4,660 churches; but to keep up with the 
population our gain needed to be 38,802 new churches.  79

3. Church Growth analysts universally acknowledge that there has been a mass exodus of 
youth from the church in the West in recent decades.   For example, in America 80

involvement in church and Christian faith by generations: Builders (born before 1946) 65%, 
Boomers (1946-1964) 35%, Busters (1965-1976) 15%, Bridgers (1977-1994) 4%.    81

4. George Barna tracked the decline of the Church for almost twenty years and released his 
research in the book, State of the Church 2002, a scathing exposé of the church in 
America.  The book in a nutshell argues that the vast majority of Americans have 
responded at least once to an evangelist’s plea for them to repeat a “salvation prayer.”  
However, only 5-8% are genuine, bible-believing “Evangelical Christians”.  82

C. Decline of the Western Church Primarily Based on Lack of Perseverance 

1. Statistics consistently showing an 84 to 97 percent fall-away rate are not confined to 
crusades, but are typical throughout local church evangelism.  83

2. In 2002, the Southern Baptist Convention’s Council on Family Life reported that roughly 88 
percent of evangelical children are leaving the church shortly after they graduate from high 
school.  84

 Ron Sylvia, High Definition Church Planting (Ocala: High Definition Resources, 2004), 26.77

 In 1920 there were 27 churches per 10,000 citizens; in 1950 there were 17 churches per 10,000 citizens; and in 1996 there 78

were 11 churches per 10,000 citizens. [See Tom Clegg and Tim Bird, Lost in America (Loveland: Group Publishing, 2001), 30; see also 
Bill Easum, “The Easum Report,” March 2003; available from http://www.easum.com/church.htm]

 David T. Olsen, “Quick Facts about the American Church,” The American Church (2006); available at http://79

theamericanchurch.org/sample/QuickFacts.ppt; see also David T. Olson, The American Church in Crisis: Groundbreaking Research 
Based on a National Database of over 200,000 Churches (Zondervan, 2008); and Jennifer Riley, “SBC Urges Members to Combat U.S. 
Church Decline,” The Christian Post, 27 March 2008; available at http://www.christianpost.com/article/20080327/sbc-urges-members-
to-combat-u-s-church-decline.htm.

 A recent Barna study concurs, “Since 1991, the adult population in the United States has grown by 15%. During that same 80

period, the number of adults who do not attend church has nearly doubled, rising from 39 million to 75 million—a 92% increase!” (The 
Barna Group, “Number of Unchurched Adults Has Nearly Doubled Since 1991,” The Barna Update, 4 May 2004; available at http://
www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=163.)

 Thom S. Rainer, Surprising Insights from the Unchurched and Proven Ways to Reach Them (Zondervan, 2008), 33-34.81

 Over 75 percent of Americans believe they “have made a commitment to Jesus Christ that is still important in their life.” 82

[George Barna, State of the Church 2002 (Ventura: Issachar Resources, 2002), 66.]  Barna breaks down the American Church 
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(p.127), and 3) “Evangelical Christians” 5-8% (p.125).
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archived at http://www.christianebooks.com/TheGrahamFormulaDownload.pdf. 
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archived at http://www.sbcannualmeeting.net/sbc02/newsroom/newspage.asp?ID=261.
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3. Retention rates for evangelism in the Western Church are difficult to track, for obvious 
reasons.   Though renowned evangelists, such as Billy Graham, attribute this poor 85

retention rate to intrinsic spiritual realities (as reflected in the Parable of the Sower), the 
lack of perseverance in the Western Church is much more likely the result of a lack of hope 
inherent in the message it proclaims.  86

D. The Mechanics Involved in the Lack of Perseverance 

1. Though rarely articulated, people are leaving the Church in the West in droves primarily 
because of the perceived lack of justice in God’s kingdom (i.e. the problem of evil).  Put 
bluntly, God is not doing anything about suffering and evil in the world, so why continue in 
this farce called Christianity, which claims that all authority in heaven and earth has been 
given to Jesus (cf. Mt. 28:18)? 

2. Because of a lack of understanding of government, the doctrine of sovereignty is taken out 
of context, and because of a lack of understanding of amnesticism, the doctrine of 
sovereignty is not truly believed within the individual heart.  Thus, there is not a sufficient 
answer to the persistence of evil and suffering in the world, which over time results in 
disillusionment and falling away. 

3. It is a paradigm of current sovereign amnesty and a coming Messianic Kingdom of Justice, 
that strengthens the heart in the midst of persecution and blessing.  When the wicked are 
not punished and the righteous are not rewarded in this age, the believer does not give up 
and loose hope, because the ultimate end of salvation is not an ethereal “heaven” (which 
has no real government or recompense), but rather a real kingdom on the earth that will 
purge the earth of evil and injustice.  Moreover, when blessing and prosperity comes, it is 

 Ray Comfort gives the following description of the situation: “Charles E. Hackett, the division of home missions national 85

director for the Assemblies of God in the U.S. said, ‘A soul at the altar does not generate much excitement in some circles because we 
realize approximately ninety-five out of every hundred will not become integrated into the church.’ … In 1991, organizers of a Salt Lake 
City concert encouraged follow-up. They said, “Less then 5 percent of those who respond to an altar call during a public crusade… are 
living a Christian life one year later.” In other words, more than 95 percent proved to be false converts… In November 1970, a number 
of churches combined for a convention in Fort Worth, Texas, and secured 30,000 decisions. Six months later, the follow-up committee 
could only find thirty continuing in their faith.  A mass crusade reported 18,000 decisions—yet, according to Church Growth magazine, 
94 percent failed to become incorporated into a local church…  A leading U.S. denomination reported that during 1995 they secured 
384,057 decisions but retained only 22,983 in fellowship. They couldn’t account for 361,074 supposed conversions. That’s a 94 percent 
fall-away rate.  In the March/April 1993 issue of American Horizon, the national director of home missions of a major U.S. denomination 
disclosed that in 1991, 11,500 churches had obtained 294,784 decisions for Christ. Unfortunately, they could find only 14,337 in 
fellowship. That means that despite the usual intense follow-up, they couldn’t account for approximately 280,000 of their ‘converts.’…  

“Statistics such as the preceding are very hard to find. What organizing committee is going to shout from the housetops that 
after a mass of pre-crusade prayer, hundreds of thousands of dollars of expenditure, truckloads of follow-up, and the use of a big-name 
evangelist, initial wonderful results have all but disappeared? Not only would such news be utterly disheartening for all who put so much 
time and effort into the crusade, but the committee has no reasonable explanation as to why the massive catch has disappeared. The 
statistics are therefore swept under the hushed carpet of discretion. A Southern California newspaper bravely printed the following 
article in July 1993: ‘“Crusades don’t do as much for nonbelievers as some might think,” said Peter Wagner, professor of church growth 
at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena. Three percent to sixteen percent of those who make decisions at crusades end up 
responsible members of a church, he said. “That’s not counting Christians who recommit their lives.”’ These statistics of an eighty-four 
to ninety-seven percent fall-away rate are not confined to crusades, but are general throughout local church evangelism.” [Ray Comfort 
and Kirk Cameron, The Way of the Master (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 2004), 61-64.]

 “The parable of the sower, in which Jesus indicated that there were four types of soil that the Word of God lands on. And a 86

fourth of those are, will go on to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ and become true disciples, but three fourths of those will 
not. ... I’ve always thought in any group that comes forward to make a commitment, if I’ve preached the Gospel faithfully, a fourth of 
them will be there five years from now or ten years from now.” [“Reverend Billy Graham talking with David Frost,” PBS, 23 January 
1993, as quoted in David Frost and Fred Bauer, Billy Graham: Personal Thoughts of a Public Man (Chariot Victor Publishing, 1997), 
71-72.]
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not regarded as the norm (nor is it grieved over when lost), because it is simply interpreted 
as a sign of the future reward that will be given to the saints. 

IV. REDEMPTIVE HISTORY IS ESSENTIALLY AMNESTIC IN NATURE 

A. History According to Perfect Justice. 
Gen. 3:6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  7 Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves.  8 Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God…  
Rev. 20:11 I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled 
from his presence, and there was no place for them… and [man] was judged 
according to what [they] had done… 22:6 "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End… their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is 
the second death." (NIV Genesis 3:6-8; Revelation 20:11-21:8) 

• Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,  3 who forgives all your 
iniquity, who heals all your diseases,  4 who redeems your life from the pit (i.e. Sheol, 
cf. resurrection), who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy… 8 The LORD is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love…10 He does 
not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities (cf. 
Gehenna).  11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him;  12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does he 
remove our transgressions from us. (ESV Psalm 103:2-12) 
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B. Amnesticism: the essential difference between “this age” and “the age to come”. 

Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 
come. (NIV Matthew 12:32) 

"I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or 
brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God  30 will fail to 
receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life." (NIV Luke 
18:29-30) 

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away (in the age to come).  7 But we 
impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory.  8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. (ESV 1 Corinthians 2:6-8) 

Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to 
talk back to them,  10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully 
trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior 
attractive.  11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It 
teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,  13 while we wait for the blessed 
hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  14 who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that 
are his very own, eager to do what is good.  15 These, then, are the things you should 
teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority (concerning submission to unjust 
authority). Do not let anyone despise you.  3:1 Remind the people (“Put them in mind” 
KJV) to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever 
is good,  2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true 
humility toward all men. (NIV Titus 2:9-3:2) 

C. The recompense of the Day of the Lord is coming, not yet being administered. 

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then (not 
before) he will reward (Gk. apodidomi, “repay” ESV/NRSV, “recompense” NASB, “judge” 
NLT) each person according to what he has done (cf. Job 34:11; Ps. 62:12; 96:13; 98:9; 
Is. 3:10f; Jer. 17:10; 32:19; Ez. 18:30, etc.). (NIV Matthew 16:27) 

Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that 
all everywhere should repent,  31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the 
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished 
proof to all men by raising Him from the dead. (NASB Acts 17:30-31) 

But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself 
on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.  6 He will render 
(Gk. apodidomi) to each one according to his works:  7 to those who by patience in 
well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;  8 but for 
those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there 
will be wrath and fury. (ESV Romans 2:5-8) 
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Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God;  11 for it is written, "As I 
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to 
God."  12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. (NIV Romans 
14:10-12) 

If any man builds on this foundation (“Jesus Christ”) using gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay or straw,  13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring 
it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's 
work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  15 If it is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the 
flames. (NIV 1 Corinthians 3:12-15) 

Set your minds on things above (i.e. the government of heaven), not on earthly things.  3 
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is 
your life, appears (Second Coming), then you also will appear with him in glory (i.e. the 
resurrection of the dead).  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6 
Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. (NIV Colossians 3:2-6) 

They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10) 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge… 7 I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  8 Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that day-- and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing… 14 
Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for 
what he has done. (NIV 2 Timothy 4:1-14) 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so 
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him (by judging the 
ungodly). (ESV Hebrews 9:27-28) 

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The 
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ 
(Messiah), and He shall reign forever and ever!"  16 And the twenty-four elders who sat 
before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God,  17 saying: "We give 
You thanks, O Lord God Almighty (Gk. pantokrator), the One who is and who was and 
who is to come (governmentally, i.e. dominion), because You have taken Your great 
power and reigned (“begun to reign” NASB/ESV/NRSV/NIV/NLT; i.e. execution of judgment 
and maintenance of law).  18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the 
time (implying a previous time of restraint from judgment) of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and 
those who fear Your name, small and great, and should destroy those who destroy the 
earth." (NKJV Revelation 11:15-18) 
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Behold, I am coming soon (i.e. future), bringing my recompense (Gk. misthos, i.e. reward 
& punishment; cf. Is. 40:10; 62:11) with me, to repay everyone for what he has done (cf. 
Ps. 28:4; Is. 3:10f; Jer. 17:10).  13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end."  14 Blessed (reward) are those who wash (by the Atonement) 
their robes (during this amnestic age), so that they may have the right to the tree of life 
and that they may enter the city by the gates.  15 Outside (punishment) are the dogs and 
sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who 
loves and practices falsehood.  16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about 
these things (Jesus as the coming messianic Judge) for the churches. I am the root and 
the descendant of David, the bright morning star (i.e Messiah). (ESV Revelation 22:12-16) 

D. Temporal recompense ultimately meant to testify to the Eschatological Recompense. 

There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  2 And he answered them, "Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they 
suffered in this way (temporal judgment)?  3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all likewise perish (eternal judgment).  4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others who lived in Jerusalem?  5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish." (ESV Luke 13:1-5) 

1. The “first death” is ultimately meant to communicate the reality of the “second death” 
(named accordingly), the culmination of divine recompense. 

Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second 
death has no power over them (at the end of the thousand years), but they will be 
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. (NIV 

Revelation 20:6) 

The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  
13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 
that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  14 
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death. (NIV Revelation 20:12-14) 

He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  
8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, 
those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-- their place will be in the 
fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death. (NIV Revelation 21:7-8) 

• But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the 
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life (i.e. resurrection of 
the dead, v.5).  23 For the wages of sin is death (i.e. “second death”), but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV Romans 6:22-23) 

• Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life (i.e. resurrection of the dead) that God has 
promised to those who love him.  13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is 
tempting me." … 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death (i.e. “second death”). (NIV James 1:12-15) 
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2. Judgment in this age is ultimately meant to testify to the judgment in the age to come.  

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell (Gk. 
tartaroo, participial of Gk. Tartaros, cf. Hb. Sheol), and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved (“kept” ESV/NRSV, “held” NIV/NLT) unto judgment (cf. Mt. 
26:41; Is. 66:24; Rev. 20:14;  5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the 
eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of 
the ungodly;  6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an example unto those that after 
should live ungodly… 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished. 
(KJV 2 Peter 2:4-9) 

And the angels who did not keep (Gk. tereo, “stay within” ESV/NLT) their positions of 
authority but abandoned their own home-- these he has kept in darkness, bound 
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.  7 In a similar way, Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual 
immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the 
punishment of eternal fire. (NIV Jude 1:6-7) 

You (church in Thyatira) tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and 
the eating of food sacrificed to idols.  21 I have given her time to repent of her 
immorality, but she is unwilling.  22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering (temporal 
judgment), and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, 
unless they repent of her ways.  23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know (i.e. purpose of temporal punishment) that I am he who searches 
hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds (with 
ultimate reward and punishment, cf. second death). (NIV Revelation 2:20-23) 

E. Redemptive history and the coming kingdom are ultimately interpreted amnestically through 
typology. 

1. Passover 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  15 And he said to 
them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I 
tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God." (NIV 

Luke 22:14-16) 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."  26 
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 
(i.e. amnestic offer of forgiveness) until he comes (executing punishment). (NIV 1 
Corinthians 11:25-26) 

2. Flood 

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  38 For 
in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark… (NIV Matthew 24:37-38) 
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a) Global judgment with water (Gen. 6:7)  

~ Global judgment with fire (2 Pe. 3:7) 

b) 1st coming to Noah as warning: Ark as atonement (Gen. 6:13)  

~ 1st coming of Messiah as warning: Cross as atonement (Rom. 3:25) 

c) Command to build an Ark covered in pitch (Gen. 6:14)  

~ Command to build a Church covered in Blood (Mt. 28:18-20) 

d) 120 years of Ark building (Gen. 6:3)  

~ “Long time” (~2000 years) of Church building (cf. Mt. 24:48; 25:5, 19) 

e) 7 day warning before Flood (Gen. 7:4)  

~ 7 year Antichrist covenant before Second Coming (Dan. 9:27) 

f) Global delusion concerning coming judgment (Gen. 6:2)  

~ Global delusion concerning coming judgment (Mt. 24:38-39) 

3. Snake on the Pole 

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up,  15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  16 For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son into the world (the first 
time) to condemn (Gk. krino, “to judge” NASB/NLT) the world, but to save the world 
through him (by the atonement of the Cross).  18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned (eschatologically), but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already (anticipating the eschatological judgment) because he has not believed in the 
name of God's one and only Son.  (NIV John 3:14-17) 

V. THE BELIEVER’S RESPONSE TO GOD’S AMNESTY 

A. Believers Exhorted to Function Amnestically in this Age 

1. Believers are exhorted by Messiah to function amnestically until the establishment of the 
Kingdom. 

But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous… 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (NIV Matthew 5:44-48) 

This, then, is how you should pray (in light of the expectation of an imminent Messianic 
Kingdom, 4:17-5:2): "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  10 your kingdom 
come (i.e. Messianic Kingdom), your will be done (i.e. through punishment and reward) 
on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us today (“this day” NASB/KJV/NKJV/ESV/NRSV 
vs. that eschatological “day of the Lord”) our daily bread.  12 Forgive us our debts (at 
the eschatological coming of the Kingdom), as we also have forgiven our debtors (in 
this age beforehand).  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
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one."  14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you (in this amnestic age), 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you (on the eschatological day).  15 But if you 
do not forgive men their sins (in this amnestic age), your Father will not forgive your 
sins (on the eschatological day). (NIV Matthew 6:9-15) 

2. Believers are exhorted by the example of Messiah to allow injustice to continue until the 
Second Coming 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul.  12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation (Gk. episcopē, “judge” NRSV/
NLT).  13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution… 18 Servants 
(“slaves” NIV/NRSV/NLT), be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the 
good and gentle but also to the unjust.  19 For this is a gracious thing, when, 
mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly… 21 For to this you 
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps… 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly (at the end of the age). (ESV 1 Peter 2:11-23) 

3. Believers are exhorted by Messiah through parable to allow injustice to continue until the 
Second Coming 

Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven (i.e. Messianic Kingdom) 
is like a man who sowed good seed in his field… 28 The servants asked him, 'Do 
you want us to go and pull them up (cf. punishment)?'  29 'No… 30 Let both grow 
together until the harvest (i.e. amnesty)…'  37 The one who sowed the good seed is 
the Son of Man (beginning at the First Coming).  38 The field is the world, and the 
good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom (those chosen to participate in the 
coming Kingdom). The weeds are the sons of the evil one (those to be purged from the 
earth by the coming Kingdom),  39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.  40 As the weeds are 
pulled up and burned in the fire (i.e. judgment), so it will be at the end of the age.  41 
The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they (not the Church) will weed out of 
his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. (NIV Matthew 13:24-41) 

4. Believers are directly commanded by Messiah to allow injustice to continue until the 
Second Coming 

Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because 
the time (of the messianic coming) is near.  11 Let him who does wrong continue to do 
wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do 
right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy."  12 "Behold, I am coming soon! 
My reward (Gk. misthos, “recompense” ESV) is with me, and I will give to everyone 
according to what he has done (i.e. punishment for the “wrong” and reward for the 
“right”)…  13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 
and the End (i.e. everlasting full dominion).  14 Blessed are those (cf. the “right” v.11b) 
who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go 
through the gates into the city.  15 Outside are the dogs (cf. the “wrong” v.11a), those 
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who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and 
everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to 
give you this testimony (of present amnesty, v.11, and coming justice, v.12-15) for the 
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star 
(i.e. Messiah/Judge)." (NIV Revelation 22:10-16) 

B. Believers Commanded to Witness Primarily to Jesus as Messiah and His Future Judgment 

1. The apostolic mandate from the Messiah is essentially amnestic in nature. 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all 
of you.  28 This is my blood of the covenant (“new covenant” Lk. 22:20), which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins (the primary purpose of the new 
covenant).  29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day (after the amnestic age) when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom 
(i.e. Messianic Kingdom)." (NIV Matthew 26:27-29) 

So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel (cf. “the kingdom of God” v.3)?"  7 He said to them: "It is 
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses (Gk. martus) in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth." (NIV Acts 1:6-8) 

We are witnesses (Gk. martus) of everything he did in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem… 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses (Gk. martus) 
whom God had already chosen-- by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.  42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify (Gk. 
diamarturomai) that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and 
the dead.  43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name. (NIV Acts 10:39-43) 

2. Thus, the apostolic witness is ultimately an amnestic witness, declaring the provision of the 
forgiveness of sins made by the New Covenant. 

This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins (the primary thrust of the New 
Covenant) will be preached in his name to all nations (before the establishment of the 
Kingdom, cf. v.26, beginning at Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things. (ESV 

Luke 24:46-48) 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized (inclusion rite) every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins (unto messianic inclusion), 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (ESV Acts 2:38) 

Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 

Then times of refreshment (Gk. anapsuxis, cf. “resurrection of the dead” 4:2) will come 
from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus (after the amnestic 
age), your appointed Messiah. (NLT Acts 3:19) 
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Peter and the other apostles replied (to the Sanhedrin): "We must obey God rather 
than men!  30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead (as a firstfruits)-- 
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  31 God exalted him to his own right 
hand as Prince and Savior (i.e. Messiah) that he might give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to Israel (before the messianic judgment).  32 We are witnesses of 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him." (NIV Acts 5:29-32) 

Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles (in Antioch), it is to us 
that this message of salvation has been sent.  27 The people of Jerusalem and their 
rulers did not recognize Jesus (as Messiah)… 38 Therefore, my brothers, I want you 
to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.  39 
Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be 
justified from by the law of Moses. (NIV Acts 13:26-39) 

"I (Jesus) will rescue you (Paul) from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am 
sending you to them  18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and a place (in the Messianic Kingdom) among those who are sanctified by faith in 
me."  19 So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven.  20 
First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the 
Gentiles also (cf. Acts 1:8), I preached that they should repent and turn to God and 
prove their repentance by their deeds. (NIV Acts 26:17-20) 

3. The apostolic witness is thus ultimately expressed in martyrdom motivated by love. 

When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with 
the criminals-- one on his right, the other on his left.  34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing." (NIV Luke 23:33-34) 

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  60 
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them." (NIV Acts 7:59-60) 

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.  24 Now I rejoice in what 
was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to 
Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. (NIV Colossians 
1:23-24) 

VI. AMNESTICISM AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 

A. Positive Motivation: Reward of the Righteous 

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  14 and 
you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous (in the eschatological Kingdom). (NIV Luke 14:13-14) 

The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 
rewarded according to his own labor (i.e. perseverance)… 13 his work will be shown for 
what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire 
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will test the quality of each man's work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will receive 
his reward. (NIV 1 Corinthians 3:8-14) 

God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  8 For the one who 
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption (“destruction” NIV, i.e. 
Gehenna), but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life 
(“everlasting life” NKJV/NLT, i.e. resurrection).  9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, 
for in due season we will reap (eternal life in the Kingdom), if we do not give up (i.e. 
perseverance). (ESV Galatians 6:7-9) 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith (i.e. 
perseverance).  8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but 
also to all who have loved his appearing. (ESV 2 Timothy 4:7-8) 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:  2 shepherd the 
flock of God (in perseverance) that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;  
3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.  4 And 
when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (ESV 1 
Peter 5:1-4) 

B. Negative Motivation: Punishment of the Wicked 

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your 
faith (in the Messianic Kingdom) is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you 
for one another is increasing (in preparation for that Kingdom).  4 Therefore we ourselves 
boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith (in the future 
messianic judgment) in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring 
(i.e. perseverance).  5 This (steadfastness and faith) is evidence of the righteous 
judgment (vengeance) of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of 
God (which will execute vengeance), for which you are also suffering (as Messiah did)-  6 
since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you 
(negative motivation for perseverance under trial),  7 and to grant relief to you who are 
afflicted as well as to us (negative motivation for perseverance under trial), when the Lord 
Jesus is revealed from heaven (not before) with his mighty angels  8 in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (ESV 2 Thessalonians 1:3-8) 

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your 
ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.  33 Sometimes you were publicly 
exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those 
who were so treated.  34 You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted 
the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better 
and lasting possessions (in the Kingdom).  35 So do not throw away your confidence; it 
will be richly rewarded (positive motivation).  36 You need to persevere so that when you 
have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.  37 For in just a very 
little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay.  38 But my righteous one 
will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him."  39 But we are 
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not of those who shrink back and are destroyed (negative motivation), but of those who 
believe and are saved (positive motivation). (NIV Hebrews 10:32-39) 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,  4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade (i.e. resurrected 
body)-- kept in heaven for you (cf. 2 Cor. 2:1-5),  5 who through faith are shielded by 
God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time.  6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  7 These have come so that your faith (in the messianic 
restoration)-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-- 
may be proved genuine (i.e. perseverance) and may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed… 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke 
of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care… 13 
Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the 
grace (i.e. reward) to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed (executing 
recompense). (NIV 1 Peter 1:3-13) 
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Class 8a: The Adamic Covenant and the Messianic Hope 
I. INTRODUCTION: COVENANTS AS THE BACKBONE OF THE BIBLICAL NARRATIVE 

I will establish my covenant (Hb. berith) between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant (Hb. berith)… (ESV Genesis 17:7) 

• <1285> tyrIB. berith {ber-eeth'}  

Meaning:  1) covenant, alliance, pledge 1a) between men 1a1) treaty, alliance, league (man 
to man) 1a2) constitution, ordinance (monarch to subjects) 1a3) agreement, pledge (man to 
man) 1a4) alliance (of friendship) 1a5) alliance (of marriage) 1b) between God and man 1b1) 
alliance (of friendship) 1b2) covenant (divine ordinance with signs or pledges)  

Origin:  from 01262 (in the sense of cutting [like 1254]); TWOT - 282a; n f 

Usage:  AV - covenant 264, league 17, confederacy 1, confederate 1, confederate + 01167 1; 
284 

A. Covenants Primarily Governmental Realities 

1. Though theologians have for centuries recognized the centrality of the covenants in biblical 
theology, there has always been a void of understanding concerning the basic nature and 
purpose of a covenant in and of itself.  Though it has generally been assumed to be an 
“agreement” of some kind,  the question is what was the context of that agreement?  What 87

roles did the parties play, and why did they make such agreements?   

2. It was not until the work of George E. Mendenhall in the early 1950s that the fundamental 
nature and function of the biblical covenant was recovered.   After researching Ancient 88

Near Eastern (ANE) Hittite treaties, he found that all of the major biblical covenants, 
especially the “book of the covenant” (Ex 19:1-23:19), were in the same format as the 
corresponding international political treaties of their era. 

3. He and those who followed in his research labeled this relationship between Yahweh and 
Israel as “Suzerain-vassal,” because the medieval feudal system is the closest equivalent 
we have to ANE political alliances.   Moreover, the chronological similarity of ANE treaties 89

is one of the most conclusive evidences to the chronological validity of the Old Testament.  90

 “1297, from O.Fr. covenant ‘agreement,’ originally prp. of covenir ‘agree, meet,’ from L. convenire ‘come together’ (see 87

convene). Applied in Scripture to God's arrangements with man, as a translation of L. testamentum, Gk. diatheke, both rendering Heb. 
berith (though testament is also used for the same word in different places).” (Online Etymology Dictionary, Douglas Harper ed., 
“Covenant,” available from http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Covenant.)

 George E. Mendenhall, “Covenant Forms in Israelite Tradition” BA 17(2): 26-44 (May 1954); 17(3):49-76 (September 1954); 88

archived at http://home.earthlink.net/~cadman777/Law_Cov_Mendenhall_TITLE.htm.  His work was published the next year in Law and 
Covenant in Israel and the Ancient Near East (Pittsburgh: Biblical Colloquium, 1955).  Born in 1916, he is presently Professor Emeritus 
at the University of Michigan’s Department of Near Eastern Studies.

 Other research includes, Herbert B. Huffmon, “Covenant Lawsuit in the Prophets,” JBL 78:285-295 (1959); Meredith G. 89

Kline, The Treaty of the Great King (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1963); Walter Beyerlin, Origins and History of the Oldest Sinai Traditions 
(Oxford, 1965); Kenneth A. Kitchen, Ancient Orient and Old Testament (London: Tyndale Press, 1966); and Moshe Weinfeld, “The 
Covenant of Grant in the Old Testament and in the Ancient Near East,” JAOS 90(2):184-203 (1970).

 See Kenneth A. Kitchen, “The Patriarchal Age: Myth or History?” BAR 21/2:48-57, 88 (March/April 1995); see also Kenneth 90

A. Kitchen, On the Reliability of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003).

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Covenant
http://home.earthlink.net/~cadman777/Law_Cov_Mendenhall_TITLE.htm
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4. Thus, covenants were not arbitrary “promises” made by God with biblical characters.   91

They must be interpreted as the biblical characters themselves would have understood 
them—governmentally.  Even the English word “covenant” assumes a governmental 
context.  92

a) Covenants are thus “governmental agreements,” which can take place in any arena of 
life in which government functions: political (e.g. city, state, nation, etc), professional 
(education, business, military, etc), and private (civic, religious, recreational, family, etc).  

b) All covenants incorporate the same basic elements: two 
governments (G) take an oath of loyalty to each other (O) and 
agree on some set of stipulations (S).  If the stipulations are met, 
then benefits (B) are given, which ultimately lead to well-being 
(WB). 

5. However, with the severe disintegration of society after the 
Enlightenment, covenants hold much less power within 
interpersonal relationships since one area of life generally functions 
independently from all other areas of life.  

B. Biblical Covenants Made within Integrated Societies 

1. The covenants were given in the context of ANE society and culture, 
which was economically agrarian (vs. industrial) and governmentally 
tribal (vs. bureaucratic).   Tribal settings as such were: 93

a) Patrilocal – the family unit and living space were built around the oldest male.  94

b) Patrilineal – ancestral decent and inheritance were traced through the male line.  95

c) Patriarchal – authority within the household belonged to the oldest male.  96

 Within the metaphysical context of Christonaturalism, divine sovereignty as existential causation determines the overarching 91

framework within which covenants are interpreted.  Thus, covenants are generally seen within the context of foreknowledge and 
predestination and are thus relegated to simple “promises” concerning the future that God has already determined (monergism) or that 
God desires all to be included in (synergism).

 “1) A signed written agreement between two or more parties (nations) to perform some action; 2) (Bible) an agreement 92

between God and his people in which God makes certain promises and requires certain behaviour from them in return.” 
(HyperDictionary.com, “Covenant,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=covenant.)

 See Lawrence E. Stager, “The Archaeology of the Family in Ancient Israel,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 93

Research, No. 260 (Autumn, 1985), 1-35.

 Families consisted of the “immediate family” of the oldest male, which lived in the bet'ab (ba tyb), lit. “father’s house(hold)”.  94

Up to three generations consisting of up to 30 people would collectively farm the land it jointly owned, sharing in its produce.  Thus, the 
bet'ab could accurately be described as a “family compound.” (cf. Jn. 14:1-2; Rev. 21:2-3)

 The primary resources in ANE society were land and children.  Thus, God implemented such things as the “inalienable land 95

law” (Lev 25:13-28) and “levirate law” (Deut 25:5-10) to protect and sustain continuity within the society.

 The oldest male, i.e. patriarch, was the center of the household with all authority and responsibility for the household resting 96

on him (thus, the eldest son was given “special treatment” since he would eventually inherit all authority and responsibility).  The 
“extended family” consisted of a progressively inclusive series of groups emanating from the patriarchal leader: 1) bet'ab (ba tyb), 
“father’s house(hold)”, 2) mishpahah (hxpvm), “clan”, 3) matteh (hjm), “tribe”, 4) ‘am (~[), “people/nation” (cf. Josh 7).

http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=covenant
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2. In this context, ANE covenants implemented fictive kinship to strengthen the bonds 
between the king and his vassal.   The use of covenant thus practically established familial 97

bonds, which assumed all the obligations and loyalties common to the family structure.   98

Moreover, “love” (Hb. chesed) within the kinship structure was primarily expressed through 
loyalty to the covenant obligations.  99

…they worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, "He is good; his love (Hb. 
chesed, i.e. covenant faithfulness) endures forever." (NIV 2 Chronicles 7:3)  100

II. THE COSMOGENICAL "COVENANT OF CREATION" 

A. The Reality of the Covenant of Creation 

Thus says the LORD: If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with 
the night (cf. Gen. 1:5), so that day and night will not come at their appointed time,  21 
then also my covenant with David my servant may be broken… 25 Thus says the 
LORD: If I have not established my covenant with day and night and the fixed order of 
heaven and earth,  26 then I will reject the offspring of Jacob… (ESV Jeremiah 33:20-26) 

Preserve my life according to your love (Hb. chesed, i.e. covenant faithfulness), and I will 
obey the statutes of your mouth.  89 Your word (i.e. covenant), O LORD, is eternal; it 
stands firm (“is firmly fixed” ESV/NRSV) in the heavens.  90 Your faithfulness (to Your 
word/creation) continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it 
endures.  91 Your laws endure to this day, for all things serve you (“are your servants” 
NASB/KJV/NKJV/ESV/NRSV, i.e. the heavens and the earth). (NIV Psalm 119:88-91) 

Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you,  10 and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the 
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. (ESV 

Genesis 9:9-10) 

 See Frank Moore Cross, “Kinship and Covenant in Ancient Israel” in From Epic to Canon: History and Literature in Ancient 97

Israel (Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 1998), 3-21.

 “In tribal societies there were legal mechanisms or devices—we might even say legal fictions—by which outsiders, non-kin, 98

might be incorporated into the kinship group.  Those incorporated, an individual or a group, gained fictive kinship and shared the mutual 
obligations and privileges of real kinsmen.  In the West Semitic tribal societies we know best, such individuals or groups were grafted 
onto the genealogies and fictive kinship became kinship of the flesh or blood.  In a word, kinship-in-law became kinship-in-flesh.” (Ibid., 
7.)

 “The word is used only in cases where there is some recognized tie between the parties concerned. It is not used 99

indiscriminately of kindness in general, haphazard, kindly deeds; this is why Coverdale was careful to avoid using the word 'kindness' in 
respect of God's dealings with his people Israel. The theological importance of the word chesed is that it stands more than any other 
word for the attitude which both parties to a covenant ought to maintain towards each other. Sir George Adam Smith suggested the 
rendering 'leal-love.' The merit of this translation is that it combines the twin ideas of love and loyalty, both of which are essential… 
God's loving-kindness is that sure love which will not let Israel go. Not all Israel's persistent waywardness could ever destroy it. Though 
Israel be faithless, yet God remains faithful still. This steady, persistent refusal of God to wash his hands of wayward Israel is the 
essential meaning of the Hebrew word which is translated loving-kindness.” [Norman H. Snaith, Theological Word Book of the Bible, ed. 
by Alan Richardson (New York: MacMillan, 1951), 136-7.]

 Note the many covenantal references of “his love [Hb. chesed] endures forever”: 1 Chr. 16:34, 41; 2 Chr. 5:13; 7:3, 6; 100

20:21; Ezra 3:11; Psa. 100:5; 106:1; 107:1; 117:2; 118:1ff, 29; 136:1ff; 138:8; Jer. 33:11.
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1. The Parties Involved in the Covenant of Creation 

God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky…" And it was so.  16 God 
made two great lights… to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from 
darkness.  (NIV Genesis 1:3-18) 

And God said, "Let the water teem (i.e. fish rule the water) with living creatures, and 
let birds fly (i.e. birds rule the sky) above the earth across the expanse of the sky." … 
22 God blessed them (governmentally, cf. v.28) and said, "Be fruitful and increase in 
number (cf. v.28) and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the 
earth (unto rulership)."… 24 And God said, "Let the land (Hb. erets) produce living 
creatures (cf. creation of adam)… and all the creatures that move along the ground 
(i.e. living creatures rule the land)." (NIV Genesis 1:20-24) 

2. Adamic Order the Height of the Covenant of Creation (cf. Gen. 1:26-2:25) 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground."… 29 Then God said, "I give 
you (adam) every seed-bearing plant… 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all 
the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-- everything that 
has the breath of life in it (cf. 2:7)-- I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 
(NIV Genesis 1:26-30) 

• When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place,  4 what is man that you are mindful of him… 6 You 
made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet:  
7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,  8 the birds of the air, and the 
fish of the sea… (NIV Psalm 8:3-8) 

• Why do the nations say, "Where is their God?"  3 Our God is in heaven; he does 
whatever pleases him.  4 But their idols are silver and gold… 15 May you be 
blessed by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.  16 The highest heavens 
belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to man.  17 It is not the dead who 
praise the LORD, those who go down to silence;  18 it is we who extol the LORD, 
both now and forevermore. (NIV Psalm 115:2-18) 

B. Cosmogenical Covenant Restored Eschatologically 

1. All biblical covenants are ultimately fulfilled in the eschatological Messianic Kingdom, which 
is simply the restoration of the original Adamic Kingdom.  Under the leadership of a 
Righteous Adam, creation as a whole is restored to its original glory, both governmentally 
and existentially. 

Realms Created Rulers of Realms Created
    Day 1: light; day and night     Day 4: sun, moon and stars
    Day 2: sea and sky     Day 5: sea creatures; birds
    Day 3: land and vegetation     Day 6: land creatures; man
    Days 1-6: heavens and earth     Day 7: God
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…that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before,  21 whom 
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things (i.e. creation), which 
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets (cf. covenants, cf. v.25) since 
the world began (cf. Adamic Covenant) . (NKJV Acts 3:20-21) 

"What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  7 
You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor  
8 and put everything under his feet." (cf. Ps. 8:4-8)  In putting everything under him 
(Jesus, cf. Adam), God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do 
not see everything subject to him. (NIV Hebrews 2:6-8) 

2. The rest of the covenants are simply reaffirmations and amplifications of the Adamic 
Covenant, and thus they are ultimately referenced to that covenant and its fulfillment.   

For since death came through a man (cf. Adamic Covenant), the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man (cf. Restored Adamic Covenant).  22 For as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  24 Then the end will 
come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed 
all dominion, authority and power (cf. Abrahamic/Davidic Covenants, Is. 9:7; Ps. 89:3ff; 
Rom. 4:13ff; etc.).  25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27 For he "has put everything 
under his feet." (cf. Ps. 8:6) (NIV 1 Corinthians 15:20-27) 

3. Therefore, Abraham is not the reference point of the covenants, nor the conquest of 
Canaan, nor the Davidic kingdom, nor the Cross, nor an etherealized “Heaven,” etc.  The 
covenants are not based on nor fulfilled in these people, places or events, but rather, they 
are based on the original Adamic Kingdom and fulfilled in the Restored Adamic Kingdom, 
i.e. the Messianic Kingdom.  In other words, all covenants find their base of interpretation 
cosmogenically and look forward eschatologically for their fulfillment. 

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, "The kingdom (Gk. basileia nNFS) of the world (i.e. Adamic Kingdom) has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ (i.e. Messianic Kingdom), and he 
shall reign forever and ever." (ESV Revelation 11:15) 
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III. THE MESSIANIC SEED AS THE CENTRAL THEME OF ALL THE COVENANTS 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed (Hb. zera, 
nMSC) and her Seed (Hb. zera, nMSC); He (Hb. hu, p3MS) shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise His heel. (NKJV Genesis 3:15) 

A. Introduction: The “Seed” and “Corporate Solidarity” 

The promises (about the Messiah) were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The 
Scripture does not say (i.e. interpretation/translation) "and to seeds," meaning many 
people (cf. translation: “descendants” or “offspring”), but "and to your seed," meaning one 
person (cf. translation: “seed”), who is Christ (i.e. Messiah). (NIV Galatians 3:16) 

1. When interpreting the biblical term “seed,” some have argued for the concept of “corporate 
solidarity” in which the whole is represented by the singular, and both are equally part of the 
said noun.   However, corporate solidarity is ultimately a biological reality within the 101

biblical worldview, in that all human beings are literally the seed (Hb. zera, Gk. sperma 
LXX) of Adam, and thus all human beings literally have the DNA of Adam passed down 
through the generations. 

2. The existential reality of Adam and his means of reproduction are the basis of the biblical 
concept of corporate solidarity.  When a man and woman come together and become one 

 “‘Corporate solidarity’ is that the one who represents the group and the many who are represented are equally a part of the 101

same single meaning intended by the author.  Usually these two aspects are incorporated into a collective singular noun, just as in the 
English phrases ‘one deer’ or ‘ten deer;’ the noun remains the same!” [Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., The Messiah in the Old Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 25.]; see also D. Joyce, “The Individual and the Community,” in Beginning Old Testament Study, ed. J.W. 
Rogerson (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1982).
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flesh (cf. Gen. 2:24), they literally produce flesh from the connection of their flesh.  Thus, 
the child and the parents are literally of the same flesh and could thus be considered of one 
“seed.” 

3. Thus, when God makes promises concerning the “seed” of Adam (Gen. 3:15), Noah (Gen. 
9:9), Abraham (Gen. 17:7), etc., He is speaking both of the individual man and all of those 
(i.e. descendants) who come forth, literally by his seed/zera/sperma.  From the foundation 
of this biological corporate solidarity, the governmental concepts of “adoption”, “engrafting” 
or “immigration” into that literal lineage is later introduced (cf. Rom. 8:15ff; Rom. 11:17f; 
Eph. 1:5; 2:12f; Gal. 4:6f; etc.) 

B. Old Testament Survey of the Messianic Seed 

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth (Hb. sheth; 
“Appointed”), "for God has appointed (Hb. shith) another seed (Hb. zera, nMSA) for me 
instead of Abel, whom Cain killed."  26 And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; 
and he named him Enosh. Then (“At that time” NIV) men began to call on the name of 
the LORD (i.e. in hopes of the Seed). (NKJV Genesis 4:25-26) 

• When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah (“Man of the 
dart”--Strong's; alternatively “when he dies—he will send it” or “when he dies—it will 
come”). 24 Enoch walked with God (cf. Jude 14-15); then he was no more, because 
God took him away. (NIV Genesis 5:21, 24) 

• He (Lamech) named him Noah (“Comfort/Rest”) and said, "He will comfort us (as the 
Seed) in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has 
cursed (cf. Gen. 3:17-19)." (NIV Genesis 5:29) 

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and fill the earth (cf. Gen. 1:28)… 9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and 
with your seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) after you.” (KJV Genesis 9:1, 9) 

And the LORD said unto Abram… “Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:  15 For all the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) for ever.” 
(KJV Genesis 13:14-15) 

And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) 
after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and 
to thy seed (zera, nMSC) after thee.  8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed (Hb. 
zera, nMSC) after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for 
an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. (KJV Genesis 17:7-8) 

By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:  17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) as the stars of the heaven, and as 
the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 
enemies;  18 And in thy seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed (cf. Gen. 12:1-3); because thou hast obeyed my voice. (KJV Genesis 22:16-18) 
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And he (Jacob) dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  13 
And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, "I am the LORD God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed (Hb. zera, nMSC)… and in thee and in thy seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. (KJV Genesis 28:12-14) 

I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed 
(Hb. zera, nMSC) may live… that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD swore 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. (KJV Deuteronomy 
30:19-20) 

Joshua said unto all the people, “Thus saith the LORD God of Israel… 3 ‘I took your 
father Abraham from the other side of the [Euphrates], and led him throughout all the 
land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed (Hb. zera, nMSC), and gave him Isaac.  4 And I 
gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau… 5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued 
Egypt… 8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites… 13 And I have given you a 
land for which ye did not labour… 14 Now therefore fear the LORD… choose you this 
day whom ye will serve… but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.’” (KJV 

Joshua 24:2-15) 

When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed (Hb. 
zera, nMSC) after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  
13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever… 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before 
you. Your throne shall be established forever. (NKJV 2 Samuel 7:12-16) 

I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant,  4 Thy 
seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all 
generations… 35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.  36 His 
seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.  (KJV 

Psalm 89:3-4, 35-36) 

Thus saith the LORD, “As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, ‘Destroy 
it not; for a blessing is in it’: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not destroy 
them all.  9 And I will bring forth a seed (Hb. zera, nMSA) out of Jacob, and out of Judah 
an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall 
dwell there. (KJV Isaiah 65:8-9) 

Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have not 
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth;  26 Then will I cast away the seed (Hb. 
zera, nMSC) of Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed (Hb. 
zera, nMSC) to be rulers over the seed (Hb. zera, nMSC) of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: 
for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them. (KJV Jeremiah 
33:25-26) 

C. The Messianic Seed/Son of Adam 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son (Hb. ben ~ Hb. 
zera) of man, coming with the clouds of heaven… 14 He was given authority, glory and 
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sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. (NIV 

Daniel 7:13-14) 

• And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son (Hb. ben) and named him Seth, 
"For God has appointed another seed (Hb. zera) for me instead of Abel, whom Cain 
killed." (NKJV Genesis 4:25) 

• Yet I will also make a nation of the son (Hb. ben) of the bondwoman, because he is 
your seed (Hb. zera). (NKJV Genesis 21:13) 

• And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your 
fathers, that I will set up your seed (Hb. zera) after you, who will be of your sons (Hb. 
ben); and I will establish his kingdom. (NKJV 1 Chronicles 17:11) 

• But draw near hither, ye sons (Hb. ben) of the sorceress, the seed (Hb. zera) of the 
adulterer and the whore. (KJV Isaiah 57:3) 

D. Adamic Covenant Titles: “Son of Man” = “Son of Adam” = “Son of God” = “Messiah” 

1. “Son of Man” = “Son of Adam” 

• <0120> ~d'a' 'adam {aw-dawm'} 

Meaning:  1) man, mankind 1a) man, human being 1b) man, mankind (much more 
frequently intended sense in OT) 1c) Adam, first man 1d) city in Jordan valley  

Origin:  from 0119; TWOT - 25a; n m 

Usage:  AV - man 408, men 121, Adam 13, person(s) 8, misc 2; 552 

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground (Hb. adamah) all the beasts of the 
field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man (Hb. adam, “Adam” KJV/
NKJV) to see what he would name them… 20 So the man (Hb. adam, “Adam” KJV/
NKJV) gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the 
field. But for Adam (Hb. adam, “the man” NRSV) no suitable helper was found. (NIV 

Genesis 2:19-20) 

God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of adam (Hb. ben-adam), that he should 
change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he 
not fulfill it? (ESV Numbers 23:19) 

Behold, even the moon is not bright, and the stars are not pure in his eyes;  6 how 
much less man (Hb. enowsh), who is a maggot, and the son of man (Hb. ben-adam), 
who is a worm! (ESV Job 25:5-6) 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place,  4 what is man (Hb. enowsh) that you are mindful of 
him, and the son of man (Hb. ben-adam) that you care for him?  5 Yet you have 
made him (i.e. Adam, et al.) a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 
with glory and honor.  6 You have given him (i.e. Adam, et al.) dominion over the 
works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet… (ESV Psalm 8:3-6) 
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O LORD, what is man (Hb. adam) that you regard him, or the son of man (Hb. ben- 
enowsh) that you think of him?  4 Man (Hb. adam) is like a breath; his (i.e. Adam, et 
al.) days are like a passing shadow. (ESV Psalm 144:3-4) 

Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man (Hb. ben-adam), in whom there is no 
salvation.  4 When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his 
plans perish. (ESV Psalm 146:3-4) 

I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you are afraid of man (Hb. 
enowsh) who dies and of the son of man (Hb. ben-adam) who is made like grass. 
(NASB Isaiah 51:12) 

Blessed is the man (Hb. enowsh) who does this, and the son of man (Hb. ben-adam) 
who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, and keeps his hand 
from doing any evil. (ESV Isaiah 56:2) 

As when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring cities, 
declares the LORD, so no man (Hb. iysh) shall dwell there (Babylon), and no son of 
man (Hb. ben-adam) shall sojourn in her. (ESV Jeremiah 50:40) 

And he said to me, "Son of man (Hb. ben-adam), stand on your feet, and I will speak 
with you." (ESV Ezekiel 2:1)  102

2. “Son of Man” = “Messiah”  103

The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man (Gk. huios tou anthropou; orally 
Hb. ben-adam).  38 The field is the world (Gk. kosmos, cf. Gen. 2:1), and the good 
seed is the children of the kingdom… 41 The Son of Man (orally Hb. ben-adam) will 
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
law-breakers,  42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. (ESV Matthew 13:37-42) 

When the Son of Man (orally Hb. ben-adam) comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  32 Before him will be gathered all 
the nations… (ESV Matthew 25:31-32) 

And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man (orally Hb. ben-
adam) to be glorified…" 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going 
to die.  34 So the crowd answered him, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ 
remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man (orally Hb. ben-adam) must be 
lifted up? (ESV John 12:23-34) 

3. “Son of Adam” = “Son of God” 

Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened…  22 and 
a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased."  

 Cf. Ez. 2:3, 6, 8; 3:1, 3f, 10, 17, 25; 4:1, 16; 5:1; 6:2; 7:2; 8:5f, 8, 12, 15, 17; 11:2, 4, 15; 12:2f, 9, 18, 22, 27; 13:2, 17; 14:3, 102

13; 15:2; 16:2; 17:2; 20:3f, 27, 46; 21:2, 6, 9, 12, 14, 19, 28; 22:2, 18, 24; 23:2, 36; 24:2, 16, 25; 25:2; 26:2; 27:2; 28:2, 12, 21; 29:2, 18; 
30:2, 21; 31:2; 32:2, 18; 33:2, 7, 10, 12, 24, 30; 34:2; 35:2; 36:1, 17; 37:3, 9, 11, 16; 38:2, 14; 39:1, 17; 40:4; 43:7, 10, 18; 44:5; 47:6.

 “Son of Man” is a title used 86 times in the NT: Mt. 8:20; 9:6; 10:23; 11:19; 12:8, 32, 40; 13:37, 41; 16:13, 27f; 17:9, 12, 22; 103

19:28; 20:18, 28; 24:27, 30, 37, 39, 44; 25:31; 26:2, 24, 45, 64; Mark 2:10, 28; 8:31, 38; 9:9, 12, 31; 10:33, 45; 13:26; 14:21, 41, 62; 
Luke 5:24; 6:5, 22; 7:34; 9:22, 26, 44, 58; 11:30; 12:8, 10, 40; 17:22, 24, 26, 30; 18:8, 31; 19:10; 21:27, 36; 22:22, 48, 69; 24:7; John 
1:51; 3:13f; 5:27; 6:27, 53, 62; 8:28; 9:35; 12:23, 34; 13:31; Acts 7:56; Heb. 2:6; Rev. 1:13; 14:14.
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23 Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son 
(as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli… 38 the son of Seth, the son of Adam, 
the son of God (cf. Gen. 1:26; 5:3). (ESV Luke 3:21-38) 

• Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. (ESV Genesis 1:26) 

• When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his 
image, and named him Seth. (ESV Genesis 5:3) 

For all (sons of Adam) who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear (of death), but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"  16 The 
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if 
children, then heirs- heirs of God (sons of God) and fellow heirs with Christ (Son of 
God), provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him 
(i.e. resurrected, cf. v.23)… 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. (ESV Romans 8:14-19) 

Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being"; the last Adam (cf. 
“son of Adam”) became a life-giving spirit (cf. “son of God”)… 47 The first man was 
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.  48 As was the man 
of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those 
who are of heaven.  49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust (cf. son 
of Adam), we will also bear the image of the man of heaven (cf. son of God).  50 What I 
am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable (cf. Jn. 3:3-15)… 53 For this 
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. (NRSV 1 Corinthians 15:45-53) 

4. “Son of God” = “Messiah” 

Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" 
But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he 
was the Christ. (NIV Luke 4:41; cf. Mt. 8:28-29; Mk. 3:11) 

Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?"  68 But Simon Peter 
answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  69 
"Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." (NKJV John 6:67-69) 

"Yes, Lord," she (Martha) told him (Jesus), "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who was to come into the world." (NIV John 11:27) 

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name. (NIV John 20:31) 

At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God… 22 
Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by 
proving that Jesus is the Christ. (NIV Acts 9:19-22) 
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5. “Son of Man” = “Son of God” = “Messiah”  104

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?" … 15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do 
you say I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God."  17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah…" (NIV Matthew 
16:13-17) 

And the high priest said to him, "I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God."  64 Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, 
from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 
coming on the clouds of heaven." (ESV Matthew 26:63-64) 

Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel 
(i.e. Messiah)!"  50 Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the 
fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these."  51 And he said to 
him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (ESV John 1:49-51)  

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up,  15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life… 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. (ESV John 3:14-18) 

Moreover, the Father 
judges no one, but has 
entrusted all judgment 
to the Son,  23 that all 
may honor the Son just 
as they honor the 
Father… 25 I tell you the 
truth, a time is coming 
and has now come when 
the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God 
and those who hear will 
live… 27 And he has 
given him authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man. (NIV John 5:22-27) 

 The terms “Son of God” and “Son of Man” were not used as equivalents of “divine nature” and “human nature” until the 104

fourth century (though of course, there are many passages, both Old and New Testament, that clearly express or assume Messiah’s 
divinity).  In the Old Testament, YHVH never talks about himself in ontological terms, but rather functional (e.g. Ex. 34:6-7).  He does 
often reference the exalted nature of his being (i.e. ontological), but it is always in reference to his exalted position as Lord (i.e. 
functional).  It’s only in the 3rd and 4th century when metaphysical dualism sets in and God no longer plays a real existential function in 
the redemption of the earth that the ontological nature of God becomes the primary focus.  In other words, in the OT the ontological 
serves the functional, but in Hellenism God plays no part in the functional, so the ontological is the ultimate end.
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Class 8b: The Messianic Crushing and Old Testament 
Christology 

I. INTRODUCTION: STIPULATIONS AND BENEFITS OF THE ADAMIC COVENANT 

A. Pre-Fall Adamic Covenant 

1. Stipulations/Obligations 

a) Man – ultimate acknowledgment of God’s authority over the heavens and the earth 
through restraint in the eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden;  17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die (i.e. loss of benefits of the 
covenant)." (NIV Genesis 2:15-17) 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 
the earth… 28 God blessed (Hb. barak) them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 
increase in number…" … 2:2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he 
had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work (cf. Is. 
40:21ff). (NIV Genesis 1:26-2:2) 

 

•<1288> %rB barak {baw-rak'}  

Meaning:  1) to bless, kneel 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to kneel 1a2) to bless 1b) 
(Niphal) to be blessed, bless oneself 1c) (Piel) to bless 1d) (Pual) to be 
blessed, be adored 1e) (Hiphil) to cause to kneel 2) (TWOT) to praise, 
salute, curse  

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 285; v 

Usage:  AV - bless 302, salute 5, curse 4, blaspheme 2, blessing 2, praised 
2, kneel down 2, congratulate 1, kneel 1, make to kneel 1, misc 8; 330 

• “invoking the bestowal of good…” (ISBE) 

• “confer prosperity or happiness upon…” (Merriam-Webster) 

• “to request of God the bestowal of divine favor on…” (Dictionary.com) 

• “governmental favor and privilege” (author) 

• I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you… and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed. (ESV Genesis 12:2-3) 
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• As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make 
him fruitful and multiply him greatly (cf. 1:28; 9:1). He shall father twelve 
princes, and I will make him into a great nation. (ESV Genesis 17:20) 

• God appeared to Jacob… and blessed him.  10 And God said to him… 11 "I am 
God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply (cf. 1:28; 9:1; 22:17). A nation and a 
company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own 
body. (ESV Genesis 35:9-11) 

• Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. (ESV Matthew 25:34) 

• Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! (cf. Ps. 118:26) 10 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest! 
(ESV Mark 11:9-10) 

• I heard the voice of many angels around the throne… 12 saying with a loud 
voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power (Gk. dunamis, i.e. 
position of rulership) and riches (Gk. ploutos, i.e. resource to rule) and wisdom 
(Gk. sophia, i.e. discernment to rule) and might (Gk. ischus, i.e. force to rule) and 
honor (Gk. timē, i.e. reverence of rulership) and glory (Gk. doxa, i.e. majesty of 
rulership) and blessing (Gk. eulogia, i.e. favor of rulership)." (NASB Revelation 
5:11-12) 

b) God – provision and maintenance of eternal life by means of the Spirit and the Tree of 
Life. 

The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. (NIV Genesis 
2:7) 

And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground… In the 
middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. (NIV Genesis 2:9) 

2. Benefits/Inheritance 

a) Man – eternal life and the propagation of infinite well-being through intimacy with the 
Godhead. 

Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness… (NASB Genesis 1:26) 

(1) Existentially – eternal life  

(2) Relationally – intimacy 

(a) spirit   105

 E.g., “Then the LORD said, ‘My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.’” (ESV 105

Genesis 6:3); “For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring…” (ESV 

Isaiah 44:3); “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…” (ESV Joel 2:28); etc.
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(b) soul  106

(c) body ) 107

(3) Governmentally – rulership 

The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. (NIV Genesis 
2:25) 

And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also 
from the tree of life and eat, and live forever."  23 So the LORD God banished 
him (i.e. benefits of the covenant withheld)… (NIV Genesis 3:22-23) 

b) God – eternal propagation of well-being through intimacy with man. 

…the LORD God…was walking in the garden in the cool of the day… (NIV 

Genesis 3:8) 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God." (NIV Revelation 21:3) 

B. Post-Fall Adamic Covenant 

1. Stipulations/Obligations 

a) Man – retain a repentant heart and belief in God for the restoration of the original glory 
and the provision of righteousness necessary to attain it. 

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, 
for she said, "God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for 
Cain killed him."… 26 At that time (after Abel’s death) people began to call upon 
the name of the LORD (for the restoration/resurrection). (ESV Genesis 4:25-26) 

b) God – preserve and protect the repentant heart and provide the atonement necessary 
for restoration of all things. 

"By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 
ground…"  21 The LORD God made garments (Hb. kethoneth ~ kopher) of skin for 
Adam and his wife and clothed (Hb. labash ~ kaphar) them… 23 So the LORD God 
banished him from the Garden of Eden… to guard the way to the tree of life. (NIV 

Genesis 3:19-24) 

 E.g., “I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you.” (ESV Leviticus 26:11); “Your new moons and 106

your appointed feasts my soul hates…” (ESV Isaiah 1:14); “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights…” 
(ESV Isaiah 42:1); “I have forsaken my house; I have abandoned my heritage; I have given the beloved of my soul into the hands of her 
enemies.” (ESV Jeremiah 12:7); etc. 

Moreover, within the Godhead, the Soul breaks down even further in correspondence with the soul of man: mind (Is. 55:8; 1 
Cor. 2:14-16), emotions (Ex. 4:14; Is. 42:1), and will (Lk. 22:42; Jn. 6:38).

 E.g., “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled 107

the temple.” (ESV Isaiah 6:1); “Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the 
throne was a figure like that of a man.” (NIV Ezekiel 1:26); “At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with 
someone sitting on it.” (NIV Revelation 4:2); see also “And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, 
the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.” (ESV Exodus 31:18); etc.
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• <3724>  rp,Ko kopher {ko'-fer}  

Meaning:  1) price of a life, ransom, bribe 2) asphalt, pitch (as a covering) 3) the 
henna plant, name of a plant (henna?) 4) village  

Origin:  from 3722; TWOT - 1025b; n m 

Usage:  AV - ransom 8, satisfaction 2, bribe 2, camphire 2, pitch 1, sum of money 
1, village 1; 17 

• <3722>  rp;K' kaphar {kaw-far'}  

Meaning:  1) to cover, purge, make an atonement, make reconciliation, cover over 
with pitch 1a) (Qal) to coat or cover with pitch 1b) (Piel) 1b1) to cover over, pacify, 
propitiate 1b2) to cover over, atone for sin, make atonement for 1b3) to cover over, 
atone for sin and persons by legal rites  

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 1023,1024,1025,1026; v 

Usage:  AV - atonement 71, purge 7, reconciliation 4, reconcile 3, forgive 3, purge 
away 2, pacify 2, atonement...made 2, misc 8; 102 

• Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it (Hb. 
kaphar) inside and out with pitch (Hb. kopher). (ESV Genesis 6:14) 

• If a ransom (Hb. kopher) is imposed on him (owner of the murderous ox), then he 
shall give for the redemption of his life whatever is imposed on him. (ESV 

Exodus 21:30) 

• Aaron shall make atonement (Hb. kaphar) on its horns once a year. With the 
blood of the sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement (Hb. kaphar) 
for it once in the year throughout your generations…  12 When you take the 
census of the people of Israel, then each shall give a ransom (Hb. kopher) for 
his life to the LORD when you number them, that there be no plague among 
them when you number them. (ESV Exodus 30:10-12) 

2. Benefits/Inheritance 

a) Man – resurrection from the dust and restoration of the original Adamic kingdom (unto 
the original benefit) by means of the Messianic Seed. 

So the LORD God said to the serpent… 15 "And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head 
(restoring the original state of government), and you will strike his heel."… 17 To 
Adam he said… 19 "By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you 
return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust 
you will return (assuming a resurrection from the dust at the messianic head 
crushing)." (NIV Genesis 3:14-19) 

b) God – restoration of man (unto the original benefit). 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 
with men… 4 There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the 
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old order of things has passed away."  5 He who was seated on the throne said, 
"I am making everything new!" (NIV Revelation 21:3-5) 

II. COVENANT OF CREATION RESTORED BY THE MESSIANIC CRUSHING 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will crush (Hb. shuwph) your head (Hb. rosh), and you will strike (Hb. shuwph) his heel (Hb. 
aqeb). (NIV Genesis 3:15) 

• <7779>  @Wv shuwph {shoof} 

Meaning:  1) to bruise, crush, gape upon, seize?, strike out? 1a) to fall upon, bruise 

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 2349; v 

Usage:  AV - bruise 2, break 1, cover 1; 4 [Gen. 3:15; Job 9:17; Ps. 139:11] 

A. This passage has often been referred to as the “proto-evangelium,” the first good news of a 
promised redeemer after man’s original fall from fellowship with God.  In pronouncing the 
punishment for man’s sin, God mitigated the sentence by promising an offspring of the woman, 
a “seed” or “son of man” (cf. Num. 23:19; Job 25:6; 35:8; Ps. 8:4; 80:17; 144:3; 146:3; Is. 56:2; 
Jer. 50:40; Dan. 7:13), to crush the head of the serpent. 

…he will crush your head (Hb. rosh)… (NIV Genesis 3:15) 

• <7218>  varo rosh {roshe}  

Meaning:  1) head, top, summit, upper part, chief, total, sum, height, front, beginning…  

Origin:  from an unused root apparently meaning to shake; TWOT - 2097; n m 

Usage:  AV - head 349, chief 91, top 73, beginning 14, company 12, captain 10, sum 9, 
first 6, principal 5, chapiters 4, rulers 2, misc 23; 598 

And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the 
first day of the month, the tops (Hb. rosh) of the mountains were seen. (ESV Genesis 8:5) 

Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top (Hb. rosh) 
in the heavens…" (ESV Genesis 11:4) 

And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads (Hb. rosh) over the 
people: rulers (Hb. sar) of thousands, rulers (Hb. sar) of hundreds… (NKJV Exodus 18:25) 

These were the ones chosen from the congregation, the chiefs (Hb. nasi) of their 
ancestral tribes, the heads (Hb. rosh) of the clans of Israel. (ESV Numbers 1:16) 

So Samuel said, "When you (Saul) were little in your own eyes, were you not head (Hb. 
rosh) of the tribes of Israel? (NKJV 1 Samuel 15:17) 

And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and 
they shall appoint for themselves one head (Hb. rosh). (ESV Hosea 1:11) 

B. The ultimate point of the passage is the symbolic relation of the head (Hb. roshe) of Satan to 
the heel (Hb. aqeb) of Messiah, which inherently conveys satanic submission to messianic 
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authority.  The image is one of governmental and military conquest, a metaphor found 
commonly in the Old Testament. 

And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of 
Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, "Come near; 
put your feet on the necks of these kings." (ESV Joshua 10:24) 

I pursued my enemies and crushed them; I did not turn back till they were destroyed.  
39 I crushed them completely, and they could not rise; they fell beneath my feet. (NIV 2 
Samuel 22:38-39) 

How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!  3 He subdued 
nations under us, peoples under our feet. (NIV Psalm 47:2-3) 

C. Satan will forever be a usurper, trying to assume God’s position of leadership over the heavens 
and the earth (cf. Is. 14:13-14; Lk. 4:6).  However, God has promised that a Seed of Adam will 
ultimately crush Satan’s perverted authority (i.e. head) and restore creation to its original order 
and glory.  Ultimately, God will make all the enemies of this Seed a “footstool” upon which His 
heels will rest.   

The LORD (Hb. YHVH) says to my Lord (Hb. adonay; i.e. Messiah): "Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet (cf. heel)."  2 The LORD (Hb. YHVH) 
will extend your (adonay) mighty scepter from Zion; you (adonay) will rule in the midst 
of your enemies… 5 The Lord (Hb. adonay) is at your (YHVH) right hand; he (adonay) 
will crush kings on the day of his wrath.  6 He (adonay) will judge the nations, heaping 
up the dead and crushing the rulers (Hb. rosh; “heads” KJV/NKJV/NRSV/ NLT) of the 
whole earth. (NIV Psalm 110:1-6) 

D. This cosmogenical base provides the broad framework for the development of the concept of 
the “Day of the Lord”. 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is coming 
with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones  15 to judge everyone, and to convict 
all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him." (cf. Book of Enoch 1:9) (NIV 

Jude 1:14-15) 

III. OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY OF THE MESSIANIC CRUSHING 

A. Explicit Messianic Prophecies 

Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; 
your father's sons will bow down to you.  9 You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return 
from the prey, my son… 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff 
from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs (Hb. shiloh) and the 
obedience of the nations is his. (NIV Genesis 49:8-10) 

• <7886>  hl{yvi shiyloh {shee-lo'}  

Meaning:  1) he whose it is, that which belongs to him, tranquillity 1a) meaning uncertain  

Origin:  from 7951? [shalah: “to be at rest, prosper, be quiet, be at ease”]; n? 
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Usage:  AV - Shiloh 1; 1 

• The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from his descendants, 
until the coming of the one to whom it (the scepter) belongs, the one whom all 
nations will honor. (NLT Genesis 49:10) 

I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a 
scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab… Sheth… Edom… 
Seir… but Israel will grow strong.  19 A ruler will come out of Jacob and destroy the 
survivors of the city. (NIV Numbers 24:17-19) 

Those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will thunder against them from 
heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. "He will give strength to his king 
and exalt the horn of his anointed (Hb. mashiyach)." (NIV 1 Samuel 2:10) 

• <4899>  x;yvim' mashiyach {maw-shee'-akh}  

Meaning:  1) anointed, anointed one 1a) of the Messiah, Messianic prince 1b) of the king 
of Israel 1c) of the high priest of Israel 1d) of Cyrus 1e) of the patriarchs as anointed kings  

Origin:  from 4886 [mashach: “to smear, anoint, spread a liquid”]; TWOT - 1255c; n  

Usage:  AV - anointed 37, Messiah 2; 39 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  2 The kings of the earth 
take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his 
Anointed One (Hb. mashiyach)… 5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them 
in his wrath, saying,  6 "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."  7 I will proclaim 
the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my Son; today I have become your 
Father.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth 
your possession (cf. Gen. 12:1-3).  9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will 
dash them to pieces like pottery." (NIV Psalm 2:1-9) 

O LORD, the king (i.e. Messiah) rejoices in your strength… 3 You welcomed him with 
rich blessings and placed a crown of pure gold on his head.  4 He asked you for life, 
and you gave it to him-- length of days, for ever and ever… 9 At the time of your 
appearing you will make them like a fiery furnace. In his wrath the LORD will swallow 
them up, and his fire will consume them.  10 You will destroy their descendants from 
the earth, their posterity from mankind. (NIV Psalm 21:1-10) 

My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for the king… 2 You are the 
most excellent of men and your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has 
blessed you forever.  3 Gird your sword upon your side, O mighty one; clothe yourself 
with splendor and majesty.  4 In your majesty ride forth victoriously in behalf of truth, 
humility and righteousness; let your right hand display awesome deeds.  5 Let your 
sharp arrows pierce the hearts of the king's enemies; let the nations fall beneath your 
feet.  6 Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the 
scepter of your kingdom (established on the earth through Messiah).  7 You (Messiah) love 
righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 
companions by anointing you with the oil of joy. (NIV Psalm 45:1-7) 
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Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness… 5 He 
will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations… 8 He will 
rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth… 11 All kings will bow 
down to him and all nations will serve him… 17 May his name endure forever; may it 
continue as long as the sun. All nations will be blessed through him, and they will call 
him blessed (cf. Gen. 12:1-3)… 19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. (NIV Psalm 72:1-19) 

I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David:  4 "Your 
seed I will establish forever, and build up your throne to all generations." … 20 I have 
found My servant David; with My holy oil I have anointed him… 24 My faithfulness and 
My mercy shall be with him, and in My name his horn shall be exalted (cf. Lk. 1:69).  25 
Also I will set his hand over the sea, And his right hand over the rivers.  26 He shall cry 
to Me, "You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation."  27 Also I will make 
him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.  28 My mercy I will keep for him 
forever, and My covenant shall stand firm with him. (NKJV Psalm 89:3-28) 

• Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people  69 and 
has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,  70 as he 
spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old. (ESV Luke 1:68-70) 

The LORD swore to David a sure oath from which he will not turn back: "One of the 
sons of your body I will set on your throne… 13 For the LORD has chosen Zion; he has 
desired it for his dwelling place:  14 "This is my resting place forever; here I will dwell 
(Hb. yashab, “sit enthroned” NIV; cf. Ps. 29:10; 80:1; 99:1; 102:12; 113:5; Is. 14:13; 40:22; 
52:2), for I have desired it… 17 There I will make a horn to sprout for David; I have 
prepared a lamp for my anointed (Hb. mashiyach).  18 His enemies I will clothe with 
shame, but on him his crown will shine." (ESV Psalm 132:11-18) 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. (ESV Isaiah 
9:6-7) 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him… 4 He will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  5 Righteousness will be his 
belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist… 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will 
stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest 
will be glorious. (NIV Isaiah 11:1-10) 

"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.  2 He will not shout or cry out, or 
raise his voice in the streets.  3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick 
he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;  4 he will not falter or be 
discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their 
hope." (NIV Isaiah 42:1-4) 
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Who is this coming from Edom, from Bozrah, with his garments stained crimson? Who 
is this, robed in splendor, striding forward in the greatness of his strength? "It is I, 
speaking in righteousness, mighty to save."  2 Why are your garments red, like those 
of one treading the winepress?  3 "I have trodden the winepress alone; from the 
nations no one was with me. I trampled them in my anger and trod them down in my 
wrath; their blood spattered my garments, and I stained all my clothing.  4 For the day 
of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my redemption has come.  5 I looked, 
but there was no one to help, I was appalled that no one gave support; so my own arm 
worked salvation for me, and my own wrath sustained me.  6 I trampled the nations in 
my anger; in my wrath I made them drunk and poured their blood on the ground." (NIV 

Isaiah 63:1-6) 

Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 
securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our 
righteousness." (ESV Jeremiah 23:5-6; cf. 33:15-17) 

While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the 
statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them... But the rock that struck the 
statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. 44 [The angel interpreted,] "In 
the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and 
bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever." (NIV Daniel 2:34-35, 44) 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven… 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed… 27 [The angel interpreted,] "Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of 
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of 
the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship 
and obey him." (NIV Daniel 7:13-27) 

In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and 
raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old,  12 that they may possess the 
remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by my name. (ESV Amos 9:11-12) 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of 
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times (“from everlasting” KJV/NKJV)… 4 He will stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 
(NIV Micah 5:2-4) 

You marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the nations in anger.  13 You went 
out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed (Hb. mashiyach). 
You crushed the head (Hb. roshe) of the house of the wicked, laying him bare from 
thigh to neck. (ESV Habakkuk 3:12-13) 
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"In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry 
land.  7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill 
this house with glory," says the LORD Almighty. (NIV Haggai 2:6-7) 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey… 10 He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend 
from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. (NIV Zechariah 9:9-10) 

"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 
the Lord (Hb. adonay) you are seeking will come to his temple… 2 But who can endure 
the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's 
fire or a launderer's soap… 5 So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to 
testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers 
of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of 
justice, but do not fear me," says the LORD Almighty. (NIV Malachi 3:2-5) 

B. YHVH ~ Messiah Comparable Activity 

The LORD reigns (Hb. yashab) forever; he has established his throne for judgment.  8 
He will judge the world in righteousness; he will govern the peoples with justice… 11 
Sing praises to the LORD, enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the nations what he has 
done… 17 The wicked return to the grave, all the nations that forget God… 19 Arise, O 
LORD, let not man triumph; let the nations be judged in your presence.  20 Strike them 
with terror, O LORD; let the nations know they are but men. (NIV Psalm 9:7-20) 

How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth! … 6 Sing 
praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.  7 For God is the 
King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.  8 God reigns over the nations; God 
is seated on his holy throne.  9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of 
the God of Abraham (under Messiah), for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is 
greatly exalted. (NIV Psalm 47:2-9) 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth!  10 
Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns!" Yes, the world is established; it shall 
never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity… for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his 
faithfulness. (ESV Psalm 96:9-13) 

My days are like the evening shadow; I wither away like grass.  12 But you, O LORD, sit 
enthroned (Hb. yashab) forever; your renown endures through all generations.  13 You 
will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her; the 
appointed time has come… 15 The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings 
of the earth will revere your glory.  16 For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his 
glory… 21 So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in 
Jerusalem  22 when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD. (NIV 

Psalm 102:11-22) 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among 
the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  3 Many 
peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
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house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his 
paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  4 He will 
judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take 
up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. (NIV Isaiah 2:2-4) 

See, the LORD is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it; he will ruin its face and 
scatter its inhabitants… 21 In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens 
above (i.e. demons) and the kings on the earth below.  22 They will be herded together 
like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished 
after many days.  23 The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD 
Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously. 
(NIV Isaiah 24:21-23) 

A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in 
the wilderness a highway for our God… 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
and all mankind together will see it." … 9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on 
a high mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a 
shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!"  10 
See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. (NIV Isaiah 40:3-10) 

In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,  2 I 
will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will 
enter into judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel… (NIV 

Joel 3:1-2) 

Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust gain to set his nest on high… 12 Woe to him 
who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a town by crime!  13 Has not the 
LORD Almighty determined that the people's (unrighteous) labor is only fuel for the fire, 
that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?  14 For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. (NIV Habakkuk 2:9-14) 

The great day of the LORD is near-- near and coming quickly… 15 That day will be a 
day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness… 18 In the fire of his jealousy the 
whole world will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live in the 
earth. (NIV Zephaniah 1:14-18) 

"Therefore wait for me," declares the LORD, "for the day when I rise up to seize the 
prey. For my decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon 
them my indignation, all my burning anger; for in the fire of my jealousy all the earth 
shall be consumed." (ESV Zephaniah 3:8) 

Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  6 On that day there 
will be no light, no cold or frost.  7 It will be a unique day, without daytime or 
nighttime-- a day known to the LORD… 9 The LORD will be king over the whole earth. 
On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name… 12 This is the 
plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against Jerusalem: 
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Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their 
sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. (NIV Zechariah 14:5-12) 

For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD 
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch… 3 And you shall tread 
down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I 
act, says the LORD of hosts (Hb. tsaba). (ESV Malachi 4:1-3) 

There is a video referenced at this point in the teaching which ends in a focus upon believers 
being the messiah. Here is the link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiNBmNl88Pk 

IV. GOVERMENTAL MECHANICS BEHIND THE ELECTION OF MESSIAH 

"Here is my servant (for the well-being of the nations), whom I uphold, my chosen one (Hb. 
bachiyr, “mine elect” KJV, “my Elect One” NKJV) in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him 
(anointing him as Governor) and he will bring justice to the nations (executing punishment 
and reward).  2 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets (lobbying the 
support of man).  3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff 
out (i.e. gentleness and meekness in leadership). In faithfulness (i.e. ability to maintain 
integrity) he will bring forth justice;  4 he will not falter or be discouraged (i.e. ability to 
persevere) till he establishes justice on earth. In his law (i.e. benevolent governance) the 
islands (“ethnos” LXX; “nations” Mt. 12:21) will put their hope."  5 This is what God the 
LORD says-- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who 
walk on it (cf. creation and Adamic Order)… (NIV Isaiah 42:1-5) 

• <0972> ryxiB' bachiyr {baw-kheer'} 

Meaning:  1) chosen, choice one, chosen one, elect (of God)  

Origin:  from 0977 [Hb. bachar, “to choose, elect, decide for”]; TWOT - 231c; n m 

Usage:  AV - chosen 8, elect 4, chose 1; 13 

• <0977> rx;B' bachar {baw-khar'}  

Meaning:  1) to choose, elect, decide for 1a) (Qal) to choose 1b) (Niphal) to be chosen 1c) 
(Pual) to be chosen, selected  

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 231; v 

Usage:  AV - choose 77, chosen 77, choice 6, choose...out 5, acceptable 1, appoint 1, 
excellent 1, chosen men 1, rather 1, require 1, not translated; 172 

A. Election Based on Loving Intent 

1. The loving intent of Messiah 

Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son (cf. Ps. 2:7) with your 
righteousness.  2 He will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones 
with justice… 4 He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children 
of the needy; he will crush the oppressor.  5 He will endure as long as the sun, as 
long as the moon, through all generations.  6 He will be like rain falling on a mown 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiNBmNl88Pk
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field, like showers watering the earth.  7 In his days the righteous will flourish; 
prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.  8 He will rule from sea to sea and 
from the River to the ends of the earth… 11 All kings will bow down to him and all 
nations will serve him.  12 For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted 
who have no one to help.  13 He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save 
the needy from death.  14 He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for 
precious is their blood in his sight… 17 May his name endure forever; may it 
continue as long as the sun. All nations will be blessed through him (cf. Gen. 
12:1-3), and they will call him blessed… 19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; 
may the whole earth be filled with his glory (cf. Is. 11:9; 40:5; Hab. 2:14). (NIV Psalm 
72:1-19) 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit.  2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him… 3 He will not judge (i.e. govern) by 
what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;  4 but with 
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the 
poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath 
of his lips he will slay the wicked (governors)… 9 They (predatory animals, v. 6-8—
typical of predatory governors, cf. v. 4) will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea.  10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 
peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. (NIV 

Isaiah 11:1-10) 

And now the LORD says-- he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring 
Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the 
LORD (i.e. Messiah) and my God has been my strength--  6 he says: "It is too small a 
thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those 
of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
my salvation to the ends of the earth."  7 This is what the LORD says-- the 
Redeemer and Holy One of Israel-- to him who was despised and abhorred by the 
nation (tw/n evqnw/n [nGNP], LXX), to the servant of rulers (in the this age and in the 
messianic kingdom): "Kings will see you and rise up, princes will see and bow down, 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you 
(because of your benevolence in government)." (NIV Isaiah 49:5-7) 

2. Contrasting the selfish intent of man 

He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.  6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (NIV Isaiah 53:5-6) 

So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah.  5 They 
said to him… "appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have."… 7 
And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not 
you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king… 9 Now listen to 
them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over 
them will do."…  11 He (Samuel) said, "This is what the king who will reign over you 
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will do: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses…  
13 He will take your daughters to be (his) perfumers and cooks and bakers.  14 He 
will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his 
attendants.  15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to 
his officials and attendants.  16 Your menservants and maidservants and the best of 
your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use.  17 He will take a tenth of your 
flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves (serving his well-being).  18 When 
that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen (because 
of his selfish government), and the LORD will not answer you in that day." (NIV 1 
Samuel 8:4-18) 

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one;  11 there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." (cf. Ps. 14:1-3; 
53:1-3)  13 "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." (Ps. 5:9) 
"The poison of vipers is on their lips." (Ps. 140:3)  14 "Their mouths are full of 
cursing and bitterness." (Ps. 10:7)  15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood;  16 ruin and 
misery mark their ways,  17 and the way of peace they do not know." (Is. 59:7-8)  18 
"There is no fear of God before their eyes." (Ps. 36:1) (NIV Romans 3:10-18) 

B. Election Based on Power and Ability 

1. The power and ability of Messiah 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the 
LORD and against his Anointed One (Hb. mashiyach)… 5 Then he rebukes them in 
his anger and terrifies them in his wrath…7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD… 
9 "You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like 
pottery." (NIV Psalm 2:2-9) 

The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of 
your enemies… 5 He (adonay) will crush kings on the day of his wrath.  6 He 
(adonay) will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the 
whole earth. (NIV Psalm 110:1-6) 

Who is this, robed in splendor, striding forward in the greatness of his strength? … 
2 Why are your garments red, like those of one treading the winepress?  3 "I have 
trodden the winepress alone; from the nations no one was with me. I trampled them 
in my anger and trod them down in my wrath; their blood spattered my garments, 
and I stained all my clothing… 5 I looked, but there was no one to help, I was 
appalled that no one gave support; so my own arm worked salvation for me, and 
my own wrath sustained me. (NIV Isaiah 63:1-5) 

2. Contrasting the weakness and incompetence of man 

A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?" "All men are like grass, and 
all their glory is like the flowers of the field.  7 The grass withers and the flowers 
fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass.  8 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever."… 10 
See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. (NIV Isaiah 
40:6-10) 
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Class 9: New Testament Continuance of Messianic Christology 

I. INTRODUCTION: CONTINUITY OF THE “GOSPEL” AND THE “KINGDOM OF GOD” 

A. Continuity of the “Gospel” 

1. One of the reasons there is such confusion concerning the true nature of the “gospel” is 
because very few times in the New Testament does anyone actually detail what the gospel 
is.   Many times New Testament writers talk about the gospel, but very rarely does 108

anyone actually detail the gospel itself.   Why?  Because the whole New Testament 109

assumes the gospel of the Old Testament. 

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the gospel (Gk. euaggelion) of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. (ESV Matthew 4:23) 

Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee… 15 And he taught in their 
synagogues… 17 He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah… 18 "The Spirit of 
the LORD is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach the gospel (Gk. 
euaggelizo) to the poor… (cf. Is. 61:1-3)" (NKJV Luke 4:14-18) 

• The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me 
to preach good news (Gk. euaggelizo, LXX) to the poor. He has sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners,  2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the 
day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,  3 and provide for those 
who grieve in Zion (i.e. Jerusalem)… (NIV Isaiah 61:1-3) 

2. The New Testament assumes the same “gospel” of the Old Testament because it assumes 
the same cosmogenical framework, the same eschatological conclusion, and the same 
messianic hope of the Old Testament. 

When the governor (Felix) motioned for him to speak, Paul replied… 14 "I admit that 
I worship the God of our fathers (assuming OT messianic expectations) as a follower 
of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that agrees (in messianic 
thought) with the Law and that is written in the Prophets,  15 and I have the same 

 The term “gospel” comes from one of two sources: 1) the noun euvagge,lion (euaggelion), used 6 times in the LXX and 77 108

times in the NT, meaning “good tidings, good news” (USB); or 2) the verb euvaggeli,zw (euaggelizo), used 19 times in the LXX and 55 
times in the NT, meaning “to bring the good news, preach the good news” (USB).  Depending on the translation, these two words are 
generally rendered “gospel” or “good news” and “preach the gospel” or “preach the good news.”  Formal equivalence translations favor 
“gospel,” while dynamic equivalence translations often use “good news.”

 For example, the KJV/NKJV uses the word “gospel” more than any other translation (103 times) in the New Testament: 109

Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 11:5; 24:14; 26:13; Mk. 1:1, 14f; 8:35; 10:29; 13:10; 14:9; 16:15; Lk. 4:18; 7:22; 9:6; 20:1; Acts 8:25; 14:7, 21; 15:7; 
16:10; 20:24; Rom. 1:1, 9, 15f; 2:16; 10:15f; 11:28; 15:16, 19f, 29; 16:25; 1 Co. 1:17; 4:15; 9:12, 14, 16, 18, 23; 15:1; 2 Co. 2:12; 4:3f; 
8:18; 9:13; 10:14, 16; 11:4, 7; Gal. 1:6ff, 11; 2:2, 5, 7, 14; 3:8; 4:13; Eph. 1:13; 3:6; 6:15, 19; Phil. 1:5, 7, 12, 17, 27; 2:22; 4:3, 15; Col. 
1:5, 23; 1 Thess. 1:5; 2:2, 4, 8f; 3:2; 2 Thess. 1:8; 2:14; 1 Tim. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:8, 10; 2:8; Phlm. 1:13; Heb. 4:2; 1 Pet. 1:12, 25; 4:6, 17; 
Rev. 14:6.  Of these instances, only a handful give any commentary on the nature of the gospel itself beyond the genitives “of God,” “of 
the kingdom,” “of Christ,” etc.: Rom. 1:1fff; 2:16; 1 Cor. 15:1-57; Gal. 3:8; 2 Thess. 1:5-10; 2 Tim. 1:8fff; 2:8ff; 1 Pet. 1:23ff; Rev. 14:6f.  
Only 1 Corinthians 15 directly addresses the gospel and attempts to explain its content beyond one or two sentences.
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hope in God (concerning messianic restoration) as these men, that there will be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked (cf. Dan. 12:1-3).  16 So I strive 
always to keep my conscience clear before God and man." (NIV Acts 24:10-16) 

3. The gospel of the Bible is thus an “eternal gospel” that will never change or be altered by 
the opinions of man. 

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who live on the earth-- to every nation, tribe, language and people.  7 He 
said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and 
the springs of water." (NIV Revelation 14:6-7) 

And he (“mighty angel”) swore by him who lives for ever and ever… "There will be 
no more delay!  7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his 
trumpet, the mystery of God (i.e. redemptive plan) will be accomplished, just as he 
announced to his servants the prophets (in the Old Testament)." (NIV Revelation 
10:6-7) 

B. Continuity of the “Kingdom of God” 

1. God’s “kingdom” is referenced throughout the Old and New Testaments, and it is clearly a 
kingdom that presently rules over all creation (cf. 1 Chron. 29:11; Ps. 103:19; 145:11ff; Jer. 
10:7ff; Dan. 4:3, 34; Jn. 19:11; Acts 17:24; Rev. 4:2ff). 

2. However, there are also many messianic references to a kingdom on the earth that is given 
dominion by God, receiving his favor and blessings, and is established eschatologically (cf. 
Ps. 2:6ff; Is. 9:7; Dan. 2:44; 7:14; Mt. 8:11; 20:21; Lk. 22:30; 2 Pe. 1:11; Rev. 11:15). 

3. This distinction has been the source of much controversy, which is simply solved by 
distinguishing between the two primary thrones of creation: one in the height of the 
heavens (cf. Ps. 2:4; 113:5; Is. 40:22; 66:1) and one delegated to man on the earth (cf. 
Gen. 1:26ff; Ps. 8:4ff; 115:16). 

Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?"  3 Our God is in the heavens; he 
does all that he pleases… 15 May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven 
and earth!  16 The heavens are the LORD's heavens, but the earth he has given to 
the children of man (Hb. adam). (ESV Psalm 115:2-16) 

4. Thus, the “kingdom of God” needs to be delineated between the “universal kingdom”, ruling 
over all creation from everlasting to everlasting, and the “messianic kingdom”, to be 
established upon the earth at the end of the age, restoring the original Adamic order. 

In a preliminary survey of the very extensive array of Biblical references to the Kingdom of 
God, especially in the Old Testament, the investigator will be impressed by a series of 
differences which at first sight may seem to be almost contradictory.  Some of the more 
important of these differences may be stated as follows: First, certain passages present 
the Kingdom as something which has always existed; yet other places it seems to have a 
definite historical beginning among men. (Compare Ps. 10:16 with Dan. 2:44.)  Second, 
the Kingdom is set forth in Scripture as universal in its scope, outside of which there is no 
created thing; yet again the Kingdom is revealed as a local rule established on earth. 
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(Compare Ps. 103:19 with Is. 24:23.)  Third, the Kingdom sometimes appears as the rule 
of God directly, with no intermediary standing between God and man; yet it is also 
pictured as the rule of God through a mediator who serves as channel between God and 
man. (Compare Ps. 59:13 with 2:4-6.) … Some of the above distinctions, if not all, have 
been noticed by Biblical scholars and attempts have been made to explain them; 
sometimes by asserting the existence of one kingdom with two aspects or phases; or by 
the assumption of two kingdoms.  For example… These citations, deliberately selected 
from authors of widely different viewpoints, will be sufficient to show that the distinctions 
mentioned above are not imaginary.  The question is how to explain them… In one sense 
it would not be wholly wrong to speak of two kingdoms revealed in the Bible.  But we must 
at the same time guard carefully against the notion that these two kingdoms are 
absolutely distinct, one from the other.  There is value and instruction in thinking of them 
as two aspects or phases of the one rule of our sovereign God.  In seeking for terms 
which might best designate these two things, I can find nothing better than the adjectives 
“universal” and “mediatorial.”  These are not exactly commensurate terms, of course, but 
describe different qualities; the first referring to the extent of rule, the latter to the method 
of rule.  Nevertheless, in each case the designated quality seems to be the most 
important for purposes of identification.  110

5. The harmony between these two kingdoms are forever restored in the age to come when 
the throne of the Messiah comes together with the throne of the Father in the complete 
renewal of the heavens and earth (cf. Rev. 22:1ff; Eph. 1:9ff; 1 Cor. 15:24-28). 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb  2 down the middle of the great street of the 
city… 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in the city, and his servants will serve him. (NIV Revelation 22:1-3) 

Then comes the end, when he (Messiah) delivers the kingdom (i.e. Messianic) to God 
the Father (i.e. Universal) after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  
25 For he (Messiah) must reign until he (Father) has put all his (Father’s/Messiah’s) 
enemies under his (Messiah’s) feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27 
For "God (Father) has put all things in subjection under his (Messiah’s) feet." (cf. Ps. 
8:6) But when it says, "all things are put in subjection," it is plain that he (Father) is 
excepted who put all things in subjection under him (Messiah).  28 When all things 
are subjected (by the Father) to him (Messiah), then the Son himself (Messiah) will 
also be subjected to him (Father) who put all things in subjection under him 
(Messiah), that God may be all in all (governmentally). (ESV 1 Corinthians 15:24-28) 

6. The New Testament phrase “kingdom of God”, however, needs to be understood as a 
Jewish phrase used during the time of the Roman Empire to refer specifically to the 
Messianic Kingdom.  Though a few instances of its use may initially seem confusing (cf. Mt. 
3:1; 11:11f; 12:28; 16:28; Lk. 17:21; 23:42f; Jn. 3:3ff; 18:36; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20), 
further investigation and larger context reveal a seamless understanding: the Messianic 
Kingdom is a future reality to be initiated upon the earth at the Day of the Lord (i.e. Second 
Coming). 

 Alva J. McClain, The Greatness of the Kingdom: An Inductive Study of the Kingdom of God (BMH Books, 1959), 19-21.110
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I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,  12 while the sons of the kingdom will 
be thrown into the outer darkness. (ESV Matthew 8:11-12) 

For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (ESV 2 Peter 1:11) 

7. Though the Universal Kingdom, which Jesus is presently ruling over amnestically (cf. Mt. 
28:18; Acts 2:33; Eph. 1:21; 1 Pe. 3:22; etc.), retains absolute sovereignty over all the 
nations (cf. Rom. 13:1; Col. 1:17; Acts 17:24ff; etc.), it will execute judgment upon the 
nations at the hand of the Messiah at the end of the age.  The only confusion in the New 
Testament concerning this simple understanding of the Kingdom is the suffering of the 
Messiah before the establishing of the glory of the Messiah (cf. Lk. 24:26; Acts 3:18; 17:3; 1 
Pe. 1:11; Heb. 2:10ff). 

How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken!  26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory? 
(NIV Luke 24:25-26) 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come 
to you, searched intently and with the greatest care,  11 trying to find out the time 
and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. (NIV 1 Peter 
1:10-11) 

II. NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY OF MESSIANIC EXPECTATION 

A. Introduction of Messiah 

1. Genealogical Introduction 

The record of the genealogy (ensuring legal right to the covenants) of Jesus Christ 
(transliteration > proper name;  “the Messiah” NLT), the son of David (assumed 111

continuance of Davidic messianic prophecies), the son of Abraham (assumed 
continuance of Abrahamic messianic prophecies)… 17 Thus there were fourteen 
generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 
Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ (“Messiah” NLT, i.e. assuming 
messianic expectations). (NIV Matthew 1:1, 17) 

• <5547> cristo,j christos {khris-tos'}  

Meaning:  Christ = "anointed" 1) Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God 2) anointed  

Origin:  from 5548 [chrio, “to anoint”]; TDNT - 9:493,1322; adj 

 “As has already been implied, messianism did not match the character of Jesus’ actions and teachings. From what we can 111

recover of his public activity, we find nothing that points in the direction of messianic ambition… So how could Jesus have used the 
term Messiah of himself, or encouraged his disciples to do so, without causing immense confusion and misunderstanding? One can 
only wonder how the church might have been different, had the title “Christ” not become a proper noun, and Christians not rallied 
around the messianic concept so persistently—and how different Jewish-Christian relations might have been, had the messiahship of 
Jesus not become an issue between Jews and Christians.” (J. Peter Bercovitz, “Messianic Expectation in Judaism, Its Reception in the 
Early Church, and Jesus,” Proceedings: Eastern Great Lakes and Midwest Biblical Societies, 27 August 2003; available at http://
www.paulonpaul.org/jesus/narr_3_messianic-expect'n.htm.)

http://www.paulonpaul.org/jesus/narr_3_messianic-expect'n.htm
http://www.paulonpaul.org/jesus/narr_3_messianic-expect'n.htm
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Usage:  AV - Christ 569; 569 

 

2. Birth of Messiah 

And the angel (Gabriel) said to her (Mary)… 32 "He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High (cf. 2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:7; 72:1). And the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his father David (cf. Jer. 23:5; Ez. 37:24),  33 and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever (cf. 2 Sam. 7:16; Is. 9:7; Mic. 4:7), and of his kingdom 
there will be no end (cf. Dan. 2:44; 7:27)." (NIV Luke 1:30-33) 

And Mary said (in response to Elizabeth’s declaration), "My soul magnifies the Lord… 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble 
estate… 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  55 as he 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever." (ESV Luke 1:46-55) 

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied (concerning 
John the Baptist), saying,  68 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited 
and redeemed his people  69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David,  70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from 
of old… 72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy 
covenant,  73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham. (ESV Luke 1:67-73) 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby… 9 An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.  10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
(Gk. euaggelizo) of great joy that will be for all the people.  11 Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ (“Messiah” NLT/NRSV) the Lord… 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest (of heavens), and on earth 
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peace to men on whom his favor rests (i.e. prophetic declaration of his messianic 
government)." (NIV Luke 2:8-14) 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel (“eagerly waiting for the 
Messiah to come and rescue Israel” NLT), and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26 And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ (“Messiah” NLT). (ESV Luke 2:25-26) 

3. Preparation for Messiah 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  2 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven (lit. “heaven’s kingdom”, cf. Dan. 2:44; 7:14; etc.) 
is at hand (“near” NIV/NLT/NRSV; i.e. the Messianic Kingdom is soon to be inaugurated; 
cf. Is. 13:6; Joel 1:15; 2:1; 3:14; Zeph. 1:14)."… 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all 
the region about the Jordan were going out to him,  6 and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins (to escape the judgment of the soon 
coming Messianic Kingdom). (ESV Matthew 3:1-6) 

• In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never 
be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms 
and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. (NIV Daniel 2:44) 

• I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven one like 
a Son of Man was coming… 14 to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom… 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His 
kingdom is one which will not be destroyed… 18 the saints of the Highest One will 
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.' (NASB 

Daniel 7:13-18) 

• Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.'  10 
But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say,  11 
'Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be 
sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.'  12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on 
that day for Sodom than for that town. (NIV Luke 10:9-12) 

• Wail, for the day of the LORD is near (“at hand” KJV/NKJV); as destruction from the 
Almighty it will come! … 9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath 
and fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. 
(ESV Isaiah 13:6-9) 

• Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near (“at 
hand” KJV/NKJV/NIV),  2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 
darkness! (ESV Joel 2:1-2) 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar… the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the desert.  3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  4 As is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 
'Prepare the way for the Lord (i.e. Messiah, cf. Is. 40:3; Mal. 3:1), make straight paths 
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for him… 6 And all mankind will see God's salvation (i.e. theocratic restoration of all 
things).'"  7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath (of the Messianic 
Kingdom)? … 15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in 
their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ (“Messiah” NLT).  16 John answered 
them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come… He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit (i.e. reward of righteous in resurrection; cf. Is. 32:15; 
44:3; Ez. 39:29) and with fire (i.e. punishment of wicked in judgment; cf. Mal. 4:1; Ps. 
21:9f; Nah. 1:5f; Zeph. 1:18).  17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat (i.e. righteous) into his barn (i.e. Messianic 
Kingdom, cf. Mt. 13:30), but he will burn up the chaff (i.e. wicked) with unquenchable 
fire (i.e. Gehenna/Lake of Fire, cf. Is. 66:24)."  18 And with many other words John 
exhorted the people and preached the good news (Gk. euaggelizo, “the gospel” 
NASB) to them. (NIV Luke 3:1-18) 

4. Baptism of Messiah 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him (cf. Is. 11:2; 61:1).  17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son 
(cf. 2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:7; 72:1; 89:26), whom I love; with him I am well pleased (cf. Is. 
42:1)." (NIV Matthew 3:16-17)  

• When your days are over and you go to be with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring (Hb. zera, “seed” KJV/NKJV) to succeed you… 12 He is the one who will 
build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever.  13 I will be his father, 
and he will be my son… 14 I will set him over my house and my kingdom forever; 
his throne will be established forever. (NIV 1 Chronicles 17:11-14) 

• The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the 
LORD and against his Anointed One (Hb. mashiyach)… 7 I (mashiyach) will 
proclaim the decree of the LORD: He (YHVH) said to me (mashiyach), "You are my 
Son; today I have become your Father.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations 
your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession." (NIV Psalm 2:2-12) 

• Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness… 
8 He will rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth… 11 All 
kings will bow down to him and all nations will serve him. (NIV Psalm 72:1-17) 

• My faithful love will be with him (David), and through my name his horn will be 
exalted.  25 I will set his hand over the sea, his right hand over the rivers.  26 He 
will call out to me, 'You are my Father, my God, the Rock my Savior.'  27 I will also 
appoint him my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth. (NIV Psalm 
89:20-27) 

B. Ministry of Messiah 

1. Early Declarations 

Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove 
and remain on him (cf. Is. 11:2; 42:1; 61:1)… 34 I have seen and I testify that this is 
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the Son of God (cf. 2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:7; 72:1; etc.)." … 41 The first thing Andrew did 
was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah (Gk. 
messias) (that is, the Christ [Gk. christos, “which is translated Anointed” NRSV])." … 45 
Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in 
the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote." … 49 Then Nathanael declared, 
"Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel (i.e. Messiah/Anointed; cf. 
Ps. 2:6; Dan. 9:25; Hos. 3:5; Mic. 5:2; Zech. 9:9)."  50 Jesus said, "You believe because 
I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that."  51 He 
then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man (cf. Gen. 28:12-15; to serve him; 
strengthen him, and establish his government over the heavens and earth)." (NIV John 
1:32-51) 

• <3323> messi,aj messias {mes-see'-as} 

Meaning:  Messias = "anointed" 1) the Greek form of Messiah 2) a name of Christ 
[“Messiah—Aramaic and Hebrew equivalent of Greek Cristo,j” USB] 

Origin: of Hebrew origin 04899 [Hb. mashiyach]; see 5547 Christos, TDNT 9:493 

Usage: AV - Messias 2; 2 [Jn. 1:41; 4:25] 

• To which of the angels did God ever say, "Sit at my right hand until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet" (cf. Ps. 110:1)?  14 Are not all angels ministering 
spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation (esp. Messiah; cf. 1:3, 
“appointed heir of all things”)? (NIV Hebrews 1:13-14) 

• When the Son of Man comes (to the earth) in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his throne (in Jerusalem, cf. Is. 2:3; Ps. 2:6; 48:2; Joel 2:32; Zech. 14:8) 
in heavenly glory (i.e. angels upholding his governance). (NIV Matthew 25:31) 

The woman said, "I know that Messiah (Gk. messias)" (called Christ [Gk. christos]) 
"is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  26 Then Jesus 
declared, "I who speak to you am he (without dishonesty concerning her 
expectations)."… 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town 
and said to the people,  29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. 
Could this be the Christ (“Messiah” NLT)?"… 39 Many of the Samaritans from that 
town believed in him (as OT Messiah) because of the woman's testimony… 40 So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed 
two days.  41 And because of his words many more became believers.  42 They said 
to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world (i.e. 
cosmogenical restorer)." (NIV John 4:25-42) 

"You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve.  68 Simon Peter 
answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life (i.e. 
resurrection from the dead; cf. Dan. 7:27; 12:3).  69 We believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God (i.e. the OT Messiah; cf. Ps. 16:10; Is. 40:25; Dan. 9:24; Hab. 
3:3)." (NIV John 6:67-69) 
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On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If 
anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said (OT Scripture > OT Messiah), streams of living water will flow 
from within him." … 40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, "Surely this 
man is the Prophet (cf. Deut. 18:15-18)."  41 Others said, "He is the Christ." Still 
others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee?" (NIV John 7:37-41) 

2. Teachings 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people… 
25 Large crowds… followed him (in expectation of the Kingdom).  5:1 Now when he saw 
the crowds, he went up on a mountainside… 2 and he began to teach them, saying:  
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (cf. Dan. 7:27; 
Ps. 149:6ff; Is. 54:3; 60:11ff)… 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth 
(under the headship of Messiah, cf. Ps. 2:8; Ps. 37:11; etc.)… 10 Blessed are those who 
are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me.  12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven (present governmentally, not future metaphysically), for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you (who declared the messianic 
promises).  (NIV Matthew 4:23-5:12) 

After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the (Roman) collectors (of 
Herod) of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay 
the temple tax (in submission to the earthly governments)?"  25 "Yes, he does," he 
replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. "What do 
you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth (i.e. 
anthropocratic kings) collect duty and taxes-- from their own sons or from others?"  
26 "From others," Peter answered. "Then the sons are exempt (implying present 
messianic pre-eminence and future messianic roles on the earth)," Jesus said to him.  27 
"But so that we may not offend them…" (NIV Matthew 17:24-27) 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven (governmentally, not metaphysically)… 27 Peter answered 
him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?"  28 
Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things (on the earth), 
when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne (in Jerusalem; cf. Ps. 48:2; Is. 2:1; 
Zech. 14:8), you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel (i.e. earthly messianic government). (NIV Matthew 19:23-28) 

Then the mother of Zebedee's sons (James and John) came to Jesus with her 
sons… She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit (governmentally) 
at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom (on the earth)."… 23 Jesus 
said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not 
for me to grant. These places (affirming the expected governmental positions in the 
coming messianic kingdom) belong to those for whom they have been prepared by 
my Father." (NIV Matthew 20:20-23) 
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When the Son of Man comes in his glory (to the earth; cf. “arrived” v. 10 and “returned” 
v. 19), and all the angels with him (cf. Zech. 14:5), he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory (in Jerusalem; cf. Ps. 48:2; Is. 2:1; Zech. 14:8).  32 All the nations will 
be gathered before him (in mourning; cf. Mt. 24:30; Joel 3:2), and he will separate the 
people one from another (governmentally, not metaphysically) as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats (for reward/punishment; cf. 24:45-51; 25:10-12, 
19-30)… 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world (cf. Gen. 1:26; 3:15; Acts 3:21; etc.). (NIV Matthew 25:31-34) 

When you pray, say: "Our Father in heaven (cf. Ex. 4:22; Deut. 32:6; 1 Chr. 29:10; Is. 
63:16; 64:8; Jer. 3:19; 31:9; Mal. 1:6; 2:10), hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  3 Give us day by day our daily 
bread.  4 And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to 
us. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one." … 13 If you 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" (NKJV Luke 11:2-13) 

• "I trampled the nations in my anger (cf. Messianic Kingdom); in my wrath I made 
them drunk and poured their blood on the ground." … 8 He said, "Surely they are 
my people, sons who will not be false to me"… 10 Yet they rebelled and grieved 
his Holy Spirit… 11 Then his people recalled the days of old, the days of Moses 
and his people-- where is he who brought them through the sea… 14 like cattle 
that go down to the plain, they were given rest by the Spirit of the LORD. This is 
how you guided your people to make for yourself a glorious name.  15 Look down 
from heaven and see from your lofty throne, holy and glorious… 16 You, O LORD, 
are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name.  17 Why, O LORD, do you 
make us wander from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you? 
Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are your inheritance… 64:1 Oh, 
that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 
tremble before you!  2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to 
quake before you! … 8 O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the 
potter; we are all the work of your hand.  9 Do not be angry beyond measure, O 
LORD; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look upon us, we pray, for we are 
all your people. (NIV Isaiah 63:6-64:9) 

When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies (cf. Zech. 12:3; 14:2), you will 
know that its desolation is near… 22 For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment 
of all that has been written… There will be great distress in the land and wrath 
against this people (Israel).  24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as 
prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled… 28 When these things begin to take place, stand 
up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near (temporally, not 
spatially)… 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near (i.e. the Messianic Kingdom is soon to be established/
inaugurated). (NIV Luke 21:20-31) 
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Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word (as Messiah) and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life (i.e. resurrection from the dead; cf. Is. 25:7-9; 26:17-19; Dan. 
7:27; 12:3; Hos. 13:12-14).  He does not come into judgment (of the Fall; cf. Gen. 
3:19), but has passed from death to life (i.e. reconciliation with the Tree of Life; cf. Gen. 
2:9).  25 Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God (at the Second Coming; cf. 1 Thess. 4:16), and 
those who hear will live (i.e. resurrection from the dead)… 28 Do not marvel at this, for 
an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice  29 and come 
out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life (cf. Lk. 14:14), and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment (cf. Acts 24:15). (ESV John 
5:24-29) 

3. Healings 

Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean demon. And 
he cried out with a loud voice,  34 saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with 
You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are -- the 
Holy One of God (cf. Ps. 16:10; Is. 40:25; Dan. 9:24; Hab. 3:3)!"  35 But Jesus rebuked 
him (not correcting his messianic expectation), saying, "Be silent and come out of 
him!" … 41 And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of God!" And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for 
they knew that He was the Christ (“Messiah” NLT). (NKJV Luke 4:33-34, 41; cf. Mk. 
1:23-25; 3:11-12) 

Now when John in prison heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples,  3 and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One (Messiah), or shall we look 
for someone else?"  4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to 
John what you hear and see:  5 the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them (i.e. fulfillment of the defining characteristics of the Messianic 
Kingdom, cf. Is. 35:4-6; 61:1-3).  6 And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over 
Me (“is not offended because of me” NKJV; i.e. concerning the timing of the Kingdom’s 
establishment)." (NASB Matthew 11:2-6) 

Then a demon-possessed (Gk. daimonizomai, “demon-oppressed” ESV; “to be under 
the power of a demon”--Strongs) man, who was blind and couldn't speak, was 
brought to Jesus. He healed the man so that he could both speak and see.  23 The 
crowd was amazed and asked, "Could it be that Jesus is the Son of David, the 
Messiah?" (NLT Matthew 12:22-23) 

4. Parables 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field… 37 The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.  38 The field is the 
world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of 
the evil one,  39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the 
close of the age, and the reapers are angels (cf. Zech. 14:5)… 41 The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
law-breakers,  42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
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weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father (cf. Dan. 12:3). (ESV Matthew 13:24-43) 

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard (cf. earth)… Then he rented the 
vineyard to some farmers (cf. Adam, et al.) and went away on a journey.  34 When the 
harvest time approached (cf. Day of the Lord), he sent his servants to the tenants to 
collect his fruit (cf. righteousness).  35 The tenants seized his servants… 37 Last of 
all, he sent his son to them… 40 Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants? … (Ps. 118:22-23) 43 Therefore I tell you that the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you (unrighteous sons of Abraham) and 
given to a people who will produce its fruit. (NIV Matthew 21:33-43) 

While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was 
near Jerusalem (the center of the coming Messianic Kingdom) and the people thought 
that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once (“begin right away” NLT).  12 He 
said: "A man of noble birth went to a distant country (height of the heavens) to have 
himself appointed king and then to return (to the earth).  13 So he called ten of his 
servants and gave them ten minas (responsibility to witness to the kingdom). 'Put this 
money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.'  14 "But his subjects hated him… 26 He 
(man of noble birth) replied, 'I tell you that to everyone who has (revelation of the 
Kingdom), more will be given (responsibility in the Kingdom), but as for the one who 
has nothing, even what he has will be taken away (at the Day of the Lord).  27 But 
those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them-- bring them here 
and kill them in front of me.'" (NIV Luke 19:11-27) 

5. Peter’s Confession 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?"… 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ 
(“Messiah” NLT), the Son of the living God (cf. 2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:7; 72:1; etc.)."  17 
Jesus replied, "Blessed are you (affirming Peter’s messianic expectations), Simon son 
of Jonah, for this (i.e. Peter’s expectation) was not revealed to you by man, but by 
my Father in heaven…  
20 Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ (“Messiah” 
NLT).  21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life 
(in contradiction to common messianic expectation).   
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall 
never happen to you (as Messiah)!"  23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of 
God (i.e. loving governmental character), but the things of men (i.e. selfish 
governmental character)."   
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself (selfish governmental character) and take up his cross and follow me (self-
sacrificing governmental character)… 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the 
whole world (governmentally), yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in 
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exchange for his soul?  27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory 
with his angels (cf. Zech. 14:5), and then he will reward each person according to 
what he has done (cf. Is. 40:10; 62:11). (NIV Matthew 16:13-27) 

6. Transfiguration 

As they went back down the mountain (of transfiguration), Jesus commanded them, 
"Don't tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from 
the dead."  10 Then his disciples asked him, "Why do the teachers of religious law 
insist that Elijah must return before the Messiah comes (cf. Mal. 4:5)? "  11 Jesus 
replied, "Elijah is indeed coming first to get everything ready for the Messiah (for 
theocratic consummation; i.e. affirming all messianic expectation).  12 But I tell you, 
Elijah has already come (to get everything ready for the messianic atonement), but he 
wasn't recognized, and they chose to abuse him." (NLT Matthew 17:9-12)  

7. Triumphal Entry 

The next day the great crowd… took palm branches and went out to meet him, 
shouting, "Hosanna (“an exclamation of praise literally meaning, ‘Save, I pray’”--USB)!" 
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord (cf. Ps. 118:26; i.e. expectation of 
literal messianic coronation)!" "Blessed is the King of Israel! (“Son of David” Mt. 21:9; 
“the coming kingdom of our father David” Mk. 11:10)"  14 Jesus found a young donkey 
and sat upon it (fully affirming the messianic expectations of the people), as it is 
written,  15 "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated 
on a donkey's colt." (cf. Zech. 9:9) (NIV John 12:12-15) 

• See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on 
a donkey…  10 He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea 
to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. (NIV Zechariah 9:9-10) 

8. Passover Meal 

And he said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before 
I suffer.  16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God (i.e. 
Messianic Kingdom)."  17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 
"Take this, and divide it among yourselves.  18 For I tell you that from now on I will 
not drink of the fruit of the vine until (undetermined period of amnesty) the kingdom 
of God comes (and executes judgment on the earth)."… 24 A dispute also arose 
among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest (in the coming 
Messianic Kingdom).  25 And he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them (malevolent character)… Rather, let the greatest among you 
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves (benevolent character)… 
28 You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,  29 and I assign to you, as my 
Father assigned to me, a kingdom,  30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (at the inauguration of 
the Messianic Kingdom)." (ESV Luke 22:15-30) 

9. Trial 

The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if 
you are the Christ (“Messiah” NLT), the Son of God (cf. Mt. 16:16; Mk. 1:1; Lk. 4:41; Jn. 
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11:27)."  64 "Yes, it is as you say," (“I am” Mk. 14:62; “You are right in saying I am” Lk. 
22:70) Jesus replied (without dishonesty). "But I say to all of you: In the future  (vs. 
the present) you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One 
and coming on the clouds of heaven (to fulfill OT Messianic expectations, cf. Dan. 
7:13; Zech. 14:5; etc.)." (NIV Matthew 26:63-64)  

Jesus stood before the governor (Pilate), and the governor asked him, "Are you the 
king of the Jews (in fulfillment of OT prophecies)?"  "Yes, it is as you say (concerning 
Pilate’s expectation)," Jesus replied (without dishonesty). (NIV Matthew 27:11) 

10.Crucifixion 

Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads  40 and saying… 
"Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!"  41 In the same way the 
chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him… "He's the King of 
Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him (as OT 
Messiah).  43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 
'I am the Son of God (without dishonesty).'" (NIV Matthew 27:39-43) 

Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS (i.e. OT Messiah)… 21 The chief priests of the 
Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews,' but that this man 
claimed (without dishonesty) to be king of the Jews (i.e. OT Messiah)."  22 Pilate 
answered, "What I have written, I have written." (NIV John 19:19-22) 

11. Road to Emmaus 

And they (disciples) said to him (Jesus), "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth… we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel (ushering in the messianic age). Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened… 25 And he 
said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken (concerning all OT messianic roles)!  26 Was it not necessary (for 
atonement) that the Christ (“Messiah” NLT) should suffer these things and enter into 
his glory (“then enter” NIV, “before entering” NLT)?"  27 And beginning with Moses and 
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself. (ESV Luke 24:19-27) 

12.Ascension 

He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled (i.e. all OT messianic roles, including atonement) that is written about me in 
the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."  45 Then he opened their minds so 
they could understand the Scriptures.  46 He told them, "This is what is written (in 
addition to other messianic roles): The Christ (“Messiah” NLT) will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations (before the Messiah enters into his glory, cf. v. 26), 
beginning at Jerusalem… 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was 
taken up into heaven. (NIV Luke 24:44-51) 

After his suffering… he appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God (i.e. the Messianic Kingdom)… 6 So when they met 
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together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel (i.e. fulfill the covenants made with Israel)?"  7 He said to them: "It is not for 
you to know the times or dates the Father has set (implying that they have been set, 
and thus will happen) by his own authority.  8 But (implying soteriological pre-eminence, 
i.e. “first”) you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses (of the coming Messianic Kingdom, Jesus as the firstfruits of the 
resurrection, and the provision of forgiveness unto inclusion therein; cf. Acts 1:22; 2:32f; 
3:14f; 4:33; 5:30ff; 10:39ff; 13:30ff; 26:16ff)  in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (implying the subsequent restoration of the 
kingdom to Israel)."  9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes… 
"This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back (to 
restore the kingdom to Israel) in the same way you have seen him go into heaven (cf. 
Zech. 14:5; Dan. 7:13)." (NIV Acts 1:3-11) 

C. Apostolic Declaration 

1. Acts 

This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  17 "In the last days (before the Day of 
the Lord), God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy (about the Day of the Lord), your young men will see visions, your old 
men will dream dreams… 19 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on 
the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke (signs of judgment).  20 The sun 
will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great 
and glorious day of the Lord.  21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved (from the Day of the Lord)."  22 Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you (as the Messiah/Lord) by miracles, 
wonders and signs … 32 God has raised this Jesus to life… 33 Exalted to the right 
hand of God… 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, "The Lord 
said to my Lord: 'Sit at my right hand  35 until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet (cf. Ps. 110:1; Hb. 10:14).'"  36 Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord (cf. Joel 2:32; Ps. 110:1) 
and Christ (“Messiah” NLT)… 38 Repent (in fear of the day of the Lord) and be baptized 
(for inclusion in the Kingdom), every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. (NIV Acts 2:16-38)  112

• But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of God.  13 Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his 
footstool (cf. Ps. 110:1),  14 because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. (NIV Hebrews 10:12-14) 

 The logical implication of this statement is that since they crucified him, he cannot be the one to redeem Israel.  As Wright 112

remarks, “The cross, we note, already had a symbolic meaning throughout the Roman world, long before it had a new one for the 
Christians.  It meant: we Romans run this place, and if you get in our way we’ll obliterate you—and do it pretty nastily too.  Crucifixion 
meant that the kingdom hadn’t come, not that it had.  Crucifixion of a would-be Messiah meant that he wasn’t the Messiah, not that he 
was.  When Jesus was crucified, every single disciple knew what it meant: we backed the wrong horse.” [N.T. Wright, Surprised by 
Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church (New York: HarperOne, 2008), 40.]  Thus, the ultimate 
meaning of Jesus’ resurrection was his messianic validation by God.  Not only did he have power over the curse of Adam (i.e. death), 
but he was logically then the one to fulfill the governmental role of Adam, which Rome was presently perverting.  Rome had killed him, 
but God had raised him to life, and thus it was only a matter of time before God would give him Rome’s throne. 
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Friends, I realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in 
ignorance.  18 But God was fulfilling what all the prophets had foretold about the 
Messiah-- that he must suffer these things (in addition to his other messianic roles).  19 
Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away (cf. 
amnestic age).  20 Then times of refreshment (Gk. anapsuxis, i.e. resurrection) will 
come from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your 
appointed Messiah.  21 For he must remain in heaven until the time (Gk. chronos, 
nGMP) for the final restoration (Gk. apokatastasis) of all things (“the times of 
restoration of all things” NKJV), as God promised long ago (“since the world began” 
KJV/NKJV; “from ancient time” NASB) through his holy prophets… 25 You are the 
children of those prophets, and you are included in the covenant God promised to 
your ancestors. For God said to Abraham, "Through your descendants all the 
families on earth will be blessed (i.e. through the “restoration”)."  26 When God raised 
up his servant, Jesus, he sent him first to you people of Israel, to bless you by 
turning each of you back from your sinful ways (implying a second sending for the full 
“restoration”).  4:1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees 
came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people (cf. 3:12-26).  2 
They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead (summarizing the previous oration). 
(NLT Acts 3:17-4:2) 

• <403> avna,yuxij anapsuxis {an-aps'-ook-sis} 

Meaning: a recovery of breath, a refreshing 

Origin: from 404; TDNT - 9:664,1342; n f 

Usage: AV - refreshing 1; 1 

• <404> avnayu,cw anapsucho {an-aps-oo'-kho} 

Meaning:  1) to cool again, to cool off, recover from the effects of heat 2) to recover 
breath, take the air, cool off, revive, refresh one's self  

Origin:  from 303 [Gk. ana, “amidst”] and 5594 [Gk. psucho, “to breathe”; TDNT - 
9:663,1342; v 

Usage:  AV - refresh 1; 1 

• <605> avpokata,stasij apokatastasis {ap-ok-at-as'-tas-is}  

Meaning:  1) restoration 1a) of a true theocracy 1b) of the perfect state before the fall  

Origin:  from 600; TDNT - 1:389,65; n f 

Usage:  AV - restitution 1; 1 

• <600> avpokaqi,sthmi apokathistēmi {ap-ok-ath-is'-tay-mee} 

Meaning:  1) to restore to its former state 2) to be in its former state  

Origin:  from 575 [Gk. apo, “away from”] and 2525 [Gk. kathistēmi, “to set, place, put”]; 
TDNT - 1:387,65; v 
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Usage:  AV - restore 7, restore again 1; 8 

Peter and the other apostles replied (to the Sanhedrin)… 30 "The God of our fathers 
raised Jesus from the dead (as a firstfruits; cf. 1 Cor. 15:20-23)—whom you had killed 
by hanging him on a tree.  31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and 
Savior (of the coming Messianic Kingdom) that he might give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to Israel (for inclusion in that Kingdom)."… 42 Day after day, in the 
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ (“Messiah” NLT). (NIV Acts 
5:29-31, 41-42) 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.  20 At once he began to 
preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God (i.e. Messiah; cf. 16:16; 
26:63; Jn. 1:34, 49; 11:27)…  22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled 
the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ (“Messiah” NLT). (NIV 

Acts 9:19-22) 

Then Peter began to speak: …36 "You know the message God sent to the people of 
Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all (in 
the heavens and the earth)… 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead 
(common OT messianic expectation).  43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him (as OT Messiah) receives forgiveness of sins (unto 
inclusion in the Messianic Kingdom) through his name." (NIV Acts 10:34-43) 

Paul and Silas… came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.  2 As 
was Paul's custom, he went to the synagogue service, and for three Sabbaths in a 
row he used the Scriptures to reason with the people.  3 He explained the 
prophecies and proved that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead (before 
entering into his Kingdom). He said, "This Jesus I'm telling you about is the Messiah 
(assuming the continuance of common messianic expectations)."  4 Some of the Jews 
who listened were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas. (NLT Acts 17:1-4) 

Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone-- an image made by man's design and skill.  30 In the 
past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere 
to repent.  31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice (by the 
Messianic Kingdom) by the man (Jesus the Messiah) he has appointed (Gk. histēmi; cf. 
Gk. apokatastasis, Acts 3:19). He has given proof of this (messianic restoration) to all 
men by raising him from the dead (as a firstfruits). (NIV Acts 17:29-31) 

Each Sabbath found Paul at the synagogue (in Corinth), trying to convince (with OT 
Scriptures) the Jews and Greeks alike.  5 And after Silas and Timothy came down 
from Macedonia, Paul spent all his time preaching the word (of the coming Messianic 
Kingdom). He testified to the Jews (in accordance with Jewish expectations) that Jesus 
was the Messiah. (NLT Acts 18:4-5) 

When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to 
the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who 
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by grace had believed.  28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, 
proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. (NIV Acts 18:27-28) 

Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for 
Paul and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus (acknowledgement 
of messianic appointment).  25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and 
the judgment to come (in the coming Messianic Kingdom), Felix was afraid (as a 
corrupt governor) and said, "That's enough for now! …" (NIV Acts 24:24-25) 

I am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the one hearing my defense today… 6 
Now I am on trial because of my hope in the fulfillment of God's promise made to 
our ancestors (concerning the messianic restoration).  7 In fact, that is why the twelve 
tribes of Israel zealously worship God night and day, and they share the same hope 
I have. Yet, Your Majesty, they accuse me for having this hope! … 19 I teach nothing 
except what the prophets and Moses said would happen--  23 that the Messiah 
would suffer (before entering into his glory) and be the first to rise from the dead 
(foreshadowing the resurrection of the saints in the Messianic Kingdom; cf. 1 Cor. 
15:20-23), and in this way announce God's light (of the messianic age) to Jews and 
Gentiles alike. (NLT Acts 26:2-23) 

2. Pauline Epistles 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God,  2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,  
3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh  4 and 
was declared to be the Son of God (according to the definition of the “prophets in the 
holy Scriptures”) in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection 
from the dead (as a firstfruits of Dan. 12:2, et al.), Jesus Christ our Lord. (ESV Romans 
1:1-4) 

• He was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord. (NLT Romans 1:4) 

It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world (governmentally, cf. Gen. 12:1-3), but through the 
righteousness that comes by faith… 16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so 
that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring… He is 
the father of us all.  17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of many 
nations." (i.e. prophetic declaration; cf. Gen. 17:5)  He is our father in the sight of God, 
in whom he believed-- the God who gives life to the dead (i.e. resurrection) and calls 
things that are not as though they were (i.e. Messianic Kingdom). (NIV Romans 
4:13-17) 

• As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  5 
No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made 
you a father of many nations.  6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of 
you, and kings will come from you. (NIV Genesis 17:4-6) 

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you… 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 9: New Testament Continuance of Messianic Christology      Page  of 163 264

and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may 
also share in his glory… 23 we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved… 28 And we know that in all things (i.e. 
sufferings) God works for the good of those who love him (in the resurrection), who 
have been called according to his purpose.  29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn (of the resurrection) among many brothers. (NIV Romans 8:11-29) 

…that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming (Gk. kērusso):  9 That if you confess 
with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord (of the heavens and earth; i.e. OT Messiah)," and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead (as a firstfruits), you will be 
saved (i.e. resurrected and included in the Kingdom)… 12 For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile-- the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who 
call on him,  13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved." (from the Day of the Lord; cf. Joel 2:32) (NIV Romans 10:8-13) 

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake 
up from your slumber, because our salvation (restoration to original glory) is nearer 
now than when we first believed.  12 The night (age of subjection to death and Satan) 
is nearly over; the day (age of liberation from death and Satan) is almost here (cf. “the 
day of the Lord is near”). So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. (NIV Romans 13:11-12) 

Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want 
you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil (cf. Gen. 2:17).  
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet (i.e. governmentally in the 
coming Messianic Kingdom, cf. Gen. 3:15; Dan. 7:27; Ps. 149:6ff; Is. 54:3; 60:11ff). The 
grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (NIV Romans 16:19-20) 

If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for 
judgment instead of before the saints?  2 Do you not know that the saints will judge 
the world (under Messianic headship; cf. Dan. 7:27)? And if you are to judge the 
world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases?  3 Do you not know that we will 
judge angels (under Messianic headship; cf. Heb. 1:4-2:8)? How much more the 
things of this life (before the messianic age)! (NIV 1 Corinthians 6:1-3) 

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you… 2 By this 
gospel you are saved (inclusion in the messianic restoration)… 20 But Christ has 
indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep…  
22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23 But each in his own 
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  24 Then 
the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has 
destroyed all dominion, authority and power (cf. Ps. 2:9; 110:5; Is. 60:12; Dan. 2:44; 
etc.).  25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet (i.e. 
Millennial Kingdom; cf. Rev. 20:1-6).  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death (at the 
Great White Throne judgment; cf. Rev. 20:14)… 28 When he has done this, then the 
Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him (after the 
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Great White Throne judgment; cf. Rev. 22:3), so that God may be all in all.  (NIV 1 
Corinthians 15:1-2, 20-28) 

…you can boast of us just as we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.  15 
Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you… 17 When I planned this, did I 
do it lightly? Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner (cf. worldly covenants) so 
that in the same breath I say, "Yes, yes" and "No, no"?  18 But as surely as God is 
faithful (to the covenants of restoration), our message to you is not "Yes" and "No."  
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by me and Silas 
and Timothy, was not "Yes" and "No," but in him it has always been "Yes."  20 For 
no matter how many promises (i.e. covenants) God has made, they are "Yes" in 
Christ (i.e. they will all find fulfillment “in the day of the Lord Jesus”). And so through 
him the "Amen" is spoken by us (i.e. “witness” to coming fulfillment of messianic 
promises) to the glory of God.  21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand 
firm in Christ. He anointed us (with power for demonstration),  22 set his seal of 
ownership (cf. Eph. 1:13) on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come (i.e. resurrection and Kingdom). (NIV 2 Corinthians 
1:14-22) 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing (i.e. 
experiencing death), yet the inward man is being renewed day by day (in faith and 
belief in the messianic promises).  17 For our light affliction (under death and 
anthropocracies in this age), which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory (under messianic restoration in the age to 
come),  18 while we do not look at the things which are seen (present world order, i.e. 
death and anthropocracy), but at the things which are not seen (future world order, i.e. 
life and theocracy). For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.  5:1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent 
(i.e. our dying body), is destroyed, we have a building from God (i.e. our resurrected 
body), a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens (cf. Mt. 6:20; 19:21; 1 
Tim. 6:19; etc.)… 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also 
has given us the Spirit as a guarantee (“a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come” NIV). 
(NKJV 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5) 

And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 
which he purposed in Christ (Messiah),  10 to be put into effect (Gk. oikonomia: Gk. 
oikos “house” + Gk. nomos “law”) when the times will have reached their fulfillment-- 
to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head (Gk. 
anakephalaiomai, Gk. ana “again” + Gk. kephalaioo “bring under headings”), even 
Christ… 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation (inclusion in the messianic restoration), and believed in him (as OT Messiah), 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit (as a deposit),  14 who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance (i.e. resurrection) until we acquire possession of it (in the Messianic 
Kingdom), to the praise of his glory. (NIV Ephesians 1:9-14) 

• Author …that in the fullness (tou/ plhrw,matoj, nGNS) of the times (tw/n kairw/n, 
nGMP) of the household administration (oivkonomi,an, nAFS), all things (ta. pa,nta, 
aANP) in the heavens (evpi. toi/j ouvranoi/j, nDMP) and on the earth (evpi. th/j gh/j, 
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nGFS) would again be brought together under headship (avnakefalaiw,sasqai, 
vAMInf) in the Messiah (evn tw/| Cristw/|, nDMS)." (Ephesians 1:10) 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus… 8 he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!  9 Therefore God exalted 
him to the highest place (presently, governmentally) and gave him the name that is 
above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 
(eschatologically, in submission to his governance), in heaven (Gk. epouranios aMPG) 
and on earth and under the earth (cf. Sheol; implying resurrection of righteous and 
wicked, cf. Dan. 12:2; Mt. 25:32ff; Jn. 5:29; Acts 24:15),  11 and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord (cf. Is. 45:23), to the glory of God the Father. (NIV 

Philippians 2:9-11) 

I want to know Christ (Messiah) and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead (in the Messianic Kingdom)… 20 
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior (to establish the 
Kingdom), the Lord Jesus Christ,  21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself 
(governmentally).  4:1 Therefore, my brothers… 3 help these women who have 
contended at my side in the cause of the gospel… whose names are in the book of 
life (i.e. resurrection, cf. Dan. 12:1; Rev. 20:12). (ESV Philippians 3:10-4:3) 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above (in the 
heavens), where Christ is seated at the right hand of God (cf. Ps. 110:1; Acts 2:34f; 
Heb. 10:13f).  2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth (cf. Mt. 6:33).  3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 
When Christ (Messiah) who is your life appears (for messianic restoration), then you 
also will appear with him in glory (cf. resurrection of the body). (ESV Colossians 3:1-4) 

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you  7 and give relief to 
you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven (for messianic restoration) in blazing fire with his powerful 
angels (cf. Zech. 14:5; Enoch 1:9).  8 He will punish those who do not know God and 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his 
power (i.e. Messianic Kingdom; cf. “glorious throne”—Mt. 19:28; 25:31)  10 on the day he 
comes to be glorified in his holy people (governmentally; cf. Ps. 149:9; Is. 49:23; 
60:11ff; Dan. 7:27; 12:3) and to be marveled at among all those who have believed (in 
him as Messiah). (NIV 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10) 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (Messiah) and our being gathered 
to him… 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until 
the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed (by the rebellion, cf. 
Dan. 8:13), the man doomed to destruction… 5 Don't you remember that when I was 
with you (“three Sabbath days”--Acts 17:2) I used to tell you these things (specifics of 
eschatology)? … 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in 
the glory (of the Messianic Kingdom) of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-14) 
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• Out of one of them came another horn… 10 It grew until it reached the host of the 
heavens… 11 It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host (cf. 2 Thess. 
2:4)… 12 It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground (cf. 2 
Thess. 2:10).  13 Then I heard a holy one speaking… "How long will it take for the 
vision to be fulfilled-- the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that 
causes desolation (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3), and the surrender of the sanctuary (cf. 2 
Thess. 2:3)… 23 In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become 
completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise.  24 He will 
become very strong, but not by his own power (cf. 2 Thess. 2:9)… 25 When they 
feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. 
Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power (cf. 2 Thess. 2:8). (NIV Daniel 
8:9-25) 

3. General Epistles 

But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by 
the sacrifice of himself.  27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to 
face judgment (in the Messianic Kingdom),  28 so Christ (Messiah) was sacrificed once 
to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear 
sin, but to bring salvation (as foretold in the OT—i.e. resurrection of the dead and 
enforced global theocracy) to those who are waiting for him. (NIV Hebrews 9:26-28) 

Now listen, you (wicked) rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is 
coming upon you (in the messianic judgment)… 5 You have lived on earth in luxury 
and self-indulgence… 6 You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who 
were not opposing you.  7 Be patient, then, (righteous) brothers, until the Lord's 
coming (for messianic judgment). See how the farmer (cf. believer) waits for the land 
to yield its valuable crop (cf. righteousness on the earth; i.e. purging of the earth of 
wickedness) and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains (i.e. messianic 
judgment).  8 You too, be patient and stand firm (in faith of messianic restoration), 
because the Lord's coming is near… The Judge is standing at the door! (NIV James 
5:1-9) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead (as a firstfruits),  4 to an inheritance (i.e. resurrected 
body) that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you (until the 
time for the restoration of all things; cf. Acts 3:21),  5 who by God's power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time… 10 
Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace (of the messianic 
inheritance; cf. v.13) that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest 
care,  11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ 
(Messiah) in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ (for 
atonement) and the glories that would follow (in the Messianic Kingdom)… 13 
Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on 
the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed (from heaven to inaugurate 
the Kingdom). (NIV 1 Peter 1:3-13) 
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Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election 
sure (into the Messianic Kingdom). For if you do these things, you will never fall,  11 
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ (cf. Is. 9:7; 24:23; Dan. 2:44; 7:27; etc.)… 16 We did not follow 
cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ… 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when 
we were with him on the sacred mountain (i.e. the Mount of Transfiguration as a 
foreshadowing of the Messianic Kingdom).  19 And we have the word of the prophets 
made more certain (i.e. reaffirming OT messianic expectations), and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns (i.e. 
messianic age). (NIV 2 Peter 1:10-19) 

First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come… 4 They 
will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? (as all scoffers OT and NT have 
said)"… 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens 
existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.  6 By these waters also 
the world of that time was deluged and destroyed (as a type of the messianic 
judgment, cf. 2 Pe. 2:5-6; Mt. 24:37).  7 By the same word the present heavens and 
earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men (i.e. the Day of the Lord, cf. Joel 2:11; Zeph. 1:14-18; Mal. 4:5). (NIV 2 Peter 
3:3-7) 

4. Revelation 

And they (4 living creatures & 24 elders) sang a new song: "You are worthy to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  10 
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will 
reign on the earth (in the coming Kingdom)." (NIV Revelation 5:9-10) 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
which said: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ (“Messiah” NRSV), and he will reign for ever and ever (cf. Ps. 145:13; Dan. 
2:44; 7:14; Mic. 4:7; Zec. 14:9; etc.)." (NIV Revelation 11:15-16) 
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SESSION 9 (SN): “MYSTERY” AND NEW TESTAMENT MESSIANIC EXPECTATION 

I. THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF “MYSTERY” VS. PROGRESSIVE REVELATION 

A. The Scriptures clearly articulate God revealing “mysteries” that were unknown to those in the 
past.  This has been developed into the doctrine of “progressive revelation.”  However, what is 
revealed, and does that revelation change the ultimate plan of salvation?  Moreover, what is 
the relation of this revelation to messianic expectation? 

B. Biblical Use of “Mystery” 

• <7328> zr' raz (Aramaic) {rawz} 

Meaning:  1) secret  

Origin:  from an unused root probably meaning to attenuate, ie (fig) hide; TWOT - 2993; n 
m 

Usage:  AV - secret 9; 9  113

• <3466> musth,rion musterion {moos-tay'-ree-on} 

Meaning:  1) hidden thing, secret, mystery 1a) generally mysteries, religious secrets, 
confided only to the initiated and not to ordinary mortals 1b) a hidden or secret thing, not 
obvious to the understanding 1c) a hidden purpose or counsel 1c1) secret will 1c1a) of 
men 1c1b) of God: the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the righteous, 
which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but plain to the godly  

Origin:  from a derivative of muo (to shut the mouth); TDNT - 4:802,615; n n 

Usage:  AV - mystery 27; 27  114

1. The only Old Testament appearance of “mystery” is found in Daniel (2:18f, 27ff, 47; 4:9), 
where the LXX renders Ar. raz by Gk. musterion. 

Then the mystery (Ar. raz; Gk. musterion, LXX) was revealed to Daniel in a vision of 
the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven...  20 "Blessed be the name of 
God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and might…  21 he gives wisdom to 
the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding;  22 he reveals deep and 
hidden things…" (ESV Daniel 2:19-22) 

Daniel answered the king and said, "No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
astrologers can show to the king the mystery (Ar. raz; Gk. musterion, LXX) that the 
king has asked,  28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has 
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days… 29 To you, O 
king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and he who 
reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be." (ESV Daniel 2:27-29) 

2. However, throughout the Old Testament, the Lord reveals hidden knowledge to those whom 
He trusts and deems “wise.” 

 Dan. 2:18, 19, 27, 28, 29, 30, 47; 4:9.113

 Matt. 13:11; Mark 4:11; Luke 8:10; Rom. 11:25; 16:25; 1 Cor. 2:1, 7; 4:1; 13:2; 14:2; 15:51; Eph. 1:9; 3:3f, 9; 5:32; 6:19; Col. 114

1:26f; 2:2; 4:3; 2 Thess. 2:7; 1 Tim. 3:9, 16; Rev. 1:20; 10:7; 17:5, 7.
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When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people tremble? When disaster comes 
to a city, has not the LORD caused it?  7 Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing 
without revealing his plan (of specific temporal events) to his servants the prophets. 
(NIV Amos 3:6-7) 

3. Though some knowledge of specific future events is unknown (i.e. “sealed”), the 
overarching plan of redemption, as outlined in the covenants (beginning at creation), 
remains constant. 

"At that time… there will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the 
beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-- everyone whose 
name is found written in the book-- will be delivered.  2 Multitudes who sleep in the 
dust of the earth will awake (resurrection): some to everlasting life, others to shame 
and everlasting contempt… 4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the 
scroll until the time of the end (cf. “mystery” Rev. 10:7)…" 8 I heard, but I did not 
understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?"  9 He 
replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the 
time of the end… 13 You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to 
receive your allotted inheritance." (NIV Daniel 12:1-13) 

• And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever… "There will be no more delay!  
7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the 
mystery (Gk. musterion) of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his 
servants the prophets." (NIV Revelation 10:6-7) 

4. The use of Gk. musterion in the New Testament likewise does not refer to knowledge that 
cannot be understood, nor to a change in knowledge pertaining to overarching messianic 
expectations, but rather to knowledge of specific details that are hidden in the councils of 
the Godhead.  115

Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to 
me for you,  3 that is, the mystery (Gk. musterion) made known to me by revelation, 
as I have already written briefly.  4 In reading this, then, you will be able to 
understand my insight into the mystery (Gk. musterion) of Christ,  5 which was not 
made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit 
to God's holy apostles and prophets. (NIV Ephesians 3:2-5) 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery (Gk. 
musterion) that was kept secret for long ages  26 but has now been disclosed and 
through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to 
the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith. (NIV Romans 
16:25-26) 

C. The Effects of Progressive Revelation 

 “In most biblical passages it relates to the wise counsel of God in his guidance of history to its destiny. The most specific 115

and significant application of the concept of mystery is to the plan of God regarding the death of Christ. It does not refer to a secret that 
God is unwilling to tell or to something so obscure that it could not be understood even if told.” [Walter A. Elwell and Philip Wesley 
Comfort, Tyndale Bible Dictionary (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 2001), 925.]
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1. Based on a perverted understanding of “mystery,” the doctrine of “progressive revelation” 
developed early in the Church in context to Gnosticism.  Though Gnosticism was ultimately 
rejected, the remnants of the belief that God is revealing secret hidden knowledge, of which 
the apostles were ignorant, has persisted. 

2. This led to a juxtaposing the Old Testament against the New Testament (as typified in 
Marcionism), the remnants of which are still prevalent in the church today. 

“Although both the Old and New Testaments are inspired, it is a canon of interpretation 
that revelation is progressive. Therefore, in formulating truths about God and His dealing 
with man, the New Testament has priority over the Old Testament.”  116

3. The mysteries spoken of in the New Testament never change nor violate any of the 
covenants.  In most modern theology, the doctrine of progressive revelation is used to 
validate the reinterpretation of the covenants or the advancement of a particular doctrine.  

4. The modern use of progressive revelation undermines and invalidates the central beliefs of 
the apostolic church, i.e. the resurrection and the Kingdom.  If revelation is “progressing,” 
then it is assumed that people’s understanding of salvation as a whole is progressing, and 
thus the view of the “primitive church” ought to be abandoned.  117

II. THE EIGHT-FOLD MESSIANIC MYSTERY 

A. The Dual-Coming of Messiah 

1. The Delay between Comings 

And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?"  
11 Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries (Gk. 
musterion) of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.  12 For 
whoever has (presently), to him more shall be given (eschatologically), and he will 
have an abundance; but whoever does not have (presently), even what he has shall 
be taken away from him (presently)… 17 For truly I say to you that many prophets 
and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear, and did not hear it. (NASB Matthew 13:10-17; cf. Mk. 4:11; Lk. 8:10) 

• The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field… 26 When 
the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared… 28 The 
servants asked him, "Do you want us to go and pull them up?"  29 "No," he 
answered… 30 "Let both grow together until the harvest (i.e. time between sowing 
and harvesting)…" (NIV Matthew 13:24-30)  118

 Paul P. Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology (Chicago: Moody Press, 1997), 150.116

 “An orthodox doctrine that evangelicals have long held is the belief in progressive revelation; God did not reveal all truth 117

about Himself at one time but revealed Himself “piecemeal,” portion by portion to different people throughout history (cf. Heb. 1:1). 
Biblical theology traces that progress of revelation, noting the revelation concerning Himself that God has given in a particular era or 
through a particular writer. Hence, God’s self-disclosure was not as advanced to Noah and Abraham as it was to Isaiah. An earlier book 
of the New Testament, such as James, reflects a more primitive view of the church than books written later, such as the pastoral 
epistles.” (The Moody Handbook of Theology, 20.)

 “Another aspect of this passage lies in the unasked question as to why, if the Messiah has come, evil still persists in the 118

world. The servants in one of the parables wanted to pull up the weeds, symbolizing evil or evil persons, but were told to allow them to 
grow until the time of harvest—that is, the judgment (Mt 13:24–30). The persistence of evil in the world and the way God will eventually 
deal with it is one of the ‘mysteries.’” (Tyndale Bible Dictionary, 926.)
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• And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and 
all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it (cf. 
covenant of creation and hope of Messianic Seed), and said, "There will be no more 
delay (in the establishment of justice on the earth)!  7 But in the days when the 
seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery (Gk. musterion) of God 
will be accomplished (primarily concerning the “delay”), just as he announced to his 
servants the prophets." (NIV Revelation 10:6-7)  119

2. The Suffering of the Messiah before the Glory of Messiah 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?"… 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ 
(“Messiah” NLT), the Son of the living God (cf. 2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:7; 72:1)."  17 Jesus 
replied, "Blessed are you (affirming Peter’s messianic expectations), Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven… 21 
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall 
never happen to you (as Messiah)!"… 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his 
Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person (in the messianic 
government) according to what he has done (cf. Is. 40:10; 62:11). (NIV Matthew 
16:13-27) 

• He (Jesus) said to them (disciples), "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken!  26 Did not the Christ have to suffer 
these things and then enter his glory (“before entering his glory” NLT)?"  27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself (concerning the pre-glory suffering). (NIV Luke 
24:25-27) 

• This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 
(concerning atonement) that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms… This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached 
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (before the Messiah enters into 
his glory). (NIV Luke 24:44-47) 

B. The Governmental Consolidation of the Heavens and the Earth under One Head 

And he made known to us the mystery (Gk. musterion) of his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times will have 
reached their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one 
head, even Christ. (NIV Ephesians 1:9-10) 

 “The mystery which has been revealed in time still awaits its divine consummation and fulfilment in eternity. This is the 119

sense in which the term must be understood in Rev. 10:7: the ‘mystery of God’ already announced will be corporately fulfilled without 
delay, ‘in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel’. And this is equally true in terms of personal salvation—the 
‘mystery’ of ‘being changed’ when the trumpet sounds, of mortality’s being finally replaced by immortality (1 Cor. 15:51ff).” [D. R. W. 
Wood and I. Howard Marshall, New Bible Dictionary, 3rd ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 795.]
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Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations… 20 And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age." (NIV Matthew 28:18-20) 

• May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.  16 The highest 
heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to man. (NIV Psalm 115:15-16) 

• Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is 
the house that you would build for me?" (ESV Isaiah 66:1) 

• …in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world…  3 After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  4 having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. (ESV 

Hebrews 1:2-4) 

C. The Gentiles Brought into the Covenant and Made Fellow Heirs with Israel 

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth… 12 were separate 
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ… 15 His 
purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace… 19 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's 
people and members of God's household… 3:4 In reading this, then, you will be able to 
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ… 6 This mystery is that through the 
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and 
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. (NIV Ephesians 2:11-3:6) 

• If the dough (Messiah) offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump (messianic 
assembly), and if the root (Messiah) is holy, so are the branches (messianic assembly).  
17 But if some of the branches (unbelieving ethnic Jews) were broken off, and you, 
although a wild olive shoot (believing gentiles), were grafted in among the others and 
now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  18 do not be arrogant toward the 
branches… 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted 
in, for God has the power to graft them in again.  24 For if you were cut from what is 
by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive 
tree. (ESV Romans 11:16-24) 

D. The Partial Hardening of Ethnic Israel unto the Fullness of the Gentiles 

What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the 
rest were hardened, 8 as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that 
would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day." (cf. Deut. 29:4; Is. 
29:10)…  11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! 
Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel 
jealous… 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their 
acceptance mean but life from the dead? (implying the common expectation that Messiah 
will come when Israel returns to the Lord)… 25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be 
uninformed of this mystery (Gk. musterion)-- so that you will not be wise in your own 
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estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in;  26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written… (NASB 

Romans 11:7-26) 

• A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him… 4 He will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked… 11 In that day the Lord will 
reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people… 12 
He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble 
the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth. (NIV Isaiah 11:1-12) 

• The days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up to David a righteous 
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  6 In his 
days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he 
will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.  7 So then, the days are coming, 
declares the LORD… 8 they will say, "As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the 
descendants of Israel up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries 
where he had banished them." Then they will live in their own land (under the 
headship of the Branch who resurrects the righteous)." (NIV Jeremiah 23:5-8) 

• Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, 
and will gather them from all around, and bring them to their own land… 24 My 
servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd… 25 
They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. 
They and their children and their children's children shall dwell there forever, and 
David my servant shall be their prince forever. (ESV Ezekiel 37:21-25) 

E. Outpouring of the Holy Spirit as a Deposit of the Coming Resurrection 

I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word 
of God in its fullness--  26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and 
generations, but is now disclosed to the saints.  27 To them God has chosen to make 
known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery (Gk. musterion), which is 
Christ in you (as a deposit), the hope of glory (i.e. the resurrection).  28 We proclaim him, 
admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone perfect in Christ (at his coming). (NIV Colossians 1:24-28) 

• In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  14 who is the guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (ESV 

Ephesians 1:11-14) 

• For we know that if our earthly house (mortal body), this tent, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God (immortal body), a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens… 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee (of the resurrection). (NKJV 2 Corinthians 5:1-5) 

F. Regenerational Resurrection of the Righteous Who Are Living at the Coming of Messiah 

Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery (Gk. 
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musterion); we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53 For this perishable must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality (to inherit the kingdom of God). 
(NASB 1 Corinthians 15:50-53) 

• According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left 
till the coming of the Lord (cf. Great Distress), will certainly not precede those who 
have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first.  17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 
be with the Lord forever. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) 

G. The Messiah’s Inheritance of the Saints as a Bride  

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  26 
that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word… 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ does the church,  30 because we are members of his body.  31 "Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh." (cf. Gen. 2:24)  32 This mystery (Gk. musterion) is profound (“great mystery” 
KJV/NKJV/NASB/NRSV/NLT), and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
(ESV Ephesians 5:25-32) 

H. The Mystery of Anti-Messianic Lawlessness 

Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?  6 And you 
know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time.  7 For the 
mystery (Gk. musterion) of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it 
will do so until he is out of the way.  8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the 
appearance of his coming. (ESV 2 Thessalonians 2:5-8) 

• I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it 
had seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 
adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality.  5 And on her forehead 
was written a name of mystery (Gk. musterion): "Babylon the great, mother of 
prostitutes and of earth's abominations." (ESV Revelation 17:3-5) 
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I. INTRODUCTION: REVIEW OF COVENANT AND THE ADAMIC ORDER 

A. Nature of Covenant 

1. Covenants are governmental agreements made between 
governments in every arena of life: political (e.g. city, state, nation, 
etc), professional (education, business, military, etc), and private 
(civic, religious, recreational, family, etc). 

2. All covenants incorporate the same basic elements: two 
governments (G) take an oath of loyalty (O) and agree on some set 
of stipulations (S).  If the stipulations are met, then benefits (B) are 
given, which ultimately lead to well-being (WB). 

B. Covenant of Creation  

1. The Covenant of Creation, or “Edenic Covenant” (i.e. Gen. 1:3-2:25, 
cf. Jer. 33:20-26; Ps. 119:88-91), was established for the benefit of 
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infinite propagation of well-being (cf. “good,” cf. Gen. 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31) by means 
of intimacy and communion (cf. “image,” cf. Gen. 1:26f; 3:8).  The Adamic Order was thus 
the pinnacle of creation, receiving from God the “blessing,” i.e. governmental favor, to “rule 
over all the earth” (Gen. 1:26; cf. Ps. 8:4ff; 115:15f). 

2. However, the stipulation of this continued governmental favor unto infinite well-being was 
restraint from indulgence in the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil (i.e. governmental 
rebellion by means of pride and moral autonomy).  Insurrection would thus lead to loss of 
governmental favor expressed existentially through death (cf. Gen. 2:17; lit. “dying you will 
die”). 

C. Covenant of Restoration 

1. After the breaking of the original covenant, God promised a Seed that would come forth to 
restore the benefits of the original covenant by crushing the “head” of Satan (Gen. 3:15) 
and rescuing humanity from the dust to which he would inevitably return (Gen. 3:19).  This 
purging of the earth’s wickedness and the resurrection of the dead are the central and 
eternal hope of all humanity, i.e. the “gospel” of the restored Adamic Order (cf. Acts 3:21; 
Rom. 5:12ff; 1 Cor. 15:21ff; Rev. 11:15; etc.). 

2. The stipulations of this restoration are assumed to be the same stipulations of the original 
Edenic Covenant (i.e. governmental submission concerning the knowledge of good versus 
evil) with the addition of repentance for sin/transgression and belief in the God to 
accomplish the restoration and provide the righteousness necessary therein (represented 
by the offering of sacrifices, cf. Gen. 3:21; 4:4, 26; 8:20; 9:5-6; Heb. 11:4). 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and 
some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  21 And when the 
LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again 
curse the ground because of man…" 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and 
said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth… 5 for your lifeblood I will 
require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow 
man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. (ESV Genesis 8:20-9:5) 

3. This becomes the existential context and the basis of all stipulations and benefits for all 
parties involved in future covenants made with man.  The covenants make no sense if 
there is not a baseline of messianic expectation rooted in the Adamic Covenant.  120

 Though there are an abundance of covenants made in the Scriptures—e.g. Cain (Gen. 4:10ff); Noah (Gen. 9:1-17); Ishmael 120

(Gen. 17:20ff); Isaac (Gen. 26:3f); Jacob (Gen. 28:13ff); Levites (Ex. 32:29; Num. 3:12f; Neh. 13:29; Jer. 33:21); Phinehas (Num. 
25:12f); second generational Israel (Deut. 29-30); Joshua, et al. (Josh. 24:25); Saul (1 Sam. 13:13); Absalom (2 Sam. 15:7f); Solomon 
(1 Ki. 3:11ff; 6:12f); Jeroboam (1 Ki. 11:35ff); Asa (2 Chr. 15:12-15); Josiah (2 Ki. 23:3); Nehemiah (Neh. 9:38ff); Zerubabbel (Hag. 
2:23); Joshua the high priest (Zech. 3:6ff); Peter (Mt. 16:18f); Disciples (Mt. 19:28ff; Lk. 22:29f)—Only four post-Adamic covenants will 
be examined in this work—Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic and New—since these are the primary covenants addressed in the New 
Testament concerning the resurrection and Kingdom (cf. Mt. 1:1; Lk. 1:32, 69; 24:27, 44; Acts 10:43; 24:14; 26:22; Rom. 4:1-25; 7:1-25 
1 Cor. 10:1-13; 2 Cor. 3:7-18; Gal. 3:6-29; Col. 2:6-23; Heb. 4-10; 1 Pe. 2:4-12; Rev. 22:16).  

Thus, all the covenants can be uniformly interpreted within the overarching context of the original Adamic Order and the 
eschatological Messianic Seed, without unduly exalting some covenants over others within a covenantal framework of “works” vs. 
“grace” or arbitrarily arranging the covenants within a dispensational framework of “conditional” vs. “unconditional” according to their 
various dispensational functions.  This “narrative format” for interpreting the covenants establishes continuity of expectation between 
the covenants and throughout the Scriptures.
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Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God,  15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God (i.e. benefits) is at 
hand; repent and believe (i.e. stipulations) in the gospel." (ESV Mark 1:14-15) 

4. Without a comogenical framework to work within, the benefits and stipulations of the 
covenants can be manipulated arbitrarily to various theological agendas.  Moreover, a 
common cosmogenical base defines the “bottom line” of all the covenants—the calling forth 
of righteousness and faith in the heart of man. 

II. ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 

A. Introduction and Narrative Context 

1. The center and ultimate purpose of the Abrahamic Covenant is the Messianic Seed (Gen. 
13:15; 17:7f; 22:17f).  It is within the Messianic Seed of Gen. 3:15 that the governmental 
favor from the throne in the heavens will be restored to all the nations of the earth as it was 
in the beginning. 

By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing, and 
have not withheld your son, your only son,  17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I 
will greatly multiply your seed (corporately under the Messianic Head) as the stars of 
the heavens… 18 And in your seed (nation under the Messianic Head) all the nations 
(Hb. goyim) of the earth shall be blessed (receive governmental favor; cf. Gen. 12:1-3), 
because you have obeyed My voice. (NASB Genesis 22:16-18) 

a) The New Testament makes this abundantly clear.  The purpose of the Abrahamic 
Covenant was ultimately to bring forth the Messiah.  121

The promises (i.e. covenants) were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The 
Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your 
seed," meaning one person, who is Christ (i.e. Messiah)… 19 What, then, was the 
purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 
whom the promise referred had come. (NIV Galatians 3:16-19) 

b) Moreover, it is clearly articulated that the Abrahamic Covenant is ultimately unto the 
restoration of the Adamic Order (i.e. resurrection and enforced theocracy), which is 
accomplished by means of the Messianic Seed (cf. Acts 3:21-26; Rom. 4:13-25; Heb. 
6:1-19). 

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that 
times of refreshing (Gk. anapsuxis, i.e. resurrection) may come from the presence 
of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,  21 
whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things (Gk. 
apokatastasis, i.e. to the original Adamic order) about which God spoke by the 
mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time (“since the world began” KJV/
NKJV)… 25 It is you who are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham (concerning the restoration of all 

 Because the language of the covenants in the Old Testament seems dull initially, it is beneficial to begin with the 121

perspective and commentary of the apostolic witness.  The course has thus far tried to establish the digression of humanity and the loss 
of the simple messianic witness of the Church.  Thus, the apostolic witness is assumed to be trustworthy and superior to modern 
commentary, an assumption I believe will be vindicated on the last Day.



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 10: Old Testament Survey of Messianic Israelology                Page  of 178 264

things to the Adamic Order), "And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed." (cf. Gen. 12:3; 22:18)  26 For you first, God raised up His Servant, and 
sent Him (Gk. proton, “first” ESV/NRSV/NIV/NLT) to bless you by turning every 
one of you from your wicked ways (before sending him again to bless you by 
restoring the original Adamic Order). (NASB Acts 3:20-26) 

2. The immediate narrative context of the Abrahamic Covenant is Tower of Babylon (Gen. 
11:1-9) and the Table of Nations (Gen. 10).  God dispersed the post-flood inhabitants 
across the face of the earth because of their rebellion and rejection of the Noahic Covenant 
(Gen. 9:1-17). 

Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the 
heavens (where God sits enthroned), and let us make a name for ourselves 
(independent government), lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth (cf. 
9:1)." … 6 And the LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they have all one 
language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do (in rebellion)… 8 So the 
LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth. (ESV Genesis 11:4-8) 

a) The “nations” (Hb. goyim) were primarily delineated by their language, familial descent, 
and region of dispersion after the Tower of Babylon. 

These are the sons of Shem, by their clans (Hb. mishpachah), their languages, 
their lands, and their nations (Hb. goyim).  32 These are the clans (Hb. 
mishpachah) of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations 
(Hb. goyim), and from these the nations (Hb. goyim) spread abroad on the earth 
after the flood. (ESV Genesis 10:31-32) 

b) God therefore calls forth a man out of the nations to prepare the nations for the coming 
Seed.  God designates one clan (Abraham) that speaks one language (Hebrew), in one 
land (Canaan), to be the nation that would bring forth the Seed, in whom all the nations 
would be restored to their intended glory.  Moreover, the Adamic Order was the primary 
context for Abraham understanding “blessing” (cf. resurrection) and “cursing” (cf. death) 
within the covenant. 

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country (Ur of the Chaldeans, cf. 
15:7) and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  2 
And I will make of you a great nation (Hb. goy), and I will bless you and make 
your name great (cf. 11:4), so that you will be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you (and your Seed, cf. 
22:18) all the families (Hb. mishpachah, cf. 10:31f) of the earth shall be blessed (cf. 
Gen. 1:28)." (ESV Genesis 12:1-3) 

c) The Abrahamic covenant must thus be seen within the context of and as a necessary 
response to the Tower of Babylon rebellion.  Had the Tower of Babylon never happened, 
there would be only one goy, the Adamic nation, with a singular hope in the Adamic 
Seed.  Because of Babylon, there is a distinction between one goy (i.e. descendants of 
Abraham) and all the other goyim (i.e. nations/gentiles). 

B. Covenantal Format 

1. Benefits/Inheritance 
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a) Like the original Edenic Covenant, the Abrahamic Covenant assumes the ultimate 
benefit of eternal life and the propagation of infinite well-being through intimacy with the 
Godhead. 

I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you 
and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God 
and the God of your descendants after you. (NIV Genesis 17:7) 

Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. (NIV Revelation 21:3) 

b) Moreover, like the Adamic Covenant after the Fall, the Abrahamic Covenant assumes 
the benefits of resurrection from the dust and restoration of the original Adamic 
Kingdom.  However, it is added that this resurrection and kingdom will be given to 
Abraham and his descendants within the land of Canaan. 

And he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to possess."  8 But he said, "O Lord GOD, how 
am I to know that I shall possess it?" (ESV Genesis 15:7-8) 

• Jesus replied (to the Sadducees), "You are in error because you do not know 
the Scriptures (i.e. the covenants, cf. v.32) or the power of God (i.e. what power is 
unto)… 31 But about the resurrection of the dead-- have you not read what God 
said to you,  32 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob'? (i.e. “God of” = covenant maker/keeper) He is not the God of the dead 
but of the living (i.e. God makes covenants with living human beings, and thus he 
will fulfill those covenants with living human beings, not dead ones)." (NIV Matthew 
22:29-32) 

As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  
5 No longer will you be called Abram (lit. “exalted father/chief”); your name will be 
Abraham (lit. “father/chief of a multitude”), for I have made you a father of many 
nations.  6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will 
come from you… 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will 
give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I 
will be their God." (NIV Genesis 17:4-8) 

• It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise 
(i.e. covenant) that he would be heir of the world (restoring the Adamic Order and 
enforced theocracy), but through the righteousness that comes by faith… 16 
Therefore, the (eschatological) promise comes (i.e. is received) by faith, so that it 
may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring… He is the 
father of us all.  17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of many 
nations." (cf. Gen. 17:5) He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed-- the God who gives life to the dead (i.e. resurrection of the dead) and 
calls things that are not (i.e. restored theocratic order) as though they were (cf. 
“have made you”--v.17).  18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so 
became (“that he should become” ESV, cf. KJV/NASB/NRSV/NLT) the father of 
many nations, just as it had been said to him… 19 Without weakening in his 
faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead-- since he was about 
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a hundred years old-- and that Sarah's womb was also dead.  20 Yet he did not 
waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God (i.e. resurrection and 
global theocracy), but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,  21 
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. (NIV 

Romans 4:13-21)  

c) Thus, Abraham sees himself and his Seed as the ordained means by which the earth 
will be restored.  Though the earth had rebelled in Adam, and though it had rebelled at 
Babylon, God would restore the nations in the resurrection in connection with Abraham. 

I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation (Hb. goy) and a 
community of nations (Hb. goyim) will come from you, and kings will come from 
your body.  12 The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will 
give this land to your descendants after you (cf. Gen. 15:7; 28:13). (NIV Genesis 
35:11-12) 

2. Stipulations/Obligations 

a) Since the Abrahamic Covenant assumes the original Edenic Covenant, it thus assumes 
the stipulations therein, i.e. governmental submission concerning the knowledge of 
good versus evil.  Thus, Abraham and his descendants are commanded to walk before 
the Lord and be blameless. 

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before Me (in submission), and be 
blameless (concerning repentance).  2 I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly." (NASB Genesis 17:1-2) 

For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so 
that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him. (ESV Genesis 
18:19) 

b) Moreover, it is assumes the same stipulations of the Adamic Covenant after the Fall, i.e. 
the need for repentance concerning sin and transgression and belief in God to 
accomplish the restoration of all things. 

Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  11 But the 
angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven… 12 "Do not do anything to 
him. Now I know that you fear God (concerning judgment, reflecting repentance), 
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son… 16 I swear by 
myself, declares the LORD… 17 I will surely bless you… 18 and through your 
offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." (NIV 

Genesis 22:10-18) 

He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars-- if 
indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. (NIV 

Genesis 15:5-6) 
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(1) This repentance and belief is symbolized by the offering of sacrifices.  The sacrifice 
of the animal represents the acknowledgement of the heart that punishment is 
deserved—life for life, blood for blood. 

The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this 
land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  8 
From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent… 
There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. (NIV 

Genesis 12:7-8) 

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" 
Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is 
the lamb for the burnt offering?" (NIV Genesis 22:7) 

Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he would 
sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children 
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular 
custom. (NIV Job 1:5) 

(2) Moreover, this is the purpose of the circumcision of the flesh.  It is a sign of the 
circumcised repentant and believing heart, since it concerns the very means by 
which the Messianic Seed would be brought forth. 

This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the 
covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.  11 
You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and you… 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been 
circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people (thus cut off from the 
Seed); he has broken my covenant (assuming rejection of the sign as a 
consequence of rejection of repentance and belief). (NIV Genesis 17:10-14) 

To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the 
earth and everything in it.  15 Yet the LORD set his affection on your 
forefathers (cf. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) and loved them, and he chose 
you, their descendants, above all the nations (for inclusion in the Messianic 
Kingdom), as it is today.  16 Circumcise your hearts (i.e. repent and believe), 
therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. (NIV Deuteronomy 10:14-16) 

"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will punish all who are 
circumcised only in the flesh (cf. Gen. 17:9-14)--  26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, 
Ammon, Moab and all who live in the desert in distant places. For all these 
nations are really uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is 
uncircumcised in heart (i.e. lack repentance and belief)." (NIV Jeremiah 
9:25-26) 
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c) Like the Adamic Covenant it is assumed that God’s stipulations are to preserve and 
protect the repentant heart and provide the atonement necessary for restoration of all 
things. 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great (under the protection of 
God)." (ESV Genesis 15:1) 

Abraham said (to Isaac), "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son." So they went both of them together… 13 And Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 
by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son.  14 So Abraham called the name of that place, "The 
LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall 
be provided." (ESV Genesis 22:8-14) 

C. Summary and Conclusions 

1. The purpose of the Abrahamic Covenant is to set apart a people (Hb. mishpachah), a 
nation (Hb. goy) among the nations (Hb. goyim) of the earth (cf. Gen. 10), to inherit the 
promises of the Adamic Covenant (Gen. 1:26-3:24).  In context to this nation, all the nations 
of the earth will participate in the blessing of God, i.e. resurrection. 

2. Thus, the descendants of Abraham are essentially the family/nation chosen by God to 
receive the benefits of the Kingdom; however, this blessing is contingent upon a repentant 
and believing heart which is signified by circumcision and sacrifice. 
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3. Since all covenants are “conditional,” so also is the Abrahamic.  Though the availability of 
the reward is never in question, the inheritance of such blessings is always contingent upon 
continued repentance and belief.  Even at the end of Abraham’s life, after passing the “test” 
of sacrificing Isaac (Gen. 22:1-18), it is assumed that his own inheritance of the land and 
kingdom is still contingent upon his remaining in the same state of repentance and faith to 
the end.   

4. Despite much modern commentary to the contrary, the Abrahamic Covenant has not been 
fulfilled nor consummated.   The writer of Hebrews clearly places the fulfillment of the 122

Abrahamic Covenant in the future, referencing it to “the end” as an “anchor of the soul.” 

And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full 
assurance of hope until the end,  12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators 
of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  13 For when God 
made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he 
swore by himself… 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs 
of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an 
oath,  18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to 
lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to 
the hope set before us.  19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. 
(ESV Hebrews 6:11-19) 

III. MOSAIC COVENANT 

A. Introduction and Narrative Context 

1. The covenant at Mount Sinai is specifically made with the descendants of Abraham (cf. Ex. 
3:6ff; 19:3; 24:1; Deut. 6:10; 7:8; etc.), as prophesied to Abraham (cf. Gen. 15:13-16), and 
thus it assumes all the same stipulations and benefits therein.  Circumcision, the primary 
sign of the Abrahamic Covenant, is thus inherent within the Mosaic Covenant (cf. Ex. 
12:44ff; Lev. 12:3; Jos. 5:2ff). 

Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you are all astonished.  22 Yet, because 
Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but 
from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath.  23 Now if a child can 
be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why 
are you angry with me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? (NIV John 7:21-23) 

 Just because aspects of some of the covenants seem to have been fulfilled historically, it does not mean that the covenants 122

have been fulfilled.  Covenants are cohesive wholes, i.e. the Seed (individual and collective), the Nation and the Land are joined 
together and interdependent within the covenant.  Thus, the fulfillment of aspects of a covenant only point to its full consummation (cf. 
Hb. 11:32-40).  Passages commonly quoted by amillennialists, such as Jos. 21:43-45; 23:14; Ne. 9:8 (though directly contradicted by 
Jdg. 2:20-23), do not speak of the fulfillment of all aspects of the covenant, but rather only particular aspects (cf. Gen. 15:12-16), which 
only serve to testify to the fulfillment of all aspects of the covenant (cf. Acts 7:5ff).  In other words, the possession of the land of Canaan 
was only meant to strengthen the hope of the coming Messiah who would extend righteousness from that land to the ends of the earth 
(cf. Ps. 72:8; Zech. 9:10; etc.) 

Moreover, the writer of Hebrews specifically addresses the issue of the fulfillment of the covenant in Joshua’s day (a mistake 
seemingly also taught by some Jewish rabbis at the time of Christ) when speaking of entering the “Sabbath rest” (Heb. 3-4)—i.e. the 
Son being “appointed heir of all things” (1:2), His subjecting “the world to come” (2:5), “the hope” of that subjection (3:6), etc.  Though 
dwelling in the land with a king, David still exhorts the Israelites to avoid the unbelief of those in the wilderness that they might enter into 
the future fulfillment of the covenant (4:6-8), the divine rest established at creation (4:3).
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a) The Mosaic Covenant at Sinai was therefore a corporate reiteration of the Abrahamic 
Covenant.  Accordingly, there are no significant elements of the Mosaic Covenant that 
are not already present in the Abrahamic Covenant. 

God also said to Moses, "I am the LORD.  3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and 
to Jacob as God Almighty… 4 I also established my covenant with them to give 
them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.  5 Moreover, I have heard 
the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have 
remembered my covenant.  6 Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the LORD, 
and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians… 7 I will take you 
as my own people, and I will be your God (cf. Gen. 17:7)… 8 And I will bring you 
to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. 
I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.'" (NIV Exodus 6:2-8) 

I will make your (Isaac’s) descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 
will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth 
will be blessed (cf. Gen. 12:3; 22:18),  5 because Abraham obeyed me and kept 
my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws. (NIV Genesis 26:4-5) 

b) The Mosaic Covenant could thus be summed up as a “reiterated oath” (Deut. 7:7-9) or 
“confirmed oath” (Deut. 8:18; 9:4-5) that God first made with Abraham.   

The LORD did not set his affection on you (i.e. initiate covenant) and choose you 
(to become/inherit the “great nation”) because you were more numerous than other 
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  8 But it was because the LORD 
loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you 
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is 
God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand 
generations (into which the Israelites were incorporated) of those who love him and 
keep his commands… 12 If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to 
follow them, then the LORD your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as 
he swore to your forefathers. (NIV Deuteronomy 7:7-12) 

Do not say in your heart when the LORD your God has driven them out before 
you, "Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess 
this land," but it is… in order to confirm (Hb. qum ) the oath which the LORD 123

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (NASB Deuteronomy 9:4-5) 

These are the terms of the covenant the LORD commanded Moses to make with 
the Israelites in Moab, in addition to the covenant he had made with them at 
Horeb.  2 Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them… 12 "You are 
standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a 
covenant the LORD is making with you this day and sealing with an oath,  13 to 
confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised 

 The Hebrew word qum means “to rise, arise, stand, rise up, stand up” (Strong’s), which is the basis for the translation 123

“confirm,” since the Abrahamic Covenant is “raised/stood up” at Sinai, so to say, and is made strong in the hearts of the Israelites.  Note 
also the English definition of “confirm”: “1) Establish or strengthen as with new evidence or facts, 2) Strengthen or make more firm.” 
(HyperDictionary.com, “Confirm,” available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=confirm). 

http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=confirm
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you and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (NIV 

Deuteronomy 29:1-13) 

c) Consequently, the Mosaic Covenant reiterates the promise of Abraham’s descendants 
becoming a “great nation” (Gen. 12:2; 22:17; cf. Ex. 32:10ff; Deut. 1:10f; 13:17f).  The 
promised nation is also rearticulated as the “treasured possession” of God (Ex. 19:5; 
Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18), His eternal “inheritance” (Deut. 4:20; 9:29; 32:9). 

This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the 
people of Israel:  4 "You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  5 Now if you obey me 
fully and keep my covenant (as did Abraham, et al., cf. Gen. 22:18; 26:5; etc.), then 
out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth 
is mine,  6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." (NIV Exodus 
19:3-6) 

I prayed to the LORD and said, "O Sovereign LORD, do not destroy your people, 
your own inheritance that you redeemed by your great power and brought out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand.  27 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob." (NIV Deuteronomy 9:26-27) 

2. Like the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic Covenant thus assumes as its center and 
ultimate purpose the coming of the Messianic Seed (cf. Gal. 3:19-24; Rom. 5:14-21). 

a) Like the other covenants the New Testament clarifies this.  Again the commentary of the 
apostolic witness concerning the authorial intent of Scripture is considered superior to 
modern commentary. 

The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed… who is Christ… 17 The 
law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously 
established by God and thus do away with the promise… 19 What, then, was the 
purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 
whom the promise referred had come… 24 So the law was put in charge to lead 
us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. (NIV Galatians 3:16-24) 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had 
not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was 
to come (thus implying that Moses exemplified the type)… 20 The Law came in so 
that the transgression would increase (unto recognition of death and humanity’s 
need of the Messianic Seed, cf. 3:19-21); but where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more,  21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign 
through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (NASB 

Romans 5:14-21) 

The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have 
found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ)… 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, 
"We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote-- Jesus of Nazareth." (NIV John 1:41-45) 

b) Though not constituting a large portion of Scripture, the idea of a coming Mosaic type 
prophet who will mediate the final covenant and initiate the restored Adamic Kingdom 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 10: Old Testament Survey of Messianic Israelology                Page  of 186 264

(Deut. 18:15-18) is central in the mind of the believer Old Testament (Is. 63:1-14; Mal. 
4:1-6) and New (Mt. 21:11; Jn. 1:21, 45; 6:14; 7:40; Acts 3:22; 7:37). 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own brothers. You must listen to him.  16 For this is what you asked of the LORD 
your God at Horeb (i.e. the small “day of the Lord”) on the day of the assembly 
when you said, "Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this 
great fire anymore, or we will die."  17 The LORD said to me: "What they say is 
good.  18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you (mediating the final covenant 
and initiating the Great Fire, i.e. the “Day of the Lord”) from among their brothers; I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 
(NIV Deuteronomy 18:15-18) 

…that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,  21 whom heaven must 
receive until the period of restoration of all things (Gk. apokatastasis, i.e. to the 
original Adamic order) about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets 
from ancient time (“since the world began” KJV/NKJV).  22 Moses said (concerning 
the Messianic Seed), "The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
your brethren; to him you shall give heed to everything He says to you.  23 And it 
will be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed 
from among the people." (cf. Deut. 18:15-19, LXX)… 25 It is you who are the sons 
of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your fathers (implying 
correspondence of the Mosaic and Abrahamic Covenants), saying to Abraham, "And 
in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed." (cf. Gen. 12:3; 22:18) 
(NASB Acts 3:20-26) 

3. Deliverance from Egypt is the immediate narrative context of the Mosaic Covenant.  The 
Mosaic Covenant, composed largely of “laws” (Hb. torah), was given to a broken enslaved 
people in coming out of the world superpower of their day, Egypt.  Integrated into the 
society and culture of the Egyptians, the descendants of Abraham were ignorant and ill-
prepared to inherit the Kingdom promised to their father Abraham.   

• <8451> hr'AT torah {to-raw'} 

Meaning:  1) law, direction, instruction 1a) instruction, direction (human or divine) 1a1) 
body of prophetic teaching 1a2) instruction in Messianic age 1a3) body of priestly 
direction or instruction 1a4) body of legal directives 1b) law 1b1) law of the burnt 
offering 1b2) of special law, codes of law 1c) custom, manner  

Origin:  from 03384; TWOT - 910d; n f 

Usage:  AV - law 219; 219 

• <3384> hr'y" yarah {yaw-raw'} 

Meaning:  1) to throw, shoot, cast, pour 1a) to throw, cast… 1b) to be shot… 1c) to 
point out, show… to direct, teach, instruct 

Origin:  a primitive root; TWOT - 910; v 

Usage:  AV - teach 42, shoot 18, archers 5, cast 5, teacher 4, rain 2, laid 1, direct 1, 
inform 1, instructed 1, misc 4; 84 
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4. Israel knew not the ways of God, which would be enforced in the coming Kingdom; 
therefore, the Mosaic Law was given “because of transgression until the Seed to whom the 
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promise referred had come.” (Gal. 3:19)  Thus, the purpose of the Mosaic Covenant was 
ultimately given as “instruction” concerning the righteousness of the coming messianic age. 

In the last days (at the coming of Messiah) the mountain of the LORD's temple will be 
established as chief among the mountains… 3 Many peoples will come and say, 
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob. He will teach us (Hb. yarah) his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The 
law (Hb. torah) will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  4 He 
will judge between the nations (by the execution of the messianic law) and will settle 
disputes for many peoples. (NIV Isaiah 2:2-4) 

Here is my servant (Messiah), whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I 
will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations (by executing the 
messianic law)… 3 In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;  4 he will not falter or be 
discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. (NIV Isaiah 42:1-4) 

The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; 
he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD (at 
the coming of Messiah)… 4 Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will 
go out from me (when Zion is restored); my justice will become a light to the nations.  
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm 
will bring justice to the nations (by executing the messianic law). (NIV Isaiah 51:3-5) 

a) Torah as Instruction Concerning Righteousness 

But before faith came (i.e. acknowledgment of the Messiah), we were kept in 
custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  
24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor (Gk. paidagogos, “schoolmaster” KJV) 
to lead us to Christ (as messianic Master/Lord), that we may be justified by faith 
(unto inclusion in his Kingdom).  25 But now that faith has come (i.e. direct 
obedience to the Master who teaches us about his coming Law), we are no longer 
under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God (i.e. heirs of the Kingdom) through 
faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ (i.e. included 
in his Kingdom) have clothed yourselves with Christ (as a direct Master and 
Teacher concerning his coming Kingdom). (NASB Galatians 3:23-27)  

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 
for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law (i.e. Mosaic Law).  9 The 
commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do 
not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in 
this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  10 Love does no harm to its 
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law (i.e. the purpose of the Law).  
11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to 
wake up from your slumber, because our salvation (i.e. inclusion in Kingdom) is 
nearer now than when we first believed.  12 The night (pre-messianic age) is 
nearly over; the day (messianic age, cf. “day of the Lord”) is almost here. So let us 
put aside the deeds of darkness (as revealed by Mosaic Law, cf. “commandments”) 
and put on the armor of light (righteousness of messianic age, cf. “love”).  13 Let us 
behave decently, as in the daytime (as in the messianic age), not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and 
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jealousy (aspects of the Mosaic Law pointing to the “daytime”).  14 Rather, clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ (living now as in the age to come under the 
Messianic Law), and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful 
nature. (NIV Romans 13:8-14) 

b) Torah as Instruction Concerning Unrighteousness 

Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set 
aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this 
case.  16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed… 17 The law, 
introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously 
established by God and thus do away with the promise… 19 What, then, was the 
purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 
whom the promise referred had come. (NIV Galatians 3:15-19) 

There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil… 10 but 
glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile (i.e. eschatological context)… 12 All who sin apart from the law will also 
perish apart from the law (under execution of Messianic Law), and all who sin 
under the law will be judged by the law (i.e. Mosaic Law ends in execution of 
Messianic Law)… 14 Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by 
nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves (leading 
themselves to the standard of the Messianic Law by which they will be judged), even 
though they do not have the law (to lead them to such a standard),  15 since they 
show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness (cf. elders of Israel and Levites witnessing to the 
Mosaic Law), and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.  16 
This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through 
Jesus Christ (i.e. Mosaic Law and Gentile Law witness to and ultimately end in the 
execution of the Messianic Law), as my gospel declares. (NIV Romans 2:9-16)  124

5. Thus, the Mosaic Law was ultimately meant to be a prophetic witness of the coming 
messianic age.  It is a “shadow” of the Law that will be instituted by the coming Messiah (cf. 
Is. 2:2-4; 42:1-4; 51:4-5; Mic. 4:1-3).  Moreover, the very act of judgment presupposes a 
real law by which people are judged (cf. Ps. 2:9; 110:6; Is. 11:4; 24:21-23; 63:3-6; Jer. 
23:5-6; Joel 3:1-2; Hab. 3:12-13; Zeph. 1:14-18; Zech. 14:12; Mal. 3:2-5). 

Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,  28 so Christ 
was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for 
him.  10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming  (at the 125

second coming of the Messiah)-- not the realities themselves. (NIV Hebrews 9:27-10:1) 

 Mosaic Law was meant to curb external transgression by revealing internal sin (cf. Rom. 3:19-20).  It does this because 124

external actions reveal the internal reality (cf. Mt. 12:34f).  Thus, when all the secrets of men’s hearts are revealed in the Kingdom (cf. 
Rom. 2:12-16), the Mosaic Law will find fulfillment.  The Kingdom will be governed based on purity, righteousness, and benevolence—
the revelation of which is the ultimate purpose of the Mosaic Law.

 Gk. tw/n mello,ntwn (verb participle present active genitive neuter plural): “me,llw (before an inf.) be going, be about, intend; 125

must, be destined; (ptc. without inf.) coming, future; (finite verb without inf.) delay, wait.” (UBS, italics mine.)
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Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with 
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.  17 These are a shadow of the 
things to come, but the substance (Gk. soma, “reality” NIV/NLT) belongs to Christ 
(i.e. the reality and end of the Law is found in the Kingdom, cf. 3:4). (ESV Colossians 
2:16-17) 

B. Covenantal Format 

1. Benefits/Inheritance 

a) Like the Adamic and Abrahamic Covenants, the Mosaic Covenant assumes the ultimate 
benefit of eternal life and the propagation of infinite well-being through intimacy with the 
Godhead, which is symbolized by the building of the Tabernacle. 

Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights.  25:1 The LORD said to Moses,  2 "Tell the 
Israelites to bring me an offering… 8 Then have them make a sanctuary for me, 
and I will dwell among them." (NIV Exodus 24:18-25:8) 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God." (NIV Revelation 21:3) 

b) Moreover, like the Adamic and Abrahamic Covenants, the Mosaic Covenant assumes 
the benefits of resurrection from the dust and restoration of the original Adamic 
Kingdom, which is now extended to all of Abraham’s descendants corporately (cf. Acts 
3:19-26; Eph. 1:9-14; Tit. 2:11-14; 1 Pe. 2:9-12). 

This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob… 5 Now if you obey me fully 
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine,  6 you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.' (NIV Exodus 19:3-6) 

…he made known to us the mystery of his will… 10 to be put into effect when the 
times will have reached their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on 
earth together under one head, even Christ… 13 And you also were included in 
Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation… 14 the 
redemption of those who are God's possession. (NIV Ephesians 1:9-14) 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s 
own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light (i.e. Messianic Kingdom)… 11 
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers (cf. Abraham, Gen 23:4; Heb. 11:13) to 
abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  12 Keep your 
behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that… they may because of your 
good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation (Gk. 
episcope, “when he comes to judge” NRSV; i.e. coming of Messiah, cf. 1:3-12). (NASB 1 
Peter 2:9-12) 

2. Stipulations/Obligations 
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a) Like the Abrahamic and Adamic Covenants, the Mosaic Covenant assumes the ultimate 
stipulation of governmental submission concerning the knowledge of good versus evil.  
Thus, Israel as a whole is commanded to obey and fear the Lord. 

Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that 
you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you. (NIV Deuteronomy 6:3) 

For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and spoke to them, I did not 
just give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices, 23 but I gave 
them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. 
(NIV Jeremiah 7:22-23) 

b) Moreover, the Mosaic Covenant assumes the same stipulations of the Adamic and 
Abrahamic Covenant, i.e. the need for repentance concerning sin and transgression 
and belief in God to accomplish the restoration of all things.  This repentance and belief 
is also symbolized by the offering of sacrifices, which represents the acknowledgement 
of the heart that punishment is deserved. 

When anyone sins unintentionally (assuming repentance) and does what is 
forbidden in any of the LORD's commands… 4 He is to present the bull at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting before the LORD. He is to lay his hand on its 
head and slaughter it before the LORD (acknowledging deserved punishment). (NIV 

Leviticus 4:2-4) 

One and the same law applies to everyone who sins unintentionally, whether he 
is a native-born Israelite or an alien.  30 But anyone who sins defiantly, whether 
native-born or alien, blasphemes the LORD, and that person must be cut off 
from his people (and the inheritance therein).  31 Because he has despised the 
LORD's word (disbelieving) and broken his commands (refusing to repent), that 
person must surely be cut off; his guilt remains on him. (NIV Numbers 15:29-31) 

• Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,  27 but only a fearful expectation of 
judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  28 Anyone 
who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy (pointing to the Day of the 
Lord) on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much more severely 
do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God 
(the greater witness) under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood 
of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?  
30 For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," (cf. Deut. 
32:35) and again, "The Lord will judge his people." (cf. Deut. 32:36) (NIV Hebrews 
10:25-30) 

(1) Thus, the Mosaic Law was essentially a sojourning provision given to sustain and 
maintain a repentant and believing heart within a corporate community. 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law (i.e. Mosaic Law) or the 
Prophets (who expounded on Mosaic Law); I have not come to abolish them 
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but to fulfill them (when the Kingdom is established).  18 For truly, I say to you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished (i.e. the Mosaic Law is unto the accomplishment 
of everything—the Messianic Kingdom when the order of transgression “passes 
away”).  19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments (of the Mosaic Law) and teaches others to do the same will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven (of which the 
Mosaic Law was meant to exemplify).  20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness (concerning the Mosaic Law) exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven (i.e. Pharisees et al. 
were not actually following Mosaic Law, cf. Mt. 15:3ff; Mk. 7:6-13).  21 You have 
heard that it was said to those of old (cf. Mosaic Law), "You shall not 
murder…"  22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 
will be liable to judgment (in the Kingdom, of which the Law prophesied)… (ESV 

Matthew 5:17-22) 

(2) Moreover, the land of Canaan was also given to the descendants of Abraham as a 
sojourning provision to strengthen them in the coming of the Anointed Seed. 

The LORD said to Moses,  2 "Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving to the Israelites." (NIV Numbers 13:1-2) 

Keep all these commands that I give you today.  2 When you have crossed 
the Jordan into the land the LORD your God is giving you, set up some 
large stones and coat them with plaster.  3 Write on them all the words of 
this law when you have crossed over to enter the land the LORD your God 
is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the 
God of your fathers, promised you. (NIV Deuteronomy 27:1-3) 

(3) The Mosaic Law is thus something of a “tarrying mechanism” concerned with 
righteous waiting and tarrying in this age before the Day of the Lord.  It is mostly 
concerned with preserving a people in order and well being before the resurrection 
(cf. Deut. 29:9; Jos. 1:6-8; 1 Ki. 2:3; 1 Ch. 22:13). 

Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from 
it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  8 
Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then 
you will be prosperous and successful. (NIV Joshua 1:7-8) 

C. Summary and Conclusions 

1. Since the Mosaic Covenant is a corporate reiteration of the Abrahamic Covenant, its 
purpose is likewise to set apart as holy a nation among the nations of the earth to inherit 
the promises of the Adamic Covenant at the coming of the Messianic Seed.  Thus, the 
nation of Israel is essentially the nation chosen by God for cultivation in righteousness unto 
inclusion in the Messianic Kingdom. 
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For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen 
you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured 
possession. (NIV Deuteronomy 7:6) 

But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of 
Abraham my friend,  9 I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest 
corners I called you (cf. ingathering at the coming of Messiah, Is. 11:1-12; Jer. 23:5-8; 
Ez. 37:21-25; Hos. 3:4-5)… 12 Though you search for your enemies, you will not find 
them. Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all… 15 See, I will make 
you into a threshing sledge, new and sharp, with many teeth. You will thresh the 
mountains and crush them, and reduce the hills to chaff (under the leadership of the 
Messiah, cf. 42:1-4; Dan. 7:27; etc.). (NIV Isaiah 41:8-15) 

Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.  11 "I say 
to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;  12 but the sons of the 
kingdom (Gk. huios, “children” KJV, “subjects” NIV, “heirs” NRSV) will be cast out into 
the outer darkness." (NASB Matthew 8:10-12) 

2. Contrary to most modern scholarship, the Mosaic Covenant was not an end in itself.  To 
this day it has not been “fulfilled”, nor has it “passed away”.  Rather, the “treasured 
possession” refers to the Kingdom inaugurated by the Messiah at the end of the age. 

"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord (Hb. adōne, i.e. Messiah) you are seeking will come to his temple; 
the messenger of the covenant (Mosaic fulfilled in the Messianic), whom you desire, 
will come," says the LORD Almighty… 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; 
he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will 
have men who will bring offerings in righteousness… 5 "So I will come near to you 
for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, 
against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and 
the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me," says the LORD 
Almighty (implying Mosaic laws testify to eschatological judgment)… 
17 They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when I make up my 
treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his 
son who serves him.  18 And you will again see the distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.  4:1 

Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 
evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire… 4 
Remember the law of my servant Moses (the prophetic witness of the messianic law/
judgment), the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.  5 See, I will send 
you the prophet Elijah (for the same purpose as the law) before that great and 
dreadful day of the LORD comes. (NIV Malachi 3:1-4:5) 

3. Thus, the Mosaic Covenant and Law is still effective and useful for believers, Jew and 
Gentile alike. 

Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. (NIV 

Romans 3:31) 
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a) As decreed by the Jerusalem Council concerning the Gentiles. 

We should write to them (Gentiles), telling them to abstain from food polluted by 
idols (cf. Lev. 17:8-9; 1 Cor. 8-10), from sexual immorality (cf. Lev. 18:6-20), from 
the meat of strangled animals (cf. Lev. 17:13-14) and from blood (cf. Lev. 
17:10-12).  21 For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times 
and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath… 23 they sent the following 
letter… 29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the 
meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid 
these things (cf. “everything is permissible, not everything is beneficial” 1 Cor. 
10:23).  Farewell.  (NIV Acts 15:20-29) 126

b) As observed by Paul immediately following the Jerusalem Council. 

He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived… 3 
Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because 
of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.  
4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by 
the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. (NIV Acts 16:1-4) 

c) As confirmed by Paul in response to the claim of antinomianism. 

When they (elders of Jerusalem) heard this (ministry among the Gentiles), they 
praised God. Then they said to Paul: "You see, brother, how many thousands of 
Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law.  21 They have been 
informed that you teach all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away 
from Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live according to 
our customs… 24 Take these men, join in their purification rites and pay their 
expenses, so that they can have their heads shaved. Then everybody will know 
there is no truth in these reports about you, but that you yourself are living in 
obedience to the law.  25 As for the Gentile believers, we have written to them 
our decision (cf. Jerusalem Council) that they should abstain from food sacrificed 
to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual 
immorality."  26 The next day Paul took the men and purified himself along with 
them (without deceit). (NIV Acts 21:18-26) 

d) As exhorted by Paul in his pastoral epistles. 

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have 
known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what 
coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet." … 12 So then, the law 
is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.  13 Did that which is 
good, then, become death to me? By no means! … 14 We know that the law is 
spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. (NIV Romans 7:7-14) 

They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking 
about or what they so confidently affirm.  8 We know that the law is good if one 

 “By not attending temple banquets, or being involved in fornication, or eating meat with blood in it, the Gentile Christians 126

would be maintaining high moral standards and would keep from offending their Jewish brothers. There were Jews in every city who 
would be offended by Christians not following these strictures.” [John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: 
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1983-1985), 2:396.]
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uses it properly.  9 We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for 
lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for 
those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers,  10 for adulterers and 
perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers-- and for whatever else is 
contrary to the sound doctrine  11 that conforms to the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God, which he entrusted to me. (NIV 1 Timothy 1:7-11) 

IV. DAVIDIC COVENANT 

A. Introduction and Narrative Context 

1. The Davidic Covenant, as specifically articulated by the prophet Nathan (cf. 2 Sam. 7:5-16; 
1 Chr. 17:4-14), is initially presented within the context of the Mosaic Covenant.  
Elsewhere, the Davidic Covenant is clearly portrayed within the context to the Mosaic 
Covenant (cf. 1 Kings 2:4; 8:25; 9:4-9; 1 Chr. 28:7; 29:19; Ps. 89:30f; 132:12). 

This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in?  6 I 
have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to 
this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling (cf. 
Mosaic tabernacle)… 8 This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the 
pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel (initiated at 
Abraham, reaffirmed at Sinai).  (NIV 2 Samuel 7:5-8) 

• When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son.  2 
"I am about to go the way of all the earth… 3 observe what the LORD your God 
requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and 
requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you 
do and wherever you go,  4 and that the LORD may keep his promise to me. (NIV 1 
Kings 2:1-4) 

• When Solomon had finished building the temple… 2 the LORD appeared to him a 
second time (cf. 1 Ki. 3:5-14)… 4 "As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of 
heart and uprightness (according to Mosaic Law), as David your father did, and do 
all I command and observe my decrees and laws,  5 I will establish your royal 
throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father… (NIV 1 Kings 9:2-5) 

2. As the Sinaitic Covenant assumed the Abrahamic Covenant, and all the stipulations and 
benefits therein, so also does the Davidic Covenant assume to be under its overarching 
umbrella.  The “fathers” are referred to repeatedly, specifically within the covenant itself and 
later in reference to the covenant. 

When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. (NIV 2 Samuel 7:12) 

David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be 
to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel (i.e. Jacob), from everlasting to 
everlasting… 15 We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our 
forefathers… 18 O LORD, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this 
desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you.  19 
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And give my son Solomon the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, 
requirements and decrees… (NIV 1 Chronicles 29:10-19) 

3. Thus, the Davidic Covenant could be seen as a personal reiteration of the Abrahamic and 
Mosaic Covenants, promising to David a “great name,” a land for Israel, and a successive 
Seed with an everlasting Kingdom.   Moreover, it serves as an elaboration concerning the 127

benefits of the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants. 
9 I will make your name great (cf. Gen. 12:2; 18:18)… 
10 I will provide a place for my people Israel (cf. Gen. 15:18; Deut. 11:24-25)… 
11 I will also give you rest from all your enemies (cf. Deut. 12:9; Jos. 21:44-45)… 
12 I will raise up your offspring (“seed” KJV/NKJV) to succeed you (cf. Gen. 17:7)… 
13 He (the Seed) is the one who will build a house for my Name (cf. 1 Ki. 8:18-20)… 
14 I will be his (the Seed’s) father, and he will be my son (cf. Ex. 4:22-23)… 
16 Your house and your kingdom (under the Seed) will endure forever before me (cf. 
Gen. 17:8; 49:10)…  128

4. Like the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants, the David Covenant assumes as its center and 
ultimate purpose the restoration of the Adamic Covenant and the coming of the Genesis 
3:15, Messianic Seed, in whom all the nations of the earth will be restored to the original 
position of favor and blessing with God in the resurrection.  129

Of Ethan the Ezrahite (Davidic worship leader, 1 Ki. 4:31; 1 Chr. 15:17, 19)… 3 "I have 
made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David:  4 'Your seed I 
will establish forever, and build up your throne to all generations.' … 24 My 
faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him, and in My name his horn shall be 
exalted (cf. 1 Sam. 2:10; Lk. 1:68-70)… 27 Also I will make him My firstborn (cf. Col. 
1:15; Heb. 1:6), the highest of the kings of the earth.  28 My mercy (Hb. hesed, 
“covenant faithfulness”) I will keep for him forever (cf. 2 Sam. 7:16), and My covenant 
shall stand firm with him. (NKJV Psalm 89:1-28) 

A song of ascent (of David, Ps. 122, 124, 131, 133, or Solomon, Ps. 127)… 11 The 
LORD swore to David a sure oath from which he will not turn back: "One of the 
sons of your body I will set on your throne…" 13 For the LORD has chosen Zion; he 
has desired it for his dwelling place:  14 "This is my resting place forever; here I will 
dwell (Hb. yashab, “sit enthroned” NIV), for I have desired it… 17 There I will make a 

 As Walter Kaiser points out in his “seven main provisions included in this promised dynasty”. [Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., The 127

Messiah in the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 79.]

 Moreover, in David’s response (vv. 18-29), he uniquely references God as “Adonai Yahweh,” a phrase used specifically in 128

the Abrahamic Covenant—“In his prayer, five times David uses the exceptional name of God ‘Adonai Yahweh’ (2Sa 7:18, 19[bis], 22, 
28, 29).  Nowhere else does this compounded form of the name of God appear in Samuel or Chronicles.  The special significance of 
this name, R. A. Carlson points out, is that this is the name God uses when he promised Abraham a “seed” in Genesis 15:2, 8.  Its 
repeated use here is too striking to be an accident; David wants to show that what God is telling him is indeed part of the same 
promise-plan that was given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” (Ibid., 80.)  The other five instances of “Adonai Yahweh” are Deut. 3:24; 
9:26; Jos. 7:7; Jdg 6:22; 16:28.  In Kings the double name occurs only in 1 Ki. 2:26; 8:53.

 “Thus, we move from the ‘seed of the woman,’ who will be victorious over Satan, to the ‘seed of Abraham,’ who will be a 129

blessing to all the earth, to the ‘seed of David,’ who will have a rule that will never end.” (Ibid., 83.)
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horn to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp for my anointed (Hb. mashiyach).  
18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, but on him his crown will shine." (ESV Psalm 
132:1-18) 

5. Moreover, the response and prayer of David reveals his understanding that the promise 
related to the Messianic Seed and the restoration of humanity as a whole. 

Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said: "Who am I (implying 
the perceived grandeur of the prophecy), O Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, 
that you have brought me this far (to lead the nation to be chosen for the Kingdom)?  19 
And as if this were not enough in your sight, O Sovereign LORD, you have also 
spoken about the future of the house of your servant (i.e. messianic destiny, cf. “your 
throne will be established forever”, v.16). Is this your usual way of dealing (Hb. 
torah)  with man (Hb. adam), O Sovereign LORD? (NIV 2 Samuel 7:18-19) 130

• And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. You have spoken also 
of your servant's house for a great while to come, and this is instruction (Hb. 
torah) for mankind (Hb. adam, i.e. concerning its redemption), O Lord GOD!" (ESV 2 
Samuel 7:18-19) 

a) Future Old Testament prophets identify the Davidic Covenant as primarily relating to the 
Adamic Covenant and Messianic Seed. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. (ESV Isaiah 9:6-7) 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit.  2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him… 4 He will strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  5 
Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist… 10 In 
that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations 
will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. (NIV Isaiah 11:1-10) 

b) The New Testament also confirms the centrality of the Messianic Seed to the Davidic 
Covenant. 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ (“Messiah,” NLT), the Son of David, 
the Son of Abraham… (NIV Matthew 1:1) 

Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people,  
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David,  
70 as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the 
world began. (NKJV Luke 1:68-70) 

 “One of the most astonishing mistranslations in most versions, including the NIV, is verse 19.  The NIV renders it, ‘Is this 130

your usual way of dealing with man, O Sovereign LORD?’  The Hebrew reads: wezōt tôrat hā'ādām.  The word tôrat, ‘law, charter,’ or 
the like, is rendered in the NIV as ‘your usual way of dealing with.’  Like Alice said to Humpty Dumpty, ‘That’s an awful lot to make one 
word mean.’  Indeed it is, in spite of my vigorous protests over the years.” (Ibid., 79-80, n. 16.)
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Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone 
(all of Adam’s descendants) for what he has done… 16 I, Jesus, have sent my 
angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star." (ESV Revelation 22:12-16) 

B. Covenantal Format 

1. Benefits/Inheritance 

a) Like the Adamic, Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants, the Davidic Covenant assumes the 
ultimate benefit of eternal life and the propagation of infinite well-being through intimacy 
with the Godhead, which is symbolized by the building of the Temple. 

I will raise up your offspring to succeed you… 13 He is the one who will build a 
house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (NIV 2 
Samuel 7:12-13) 

When Solomon had finished building the temple… 3 The LORD said to him: "I 
have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; I have consecrated 
this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes 
and my heart will always be there (because it is a precursor to the Messianic 
Temple). (NIV 1 Kings 9:1-3) 

• Here is the man whose name is the Branch (messianic title for Davidic 
descendant, cf. Is. 4:2; 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15), and he will branch out from his 
place and build the temple of the LORD.  13 It is he who will build the temple of 
the LORD, and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his 
throne. (NIV Zechariah 6:12-13) 

b) Moreover, like the previous covenants, the Davidic Covenant assumes the benefits of 
the original Adamic Order through the resurrection and Kingdom, but now has a defined 
governmental family and capital. 

Yet the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me from my whole family to be king over 
Israel forever. He chose Judah as leader, and from the house of Judah he chose 
my family, and from my father's sons he was pleased to make me king over all 
Israel (implying his own resurrection, so as to be king forever). (NIV 1 Chronicles 28:4) 

(Solomon speaking to the Assembly) For he said,  5 "Since the day I brought my 
people out of Egypt, I have not chosen a city in any tribe of Israel to have a 
temple built for my Name to be there… 6 But now I have chosen Jerusalem for 
my Name to be there, and I have chosen David to rule my people Israel." (NIV 2 
Chronicles 6:4-6) 

• In that day (when Israel is restored to the land, v.3), declares the LORD Almighty, 
I will break the yoke off their necks and will tear off their bonds; no longer will 
foreigners enslave them.  9 Instead, they will serve the LORD their God and 
David their king, whom I will raise up for them. (NIV Jeremiah 30:3-9) 

• I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; 
he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their God, and 
my servant David will be prince among them. (NIV Ezekiel 34:23-24) 
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2. Stipulations/Obligations 

a) Like the previous covenants, the Davidic Covenant also assumes the ultimate 
stipulation of governmental submission concerning the knowledge of good versus evil.  
Thus, David is portrayed as “a man after [God’s] own heart.” (1 Sam. 13:14) 

Samuel said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command 
of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the LORD 
would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  14 But now your 
kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own 
heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people, because 
you have not kept what the LORD commanded you." (ESV 1 Samuel 13:13-14) 

b) Moreover, the Davidic Covenant assumes the same stipulations of repentance and 
belief as the previous covenants, which is symbolized by the offering of sacrifices 
representing the acknowledgement of deserved punishment. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation… 16 For you will 
not delight in sacrifice (without repentance), or I would give it; you will not be 
pleased with a burnt offering.  17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  18 Do good to Zion in 
your good pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem;  19 then will you delight in 
right sacrifices (that represent a repentant heart), in burnt offerings and whole 
burnt offerings. (ESV Psalm 51:14-19) 

c) Likewise, it is assumed that the Lord’s stipulations are to preserve and protect the 
repentant heart and provide the atonement and righteousness necessary for the 
inheritance of the blessing. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight 
(concerning Bathsheba)… 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities.  10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me… 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation (in the resurrection and Kingdom of 
the Seed), and uphold me with a willing spirit… 14 Deliver me from 
bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation… (ESV Psalm 51:4-14) 

C. Summary and Conclusions 

1. The purpose of the Davidic Covenant is to specify the capital of the coming Kingdom and 
the particular family within the descendants of Abraham that would bring forth the Messiah.  
It is a personal reiteration of the Mosaic and Abrahamic covenants, assuming the benefit of 
the original Adamic Order. 

2. Thus, David is essentially a man chosen to receive the Kingdom, among a nation chosen to 
receive the Kingdom. 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful 
inheritance… 9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also 
will rest secure,  10 because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let 
your Holy One see decay (cf. Acts 2:31; 13:35).  11 You have made known to me the 
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path of life (i.e. resurrection); you will fill me with joy in your presence (at the coming 
of Messiah), with eternal pleasures at your right hand. (NIV Psalm 16:6-11) 

3. Like the Abrahamic Covenant (and all covenants), the Davidic is “conditional,” contingent 
upon continued repentance and belief.  Again, the existence and availability of the reward/
benefit is never in question; rather, it is the perseverant contrite heart that is in question, 
making the personal inheritance of the reward/benefit conditional. 

a) David’s initial response to Nathan’s prophecy reveals his own understanding that the 
inheritance of the Blessing is contingent upon his own faithfulness and the faithfulness 
of his descendants. 

And now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and your words are true, and you have 
promised this good thing to your servant.  29 Now therefore may it please you to 
bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue forever before you. For 
you, O Lord GOD, have spoken, and with your blessing (contingent upon 
repentance and faith) shall the house of your servant be blessed forever. (ESV 2 
Samuel 7:28-29) 

b) David’s charge to his son, Solomon, reveals his understanding of the need for 
perseverance in repentance and faith expressed through Mosaic sacrifice. 

When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son.  
2 "I am about to go the way of all the earth… 3 observe what the LORD your God 
requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and 
requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you 
do and wherever you go,  4 and that the LORD may keep his promise to me. (NIV 1 
Kings 2:1-4) 

c) The Lord’s threat and David’s response to Bathsheba also reveal the conditional nature 
of the covenant. 

This is what the LORD says: "Out of your own household I am going to bring 
calamity upon you…"  13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the 
LORD (cf. Ps. 51:4-11)." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You 
are not going to die." (NIV 2 Samuel 12:11-13) 

4. Though many assume the Davidic Covenant to have been fulfilled variously at Jesus’ birth 
(cf. Lk. 1:68-70), resurrection (cf. Acts 13:34) or ascension (cf. Acts 2:30-35), it is clear—
even in the larger context of the passages cited as proof of fulfillment—that the Davidic 
Covenant is fulfilled eschatologically at the second coming of Messiah. 

a) The Council of Jerusalem based there decision concerning the circumcision of the 
Gentiles on the future fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. 

And with this the words of the prophets agree (Gk. sumphōneō vs. pleroō), just as 
it is written,  16 "After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has 
fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it,  17 that the remnant of mankind 
may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name…" (ESV Acts 
15:15-18) 
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b) Paul specifically explains that our hope is in the future fulfillment of the Davidic 
Covenant. 

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's 
truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs  9 so that the Gentiles may 
glorify God for his mercy, as it is written… 12 "The Root of Jesse will spring up, 
one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."  13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him (for the 
fulfillment of the covenants), so that you may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. (NIV Romans 15:8-13) 
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Class 11: New Testament Continuance of Messianic 
Israelology 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Interpretation of the New Covenant is the crux of all biblical studies.  One’s understanding of 
the New Covenant typifies one’s thought and approach to the whole of the Scriptures.  As 
such, much debate surrounds the nature and meaning of the New Covenant.  What is its 
purpose?  What is its ultimate end?  What does it require?  What is its relationship to the other 
covenants? 

B. Historically, Platonic ideologies interpreted the New Covenant as the breaking point between 
the earthly typology of the Old Testament and the true heavenly plan of salvation.  The New 
Covenant became the means of escaping the material realm, unto the inheritance of the 
immaterial heavenly destiny. 

 

C. Conversely, those within Christonaturalism who emphasized sovereignty interpreted the New 
Covenant as the means by which God released power to enable the Church to subdue the 
earth.  Modified dominionism views the New Covenant in a two-tiered manner, with part of the 
covenant being enacted in this age unto ecclesiological dominion and the rest in the age to 
come unto messianic dominion. 
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D. Traditional dispensationalists interpret the New Covenant dualistically, as two separate 
covenants, each according to their respective plans of salvation.  God made a heavenly New 
Covenant with the Church at the first coming, which like traditional Platonism will end in an 
immaterial heavenly destiny.  However, God also made an earthly New Covenant with Israel, 
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which will come to pass on the earth in the age to come after the present soteriological 
parenthesis or intercalation. 

 

E. This work argues for a narrative format for New Covenant interpretation.  Within Scripture’s 
grand narrative of the resurrection and Kingdom, God made a covenant with Israel, which he 
later extended to the nations, providing an effective atonement (the Cross) and tarrying 
mechanism (the Spirit) to sustain the righteous in hope and perseverance unto their 
inheritance. 
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II. NEW COVENANT 

A. Introduction and Narrative Context 

1. The “New” Covenant is simply a reaffirmation and renewal of the Davidic, Mosaic, 
Abrahamic and Adamic Covenants.  However, the Messiah is now identified in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth, and the atonement necessary for the inheritance of the benefits of 
the previous covenants is now provided. 

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away (by the effective 
atonement), in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord;  20 that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,  21 whom heaven 
must receive until the period of restoration of all things (assuming the Adamic 
Covenant) about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient 
time.  22 Moses said (assuming the Mosaic Covenant)… 24 And likewise, all the 
prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors onward (assuming the 
Davidic Covenant), also announced these days.  25 It is you who are the sons of the 
prophets and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, saying to 
Abraham (assuming the Abrahamic Covenant)… 26 For you first (Gk. proton, adv.), God 
raised up His Servant and sent Him (“first” NRSV/NIV/NLT) to bless you by turning 
every one of you from your wicked ways (by the New Covenant). (NASB Acts 3:19-26) 

The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 
ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  14 How much 
more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that 
we may serve the living God!  15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new 
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covenant (offering a better sacrifice), that those who are called may receive the 
promised eternal inheritance (i.e. eternal life, cf. Adamic Covenant, et al.)-- now that 
he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first 
covenant (cf. Mosaic Covenant). (NIV Hebrews 9:13-15) 

2. It is called “new” because it is contrasted with the “old” Mosaic Covenant in reference to the 
effective forgiveness of sins. 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant (Gk. diatheke, “testament” KJV, Lt. testamentum ) in my blood, which is 131

poured out for you." (NIV Luke 22:20) 

Drink from it, all of you.  28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. (NIV Matthew 26:27-28) 

a) The New Covenant therefore neither invalidates nor disqualifies the Mosaic Covenant 
(cf. Mt. 5:5:17-20; Acts 15:20-29; 16:1-4; 21:18-26; Rom. 3:31), which is still useful and 
beneficial until the consummation of the Kingdom (cf. Mt. Rom. 7:7-14; 1 Tim. 1:7-11; 2 
Tim. 3:16f).   

Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 
(NIV Romans 3:31) 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them (in the Sacrifice and Kingdom).  18 For 
truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 
pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  19 Therefore whoever relaxes one 
of the least of these commandments (of the Mosaic Law) and teaches others to 
do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20 For I 
tell you, unless your righteousness (concerning the Mosaic Law) exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (ESV 

Matthew 5:17-20) 

• We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.  9 We also know that law 
is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels… 10 and for 
whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine  11 that conforms to the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. (NIV 1 Timothy 
1:7-11) 

• … from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures (cf. Law and Prophets), 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  16 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness,  17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. (NIV 2 Timothy 3:15-17) 

 “Use in reference to the two divisions of the Bible (c.1300) is from L.L. vetus testamentum and novum 131

testamentum, loan-translations of Gk. palaia diatheke and kaine diatheke. L.L. testamentum in this case was a 
mistranslation of Gk. diatheke, which meant both ‘covenant, dispensation’ and ‘will, testament,’ and was used in the 
former sense in the account of the Last Supper but subsequently was interpreted as Christ’s ‘last will.’” (Online Etymology 
Dictionary, Douglas Harper ed., “Testament,” available from http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Testament.) 

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Testament
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b) The purpose of the Mosaic Covenant’s sacrificial system was always to point the 
believer to an effective sacrifice that God would provide (cf. Lk. 24:44; Jn. 1:45; Acts 
26:22; 28:23; Rom. 3:20-21; Heb. 10:1-4), the “lamb of God” (cf. Is. 53:7-8; Jn. 1:29, 36; 
Acts 8:32; 1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Pe. 1:19). 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; 
rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  21 But now a 
righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify (cf. Deut. 32:43; Ps. 79:9; Is. 53:11; Jer. 23:6; Ez. 
16:63; Dan. 9:24; etc.). (NIV Romans 3:20-21) 

• Rejoice, O nations, with his people, for he will avenge the blood of his 
servants; he will take vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his 
land and people.  44 Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and spoke all the 
words of this song (cf. “Song of Moses” ) in the hearing of the people. (NIV 132

Deuteronomy 32:43-44) 

• Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and 
atone for our sins, for your name's sake!  10 Why should the nations say, 
"Where is their God?" Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of your 
servants be known among the nations before our eyes! (ESV Psalm 79:9-10) 

• Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a 
most holy place. (ESV Daniel 9:24) 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! … 34 I have seen and I testify that 
this is the Son of God." (NIV John 1:29-34) 

• He was assigned a grave with the wicked (cf. Sheol), and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  10 
Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though 
the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he (YHVH) will see his (YHVH’s) 
offspring (Hb. zera, “seed” KJV/NKJV) and prolong his (Servant’s) days, and 
the will of the LORD will prosper in his (Servant’s) hand.  11 After the suffering 
of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my 
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. (NIV Isaiah 
53:10-11) 

c) Thus, the primary difference between the “old” and “new” covenants is an effective 
sacrifice unto the forgiveness of sins and inheritance of eternal life. 

Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness 
of sins is proclaimed to you (cf. Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 10:43; 11:18; 13:38; 14:3; 

 “At the close of the additional Sabbath sacrifice, when its drink-offering was brought, the Levites sang the 132

'Song of Moses' in Deuteronomy 32. This 'hymn' was divided into six portions, for as many Sabbaths (v 1-6; 7-12; 13-18; 
19-28; 29-39; 40-end). Each portion was sung in three sections with threefold blasts of the priests' trumpets, the people 
worshipping at each pause.” [Alfred Edersheim, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services As They Were at the Time of Jesus 
Christ (Angus Hudson, 1997, originally published in 1874), 126.]
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17:30; 20:21; 26:18).  39 Through him everyone who believes is justified from 
everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. (NIV Acts 
13:38-39) 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight (at the Day of the Lord) 
by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  21 
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known (in 
the New Covenant), to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  22 This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 
There is no difference,  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus.  25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in 
his blood. (NIV Romans 3:20-25) 

But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin 
by the sacrifice of himself (the primary thrust of the New Covenant).  27 Just as 
man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,  28 so Christ was 
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for 
him.  10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming (both of 
sacrifice and of coming salvation)-- not the realities themselves. For this reason it 
can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make 
perfect those who draw near to worship… 3 But those sacrifices are an annual 
reminder of sins,  4 because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away sins.  5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 
"Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me…" 9 
Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first (cf. 
Mosaic Covenant) to establish the second (cf. New Covenant).  10 And by that will, 
we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all.  11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; 
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  
12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of God.  13 Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made 
his footstool (at the Day of the Lord),  14 because by one sacrifice he has made 
perfect forever those who are being made holy. (NIV Hebrews 9:26-10:14) 

3. The narrative context of the New Covenant is the Passover, which Jesus interprets 
typologically (cf. Lk. 22:7-20), implying a typological interpretation of the Law as a whole, 
testifying to the Messiah and his Kingdom. 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed (cf. Ex. 12:1-29)… 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles 
reclined at the table.  15 And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God."  17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, 
"Take this and divide it among you.  18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." (NIV Luke 22:7-18) 
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Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  8 Let us therefore 
celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (cf. the purpose of unleavened bread). (ESV 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

B. Covenantal Format 

1. Benefits/Inheritance 

a) Like all covenants prior, the New Covenant assumes the ultimate benefit of eternal life 
and the propagation of infinite well-being through intimacy with the Godhead, which is 
seen in Jesus’ resurrection as a firstfruits and our deposit of the Spirit as a believer in 
him. 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem… 
15 he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area… 16 To those 
who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's 
house (Gk. oikos) into a market!" … 18 Then the Jews demanded of him, "What 
miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this (cf. Zech. 
6:12-13)?"  19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
again in three days."… 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body (cf. 1 
Cor. 6:19-20). (NIV John 2:13-21) 

For we know that if our earthly house (Gk. oikia) of this tabernacle (Gk. skēnos) 
were dissolved, we have a building (Gk. oikodomē) of God, a house (Gk. oikia) not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens… 5 Now he that hath wrought us for the 
selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 
(NKJV 2 Corinthians 5:1-5) 

b) Moreover, like the previous covenants, the New Covenant assumes the same benefits 
of the resurrection and Kingdom, but now identified in the man, Jesus of Nazareth. 

Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration (Gk. 
paliggenesia) when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall 
sit upon twelve thrones (cf. Kingdom), judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  29 And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as much, and will 
inherit eternal life (cf. resurrection). (NASB Matthew 19:28-29) 

I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes… 20 This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood… 28 You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,  
29 and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom,  30 that you may 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. (ESV Luke 22:18-30) 

2. Stipulations/Obligations 

a) Like the previous stipulations, the New Covenant assumes the ultimate issue of 
governmental submission expressed in obedience. 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 11: New Testament Continuance of Messianic Israelology                 Page  of 210 264

If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 
Father's commands and remain in his love.  11 I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be complete (in the resurrection, cf. vv.5-8). 
(NIV John 15:10-11) 

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome.  4 For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world- our 
faith.  5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? (ESV 1 John 5:3-5) 

b) It assumes the same stipulations of repentance and belief as the previous covenants.   

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God,  15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel." (ESV Mark 1:14-15) 

"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we 
do?" 38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins." (NIV Acts 2:36-38) 

c) Since the New Covenant offers one sacrifice for all time (cf. Rom. 6:10; Heb. 9:26; 1 Pe. 
3:18), repentance and belief is symbolized by the remembrance of the sacrifice of 
Messiah, which represents the acknowledgement of deserved punishment. 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This 
is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." (NIV Luke 22:19) 

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death (as a sacrifice for sin) until he comes.  27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread 
or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner (cf. offering a sacrifice in an 
unworthy manner) will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the 
Lord.  28 A man ought to examine himself (concerning his repentance and belief) 
before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  29 For anyone who eats and 
drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.  30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of 
you have fallen asleep (as discipline unto repentance).  31 But if we judged 
ourselves (in this age), we would not come under judgment (in the age to come).  
32 When we are judged by the Lord (in this age), we are being disciplined so that 
we will not be condemned with the world (in the age to come). (NIV 1 Corinthians 
11:26-32) 

Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his 
own blood (cf. Ex. 29:14; Lev. 4:11-12; etc.).  13 Let us, then, go to him outside the 
camp (in remembrance of his suffering), bearing the disgrace he bore.  14 For here 
we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.  
15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise 
(remembering the sacrifice of his body)-- the fruit of lips that confess his name. (NIV 

Hebrews 13:12-15) 
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d) It is likewise assumed that the Lord’s stipulations are the same as before—to preserve 
and protect the repentant heart and provide the atonement and righteousness 
necessary for the inheritance of the blessing.  This happened in the provision of the 
Cross and the giving of the Spirit who will be with us to the end of the age. 

I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom,  30 that you may eat 
and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  31 Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he 
might sift you like wheat,  32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not 
fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers. (ESV Luke 
22:29-32) 

While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you 
gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled… 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one.  16 They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of it… 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into 
the world. (NIV John 17:12-18) 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,  5 who by 
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, as 
was necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,  7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith… may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ (cf. inheritance/benefit). (ESV 1 Peter 1:3-7) 

(1) In the New Covenant, the Lord provides the redeemed with a superior instruction to 
the Law, by means of the Spirit, for the remainder of their sojourning.  This writing 
of the Law on the heart by the Spirit is the primary emphasis of the prophetic 
declaration concerning the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31.  

Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,  32 not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares the LORD.  33 But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.  34 And no longer shall each 
one teach (Gk. didasko LXX) his neighbor and each his brother (with the 
Mosaic Law), saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. (ESV Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor (Gk. parakletos, 
“Helper” NASB/ESV/NKJV) to be with you forever--  17 the Spirit of truth… 18 I 
will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19 Before long, the world 
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will 
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live.  20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in 
me, and I am in you… 25 All this I have spoken while still with you.  26 But 
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you (Gk. didasko) all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you.  27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you (until he comes to 
us). (NIV John 14:16-27) 

• <3875> para,klhtoj parakletos {par-ak'-lay-tos}  

Meaning:  1) summoned, called to one's side, esp. called to one's aid 1a) one 
who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, 
legal assistant, an advocate 1b) one who pleads another's cause with one, an 
intercessor… 1c) in the widest sense, a helper, succourer, aider, assistant…  

Origin:  a root word; TDNT - 5:800,782; n m 

Usage:  AV - comforter 4, advocate 1; 5 

See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, 
you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.  25 And this is what he 
promised us-- even eternal life.  26 I am writing these things to you about 
those who are trying to lead you astray.  27 As for you, the anointing you 
received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach 
you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things (concerning eternal 
life) and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit-- just as it has taught you, 
remain in him.  28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 
appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. (NIV 
1 John 2:24-28) 

(2) The Spirit is given to testify to the Messiah (Jn. 15:26; Acts 5:32) and the Day of the 
Lord (Jn. 16:13-15; 1 Cor. 2:10-16; Heb. 2:4; 2 Pe. 1:19-21), as did the Law (cf. Jn. 
1:45; 5:46; Lk. 24:27; etc.).   

If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles (as messianic signs, cf. 
Acts 2:22; Jn. 3:2; 5:36; 7:31; etc.), and yet they have hated both me and my 
Father.  25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: "They hated me 
without reason." (cf. Ps. 35:19; 69:4)  26 When the Counselor (Gk. parakletos) 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.  27 And you also must 
testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. (NIV John 15:24-27) 

If I do not go away, the Helper (Gk. parakletos) will not come to you. But if I 
go, I will send him to you.  8 And when he comes, he will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment (cf. Day of the Lord)… 13 
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  14 He will glorify me, 
for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. (ESV John 16:7-14) 
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• God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might 
give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.  32 We are witnesses of 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey him. (NIV Acts 5:30-32) 

• None of the rulers of this age understood it (“God’s secret wisdom”, v.7, 
concerning the Day of the Lord), for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.  9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him" (cf. Is. 64:4)--  10 but God has revealed it to us by his 
Spirit. The Spirit searches all things (concerning the Day of the Lord), even 
the deep things of God… 12 We have not received the spirit of the world 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has 
freely given us (i.e. the resurrection and kingdom).  13 This is what we speak, 
not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words… 15 The spiritual man 
makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any 
man's judgment (“We who have the Spirit understand these things, but others 
can't understand us at all” NLT):  16 "For who has known the mind of the 
Lord that he may instruct him?" (cf. Is. 40:13) But we have the mind of 
Christ. (NIV 1 Corinthians 2:8-16) 

• And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns (cf. Day of the Lord) and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 
(concerning the Messiah and Day of the Lord) came about by the prophet's 
own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit 
(who witnesses to the Messiah and Day of the Lord). (NIV 2 Peter 1:19-21) 

(3) This witness is the ultimate purpose for the giving of the Holy Spirit, which in 
conjunction with the Cross is the primary provision of the New Covenant.  It is given 
to sustain and maintain righteousness within the redeemed until the Day of the 
Lord. 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have one (Gk. parakletos, “an advocate” KJV/NKJV/NASB/ESV/ 
NRSV) who speaks to the Father in our defense (vs. simply condemning us as 
does the Mosaic Law, cf. Rom. 3:20; 7:7ff; 2 Cor. 3:6ff)-- Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One.  2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 
ours but also for the sins of the whole world.  3 We know that we have come 
to know him (cf. Jer. 24:7; 31:34; Is. 11:9; 54:13) if we obey his commands 
(given by the Spirit). (NIV 1 John 2:1-3) 

You show that you are a letter from Christ (by righteous perseverance), the 
result of our ministry, written not with ink (cf. Mosaic Law) but with the Spirit 
of the living God (cf. New Covenant), not on tablets of stone but on tablets 
of human hearts… 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new 
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covenant-- not of the letter (cf. Mosaic Law) but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills (condemns unto Gehenna), but the Spirit gives life (advocates unto 
resurrection).  7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved 
in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look 
steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was,  8 
will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? … 11 And if what 
was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that 
which lasts! (unto the glory of the resurrection) (NIV 2 Corinthians 3:3-11) 

• So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law (by 
walking in love, cf. Rom. 13:8ff; Mt. 5:43; Gal. 5:14; Jam. 2:8ff, which is given 
by the Spirit), will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?  27 
And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not 
judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a 
transgressor of the Law?  28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor 
is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  29 But he is a Jew who 
is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. 
(NASB Romans 2:26-29) 

• Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (cf. New Covenant) 
has set you free from the law of sin and of death (cf. Mosaic Covenant).  3 
For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for 
sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us (by giving us the Spirit unto walking in love), who do 
not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit… 9 However, 
you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Him.  10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness (in hope of the 
resurrection).  11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you (the ultimate 
end of the New Covenant). (NASB Romans 8:1-11) 

(4) The Spirit writes on our hearts the Messianic Law, which will be established on the 
earth in the age to come (cf. Mt. 5:17-22; Rom. 13:8-14; 1 Cor. 9:20-24; Jam. 
2:8-13). 

If you really keep the royal law (i.e. the Law of the Kingdom) found in 
Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.  9 But if 
you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law (cf. Mosaic Law) 
as lawbreakers.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  11 For he who said, "Do not 
commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery 
but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.  12 Speak and act as 
those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom (i.e. brings 
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peace to the nations, cf. Is. 2:3; 42:4; Zech. 9:10; etc.),  13 because judgment 
without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. (NIV 
James 2:8-13) 

To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the 
law (cf. Mosaic Law) I became as one under the law (though not being 
myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.  21 To those 
outside the law (i.e. Gentiles) I became as one outside the law (not being 
outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those 
outside the law.  22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some 
(from the judgment of the Kingdom and the Law of Christ).  23 I do it all for the 
sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. (ESV 1 
Corinthians 9:20-24) 

(5) The saints are thus called to walk according to the Spirit in them and sow to that 
Spirit, from which they will inherit eternal life. 

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself." … 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit (who will coach you in love and 
righteousness), and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  17 For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other (i.e. love and 
selfishness), to keep you from doing the things you want to do.  18 But if you 
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law (i.e. under its leadership and 
condemnation).  19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality… 21 I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who 
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But the fruit of the 
Spirit (cf. being under the Spirit) is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law (“Here there is no conflict with the law” NLT)… 25 If we live by 
the Spirit (cf. hope in resurrection), let us also walk by the Spirit (producing 
fruit in keeping with that hope).  26 Let us not become conceited, provoking 
one another, envying one another.  6:1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness… 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ… 
7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will 
he also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 
reap corruption (unto Gehenna), but the one who sows to the Spirit will from 
the Spirit reap eternal life.  (ESV Galatians 5:14-6:8) 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  12 So then, brethren, we are 
under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--  13 for if 
you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you 
are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live (in the resurrection).  
14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God (vs. Mosaic Law), these are 
sons of God.  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear 
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again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry 
out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are children of God… (NASB Romans 8:11-16) 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  
11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.  
12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light.  13 Let us walk properly as in the 
daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.  14 But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ (i.e. walk according to his Spirit), and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires. (ESV Romans 13:8-14) 

(6) Conversely, believers are reprimanded for walking according to the Law, which has 
no power to raise them from the dead.  Those who put their hope in the Law (or 
generally their own works) for righteousness and power will be sorely disappointed 
when Jesus returns to consummate his Kingdom. 

We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners'  16 know that a man is 
not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, 
have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be 
justified (in the resurrection)… 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 
you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as 
crucified.  2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive 
the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?  3 Are you 
so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your 
goal (of the resurrection) by human effort? … 5 Does God give you his Spirit 
and work miracles among you (as a sign of the resurrection) because you 
observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? (NIV Galatians 
2:15-3:5) 

C. Summary and Conclusions 

1. The New Covenant is ultimately a renewal and reaffirmation of all the previous covenants, 
with the addition of specifying the exact person of the Messiah and providing the atonement 
necessary for the inheritance of all the previous covenants.   

2. Those who put there trust in the Messiah—whom God accredited by miracles, signs and 
wonders (cf. Acts 2:22; Jn. 4:48)—are those who will be chosen for inclusion in his 
Kingdom when he returns (cf. Mt. 24:30-31; Lk. 22:18-30). 

3. Like all covenants, the New Covenant is “conditional,” contingent upon continued 
repentance and belief.  Again, the reward/benefit of the Kingdom is never in question—it 
will surely come—rather, it is the personal inheritance therein that is based on the condition 
of a perseverant, repentant heart. 

4. The primary provision of the New Covenant, the Spirit, is given as a “Counselor” leading 
the saints in righteousness unto the inheritance of the Kingdom.  The reason the Spirit is 
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rarely associated with the Law is because neither of them are seen as having a common 
destiny in the Messianic Kingdom. 

5. In this way the “Old Covenant”, i.e. Mosaic Covenant, becomes “obsolete” (Heb. 8:13).  
The New Covenant provides a superior sacrifice for atonement and a superior instruction 
by the Spirit.  The Spirit dwells within us as a deposit of our resurrection, writing the 
Messianic Law on our hearts and leading us in the righteousness to be established on the 
earth in the age to come. 

Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the 
covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted (Gk. nomotheteo) on better 
promises (vs. the high priest, sacrifices and instruction of the Mosaic Covenant).  7 For if 
that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look 
for a second.  8 For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are 
coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of 
Israel…" (cf. Jer. 31:31-34)  13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one 
obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
(ESV Hebrews 8:6-13) 

• <3549> nomoqete,w nomotheteo {nom-oth-et-eh'-o}  

Meaning:  1) to enact laws 1a) laws are enacted or prescribed for one, to be legislated 
for, furnished with laws 2) to sanction by law, enact  

Origin:  from 3550; TDNT - 4:1090,646; v 

Usage:  AV - receive the law 1, establish 1; 2 

6. Though many assume the New Covenant to be a covenant unto itself, it is a covenant that 
will find fulfillment in the covenant made when Messiah returns, resurrects the dead and 
sets up his kingdom. 

III. EVERLASTING COVENANT 

A. Introduction and Narrative Context 

1. The covenants are ultimately fulfilled in the eschatological Messianic Kingdom, which is 
simply the restoration of the original Adamic Kingdom (cf. Acts. 3:20ff; Heb. 2:5ff; 1 Cor. 
15:21ff). In this way, all of the covenants are simply reaffirmations and amplifications of the 
Adamic Covenant. 

…that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before,  21 whom 
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things (i.e. creation), which 
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets (cf. covenants, cf. v.25) since 
the world began (cf. Adamic Covenant) . (NKJV Acts 3:20-21) 

For since death came through a man (cf. Adamic Covenant), the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man (cf. Restored Adamic Covenant).  22 For as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  24 Then the end will 
come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed 
all dominion, authority and power.  25 For he must reign until he has put all his 
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enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (NIV 1 
Corinthians 15:20-26) 

2. However, in contrast to the Platonic concept of an immaterial “heavenly” destiny of the 
saints where there is no reality to existence, the Bible describes a real resurrection on a 
real earth with a real eternal relationship with God.  This relationship, like all others, is 
based on covenant.  It will be an “everlasting covenant” (cf. Is. 55:3; 61:8; Jer. 32:40; 50:5; 
Ezek. 16:60; 37:26). 

Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost… 3 
Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live (in the resurrection). I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.  4 See, I 
have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.  5 
Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you 
will hasten to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he 
has endowed you with splendor (Hb. paar, “glorified you” KJV/NKJV/NASB/ESV/NRSV/
NLT). (NIV Isaiah 55:1-5) 

• "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone 
for what he has done… 16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about 
these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the 
bright morning star."  17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who 
hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires 
take the water of life without price. (ESV Revelation 22:12-17) 

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open 
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into 
the land of Israel… 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you in your own land… 25 They and their children and their children's 
children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince 
forever.  26 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting 
covenant with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set 
my sanctuary in their midst forevermore.  27 My dwelling place shall be with them, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (ESV Ezekiel 37:12-28) 

• I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and 
God Himself will be among them (cf. Ez. 37:27; Jer. 31:33; 32:38; Zech. 13:9),  4 and 
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any 
death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 
have passed away." (NASB Revelation 21:3-4) 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor… 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the 
day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn… 4 They will rebuild the 
ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated… 7 Instead of their shame my 
people will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in 
their inheritance; and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and 
everlasting joy will be theirs.  8 For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and 
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iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant 
with them. (NIV Isaiah 61:1-8) 

In those days and in that time (i.e. the everlasting destruction of Babylon), declares the 
LORD, the people of Israel and the people of Judah shall come together, weeping 
as they come, and they shall seek the LORD their God.  5 They shall ask the way to 
Zion, with faces turned toward it, saying, 'Come, let us join ourselves to the LORD 
in an everlasting covenant that will never be forgotten. (ESV Jeremiah 50:4-5) 

3. God will make a covenant with the Messiah himself, giving him dominion and power over all 
the earth, in return for his obedience and righteousness. 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 
into his presence.  14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never 
be destroyed. (NIV Daniel 7:13-14) 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations… 4 he will not falter or be 
discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their 
hope… 6 I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your 
hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light 
for the Gentiles,  7 to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to 
release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. (NIV Isaiah 42:1-7) 

• Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel (cf. Acts 1:6), and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him… 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said,  29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to 
your word;  30 for my eyes have seen your salvation  31 that you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples,  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 
to your people Israel." (ESV Luke 2:25-32) 

4. Likewise, God will enter into covenant with those who are coheirs with the Messiah.  They 
will rule with the Messiah in righteousness and justice forevermore. 

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole 
heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom 
will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him. (NIV Daniel 
7:27) 

According to their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, repayment to 
his enemies; to the coastlands he will render repayment.  19 So they shall fear the 
name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun; for he 
will come like a rushing stream, which the wind of the LORD drives.  20 And a 
Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, 
declares the LORD.  21 And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the 
LORD: My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, 
shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of 
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the mouth of your children's offspring, says the LORD, from this time forth and 
forevermore (cf. Rom. 11:26-27). (ESV Isaiah 59:18-21) 

I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I tell 
you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God… 18 I tell you that from 
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes… 20 
This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood… 28 You are 
those who have stayed with me in my trials,  29 and I assign (Gk. diatithemai PMI 1S, 
“appoint” KJV) to you, as my Father assigned (Gk. diatithemai AMI 3S, “appointed” 
KJV) to me, a kingdom,  30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom 
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (ESV Luke 22:18-30) 

• <1303> diati,qemai diatithemai {dee-at-ith'-em-ahee}  

Meaning:  1) to arrange, dispose of, one's own affairs 1a) of something that belongs to 
one 1b) to dispose of by will, make a testament 2) to make a covenant, enter into a 
covenant  

Origin:  middle voice from 1223 and 5087; TDNT - 2:104,157; v 

Usage:  AV - make 3, testator 2, appoint 2; 7 

5. The Everlasting Covenant will simply be the consummation of the New Covenant, as the 
marriage is a consummation of the betrothal.  Those that are predestined by the deposit of 
the Spirit will be resurrected at the wedding of the Lamb. 

"In that day," declares the LORD, "you will call me 'my husband'; you will no longer 
call me 'my master.' … 18 In that day I will make a covenant for them with the beasts 
of the field and the birds of the air and the creatures that move along the ground. 
Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from the land, so that all may lie down in 
safety.  19 I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and 
justice, in love and compassion.  20 I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will 
acknowledge the LORD… 23 I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my 
love to the one I called 'Not my loved one.' I will say to those called 'Not my people,' 
'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.'" (NIV Hosea 2:16-23) 

Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself 
ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear. (NIV Revelation 19:6-8) 

6. This consummation explains the seeming contradiction in the prophetic declaration 
concerning the eschatological nature of the New Covenant.  Though the New Covenant 
was initiated at the first coming of the Messiah, it will not be consummated until the second 
coming.  In this way the New and Everlasting Covenants are one eschatological reality. 

"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will plant the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah (cf. Deut. 30:3; Is. 11:11; Jer. 23:8; Ez. 37:21; etc.) with the 
offspring of men and of animals… 29 In those days people will no longer say, 'The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge.'  30 
Instead, everyone will die for his own sin (cf. Ps. 62:12; Is. 35:4; 40:10; 63:7; Jer. 
17:10); whoever eats sour grapes-- his own teeth will be set on edge.  31 "The time 
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(Hb. yom, nMPA) is coming (“days are coming” NASB/KJV/ NKJV)," declares the 
LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah… 33 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after 
that time (Hb. yom, nMPA)," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and 
write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people (cf. Gen. 17:8; 
Ez. 37:27; Rev. 21:3).  34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his 
brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and 
will remember their sins no more." (cf. Rom. 11:27) (NIV Jeremiah 31:27-34) 

But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of God.  13 Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his 
footstool,  14 because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are 
being made holy.  15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:  16 
"This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put 
my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds."  17 Then he adds: 
"Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." (NIV Hebrews 10:12-17) 

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,  21 equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. (NIV Hebrews 13:20-21) 

B. Covenantal Format 

1. Stipulations/Obligations 

a) Man – ultimate acknowledgment of God’s authority over the heavens and the earth 
through restraint in the eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve 
him.  4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads…  5 And 
they will reign (under the rulership of God and of the Lamb) for ever and ever. (NIV 
Revelation 22:3-5) 

Behold, I will gather them from all the countries to which I drove them in my 
anger and my wrath and in great indignation. I will bring them back to this place, 
and I will make them dwell in safety.  38 And they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God.  39 I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me 
forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them.  40 I will 
make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing 
good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn 
from me.  41 I will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in 
faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul. (ESV Jeremiah 32:37-41) 

This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will deal with you as you deserve, 
because you have despised my oath by breaking the covenant.  60 Yet I will 
remember the covenant I made with you in the days of your youth, and I will 
establish an everlasting covenant with you… 62 So I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you will know that I am the LORD.  63 Then, when I make 
atonement for you for all you have done, you will remember and be ashamed 
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and never again open your mouth because of your humiliation, declares the 
Sovereign LORD. (NIV Ezekiel 16:59-63) 

b) God – provision and maintenance of eternal life by means of the Spirit and the Tree of 
Life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb  2 down the middle of the great 
street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations.  3 No longer will there be any curse. (NIV Revelation 
22:1-3) 

2. Benefits/Inheritance 

a) Man – eternal life and the propagation of infinite well-being through intimacy with the 
Godhead. 

Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them… 4 He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away. (NIV Revelation 21:3-4) 

b) God – eternal propagation of well-being through intimacy with man. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God." (NIV Revelation 21:3) 
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Class 12: Biblical Survey of Messianic Ecclesiology 

I. INTRODUCTION: THE CONTROVERSY CONCERNING THE EKKLESIA 

A. Ecclesiology is simply “the knowledge or study of the church (Gk. ekklēsia).”    The initial 
difficulty with this definition involves the definition of “church”—that is, what is the ekklēsia?  
Historically, interpretation of the ekklēsia has been bound within a Christonaturalistic 
worldview.  Thus, the ekklēsia is composed of those who are the supernatural (or “spiritual”) 
people of God, while Israel is composed of those who are the natural (or “physical”) people of 
God.  This has produced two basic ecclesiological interpretations: 

1. Covenantal Theology 

a) Classically the Church (Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant) has viewed itself as the “new 
Israel,” the inheritors of the promises and covenants made with the patriarchs.  Since 
the Church is the Kingdom of God (or the manifestation thereof), which was promised in 
the Old Testament and which Jesus began to establish at his coming, it logically 
“replaces” Israel in God’s redemptive plan.  133

b) Logically, however, Israel was never really part of redemptive history in the first place, 
since it was only a type of the Church to come (which is now the prophesied Kingdom).  
It was the physical shadow of the true spiritual principles that the Church/Kingdom 
would later embody. 

2. Dispensational Theology 

a) In the 19th century, however, dispensationalism began as a movement with one of its 
primary distinctions being a sharp division between the Church and Israel.   God has 134

two different redemptive programs and thus two different redeemed peoples.   Israel is 135

 Though some may object to such a sweeping generalization, I believe Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and the 133

various denominations of Protestantism all generally believe the Church has replaced Israel in redemptive history—if not in theory, 
definitely in practice.  This is based on the overarching view of salvation ending in “heaven,” which is assumed to be the domain of the 
Church, since Israel was promised things relating to the earth (cf. Gen. 17:8; Deut. 30:5; 2 Sam. 7:16; etc.)

 Others including the dividing of biblical history into seven periods (or “dispensations”) of God’s administration of grace to 134

humanity, the pretribulational rapture of the church into heaven, a future literal fulfillment of OT prophecies concerning Israel, and the 
church age as a parenthesis (or “intercalation”) inserted into redemptive history when the Jews rejected God’s Messiah.  The most 
extensive dispensationalist systematic theology is by the first president of Dallas Theological Seminary, Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
Systematic Theology, 7 Vols. (Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press, 1947-48). 

Dispensationalism began in the 1830’s in the Plymouth Brethren movement with the writings of John N. Darby (1800-1882) in 
Great Britain.  It spread to North America organically until its adoption by evangelist Dwight L. Moody (1837-1872) and lawyer Cyrus I. 
Scofield (1843-1921), who published the widely read Scofield Reference Bible (1909), which became the leading Bible used by 
independent Evangelicals and Fundamentalists in the U.S. for the next sixty years.  Scofield in turn mentored a young man, Lewis S. 
Chafer (1871-1952), from 1903 until his death in 1921, who later moved to Dallas, TX and founded Dallas Theological Seminary in 
1924, which has become the flagship of Dispensationalism in America.  

 “As related to premillennial interpretation, normative dispensationalism tends to emphasize certain important distinctive.  135

One of the most significant is the contrast provided between God’s program for Israel and God’s present program for the Church.  The 
Church composed of Jew and Gentile is considered a separate program of God which does not advance nor fulfill any of the promises 
given to Israel.  The present age is regarded as a period in which Israel is temporarily set aside as to its national program.  When the 
Church is translated however, Israel’s program will then proceed to its consummation.” [John F. Walvoord, “Dispensational 
Premillennialism,” Christianity Today 15:13 (September 1958).]
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the “earthly” people who will receive the “earthly blessings” (which await a future 
fulfillment on the earth), while the Church is the “heavenly” people who will receive the 
“heavenly blessings” (which will be fulfilled in an immaterial heaven).   This will begin 136

to be fully seen in the millennium, when the Church is translated and reigns in heaven, 
while Jesus fulfills the promises to Israel on the earth.  137

What is it exactly that makes a person a dispensationalist?  What are the 
indispensable ingredients of dispensational theology?  As Ryrie puts it, “What is the 
sine qua non of the system?”  It is not the issue of distinguishably different economies 
in God’s governance of world affairs, for nondispensationalists frequently employ the 
term “dispensation” in the development of their own dispensational schemes… The 
number of dispensations to which one holds and the question of premillennialism—
belief in Christ’s return to reign over a literal thousand year earthly kingdom—are not 
the deciding factors either… Neither are the doctrines of the pretribulation rapture of 
the saints and the parenthetical nature of the church the essential ingredients of 
dispensational theology… they are not that which reduces it to its lowest common 
denominator.  They are not the heart of the system.  Ryrie suggests that there are 
three essential factors—the sine qua non of the system—in determining who is and is 
not a dispensationalist.  First, a dispensationalist makes a sharp distinction between 
Israel and the church.  It is the dispensationalist’s belief that throughout history, God 
has purposed two distinct purposes.  One program involves the earthly people—Israel 
(Judaism), while the other involves a heavenly people—the church (Christianity).  
According to Ryrie, this distinction between Israel and the church “is probably the most 
basic theological test of whether or not a man is a dispensationalist, and it is 
undoubtedly the most practical and conclusive.”  138

b) According to dispensationalists, the church thus did not exist in the Old Testament and 
did not begin until the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  Accordingly, the Old Testament 
promises to Israel cannot be fulfilled in the Church, and thus there must be two 
redemptive plans in God’s economy (which is ultimately based on the foundation of 
metaphysical dualism), which logically results in a soteriological parenthesis, or 
“intercalation,” in the redemptive plan of God.  139

c) Thus, unlike traditional Western theologies, which hold to one plan of immaterial 
“heavenly” salvation, dispensationalism engages in soteriological dualism based on its 

 See Chafer, Systematic Theology, 4:45-53.136

 This view has been significantly modified by “progressive” dispensationalists, such as Craig Blaising, Darrell Bock, and 137

Robert Saucy, etc., who argue for a progressive relationship between dispensations and more continuity between Israel and the 
Church.  However, progressive dispensationalists do not equate the church as Israel in this age, and they still see a future distinct 
identity and function for ethnic Israel in the coming millennial kingdom [e.g. Craig A. Blaising and Darrell L. Bock, Progressive 
Dispensationalism (Wheaton: Victor, 1993), 49.].

 Larry V. Crutchfield, The Origins of Dispensationalism (Lanham: University Press of America, 1992), 28-29.  Ryrie goes on 138

to summarize the three aspects of the Sine Qua Non: “The essence of dispensationalism, then is the distinction between Israel and the 
Church.  This grows out of the dispensationalist’s consistent employment of normal or plain interpretation, and it reflects an 
understanding of the basic purpose of God in all His dealings with mankind as that of glorifying Himself through salvation and other 
purposes as well.” [Charles C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism Today (Chicago: Moody Press, 1965), 47.]

 “The ultimate proof of the teaching that the present age is a parenthesis is in the positive revelation concerning the church 139

as the body of Christ, the study of which will be undertaken next.  The evidence for a parenthesis in the present age interrupting God’s 
predicted program for Jew and Gentile as revealed in the Old Testament is extensive, however.  The evidence if interpreted literally 
leads inevitably to the parenthesis doctrine.  The kingdom predictions of the Old Testament do not conform to the pattern of this present 
age.” [John F. Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdom (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1959), 230; emphasis added.]
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eternal metaphysical dualism.   Though the modified dispensationalists of the 1950s 140

and 60s rejected this eternal bifurcation of reality, they still practically engaged in 
soteriological dualism by focusing the majority of their study on the “Millennial Kingdom” 
which is practically indistinguishable from its traditional counterpart.  141

3. George Eldon Ladd’s proposal for “historical premillennialism” is now termed by 
dispensationalists as “covenantal premillennialism.”  As a mitigation between 
dispensationalism and postmillennialism, covenantal premillennialism sees one eternal 
soteriological plan finding fulfillment on the New Earth.  However, attention to ethnicity is 
lacking and as such has drawn the criticism of modern dispensationalists.  142

4. This work seeks a unified soteriological plan of the restoration of creation, while retaining 
ethnic distinctions in the age to come.  The Church is made up of righteous Jews and 
Gentiles who will receive a common inheritance in the resurrection, but will function in 
different governmental roles in the Messianic Kingdom (cf. Is. 14:2; 49:22f; 60:10ff; Jer. 
31:7ff; Acts 1:6; Rom. 11:11-12). (see supplemental diagrams next pages) 

 

 As Chafer spells out, “Every covenant, promise, and provision for Israel is earthly, and they continue as a nation with the 140

earth when it is created new.  Every covenant or promise for the church is for a heavenly reality, and she continues in heavenly 
citizenship when the heavens are recreated.” [Chafer, Systematic Theology, 4:47.]

 The modified dispensationalists held to a unified eternal destiny for the redeemed, though there was disagreement where 141

this would be.  Ryrie puts them in “heaven” (see Dispensationalism Today, 147), while J. Dwight Pentecost places them on the “new 
earth” (see Things to Come [Zondervan, 1958], 561-562).

 See Craig A Blaising and Darrell L. Bock, eds., Dispensationalism, Israel and the Church: The Search for Definition (Grand 142

Rapids: Zondervan Publishing, 1992), esp. 37-67, 377-394.
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B. The Greek word, ekklēsia, is a generic word meaning “church, congregation; assembly, 
gathering (of religious, political, or unofficial groups)” (UBS).   

• <1577> evkklhsi,a ekklesia {ek-klay-see'-ah}  

Meaning:  1) a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an 
assembly 1a) an assembly of the people convened at the public place of the council for 
the purpose of deliberating 1b) the assembly of the Israelites 1c) any gathering or throng 
of men assembled by chance, tumultuously 1d) in a Christian sense 1d1) an assembly of 
Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting… 

Origin:  from a compound of 1537 [Gk. ek, “from out of”] and a derivative of 2564 Gk. 
kaleo, “to call”]; TDNT - 3:501,394; n f 

Usage:  AV - church 115, assembly 3; 118 

Then Saul sent messengers to take David, and when they saw the company (Gk. 
ekklēsia, LXX, “group” NKJV/NIV/NLT) of the prophets prophesying… they also 
prophesied. (ESV 1 Samuel 19:20) 

Now some (in Ephesus) cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly (Gk. 
ekklēsia) was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come 
together. (ESV Acts 19:32) 
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1. It is used 114 times in the NT, generally referring to the gathering of believers in Messiah.   143

However, it is also used 77 times in the OT (LXX) to translate Hb. qāhāl, and edāh, 
referring to the gathering, assembly or congregation of Israel.   In this light, the NT uses 144

ekklēsia to refer to the assembly of Israel in the OT (Acts 7:38; Heb. 2:12). 

This is he (Moses), that was in the church (Gk. ekklēsia, “congregation” ESV, NASB, 
NKJV; “assembly” NIV, NLT) in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in 
the mount Sinai, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto 
us. (KJV Acts 7:38) 

So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.  12 He says, "I will declare your 
name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation (Gk. ekklēsia, “church” 
KJV) I will sing your praises." (cf. Ps. 22:22) (NIV Hebrews 2:11-12) 

2. Similarly, the Greek word, sunagōgē, is a common word meaning “synagogue, Jewish 
place of worship; congregation; assembly, meeting (for worship)” (UBS).  It is used 57 times 
in the NT, generally referring to Jewish synagogues.   However, it is used 299 times in the 145

OT (LXX) interchangeably with ekklēsia to translate Hb. qāhāl and edāh, referring to the 
gathering, assembly or congregation of Israel.  146

These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly (Gk. sunagōgē LXX) at the 
mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness… (ESV 

Deuteronomy 5:22) 

Take the staff, and assemble (Gk. ekklēsiazō, LXX) the congregation (Gk. sunagōgē, 
LXX), you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its 
water. (ESV Numbers 20:8) 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly;  16 gather (Gk. 
sunagō, LXX) the people. Consecrate the congregation (Gk. ekklēsia, LXX); assemble 

 Matt. 16:18; 18:17; Acts 5:11; 7:38; 8:1, 3; 9:31; 11:22, 26; 12:1, 5; 13:1; 14:23, 27; 15:3f, 22, 41; 16:5; 18:22; 19:32, 39f; 143

20:17, 28; Rom. 16:1, 4f, 16, 23; 1 Cor. 1:2; 4:17; 6:4; 7:17; 10:32; 11:16, 18, 22; 12:28; 14:4f, 12, 19, 23, 28, 33ff; 15:9; 16:1, 19; 2 Cor. 
1:1; 8:1, 18f, 23f; 11:8, 28; 12:13; Gal. 1:2, 13, 22; Eph. 1:22; 3:10, 21; 5:23ff, 27, 29, 32; Phil. 3:6; 4:15; Col. 1:18, 24; 4:15f; 1 Thess. 
1:1; 2:14; 2 Thess. 1:1, 4; 1 Tim. 3:5, 15; 5:16; Phlm. 1:2; Heb. 2:12; 12:23; Jam. 5:14; 3 John 1:6, 9f; Rev. 1:4, 11, 20; 2:1, 7f, 11f, 17f, 
23, 29; 3:1, 6f, 13f, 22; 22:16.

 Deut. 4:10; 9:10; 18:16; 23:1ff, 8; 31:30; Josh. 9:2; Judg. 20:2; 21:5, 8; 1 Sam. 17:47; 19:20; 1 Kgs 8:14, 22, 55, 65; 1 Chr. 144

13:2, 4; 28:2, 8; 29:1, 10, 20; 2 Chr. 1:3, 5; 6:3, 12f; 7:8; 10:3; 20:5, 14; 23:3; 28:14; 29:23, 28, 31f; 30:2, 4, 13, 17, 23ff; Ezra 2:64; 
10:1, 8, 12, 14; Neh. 5:7, 13; 7:66; 8:2, 17; 13:1; Psa. 21:23, 26; 25:5, 12; 34:18; 39:10; 67:27; 88:6; 106:32; 149:1; Prov. 5:14; Job 
30:28; Mic. 2:5; Joel 2:16; Lam. 1:10.  Since the Septuagint (LXX) was the Bible most used by the Apostles and early Christians, it 
stands to reason that its use of ekklēsia primarily informed the understanding of NT believers.

 Matt. 4:23; 6:2, 5; 9:35; 10:17; 12:9; 13:54; 23:6, 34; Mark 1:21, 23, 29, 39; 3:1; 6:2; 12:39; 13:9; Luke 4:15f, 20, 28, 33, 38, 145

44; 6:6; 7:5; 8:41; 11:43; 12:11; 13:10; 20:46; 21:12; John 6:59; 18:20; Acts 6:9; 9:2, 20; 13:5, 14, 43; 14:1; 15:21; 17:1, 10, 17; 18:4, 7, 
19, 26; 19:8; 22:19; 24:12; 26:11; Jam. 2:2; Rev. 2:9; 3:9.

 Gen. 1:9; 28:3; 35:11; 48:4; Exod. 12:3, 6, 19, 47; 16:1ff, 6, 9f, 22; 17:1; 23:16; 34:22, 31; 35:1, 4, 20; 38:22; 39:2; Lev. 146

4:13ff, 21; 8:3ff; 9:5; 10:3, 6, 17; 11:36; 16:5, 17, 33; 19:2; 22:18; 24:14, 16; Num. 1:2, 16, 18; 8:9, 20; 10:2f, 7; 13:26; 14:1f, 5, 7, 10, 
27, 35f; 15:14, 24ff, 33, 35f; 16:2f, 5f, 9, 11, 16, 19, 21f, 24, 26, 33; 17:7, 10, 12; 19:9, 20; 20:1f, 4, 6, 8, 10ff, 22, 25, 27, 29; 22:4; 25:6f; 
26:2, 9f; 27:2f, 14, 16f, 19, 21f; 31:13, 16, 26f, 43; 32:2, 15; 35:12, 24f; Deut. 5:22; 33:4; Josh. 9:15, 18f, 21, 27; 18:1; 20:3, 9; 22:16f, 
20, 30; Judg. 14:8; 20:1; 21:10, 13, 16; 1 Kgs 12:20f; 2 Chr. 5:6; Esth. 10:3; Psa. 7:8; 15:4; 21:17; 39:11; 61:9; 67:31; 73:2; 81:1; 85:14; 
105:17f; 110:1; Prov. 5:14; 21:16; Job 8:17; Obad. 1:13; Zeph. 3:8; Zech. 9:12; Isa. 19:6; 22:6; 37:25; 56:8; Jer. 6:11; 27:9; 33:17; 38:4, 
13; 51:15; Ezek. 26:7; 27:27, 34; 32:22; 37:10; 38:4, 7, 13, 15; Dan. 8:25; 11:10ff. 

James is even comfortable using sunagōgē interchangeably with ekklēsia to refer to the assembly of messianic believers, “My 
brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.  For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothing comes into your assembly (Gk. sunagōgē), and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in… Listen, my beloved brothers, 
has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who 
love him?” (ESV James 2:1-5)
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(Gk. eklēgō, LXX) the elders; gather (Gk. sunagō, LXX) the children, even nursing 
infants. (ESV Joel 2:15-17) 

3. Moreover, the Greek word, plēthos, is also used to refer to the assembly of messianic 
believers (cf. Acts 4:32; 6:2, 5; 15:12, 30). 

And the congregation (Gk. plēthos, “multitude” KJV/NKJV) of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to 
him was his own, but all things were common property to them. (NASB Acts 4:32) 

The men were sent off (from the Jerusalem Council) and went down to Antioch, 
where they gathered (Gk. sunagō) the church (Gk. plēthos, “congregation” ESV, NASB) 
together and delivered the letter. (NIV Acts 15:30) 

II. THE FOUR-FOLD USAGE OF "ASSEMBLY" 

A. Assembly of Israel 

Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the 
assembly of Israel… (ESV Deuteronomy 31:30) 

And David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you and from the 
LORD our God, let us send abroad to our brothers…" (ESV 1 Chronicles 13:2) 

Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of 
Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven… (ESV 1 Kings 8:22) 

And David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you and from the 
LORD our God, let us send abroad to our brothers…" (ESV 1 Chronicles 13:2) 

B. Assembly of the Nations 

I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms and to pour out my 
wrath on them-- all my fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by the fire of 
my jealous anger. (NIV Zephaniah 3:8) 

On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. All who lift it will 
surely hurt themselves. And all the nations of the earth will gather against it. (ESV 

Zechariah 12:3) 

Now many nations are assembled against you, saying, "Let her be defiled, and let our 
eyes gaze upon Zion."  12 But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD; they do not 
understand his plan, that he has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor. (ESV 
Micah 4:11-12) 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to 
make war against the rider on the horse and his army. (NIV Revelation 19:19) 

C. Assembly of Righteous 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the 
righteous.  6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish. (NIV Psalm 1:5-6) 
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I will tell of Your name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise You. 
(cf. Heb. 2:12)  23 You who fear the LORD, praise Him… 25 From You comes my praise in 
the great assembly; I shall pay my vows before those who fear Him. (NASB Psalm 22:22) 

Praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the 
upright and in the congregation. (NKJV Psalm 111:1) 

Praise the LORD. Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the 
saints.  2 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the people of Zion be glad in their King. 
(NIV Psalm 149:1-2) 

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 
will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. (NIV Daniel 7:27) 

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the 
unrighteous instead of the saints?  2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? … 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
… 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (ESV 1 
Corinthians 6:1-11) 

D. Assembly of Wicked 

I do not sit with deceitful men, nor do I consort with hypocrites;  5 I abhor the 
assembly of evildoers and refuse to sit with the wicked. (NIV Psalm 26:4-5) 

He (Moses) warned the assembly, "Move back from the tents of these wicked men! Do 
not touch anything belonging to them, or you will be swept away because of all their 
sins." (NIV Numbers 16:26) 

I did not sit in the assembly of the mockers, Nor did I rejoice; I sat alone because of 
Your hand, For You have filled me with indignation. (NKJV Jeremiah 15:17) 

What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge 
those inside?  13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among 
you." (cf. Deut. 13:5; 17:7; 21:21; 22:21)(NIV 1 Corinthians 5:11-13) 

(see supplemental diagram on next page) 
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III. THE ASSEMBLY OF THE RIGHTEOUS COMPOSED OF JEW AND GENTILE 

A. The basis of all the covenants is righteousness, which is based simply on repentance and 
faith.  The main point of the covenants is that only the righteous receive the benefits of the 
covenants—only the saints inherit the age to come in the Messiah. 

The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  27 Nothing impure will ever 
enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb's book of life. (NIV Revelation 21:26-27) 

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 
will be handed over to the saints (Gk. hagios, LXX), the people of the Most High. His 
kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him." (NIV 

Daniel 7:27)  

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the 
unrighteous instead of the saints (Gk. hagios)?  2 Or do you not know that the saints 
will judge the world (under the leadership of Messiah)? And if the world is to be judged 
by you (eschatologically), are you incompetent to try trivial cases (in this age)? … 4 So if 
you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the 
church (Gk. ekklēsia)? (NIV 1 Corinthians 6:1-4) 

B. Though the Church of the Righteous technically began at the Cross (since it was only at the 
Cross that righteousness was truly accomplished), the Church has existed since the world 
began of those righteous in God’s sight.  The “Church of the Firstborn” (Heb. 12:23) is thus 
composed of all believers in the Messiah for all time.  147

These (Abel > prophets) were all commended for their faith (in Messiah), yet none of 
them received what had been promised.  40 God had planned something better for us 
so that only together with us (having the same faith, hope and destiny) would they be 
made perfect (in the resurrection).  12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses (to Messiah), let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles (cf. diligence vv. 2-6; discipline vv. 7-13, ungodliness vv. 
14-17)… 18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning 
with fire (cf. Mount Sinai)… 22 But you have come (with eschatological faith, cf. 10:37; 
11:1ff) to Mount Zion (cf. Ps. 2:6; 48:2; 110:2; Is. 51:11; 60:14; Joel 2:32), to the heavenly 
Jerusalem (cf. Is. 2:1ff; 40:2ff; 62:7; 65:18; Jer. 23:6; 33:16; Mic. 4:8; Zeph. 3:16; Zech. 
12:2ff; Mal. 3:4), the city of the living God (i.e. Jerusalem of the Messianic Kingdom, cf. Ps. 
132:13; Dan. 9:25; Zech. 14:8ff). You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels 
in joyful assembly (at the coming of the Messiah, cf. Dan. 7:13; Zech. 14:5; Enoch 1:9),  23 
to the church (Gk. ekklēsia, OT and NT messianic believers) of the firstborn (i.e. Messiah, 
cf. Acts 26:23; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 15:20; Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5), whose names are written in 
heaven (in the book of the resurrection, cf. Is. 4:3; Dan. 12:1; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 20:15). You 
have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect 

 This thus incorporates the key value of the covenentalist position, that the Church is a universal institution and that 147

salvation is based on righteousness alone, as Grudem articulates: “The church is the community of all true believers for all time.  This 
definition understands the church to be made of all those who are truly saved… that must include all true believers for all time, both 
believers in the New Testament age and believers in the Old Testament age as well… both the usage of the term ‘church’ in Scripture 
and the fact that throughout Scripture God has always called his people to assemble to worship himself, indicate that it is appropriate to 
think of the church as constituting all the people of God for all time, both Old Testament believers and New Testament believers.” 
[Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 853-854.]
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(in the resurrection),  24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant (accomplishing 
righteousness), and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 
Abel. (NIV Hebrews 11:39-12:24) 

C. This righteous assembly has always included both Jew and Gentile, because it is foundational 
to the covenants.  The Adamic Covenant assumes the blessedness of the resurrection upon all 
peoples, and the Abrahamic Covenant clearly articulates how this blessedness will function 
between the peoples, all in context to the righteous who have faith and continue in repentance. 

I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so 
you shall be a blessing;  3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed. (NASB 
Genesis 12:2-3) 

As for me, behold, my covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of 
nations.  5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I will make you the father of a multitude of nations. (NASB Genesis 17:4-5) 

God said to him, "Your name is Jacob; you shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel 
shall be your name." Thus He called him Israel.  11 God also said to him, "I am God 
Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations (“community of 
nations” NIV) shall come from you, and kings shall come forth from you. (NASB Genesis 
35:10-11) 

• Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too,  
30 since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through that same faith… 4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, 
our forefather, discovered in this matter? … 3 What does the Scripture say? 
"Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." … 6 David 
says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God 
credits righteousness apart from works:  7 "Blessed are they whose transgressions 
are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will 
never count against him." (Ps. 32:1-2)  9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, 
or also for the uncircumcised? … 11 So then, he is the father of all who believe but 
have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them.  12 
And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who 
also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was 
circumcised.  13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that 
comes by faith… 16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace 
and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring-- not only to those who are of the 
law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.  17 As 
it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight 
of God, in whom he believed-- the God who gives life to the dead and calls things 
that are not as though they were. (NIV Romans 3:29-4:17) 

• Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? … 5 
Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the 
law, or because you believe what you heard?  6 Consider Abraham: "He believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."  7 Understand, then, that those 
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who believe are children of Abraham.  8 The Scripture foresaw that God would justify 
the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations 
will be blessed through you."  9 So those who have faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith… 14 He redeemed us (Jews) in order that the blessing 
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith 
we might receive the promise of the Spirit. (NIV Galatians 3:2-14) 

1. Before the New Covenant, it was assumed that the Gentiles would have to convert and 
become Jews in order to receive the Abrahamic blessing.  Throughout the Old Testament, 
this inclusion was under the conditions of circumcision and sacrifice (cf. Ex. 12:44-49; Num. 
9:14; 15:13-16), unto a common law (cf. Lev. 17:10; 19:34; 24:22; Num. 15:29; Deut. 
10:19).  148

The people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, besides women and children.  38 A mixed multitude also 
went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks and herds… 43 This is the 
statute of the Passover: no foreigner shall eat of it,  44 but every slave that is 
bought for money may eat of it after you have circumcised him… 47 All the 
congregation of Israel shall keep it.  48 If a stranger shall sojourn with you (cf. Gen. 
15:13; 17:8; 20:1; 21:23, 34; 23:4) and would keep the Passover to the LORD, let all 
his males be circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he shall be as a 
native of the land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. 49 There shall be one 
law for the native and for the stranger who sojourns among you. (ESV Exodus 
12:43-49) 

All who are native shall do these things in this manner, in presenting an offering by 
fire, as a soothing aroma to the LORD.  14 If an alien sojourns with you, or one who 
may be among you throughout your generations, and he wishes to make an 
offering by fire, as a soothing aroma to the LORD, just as you do so he shall do.  15 
As for the assembly (Gk. ekklēsia, LXX), there shall be one statute for you and for 
the alien who sojourns with you, a perpetual statute throughout your generations; 
as you are, so shall the alien be before the LORD.  16 There is to be one law and one 
ordinance for you and for the alien who sojourns with you. (NASB Numbers 15:13-16) 

 During the Intertestamental Period (c.420-20 BC) as synagogues spread throughout the Greco-Roman Empire, proselytism 148

and the inclusion of Gentiles became a paramount issue.  During this time an additional prerequisite of baptism was included, signifying 
their cleansing from their old heathen ways. Though commonly debated, Edersheim comments concerning the reality of Jewish baptism 
before the New Testament, “That baptism was absolutely necessary to make a proselyte is so frequently stated as not to be disputed 
(See Maimonides, u. s.; the tractate Massekheth Gerim in Kirchheim's Septem Libri Talm. Parvi, pp. 38-44 [which, however, adds little 
to our knowledge]; Targum on Ex. xii. 44; Ber. 47 b; Kerith. 9 a; Jer. Yebam. p. 8d; Yebam. 45 b, 46 a and b, 48 b, 76 a; Ab. Sar. 57a, 59 
a, and other passages).” [Alfred Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, New Updated Ed. (Hendrickson, 1993, c.1886), 
1014.]  

“From the law that proselyte and native Israelite should be treated alike (Num. xv. 14 et seq.) the inference was drawn that 
circumcision, the bath of purification, and sacrifice were prerequisites for conversion (comp. ‘Yad,’ Issure Biah, xiii. 4).” (Joseph Jacobs 
and Emil G. Hirsch, “Proselyte,” Jewish Encyclopedia.com; available at http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?
artid=556&letter=P.) 

“The rite of reception [of proselytes] consists of circumcision, baptism, and a sacrifice… Rabbis find a basis for the three 
conditions in the conditions of the Sinai covenant in Ex. 12:48; 24:5; 19:10. When the conditions are fulfilled, converts are regarded as 
in every respect Jews.” [Gerhard Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, Geoffrey William Bromiley, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans, 1995), 945.]

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=556&letter=P
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=556&letter=P
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Solomon took a census of all the aliens who were in Israel, after the census his 
father David had taken (cf. 1 Chr. 22:2); and they were found to be 153,600. (NIV 2 
Chronicles 2:17) 

In each and every province and in each and every city, wherever the king's 
commandment and his decree arrived, there was gladness and joy for the Jews, a 
feast and a holiday. And many among the peoples of the land became Jews, for the 
dread of the Jews had fallen on them. (NASB Esther 8:17) 

2. However, after the Cross God showed his favor upon the Gentiles apart from circumcision 
and the Law by giving them the same assurance of salvation in the Spirit that he had given 
to the Jewish believers (cf. Acts 10:47-48; 11:15-18; 15:8-9). 

"He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom 
God appointed as judge of the living and the dead…"  44 While Peter was still 
speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all (Cornelius, et al.) who heard the 
message.  45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  46 For they 
heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,  47 "Can 
anyone keep these people from being baptized with water (inclusion rite)? They have 
received the Holy Spirit (as a deposit guaranteeing inclusion in the Kingdom) just as we 
have."  48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. (NIV Acts 
10:42-48) 

Peter began and explained everything to them (“circumcised believers”) precisely as 
it had happened… 15 "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had 
come on us at the beginning… 17 So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, 
who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose 
God?"  18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 
saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life (i.e. 
inclusion in the resurrection and Kingdom)."  (NIV Acts 11:4-18) 

After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that 
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles (cf. Cornelius, et al.) 
might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.  8 God, who knows 
the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as 
he did to us.  9 He made no distinction between us and them… 13 When they 
finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me.  14 Simon has described to us 
how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for 
himself (in the Messianic Kingdom).  15 The words of the prophets are in agreement 
(Gk. sumphōneō vs. Gk. plēroō, “to fulfill”) with this, as it is written:  16 'After this I will 
return and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it,  17 
that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name 
(i.e. included in the Messianic Kingdom), says the Lord, who does these things.'  19 It 
is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who 
are turning to God.  20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from 
food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals 
and from blood.  21 For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest 
times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath." (NIV Acts 15:1-20) 
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3. The logic of the Jerusalem Council is simply based on the reality spoken of throughout the 
prophets: all the nations of the earth will be commonly blessed and rejoice in the leadership 
of the Messiah.  The Messiah will be the hope and joy of the whole world, Jew and Gentile 
alike, because all will share in the blessing of the resurrection and Kingdom. 

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  2 How awesome is 
the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!  3 He subdued nations under 
us, peoples under our feet.  4 He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, 
whom he loved. Selah… 8 God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy 
throne.  9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, 
for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. (NIV Psalm 47:1-9) 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, Selah  2 
that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.  3 May the 
peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.  4 May the nations be 
glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the 
earth… 7 God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. (NIV Psalm 
67:1-7) 

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Sing to the LORD, 
praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  3 Declare his glory among 
the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples… 9 Worship the LORD in the 
splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.  10 Say among the 
nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity. (NIV Psalm 96:1-10) 

The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.  2 Clouds and 
thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his 
throne.  3 Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side.  4 His 
lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and trembles.  5 The mountains melt 
like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.  6 The heavens proclaim 
his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. (NIV Psalm 97:1-6) 

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand 
and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  2 The LORD has made his 
salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  3 He has 
remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the 
earth have seen the salvation of our God.  4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 
burst into jubilant song with music. (NIV Psalm 98:1-4) 

The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, 
let the earth shake.  2 Great is the LORD in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations.  3 
Let them praise your great and awesome name-- he is holy. (NIV Psalm 99:1-3) 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come 
before him with joyful songs.  3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. (NIV Psalm 100:1-3) 

Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples.  2 For great is his love 
toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. (NIV Psalm 117:1-2) 
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They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  10 In that day the Root 
of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his 
place of rest will be glorious… 12 He will raise a banner for the nations and gather 
the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four 
quarters of the earth. (NIV Isaiah 11:9-12) 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 
peoples, a banquet of aged wine-- the best of meats and the finest of wines.  7 On 
this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that 
covers all nations;  8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will 
wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from 
all the earth. (NIV Isaiah 25:6-8) 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.  2 He will not shout or cry out, 
or raise his voice in the streets.  3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;  4 he 
will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the 
islands will put their hope.  5 This is what God the LORD says-- he who created the 
heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out 
of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it:  6 I, the LORD, 
have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and 
will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles,  7 to open 
eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon 
those who sit in darkness… 9 See, the former things have taken place, and new 
things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.  10 Sing to 
the LORD a new song, his praise from the ends of the earth, you who go down to 
the sea, and all that is in it, you islands, and all who live in them. (NIV Isaiah 42:1-10) 

He says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of 
Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the 
Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."  7 This is what 
the LORD says-- the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel-- to him who was despised 
and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: "Kings will see you and rise 
up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy 
One of Israel, who has chosen you." (NIV Isaiah 49:6-7) 

Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my 
justice will become a light to the nations.  5 My righteousness draws near speedily, 
my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. The islands 
will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. (NIV Isaiah 51:4-5) 

Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10 The LORD will lay bare his 
holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the 
salvation of our God. (NIV Isaiah 52:9-10) 

Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my 
righteousness will soon be revealed… 6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the 
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LORD to serve him… 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in 
my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my 
altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.  8 The Sovereign 
LORD declares-- he who gathers the exiles of Israel: I will gather still others to them 
besides those already gathered." (NIV Isaiah 56:1-8) 

O LORD, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in time of distress, to you the 
nations will come from the ends of the earth and say, "Our fathers possessed 
nothing but false gods, worthless idols that did them no good…" 21 Therefore I will 
teach them-- this time I will teach them my power and might. Then they will know 
that my name is the LORD. (NIV Jeremiah 16:19-21) 

In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the 
dry land.  7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I 
will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD Almighty. (NIV Haggai 2:6-7) 

Many peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will yet come,  21 and the 
inhabitants of one city will go to another and say, "Let us go at once to entreat the 
LORD and seek the LORD Almighty. I myself am going."  22 And many peoples and 
powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD Almighty and to entreat 
him…  23 In those days ten men from all languages and nations will take firm hold 
of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, "Let us go with you, because we have 
heard that God is with you." (NIV Zechariah 8:20-23) 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey…  10 He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will 
extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. (NIV Zechariah 
9:9-10) 

D. It is the righteous assembly/church of Jew and Gentile who will inherit the earth in the age to 
come when Jesus the Messiah returns to restore the glory of the Lord upon the earth.  This 
common eschatological destiny informs a common present identity in the church, which is 
reflected in a number of different metaphors used in the Scriptures including: common 
adoption (Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 3:26-29), political “commonwealth” (Eph. 2:11-13); common 
household (Eph. 2:19); human body (Eph. 2:16; 3:6; 4:4; Rom. 12:5; etc.); holy olive tree 
(Rom. 11:16-24), cleansed “unclean” animals (Acts 11:5-18), and inclusion of foreign sheep 
(Jn. 10:14-16),  

Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  9 And do not think you can say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones (cf. 
Gentiles) God can raise up children for Abraham.  10 The ax is already at the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire (at the coming of Messiah). (NIV Matthew 3:8-10) 

• …those (Jew and Gentile, cf. Rom. 1:16; 2:9ff; 3:9, 29; 9:24, 10:12; 11:11ff, 15:8ff) who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15 For you did not receive a spirit that 
makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him 
we cry, "Abba, Father."  16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's 
children.  17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with 
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Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory. (NIV Romans 8:14-17) 

• You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,  27 for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed (Jew and Gentile), and heirs according 
to the promise. (NIV Galatians 3:26-29) 

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the 
uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision (Jews), which is made in the flesh 
by hands-  12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth (Gk. politeia) of Israel (“citizenship in Israel”) and strangers to 
the covenants of promise (of redemption/ resurrection, cf. 1:7, 10, 14, 19; 2:7), having no 
hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14 For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  
15 by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,  16 and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility… 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens (Gk. sumpolitēs) with 
the saints and members of the household of God… 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, a 
prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles… 6 This mystery is that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs (Gk. sungkleronomos), members of the same body (Gk. 
sussomos), and partakers (Gk. summetochos, “fellow partakers” NASB) of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. (ESV Ephesians 2:11-3:6) 

For if their (unbelieving Jews) rejection (of Jesus as Messiah) is the reconciliation of the 
world (Gentiles), what will their acceptance (of Jesus as Messiah) be but life from the 
dead (cf. resurrection)?  16 If the part (righteous Jews) of the dough (all Jews) offered as 
firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy (cf. 1 Cor. 7:14; Gen. 18:24ff; Jer. 5:1; Ez. 
22:30); if the root is holy, so are the branches.  17 If some of the branches (unbelieving 
Jews) have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot (Gentile), have been 
grafted in among the others (believing Jews) and now share in the nourishing sap (cf. 
Spirit as deposit) from the olive root (cf. Rom. 15:27; 1 Cor. 9:11; Gal. 6:6; etc.),  18 do not 
boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but 
the root (righteous Jews) supports you (righteous Gentiles)… 24 After all, if you were cut 
out of an olive tree (Gentile people group) that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature 
were grafted into a cultivated olive tree (Jewish people group), how much more readily 
will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree (after their time of 
hardness, v.25)! (NIV Romans 11:15-24) 

• For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be 
unclean, but as it is, they are holy. (ESV 1 Corinthians 7:14) 

• Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search through 
her squares. If you can find but one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I 
will forgive this city. (NIV Jeremiah 5:1) 
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• For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among 
the saints in Jerusalem.  27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to 
them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews' spiritual blessings (cf. Spirit as 
deposit of salvation), they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material 
blessings. (NIV Romans 15:26-27)  

I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a 
large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners (cf. Messianic Kingdom, Heb. 
12:22; Rev. 21:2), and it came down to where I was.  6 I looked into it and saw four-
footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air (diversity of 
Gentiles, cf. Rev. 7:9).  7 Then I heard a voice telling me, "Get up, Peter (cf. Messiah). Kill 
and eat (cf. feast of the Kingdom; Mt. 8:11; Lk. 13:29; Rev. 19:9; etc.)."  8 I replied, "Surely 
not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth."  9 The voice spoke 
from heaven a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean."  
10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again… 18 When 
they (“the circumcised believers” v.2) heard this, they had no further objections and 
praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto 
life." (NIV Acts 11:5-18) 

I am the good shepherd (i.e. Messiah, cf. Heb. 13:20; 1 Pe. 5:4; etc.). I know my own 
(Jewish believers) and my own know me,  15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  16 And I have other sheep (Gentiles) that 
are not of this fold (Israel, “sheep pen” NIV). I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. (ESV John 10:14-16) 

E. Thus, concerning the inheritance of the resurrection in the Messianic Kingdom, there is “no 
difference” between Jew and Gentile (Gal. 3:28; 1 Cor. 7:19; Col. 3:11).  Both have a common 
faith, common destiny, and common Lord (Eph. 4:1-6), and both will be “richly blessed” by their 
common Father (Rom. 10:12). 

You are all sons of God (i.e. sons of the resurrection, cf. Lk. 20:36; Rom. 8:14ff; Eph. 1:5ff; 
Jn. 1:12; etc.) through faith in Christ Jesus,  27 for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave 
nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. (NIV Galatians 
3:26-29) 

• Those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from 
the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage,  36 for they cannot die anymore, 
because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection. (ESV Luke 20:35-36) 

For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness (cf. resurrection).  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love (“faith 
expressing itself through love” NIV). (ESV Galatians 5:5-6) 

…that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  9 That if you confess with your mouth, 
"Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved… 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 12: Biblical Survey of Messianic Ecclesiology                 Page  of 241 264

shame." (cf. Is. 49:23)  12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile-- the same 
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,  13 for, "Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved." (cf. Joel 2:32) (NIV Romans 10:8-13) 

• Behold, I will lift up my hand to the nations, and raise my signal to the peoples; and 
they shall bring your sons in their bosom, and your daughters shall be carried on 
their shoulders…  23 Then you will know that I am the LORD; those who wait for me 
shall not be put to shame. (ESV Isaiah 49:22-23) 

• The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD.  32 And everyone who calls on the name of the 
LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as 
the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.  3:1 In those days and 
at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,  2 I will gather all 
nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into 
judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they 
scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land. (NIV Joel 2:31-3:2) 

F. This common destiny and inheritance in the age to come is the basis for unity within the 
Church in this age.  Since the Scriptures describe Jew and Gentile in unity then, they are 
called to walk according to their calling now. 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you (Jew and Gentile, cf. 2:11-3:21) to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received.  2 Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in love.  3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace.  4 There is one body (of believers, cf. 2:19; 3:6) and 
one Spirit (given as a deposit, cf. 1:14; 2:18)-- just as you were called to one hope (of 
salvation and redemption, cf. 1:13-14) when you were called--  5 one Lord (Messiah, cf. 
1:10, 20, 2:7), one faith (in Messiah), one baptism (of inclusion);  6 one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all. (NIV Ephesians 4:1-6) 

Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the 
same mind with one another (“a spirit of unity among yourselves” NIV) according to 
Christ Jesus,  6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also 
accepted us to the glory of God.  8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the 
circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the 
fathers,  9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, "Therefore I 
will give praise to you among the Gentiles, and I will sing to your name." (cf. Ps. 18:49)  
10 Again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." (cf. Deut. 32:43)  11 And again, 
"Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him." (cf. Ps. 117:1)  12 
Again Isaiah says, "There shall come the Root of Jesse, and he who arises to rule over 
the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles hope." (cf. Is. 11:10)  13 Now may the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. (NASB Romans 15:5-13) 

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  12 Therefore, as God's chosen people (for 
the Kingdom), holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.  13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
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grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14 
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. (NIV Colossians 3:11-15) 

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his 
love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,  2 then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
purpose.  3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 
others better than yourselves. (NIV Philippians 2:1-3) 

IV. THE CONTINUITY OF ETHNICITY IN THE AGE TO COME 

 

A. Though Jew and Gentile will receive a common inheritance in the age to come, they will retain 
their distinctive ethnicity.  There will continue to be “nations” in the age to come, and likewise 
Jews will retain their Jewish ethnicity forevermore. 

He carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God… 12 It had a great, high 
wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel… 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it… 26 The glory and honor of the 
nations will be brought into it. (NIV Revelation 21:10-26) 

B. The Messiah will rule over Israel and all the nations in his kingdom.  The Scriptures therefore 
clearly portray a distinction between Jew and Gentile in the age to come. 
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He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of 
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not 
pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed… 27 Then the 
sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be 
handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an 
everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him. (NIV Daniel 7:14) 

I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill…  7 You are my Son; today I have 
become your Father.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the 
ends of the earth your possession. (NIV Psalm 2:6-8) 

For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not 
hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help… 26 The poor (“afflicted” 
ESV/NASB) will eat and be satisfied (cf. Is. 53:11); they who seek the LORD will praise 
him (the afflicted one)-- may your hearts live forever!  27 All the ends of the earth will 
remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow down 
before him,  28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.  29 All 
the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust (Jew and 
Gentile) will kneel before him-- those who cannot keep themselves alive. (NIV Psalm 
22:24-29) 

Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness.  2 He 
will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice… 7 In his days 
the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.  8 He will 
rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth… 11 All kings will bow 
down to him and all nations will serve him… 17 May his name endure forever; may it 
continue as long as the sun. All nations will be blessed through him, and they will call 
him blessed. (NIV Psalm 72:1-17) 

All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will 
bring glory to your name.  10 For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are 
God. (NIV Psalm 86:9-10) 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among 
the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it…  3 The 
law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  4 He will judge 
between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples… Nation will not take 
up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. (NIV Isaiah 2:2-4) 

Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.  4 See, I have made him a 
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.  5 Surely you will 
summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with 
splendor. (NIV Isaiah 55:3-5) 

At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will 
gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the 
stubbornness of their evil hearts. (NIV Jeremiah 3:17) 
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Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, 
declares the LORD.  11 And many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that 
day, and shall be my people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the 
LORD of hosts has sent me to you.  12 And the LORD will inherit Judah as his portion 
in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem. (ESV Zechariah 2:10-12) 

My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In 
every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name 
will be great among the nations, says the LORD Almighty. (NIV Malachi 1:11) 

C. Though Jew and Gentile have a common Lord in the age to come and receive a common 
inheritance, there will remain a distinction of ethnicity and therefore a distinction of 
governmental roles in the Messiah’s rulership over the earth.  Paul describes this relationship 
as a “commonwealth”, a unified kingdom composed of many nations (i.e. Gentiles) that pledge 
allegiance to a common nation (i.e. Israel). 

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh… 12 were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. (ESV Ephesians 
2:11-12) 

1. This is clearly portrayed throughout the Prophets of the Old Testament.  When the Messiah 
comes, he will unify the earth under the leadership of the Jewish people. 

You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her; the 
appointed time has come.  14 For her stones are dear to your servants; her very 
dust moves them to pity.  15 The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the 
kings of the earth will revere your glory.  16 For the LORD will rebuild Zion and 
appear in his glory. (NIV Psalm 102:13-16) 

The LORD will have compassion on Jacob; once again he will choose Israel and 
will settle them in their own land. Aliens will join them and unite with the house of 
Jacob.  2 Nations will take them and bring them to their own place. And the house 
of Israel will possess the nations as menservants and maidservants in the LORD's 
land. They will make captives of their captors and rule over their oppressors. (NIV 
Isaiah 14:1-2) 

See, I will beckon to the Gentiles, I will lift up my banner to the peoples; they will 
bring your sons in their arms and carry your daughters on their shoulders.  23 
Kings will be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers. They will 
bow down before you with their faces to the ground; they will lick the dust at your 
feet. (NIV Isaiah 49:22-23) 

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the 
LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.  3 Nations will come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn… 10 Foreigners will rebuild your 
walls, and their kings will serve you… 11 Your gates will always stand open, they 
will never be shut, day or night, so that men may bring you the wealth of the 
nations-- their kings led in triumphal procession.  12 For the nation or kingdom that 
will not serve you will perish; it will be utterly ruined… 14 The sons of your 
oppressors will come bowing before you; all who despise you will bow down at 
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your feet and will call you the City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. (NIV 
Isaiah 60:2-14) 

In that day I will restore David's fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore its 
ruins, and build it as it used to be,  12 so that they may possess the remnant of 
Edom and all the nations that bear my name… 14 I will bring back my exiled people 
Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them… 15 I will plant Israel in 
their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them. (NIV 
Amos 9:11-15) 

2. In this way Israel is God’s “firstborn” son among the nations (cf. Ex. 4:22; Jer. 31:9; Hos. 
11:1).  Paul draws from this idea to paint the picture of the Kingdom as a righteous 
“household” consisting of the eldest son (righteous remnant of Israel) in relation to the 
younger sons (righteous remnant of the Gentiles) who will receive the earth as their 
inheritance (cf. Eph. 2:19). 

This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son,  23 and I told you, "Let my 
son go, so he may worship me." But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your 
firstborn son. (NIV Exodus 4:22-23) 

Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. Make your praises 
heard, and say, "O LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel."  8 See, I will 
bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth… 
9 I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where they will not 
stumble, because I am Israel's father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.  10 Hear the 
word of the LORD, O nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands: "He who scattered 
Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd." (NIV Jeremiah 
31:7-10) 

He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who 
were near.  18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  19 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God's people (in the Kingdom) and members of God's household. (NIV Ephesians 
2:17-19) 

D. This distinction of calling in the age to come is the basis for the burden of Jewish repentance 
and salvation in this age.  In Ancient Near Eastern culture, the father of a house longs for all of 
his children to be reconciled, but concerning the inheritance of his estate, it is imperative that 
the eldest son be restored, since he will ultimately be responsible for managing the household. 

I speak the truth in Christ-- I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy 
Spirit--  2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I could wish 
that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of 
my own race,  4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine 
glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  5 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who 
is God over all, forever praised! Amen.  6 It is not as though God's word had failed. For 
not all who are descended from Israel are Israel (cf. righteous remnant).  7 Nor because 
they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the contrary, "It is 
through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  8 In other words, it is not the 



BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF MISSION
Class 12: Biblical Survey of Messianic Ecclesiology                 Page  of 246 264

natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise who are 
regarded as Abraham's offspring. (NIV Romans 9:1-8) 

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a 
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God did not reject his people, 
whom he foreknew…  5 So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by 
grace… 11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! 
Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make 
Israel envious.  12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss 
means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!  13 I 
am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much 
of my ministry  14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and 
save some of them.  15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance be but life from the dead? (NIV Romans 11:1-15) 
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