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BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 1: Worship in Light of the Coming Kingdom          John Harrigan

Class 1: Worship in Light of the Coming Kingdom 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. Considering the creation of the heavens and earth, the sovereign amnestic governance of God 
from the height of the heavens, the rebellion of man and fall of creation, the promise of 
restoration and justice at the hands of the Messianic Seed, the calling of the righteous from 
Israel and the nations—what then is the mission of the Church in this age, and how does it 
walk that mission out? 

B. This class will assume the theological foundation of Biblical Theology of Mission, which 
focused on the message of the Church.  Biblical Praxis of Mission will focus on the ministry of 
the Church, seeking to establish a clear ecclesiological function and form. 
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C. As the people chosen for the Kingdom, the Church is a sovereign entity under the lordship of 
Jesus.  It has its own government, with its own leadership, its own laws, its own destiny, etc., 
distinct from the rest of the nations of the earth.  Thus, it could be termed a “nation,” unto itself 
(cf. 1 Pe. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; Tit. 2:14—cf. Ex. 19:5; Is. 26:2; Ps. 106:5).    1

I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a 
brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or 
a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.  12 What business is it of mine to 
judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside?  13 God will 

 One of the difficulties here is the definition of “nation” itself—“In regular usage, terms such as nations, country, land, and 1

state often appear as near-synonyms, i.e., they can be used for a particular area or territory, or for the government itself; in other words, 
a de jure or de facto state. In the English language, the terms do have precise meanings, but in daily speech and writing they are often 
used interchangeably, and are open to different interpretations.” (Wikipedia Online Encyclopedia, “Nation,” available from http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/nation.) 

I use the term in its most general sense, referring to a governmental entity, without the necessity of ownership of land, e.g. “A 
politically organized body of people under a single government.” [HyperDictionary.com, “Nation,” in WordNet® 3.0 (Princeton University, 
2006); available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=nation.]  Indeed a nation ought to be associated with a region 
or territory (since groups of human being have to live somewhere together on this earth)—“A large body of people, associated with a 
particular territory, that is sufficiently conscious of its unity to seek or to possess a government peculiarly its own.” [Dictionary.com, 
“Nation,” in Random House Unabridged Dictionary (Random House, Inc., 2006); available from http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/
nation.]  However, the Church has not yet received its land, i.e. the earth (cf. Mt. 5:5; 19:28; Rom. 4:13; 1 Cor. 6:2; Is. 60:21; Dan.7:18; 
etc.)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/nation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/nation
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=nation
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nation
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nation
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judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."  6:1 If any of you has 
a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of 
before the saints?  2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if 
you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases?  3 Do you 
not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!    
4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men 
of little account in the church! (NIV 1 Corinthians 5:11-6:4) 

1. To confuse it with any other nation or political entity fundamentally confuses the essential 
identity of the Church: the people chosen to inherit eschatologically all the present nations 
of the earth. 

You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and 
with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation.  10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve 
our God, and they will reign on the earth. (NIV Revelation 5:9-10) 

2. As a nation without land, the Church is a “pilgrim nation,” submitting to the rebellious 
nations of the earth that God has sovereignly instituted and allowed to exist (cf. Mt. 17:27; 
Rom. 13:1ff; 1 Tim. 2:2; Tit. 3:1; 1 Pe. 2:13; etc.), until their judgment and the church’s 
allotted inheritance (cf. Heb. 9:15; 1 Pe. 2:11). 

You are a chosen race (to inherit the Kingdom), a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him (cf. Day of 
the Lord) who called you out of darkness (cf. this age) into his marvelous light (cf. 
age to come)… 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles (governmentally, not 
metaphysically) to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage war against the 
soul.  12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though they 
malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when 
he comes to judge.  13 For the Lord's sake accept the authority of every human 
institution (cf. governments)… (NRSV 1 Peter 2:9-13) 

3. However, the Church is called to strict loyalty and allegiance to one King—Jesus—and one 
Kingdom—the eschatological Messianic Kingdom.  To pledge allegiance or declare loyalty 
to any other kingdom is treason in the Lord’s eyes, punishable by death.  This was the 
great sin of the Constantinian Shift, which was mirrored by Eastern Orthodoxy and was 
repeated in the birth of Protestantism.  

… that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  9 That if you confess with your 
mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. (NIV Romans 10:8-9) 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NIV Philippians 2:9-11) 

If anyone worships the beast (cf. “Babylon the Great” v.8) and his image and receives 
his mark on the forehead or on the hand (as a sign of allegiance),  10 he, too, will 
drink of the wine of God's fury… He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 1: Worship in Light of the Coming Kingdom           Page  of 4 159

presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.  11 And the smoke of their torment 
rises for ever and ever. (NIV Revelation 14:9-11) 

4. The persecution of the Church throughout history has always resulted in greater devotion 
and greater clarity of proclamation.   

a) One of the reasons for this is because it makes us pledge allegiance to one man, Jesus, 
and his leadership over us.  Thus, the Church begins to identify itself as a separate 
entity from the surrounding nations, and it aligns itself independently from them. 

Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith 
in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  5 All this is evidence that 
God's judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.  6 God is just: He will pay back 
trouble to those who trouble you…  7 This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.    
(NIV 2 Thessalonians 1:4-7) 

b) When the Church enters into mixture in its allegiance with the kingdoms of this age, its 
function is confused and its form is retarded.  This allegiance is almost always due to an 
underlying theological distortion that identifies the Kingdom with present wealth and 
power (vs. that which the Church will receive upon Jesus’ return). 

Theological confusion, especially in matters which have to do with the Church, will 
inevitably produce consequences which are of grave practical concern.  The 
identification of the Kingdom with the Church has led historically to ecclesiastical 
policies and programs which, even when not positively evil, have been far removed 
from the original simplicity of the New Testament ekklēsia.  It is easy to claim that in 
the “present kingdom of grace” the rule of the saints is wholly “spiritual,” exerted only 
through moral principles and influence.  But practically, once the Church becomes the 
Kingdom in any realistic theological sense, it is impossible to draw any clear line 
between principles and their implementation through political and social devises.  For 
the logical implications of a present ecclesiastical kingdom are unmistakable, and 
historically have always led in only one direction, i.e., political control of the state by 
the Church.  The distances down this road traveled by various religious movements, 
and the forms of control which were developed, have been widely different.  The 
difference is very great between the Roman Catholic system and modern Protestant 
efforts to control the state; also between the ecclesiastical rule of Calvin in Geneva 
and the fanaticism of Münster and the English “fifth-monarchy.”  But the basic 
assumption is always the same: The Church in some sense is the Kingdom, and 
therefore has a divine right to rule; or it is the business of the Church to “establish” 
fully the Kingdom of God among men.  Thus the Church loses its “pilgrim” character 
and the sharp edge of its divinely commissioned “witness” is blunted.  2

D. This class will thus analyze how the Church ought to function as a pilgrim people, awaiting its 
promised Lord and eternal inheritance in the Kingdom.  In light of this, the Church saw its 
mission as basically three-fold: 1) enduring worship and faith, 2) progressive discipleship and 
sanctification, and 3) faithful proclamation and evangelism. 

 Alva J. McClain, The Greatness of the Kingdom: An Inductive Study of the Kingdom of God (BMH Books, 1959), 438-439.2
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II. WORSHIP, SOVEREIGNTY, AND THE DAY OF THE LORD 

A. Everything was created by God, by his power and in his love, for the purpose of intimacy and 
communion.  This perfect intent was disrupted by sin, but will be restored on the Day of the 
Lord in the resurrection.  In the interim, God remains completely sovereign in his governance 
over the heavens and the earth.  This framework gives context for worship: the 
acknowledgment of worth and the declaration of allegiance. 

In the center, around the throne (representing sovereignty), were four living creatures… 
8 Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty 
(governmentally), who was, and is, and is to come (sovereignly sitting on the throne)…  
11 You are worthy (worship), our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power 
(acknowledgment of sovereignty), for you created all things, and by your will they were 
created and have their being." (NIV Revelation 4:6-11) 

B. The worship of God’s sovereign governance over the heavens and earth is the eternal purpose 
of creation.  However, after the Fall it becomes the anchor of hope for all creation, the 
navigational compass for our sojourning amidst evil and suffering in this age.   

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling (amidst temptation and evil) and to 
present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy (cf. Day of the 
Lord),  25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever (cf. sovereignty). Amen. 
(ESV Jude 1:24-25) 

"Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship 
does not. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this 
age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of 
God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever...  All 
of history is moving toward one great goal, the white-hot worship of God and His Son among 
all the peoples of the earth. Missions is not that goal. It is the means. And for that reason it is 
the second greatest activity in the world."  3

1. Though evil and suffering continues to exist (because God loves that which causes it), God 
has complete power over it and will eradicate it in His time.  In the interim, the Redeemed 
confidently trust in a benevolent and sovereign God who deserves absolute worship, even 
in the midst of death and wickedness. 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  16 But I received mercy 
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  17 To 
the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. (ESV 1 Timothy 1:15-17) 

After they (Paul and Silas) had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, 
and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  24 Upon receiving such 
orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  25 About 

 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy of God in Missions, 2nd Ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003), 17-18.3
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midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. (NIV Acts 16:23-25) 

2. Throughout the Scriptures, it is soteriological context that primarily defines worship rather 
than divine ontological attributes.  It is the revelation of God’s absolute power and love over 
creation, culminating in the Day of the Lord, that evokes the greatest response of worship.   

I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be 
conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the 
Gentiles has come in… 32 For God has bound all men over to disobedience (power) 
so that he may have mercy on them all (love).  33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths 
beyond tracing out!  34 Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his 
counselor? (as Governor over creation)  35 Who has ever given to God, that God 
should repay him?  36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To 
him be the glory forever! Amen. (NIV Romans 11:25-36) 

C. The logical consequence of God’s absolute and benevolent sovereignty is the restoration of all 
things by his ordained means, i.e. the Messianic Seed (cf. Gen. 3:15).  If God is a loving and 
all powerful Ruler over his creation, then the Day of the Lord ought to be expected.  

See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him… 12 Who has measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the 
heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on 
the scales and the hills in a balance? … 15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a 
bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they 
were fine dust… 21 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you 
from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  22 He sits 
enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He 
stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.   
23 He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.  24 No 
sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the 
ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away 
like chaff. (NIV Isaiah 40:10-24) 

1. Worship of God is the eternal calling of humanity.  However, after the Fall there is a shift—a 
groan that enters into creation.  Men began to “call on the name of the Lord” (cf. Gen. 4:26) 
in eager expectation that the Sovereign God will restore all things. 

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  17 Now if we 
are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory (i.e. resurrection 
and Kingdom)… 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth (cf. Mt. 24:8; 1 Thess. 5:3; etc.) right up to the present time.  23 Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24 For in 
this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for 
what he already has?  25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently (i.e. groaning in intercession).  26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 1: Worship in Light of the Coming Kingdom           Page  of 7 159

weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express (concerning the coming of 
Messiah and the redemption of our bodies). (NIV Romans 8:16-25) 

2. The groan for the restoration of all things directly corresponds to the revelation of God’s 
absolute sovereignty.  He is completely able to restore all things, and He completely 
desires to restore all things. 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.   
10 They called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until 
you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?"  11 Then each of 
them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had 
been was completed. (NIV Revelation 6:9-11) 

3. Thus, the opposite side of worship is longing for the Day of the Lord.  All true worship of 
God upon his heavenly throne leads to the bolstering of faith in the coming of the Messiah 
who will execute the restoration of all things. 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
which said: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever."  16 And the twenty-four elders, who 
were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God,   
17 saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who 
was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign.  18 The 
nations were angry; and your wrath has come. (NIV Revelation 11:15-18) 

D. Consequently, the Church is exhorted to set her hope fully on the Messiah and the Day of the 
Lord as the appropriate response in worship.  Reverent fear and trembling at the word of the 
Lord is the natural response to a real belief in the sovereignty of God over creation. 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to 
you, searched intently and with the greatest care,  11 trying to find out the time and 
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow… 13 Therefore, prepare your 
minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.  14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil 
desires you had when you lived in ignorance… 17 Since you call on a Father who 
judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. 
(NIV 1 Peter 1:10-17) 

1. This exhortation is the center of the Lord’s Prayer.  We orient everything in this age in light 
of the Day of the Lord. 

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who 
is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you (on 
the Day of the Lord).  7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for 
they think they will be heard because of their many words.  8 Do not be like them, 
for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  9 This, then, is how you 
should pray: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  10 your kingdom 
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come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us today our daily 
bread.  12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one."  14 For if you forgive men 
when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you (on the Day of 
the Lord).  15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins. (NIV Matthew 6:6-15) 

2. This exhortation is also the center of Communion, which is at the heart of all Christian 
worship.  Communion is inherently related to the Day of the Lord and is meant to anchor 
the Church in repentance and hope.  

I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I tell you, 
I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."  17 After taking 
the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you.  18 For I tell 
you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."  
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is 
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."  (NIV Luke 22:15-19) 

For I receivd from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 
night he was betrayed, took bread… 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. (NIV 1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

3. This exhortation is echoed throughout the parables, particularly the Parable of the Widow 
(cf. Lk. 18:1-8).  The context of the parable is the suddenness of the Messiah’s coming 
(17:20-25) and the justice established in the days of Noah and Lot as a sign of the Day of 
the Lord (17:26-37).  Thus, the point of the parable ultimately boils down to “faith” (18:8) in 
Jesus as Messiah and his appointment as judge of the heavens and the earth (cf. Jn. 
5:22-29; Acts 10:42; 17:31; Rom. 14:9f; 2 Tim. 4:1-8; etc.). 

"Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  
27 People were eating, drinking (in corruption), marrying and being given in marriage 
(in immorality) up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and 
destroyed them all (in judgment, prefiguring the ultimate justice coming to the earth).   
28 It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and 
selling, planting and building (by injustice).  29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and 
sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  30 It will be just like this on 
the day the Son of Man is revealed (as Messiah, establishing justice on the earth)…" 
18:1 Then (concerning prior messianic justice) Jesus told his disciples a parable to 
show them that they should always pray (for the messianic coming) and not give up.  
2 He said: "In a certain town (cf. heavens and earth) there was a judge (cf. the Father) 
who neither feared God nor cared about men (analogical breakdown).  3 And there 
was a widow (cf. messianic assembly) in that town who kept coming to him with the 
plea, 'Grant me justice (cf. righteousness on the earth under Messiah’s rule) against my 
adversary (cf. wicked powers in the heavens and on earth).'  4 For some time (cf. 
amnestic age) he refused (cf. loving intent toward wicked). But finally he said to 
himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men,  5 yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice (cf. Day of Christ), so that she 
won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'"  6 And the Lord said, "Listen to 
what the unjust judge says.  7 And will not God bring about justice (at Messiah’s 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 1: Worship in Light of the Coming Kingdom           Page  of 9 159

coming) for his chosen ones (messianic assembly), who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off?  8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, 
and quickly (cf. 17:27, 29). However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on the earth (in Jesus’ messiahship and lone right to execute justice)?" (NIV Luke 
17:26-18:8) 

E. This gives context for the common New Testament injunction to “wait” for the coming of the 
Messiah (cf. Rom. 8:25; 1 Cor. 1:5ff; Gal. 5:5; Phil. 3:20f; 1 Thess. 1:9f; Tit. 2:12f; Heb. 9:27f; 
Jam. 5:7f; 2 Pe. 3:13f; Jude 1:20f).  The language of “waiting” is drawn from the prophetic 
writings in context to the Day of the Lord (cf. Is. 25:9; 26:8; 30:18; 40:31; 49:23; 64:4; Lam. 
3:25f; Hos. 12:6; Mic. 7:7; Zeph. 3:8; Ps. 25:3ff; 27:14; 31:24; 37:7ff; 40:1; 62:1ff; etc.). 

And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the 
veil that is spread over all nations.  8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord 
GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  9 It will be said on that day, 
"Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the 
LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation." (ESV Isaiah 
25:7-9) 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake 
at your presence-  2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil- 
to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at 
your presence! … 4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has 
seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. (ESV Isaiah 64:1-4) 

Therefore wait for me, declares the LORD, for the day when I rise up to seize the prey. 
For my decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon them 
my indignation, all my burning anger; for in the fire of my jealousy all the earth shall 
be consumed. (ESV Zephaniah 3:8) 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who 
prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!  8 Refrain from anger, 
and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.  9 For the evildoers shall be 
cut off, but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land (Hb. erets, “earth” KJV/
NKJV). (ESV Psalm 37:7-9) 

• For in him you have been enriched in every way-- in all your speaking and in all your 
knowledge--  6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.                   
7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be revealed. (NIV 1 Corinthians 1:5-7) 

• But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  
21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him to subject all things to himself. (ESV Philippians 3:20-21) 

• They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues 
us from the coming wrath. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10) 
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• It (the “grace of God”) teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,  13 while we 
wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ… (NIV Titus 2:12-13) 

• And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,  28 so 
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. (ESV Hebrews 
9:27-28) 

• Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious produce of the soil (cf. resurrection), being patient about it, until it gets the 
early and late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is near. (NASB James 5:7-8) 

• But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit;  
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that leads to eternal life. (ESV Jude 1:20-21) 

1. In light of this, the Church is repeatedly exhorted to patience, endurance, and perseverance 
concerning the wickedness of this age, trusting that God will soon execute the Day of the 
Lord. 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  3 More than that, we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope… (ESV Romans 5:2-4) 

May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy,  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. (ESV Colossians 1:11-12) 

Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in 
all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  5 All this is evidence that God's 
judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which you are suffering.  6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those 
who trouble you  7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.   
(NIV 2 Thessalonians 1:4-7) 

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  36 For you 
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may 
receive what is promised.  37 For, "Yet a little while, and the coming one will come 
and will not delay…" (ESV Hebrews 10:35-37) 

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 
(NIV James 1:12) 

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance… 3 You have persevered 
and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary… 7 To him 
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who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God. (NIV Revelation 2:2-7) 

Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them… 10 If anyone is 
to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 
saints. (ESV Revelation 13:7-10) 

2. The Day of the Lord is set by the Father.  No man, angel or demon can change it.  Its 
destiny is sealed, and no man can manipulate it.  To think that a man can change the Day 
is pure presumption and delusion. 

They asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  
7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority. (NIV Acts 1:6-7) 

The disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, 
and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"  4 Jesus 
answered… 36 No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father.  37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. (NIV Matthew 24:3-4, 36-37) 

I charge you  14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  15 which God will bring about in his own time-- God, the 
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone is 
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. 
To him be honor and might forever. Amen. (NIV 1 Timothy 6:13-16) 

3. This gives context for the problematic translation of the 2 Peter 3, concerning the hastening 
of the Day of the Lord. 

By His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the 
day of judgment (by God) and destruction of ungodly men… 9 The Lord is not slow 
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for all to come to repentance… 11 Since all these things are to 
be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness,  12 looking for (Gk. prosdokao, “waiting for” ESV/NRSV) and hastening  
(Gk. speudo) the coming of the day of God (NIV note: “as you wait eagerly for the day 
of God to come”)… 13 But according to His promise we are looking for (Gk. 
prosdokao, “waiting for” ESV/NRSV) new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for (Gk. prosdokao, 
“waiting for” ESV/NRSV/NLT) these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 
spotless and blameless (our role in relation to the day of God). (NASB 2 Peter 3:9-14) 

• <4328> prosdoka,w prosdokao {pros-dok-ah'-o} 

Meaning: to await, expect 

Origin: from 4314 [Gk. pros, “at, near, to, towards…”] and dokeuo (to watch);; v 
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Usage: NASB - expect 2, expecting 2, look 4, looking 2, state of expectation 1, waited 
1, waiting 2, watching1; 15  4

• <4692> speu,dw speudo {spyoo'-do}  

Meaning:  1) to haste, make haste 2) to desire earnestly  

Origin:  a prim. word;; v 

Usage:  AV - make haste 3, haste 1, haste unto 1, with haste 1; 6  5

4. The paradox cannot be overcome.  It is inherent in the nature of governance.  The Lord 
also longs to send the Messiah, yet he refrains out of love.  We must enter into the tension 
between groaning for restoration and confident trust in divine sovereignty. 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time.  23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies… 28 And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  
(NIV Romans 8:22-28) 

 Matt. 11:3; 24:50; Luke 1:21; 3:15; 7:19f; 8:40; 12:46; Acts 3:5; 10:24; 27:33; 28:6; 2 Pet. 3:12ff.4

 Luke 2:16; 19:5f; Acts 20:16; 22:18; 2 Pet. 3:12.5
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Class 2: Discipleship in Light of the Coming Kingdom 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. Eschatology determines missiology.  One’s understanding of the end logically determines the 
means to that end.  Biblical eschatology is based on perfect cosmogeny, which sets the 
foundation and context for salvation at the end of the age. 

B. In this light the primary missiological role of the ekklesia in this age is to acknowledge and 
worship God as good and holy, righteous and loving, in his governance over creation.  He is 
sovereign over all things, even the height of human wickedness and death, because he loves 
the evil people who are causing the death and suffering.  Our role is to trust his benevolent 
sovereignty and submit to his ordained means of restoration, the Messianic Seed of Adam 
whom he has chosen. 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  16 But I received mercy for 
this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  17 To the 
King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. (ESV 1 Timothy 1:15-17) 

II. THE SECONDARY ROLE OF THE EKKLESIA 

A. In light of the coming Messianic Kingdom, and the judgment and restoration therein, the 
secondary role of the Church is to honor the King whom we serve through our lifestyle and 
prepare for our inheritance in his kingdom. 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It teaches us to 
say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age,  13 while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good. (NIV Titus 2:11-14) 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him,  7 rooted 
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world 
rather than on Christ. (NIV Colossians 2:6-8) 

B. This is the context of the biblical exhortation to discipleship and sanctification.  The Church is 
called to holiness and righteousness because the King we serve and his coming kingdom will 
be ruled by those who are holy and righteous.  This is radically different than the common 
context for discipleship of an immaterial heaven. 
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Therefore (because of the living hope of resurrection and salvation, v.3-12), preparing your 
minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ (i.e. resurrected body, v.4-5).  14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance 
(about the resurrection),  15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct,  16 since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."  17 And if you call on 
him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds (cf. Is. 40:10; 
62:11; Mt.16:27; Rev. 22:12), conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 
exile (unto your inheritance),  18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,   
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  
(ESV 1 Peter 1:13-19) 

1. “Discipleship” therefore is simply training to reign.  Because all government is based on 
love and ability, God has provided a context and opportunity for all the nations to be purified 
of selfishness, pride and greed and to be made worthy to rule over the earth in genuine 
love for its highest well-being. 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me (i.e. benevolent 
sovereignty, inevitably resulting in the resurrection and judgment, cf. Acts 2:35; Heb. 
10:13; etc.).  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations (in preparation for that 
Kingdom), baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit (for assurance of inclusion in that Kingdom),  20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age (when the Kingdom is established). (NIV Matthew 28:18-20) 

2. God calls his followers to be holy in character and lifestyle, unto future governance over the 
earth, as He is holy in character and lifestyle in his everlasting governance over creation. 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,  4 by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 
them you may become partakers of the divine nature (i.e. resurrection), having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  5 For this 
very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith (in the resurrection and 
Kingdom) with virtue, and virtue with knowledge,  6 and knowledge with self-control, 
and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  7 and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  8 For if these 
qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For whoever lacks these 
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind (i.e. lack of vision for the age to come), 
having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.  10 Therefore, brothers, 
be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice 
these qualities you will never fall.  11 For in this way there will be richly provided for 
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
(ESV 2 Peter 1:3-12) 
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3. In this way, we live lives “worthy” of the kingdom of God and the age to come—not that our 
lives qualify us for the inheritance, but that our lives emulate the righteousness of that 
which we have been called to. 

You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were 
among you who believed.  11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a 
father deals with his own children,  12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to 
live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.    
(NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12) 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will 
know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the 
gospel  28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a 
sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved-- and that by 
God.  29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for him. (NIV Philippians 1:27-29) 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good 
work, growing in the knowledge of God,  11 being strengthened with all power 
according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, and joyfully  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. (NIV Colossians 1:9-12) 

4. It is the judgment and righteousness of the coming kingdom that sets the standard for 
holiness in this age.  Sanctification and a higher moral standard are not arbitrary realities 
given by God in this age before we die and go to an ethereal “heaven”; they are real 
standards that will be enforced on the earth in the age to come. 

May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as 
we do for you,  13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  4:1 Finally, 
then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from 
us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so 
more and more.  2 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus.  3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from 
sexual immorality;  4 that each one of you know how to control his own body in 
holiness and honor,  5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know 
God (benevolently ruling over creation);  6 that no one transgress and wrong his 
brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told 
you beforehand and solemnly warned you.  7 For God has not called us for 
impurity, but in holiness. (ESV 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:7). 

For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is 
an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  6 Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on 
those who are disobedient.  7 Therefore do not be partners with them.  8 For you 
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were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light   
9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)  10 and 
find out what pleases the Lord.  11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of 
darkness, but rather expose them. (NIV Ephesians 5:5-11) 

5. Discipleship and sanctification are thus the simple outworking of worship and faith.  We 
obey because we love our Father and King.  We want to honor the One we serve.  We want 
to be like our Father.  We want to please our God now as he will be pleased in the age to 
come.  We are living out our lives in reverent fear of the Day of the Lord. 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling,  13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.  14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning,  15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked 
and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,  16 holding 
fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run 
in vain or labor in vain. (ESV Philippians 2:12-16) 

See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away 
from him who warns us from heaven?  26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but 
now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the 
heavens." (cf. Hag. 2:6)… 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with 
reverence and awe,  29 for our "God is a consuming fire." (cf. Deut. 4:24) (NIV 
Hebrews 12:25-29) 

C. Jesus exhorts his disciples to servanthood, meekness and love because they will reign in a 
real government on the earth.  The modern Church generally disregards discipleship and 
sanctification because immaterial “heaven” has no real government to prepare for. 

And he said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer.  16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God."… 24 A 
dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest (in the coming Kingdom).  25 And he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them (function selfishly in government), and those in authority 
over them are called benefactors (hypocritically give lip service to benevolent governance).  
26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, 
and the leader as one who serves (for the well-being of those governed).  27 For who is 
the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines 
at table? But I am among you as the one who serves (modeling messianic governmental 
character).  28 You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,  29 and I assign to 
you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom (i.e. co-government within the Kingdom),   
30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." (ESV Luke 22:15-30) 

• Jesus told them, "In this world the kings and great men lord it over their people, yet 
they are called 'friends of the people.'  26 But among you it will be different. Those 
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who are the greatest among you should take the lowest rank, and the leader should 
be like a servant. (NLT Luke 22:25-26) 

1. Jesus taught his disciples how to pray.  Their first response is worship, expressed in 
earnest expectation of the Kingdom.  In light of this, they are taught to pray for grace to 
walk in holiness and blamelessness in preparation for that Kingdom. 

Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  10 Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us this day 
our daily bread (cf. vv.19-34),  12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors.  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  14 For if 
you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you,   
15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses." (ESV Matthew 6:9-15) 

2. Jesus models the righteous governance of the coming age before his death by taking on 
the role of the lowest servant. 

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he now showed them the full extent of his love… 3 Jesus knew that the 
Father had put all things under his power (“authority” NLT)… 4 so he got up from the 
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  5 After 
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet (the job of 
the lowest servant/slave), drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you (as Messiah) going to 
wash my feet?"  7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later 
(in the messianic kingdom) you will understand."  8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never 
wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me (cf. 
inheritance in the Kingdom)."… 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on 
his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for 
you?" he asked them.  13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord', and rightly so, for that is 
what I am (i.e. Messiah).  14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another's feet.  15 I have set you an example (of 
messianic governmental character) that you should do as I have done for you…  
17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed (in the coming messianic 
kingdom) if you do them." (NIV John 13:1-17) 

• Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves.  4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others.  5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,     
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
(governmentally, cf. v. 11) as something to be exploited,  7 but emptied himself 
(governmentally), taking the form of a slave (for the well-being of the whole), being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form,  8 he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross.  9 Therefore 
God also highly exalted him (governmentally) and gave him the name that is above 
every name,  10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend (in the 
Kingdom), in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue should 
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confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NRSV Philippians 
2:3-11) 

3. The apostles likewise exhort and model servanthood, meekness and humility in preparation 
for the Kingdom. 

To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so 
that by all possible means I might save some.  23 I do all this for the sake of the 
gospel, that I may share in its blessings (i.e. benefits/rewards in the Kingdom).  24 Do 
you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in 
such a way as to get the prize (resurrection and authority).  25 Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict training (cf. discipleship/sanctification). They 
do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever.  26 Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a 
man beating the air.  27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. (NIV 1 Corinthians 
9:22-27) 

When I was with you, I certainly gave you proof that I am an apostle. For I patiently 
did many signs and wonders and miracles among you.  13 The only thing I failed to 
do, which I do in the other churches, was to become a financial burden to you. 
Please forgive me for this wrong!  14 Now I am coming to you for the third time, and 
I will not be a burden to you (for my own well-being). I don't want what you have-- I 
want you. After all, children don't provide for their parents. Rather, parents provide 
for their children (assuming parents function in benevolent government).  15 I will gladly 
spend myself and all I have for you, even though it seems that the more I love you, 
the less you love me… 19 Perhaps you think we're saying these things just to 
defend ourselves. No, we tell you this as Christ's servants, and with God as our 
witness. Everything we do, dear friends, is to strengthen you. (NLT 2 Corinthians 
12:12-19) 

As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you,  7 but we were gentle 
among you, like a mother caring for her little children… 9 Surely you remember, 
brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a 
burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.  10 You are 
witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among 
you who believed.  11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals 
with his own children,  12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives 
worthy of God (in preparation for the Kingdom), who calls you into his kingdom and 
glory. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:6-12) 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. (ESV 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

4. It is the real governance of the age to come, and the righteousness and reward therein, that 
is a primary motivator of the human heart.  The lack of a real government and real rewards 
in an ethereal “heaven” is one of the main reasons for the lack of discipleship and 
sanctification in the church today. 
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Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 
your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may 
invite you back and so you will be repaid.  13 But when you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  14 and you will be blessed. Although 
they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."       
15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is 
the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." (NIV Luke 14:12-15) 

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the 
kingdom will ever see me again… 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will 
come in among you and will not spare the flock.  30 Even from your own number 
men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.  31 So 
be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of 
you night and day with tears.  32 Now I commit you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. (NIV Acts 20:25-32) 

The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 
rewarded according to his own labor… 13 his work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will 
test the quality of each man's work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will receive 
his reward. (NIV 1 Corinthians 3:8-14) 

God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  8 For the one 
who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption (“destruction” NIV, i.e. 
Gehenna), but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life 
(“everlasting life” NKJV/NLT, i.e. resurrection).  9 And let us not grow weary of doing 
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. (ESV Galatians 6:7-9) 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye 
is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord.  23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for men,  24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (NIV Colossians 3:22-24) 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the 
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- 
with great patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will 
not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  
4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths… 7 I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  8 Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day-- and not only to me, but also to all who have longed 
for his appearing. (NIV 2 Timothy 4:1-8) 
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Class 3: Evangelism in Light of the Coming Kingdom 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. In light of the coming Messianic Kingdom, the Church’s primary role is acknowledge and 
worship God in his present benevolent sovereignty over all things in the heavens and on the 
earth, and to wait, hope and pray for the Day of the Lord and the coming of His Messiah.   

B. Secondarily, the Church is called to prepare for its inheritance in that kingdom.  It is called to 
holiness and blamelessness that we might receive a rich welcome into the coming kingdom.  
This is the context of discipleship and sanctification, training to reign in love and righteousness. 

II. THE TERTIARY ROLE OF THE CHURCH 

A. The tertiary role of the Church is to be a witness of that Kingdom—and the judgment and 
restoration therein—to all the nations. 

This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms (before the 
establishment of the Kingdom, cf. v.26)… 46 This is what is written: The Christ will suffer 
and rise from the dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations (before “everything” is fulfilled), beginning at 
Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses (Gk. martus) of these things (i.e. suffering before the 
glory). (NIV Luke 24:44-48) 

So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel (cf. “the kingdom of God” v.3)?"  7 He said to them: "It is 
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8 But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses (Gk. martus) in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth." (NIV Acts 1:6-8) 

• He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses (Gk. martus) whom God had 
already chosen-- by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.        
42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify (Gk. diamarturomai) that he 
is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. (NIV Acts 
10:41-42) 

B. This witness primary consists of the proclamation of the gospel/good news of the Kingdom.  
The essential constitution of the gospel is the Resurrection and the Kingdom. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God,  
15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel." (ESV Mark 1:14-15) 

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you… 2 By this gospel 
you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain.  3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
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Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures… 17 if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins… 20 But Christ has indeed been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep… 22 For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  24 Then the end will come, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power.  25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death… 32 If the dead are not 
raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." (NIV 1 Corinthians 15:1-57) 

1. Humanity’s ultimate problem is death/suffering/sickness and its root of wickedness and 
rebellion (i.e. bad news).  The biblical gospel (i.e. good news) boldly declares to the sick 
and dying the overturning and conquering of death in the resurrection of the body.  
Moreover, it declares to the poor and oppressed the uprooting and destruction of 
wickedness in the judgment of the Day of the Lord. 

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction. (ESV Matthew 9:35) 

The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written: 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor." (NIV Luke 4:17) 

2. On the other hand, the Christonaturalistic gospel essentially acquiesces and concedes to 
death, incorporating it into the core of its good news.  Oxymoronically, death is the means 
of escaping death, which itself is immortalized when the material heavens and earth are 
destroyed. 

For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile… 19 If only for this life we have hope 
in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men… 30 And as for us, why do we 
endanger ourselves every hour?  31 I die every day-- I mean that, brothers-- just as 
surely as I glory over you in Christ Jesus our Lord…  32 If the dead are not raised, 
"Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die."  33 Do not be misled: "Bad company 
corrupts good character."  34 Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop 
sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God-- I say this to your shame. (NIV 
1 Corinthians 15:16-34) 

3. This Christonaturalistic gospel is proclaimed throughout the earth in sermon, song and 
lifestyle.  Though a retarded hope, it is the only thing available to the modern church. 

“Some glad morning when this life is o'er, I'll fly away.  To a home on God's celestial 
shore, I'll fly away.  I'll fly away, Oh Glory; I'll fly away.  When I die, Hallelujah, by and by; 
I'll fly away…  Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away. To a land where joy shall 
never end, I'll fly away.”  6

 Albert E. Brumley, “I’ll Fly Away” (1929), public domain.6
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4. Though the “heavenly destiny” of the modern church is the core of the modern gospel, it is 
surprisingly little addressed.  The enemy desires to destroy all hope to humanity, even a 
retarded heavenly destiny. 

John Calvin, the great expositor, never wrote a commentary on Revelation and never 
dealt with the eternal state at any length.  Though he encourages meditation on Heaven 
in his Institutes of the Christian Religion, his theology of Heave seems strikingly weak 
compared to his theology of God, Christ, salvation, Scripture, and the church… A great 
deal has been written about eschatology—the study of the end times—but comparatively 
little about Heaven… Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr wrote an in-depth two-volume set 
titled The Nature and Destiny of Man.  Remarkably, he had nothing to say about Heaven.  
William Shedd’s three-volume Dogmatic Theology contains eighty-seven pages on 
eternal punishment, but only two on Heaven.  In his nine-hundred-page theology, Great 
Doctrines of the Bible, Martyn Lloyd-Jones devotes less than two pages to the eternal 
state and the New Earth.  Louis Berkof’s classic Systematic Theology devotes thirty-eight 
pages to creation, forty pages to baptism and communion, and fifteen pages to what 
theologians call “the intermediate state”… Yet it contains only two pages on Hell and one 
page on the eternal state.  When all that’s said about the eternal Heaven is limited to 
page 737 of a 737-page systematic theology like Berkof’s, it raises a question: Does 
Scripture really have so little to say?  Are there so few theological implications to this 
subject?  The biblical answer, I believe, is an emphatic no!  In The Eclipse of Heaven, 
theology professor A. J. Conyers writes, ‘Even to one without religious commitment and 
theological convictions, it should be an unsettling thought that this world is attempting to 
chart its way through some of the most perilous waters in history, having now decided it 
ignore what was for nearly two millennia its fixed point of reference—its North Star.  The 
certainty of judgment, the longing for heaven, the dread of hell: these are not prominent 
considerations in our modern discourse about the important matters of life.  But they once 
were.’”  7

At this point, The Christian’s Pilgrim by Jonathan Edwards is highlighted in the audio 
teaching, which can be downloaded with 3b’s audio teaching. 

Tim Warner articles that John Harrigan references can be downloaded here (Tim Warner’s 
website http://www.answersinrevelation.org/):  

Millennial Week Eschatology  http://www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chiliasm.pdf 

Chronology of the Whole Bible  http://www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chronology.pdf 

C. The good news of the Kingdom also inherently consists of bad news toward the wicked and 
unrepentant.  Thus, the good news is consistently accompanied by a call to repentance unto 
the forgiveness of sins (cf. Mt. 3:2; 4:17; Mk. 1:15; Lk. 3:3; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 10:43; 11:18; 
13:38; 14:3; 17:30; 20:21; 26:18; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; 2:13; Tit. 2:11; etc.). 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  2 "Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."… 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region about the Jordan were going out to him,  6 and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. (ESV Matthew 3:1-6) 

 Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Tyndale House Publishers, 2004), 8-9.7

http://www.answersinrevelation.org/
http://www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chiliasm.pdf
http://www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chronology.pdf
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Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd… 17 "'In the 
last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people… 20 The sun will be turned 
to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of 
the Lord.  21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'…   
36 Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ."  37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  38 Peter 
replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (NIV Acts 
2:14-38) 

Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then 
times of refreshment (Gk. anapsuxis) will come from the presence of the Lord, and he 
will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah. (NLT Acts 3:19-20) 

III. PROCLAMATION BY WORD 

A. This witness of the Kingdom is primarily accomplished through a bold proclamation of the 
word. 

They lifted their voices together to God and said, "Sovereign Lord, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them,  25 who through the mouth of 
our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit… 29 And now, Lord, look upon 
their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness,  30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus."  31 And when they had 
prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.  
(ESV Acts 4:24-31) 

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.  5 Philip went 
down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there… 12 when they believed 
Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women… 14 When the apostles in Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them… 
25 When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. (NIV Acts 
8:4-25) 

"He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  43 All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."   
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard 
the message. (NIV Acts 10:42-44) 

The two of them (Paul and Barnabas), sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down 
to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus.  5 When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues… 14:1 At Iconium Paul and 
Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively 
that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed… 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent 
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considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of 
his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders. (NIV Acts 13:4-14:3) 

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with 
them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ 
to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, 
is the Christ." … 13 When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching 
the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them 
up. (ESV Acts 17:2-13) 

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth… 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the 
synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  5 When Silas and Timothy came 
from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews 
that Jesus was the Christ. (NIV Acts 18:1-5) 

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus… 8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, 
arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. (NIV Acts 19:1-8) 

I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the 
task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.  
25 Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the 
kingdom will ever see me again… 27 I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole 
will of God. (NIV Acts 20:24-27) 

For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who 
came to see him.  31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God 
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV Acts 28:30-31) 

B. Ministry of the Word (i.e. evangelism and proclamation of the Kingdom) was considered the 
culmination of the purpose of the apostles before the return of Christ. 

The twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we 
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.  3 Therefore, brothers, pick 
out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty.  4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word." (ESV Acts 6:2-4) 

• They themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come.  2:1 For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was 
not in vain.  2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at 
Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of 
God in the midst of much conflict… 9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: 
we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we 
proclaimed to you the gospel of God. (ESV 1 Thessalonians 1:9-2:9) 

• I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, 
because of the grace God gave me  16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles 
with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God… 19 So from Jerusalem all the 
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way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ.  20 It has always 
been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would 
not be building on someone else's foundation. (NIV Romans 15:15-20) 

C. Paul’s primary charge to his main disciple, Timothy, was the proclamation of the Kingdom. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the Word; 
be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great 
patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine (concerning the Kingdom). Instead, to suit their own desires, they 
will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want 
to hear.  4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But 
you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
discharge all the duties of your ministry (“fulfill your ministry” NASB/ESV/NKJ).   
(NIV 2 Timothy 4:1-5) 

• And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.  3 Endure hardship with us 
like a good soldier of Christ Jesus… 8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 
descended from David. This is my gospel,  9 for which I am suffering even to the 
point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained.  10 Therefore I 
endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died 
with him, we will also live with him;  12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we 
disown him, he will also disown us;  13 if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for 
he cannot disown himself.  14 Keep reminding them of these things… 16 Avoid 
godless chatter (“foolish discussions” NLT), because those who indulge in it will 
become more and more ungodly.  17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among 
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,  18 who have wandered away from the truth. They 
say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 
(NIV 2 Timothy 2:2-18) 

IV. PROCLAMATION BY DEED 

“Preach the gospel at all times; when necessary, use words.”-- St. Francis  8

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. (ESV Colossians 3:17) 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,  17 encourage your hearts and strengthen 
you in every good deed and word. (NIV 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17) 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers.  17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet 

 Though often quoted as from St. Francis, this catchy phrase is not actually in his writings or in the earliest biographies about 8

him.  However, in Chapter XVII of his Rule of 1221, Francis told the friars not to preach unless they had received the proper permission 
to do so. Then he added, “Let all the brothers, however, preach by their deeds.”  This is where the popular quote found its origin.
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closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?  18 Little children, let us 
not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. (ESV 1 John 3:16-18) 

A. The Church’s witness of the Kingdom is not only by word, but also by deed.  The Church 
witnesses to the righteousness and holiness of the coming Kingdom by walking in 
righteousness and holiness in this age.  This is the thrust of the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5-7; 
Lk. 6) 

You are the light of the world (cf. “the Day”). A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Nor 
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all 
in the house.  16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (ESV Matthew 
5:14-16) 

• And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up 
from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  
12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light.  13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, 
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 
dissension and jealousy. (NIV Romans 13:11-13) 

• Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds.  25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. (NIV Hebrews 10:23-25) 

• If any man builds on this foundation (holiness of Jesus Messiah) using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw (cf. quality of deeds),  13 his work will be shown for 
what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the 
fire will test the quality of each man's work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will 
receive his reward (cf. Is. 40:10; 62:11; Mt. 16:27; Rev. 22:12). (NIV 1 Corinthians 3:12-14) 

B. By their lifestyle, the Church witnesses to the world concerning what kind of behavior will be 
acceptable in the age to come. 

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  
20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions  21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I 
did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   
23 gentleness and self-control (implying that those who live like this will inherit the 
Kingdom). (NIV Galatians 5:19-23) 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children  2 and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  
3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 
impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people… 5 For of this 
you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is an idolater-- 
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. (NIV Ephesians 5:1-5) 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 3: Evangelism in Light of the Coming Kingdom           Page  of 27 159

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.       
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6 Because of these, the wrath 
of God is coming. (NIV Colossians 3:4-6) 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,  28 and not frightened in 
anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of 
your salvation, and that from God. (NIV Philippians 1:27-28) 

C. Walking in the righteousness of the age to come is meant confirm the message of the Church 
to an unbelieving world. 

I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother 
but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. 
With such a man do not even eat.  12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside 
the church? Are you not to judge those inside (as a reflection of the age to come)?         
13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." (cf. Deut. 
13:5; 17:7; 21:21; etc.)  6:1 If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before 
the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints?  2 Do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? (cf. Is. 24:21ff; Dan. 7:27; Ps. 149:6ff; etc.)… 6 But instead, 
one brother goes to law against another-- and this in front of unbelievers!    
(NIV 1 Corinthians 5:9-6:6) 
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Class 4: Prayer as the Means of Grace for Faithful Sojourning 

I. THE DIVINE PURPOSE OF GRACE 

A. The Church is called to persevere in their calling to worship God and believe in his appointed 
Messiah, sanctifying themselves in preparation for his Kingdom, and testifying to all nations of 
the judgment and restoration of that Kingdom.  However, perseverance in this calling is wholly 
dependent upon God and his grace, by means of the Holy Spirit’s empowerment. 

Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait (cf. prayer) for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit… 8 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth. (NIV Acts 1:4-8) 

B. The Holy Spirit is given by God as a deposit (cf. 2 Cor. 5:5; Eph. 1:14; etc.) of the grace (Gk. 
charis) that will be given the saints at the revelation of Jesus (cf. 1 Pe. 1:13; Tit. 2:11; 1 Cor. 
1:7; Gal. 1:6; etc.).   

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to 
you (i.e. resurrected body, cf. vv.3-5), searched intently and with the greatest care…  
13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on 
the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. (NIV 1 Peter 1:10-13) 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It teaches us to 
say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age,  13 while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. (NIV Titus 2:11-13) 

1. “Grace” (Gk. charis) is a complex word with a wide range of meaning, both in the Greek 
and the English languages.  However, it is ultimately within a governmental context, 
referring to the favor, goodwill, and joy (the root from which the Gk. charis is derived) of a 
governor toward his subjects.  9

• <5485> ca,rij charis {khar'-ece}  

Meaning:  1) grace 1a) that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, 
loveliness: grace of speech 2) good will, loving-kindness, favour… 3) what is due to 
grace 3a) the spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace 3b) the 
token or proof of grace, benefit… 

Origin:  from 5463; TDNT - 9:372,1298; n f 

 Note the introduction (cf. Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:2; 1 9

Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4; Phlm. 1:3; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2; 2 John 1:3; Rev. 1:4) and conclusion (cf. Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor. 16:23; 2 
Cor. 13:14; Gal. 6:18; Eph. 6:24; Phil 4:23; Col. 4:18; 1 Thess. 5:28; 2 Thess. 3:18; 1 Tim. 6:21; 2 Tim. 4:22; Tit. 3:15; Phlm. 1:25; Heb. 
13:25; 1 Pe. 5:12; 2 Pe. 3:18; Rev. 22:21) of almost every epistle in the New Testament.
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Usage:  AV - grace 130, favour 6, thanks 4, thank 4, thank + 2192 3, misc 9; 156  10

• <5463> cai,rw chairo {khah'-ee-ro} 

Meaning:  1) to rejoice, be glad 2) to rejoice exceedingly 3) to be well, thrive 4) in 
salutations, hail! 5) at the beginning of letters: to give one greeting, salute  

Origin:  a primary verb; TDNT - 9:359,1298; v 

Usage:  AV - rejoice 42, be glad 14, joy 5, hail 5, greeting 3, misc 5; 74  11

To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to 
you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV Romans 1:7) 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him 
who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his 
throne,  5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. (NIV Revelation 1:4-5) 

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. (ESV Romans 16:20) 

He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!  21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (ESV Revelation 
22:20-21) 

2. The Greek word charis is used in translation for the Hebrew word chen, i.e. “favor”.   12

Throughout the Old Testament, the favor of the Lord in all its different forms, is expressed 
through divine favor and empowerment. 

• <2580> !xe chen {khane} 

Meaning:  1) favour, grace, charm 1a) favour, grace, elegance 1b) favour, acceptance  

Origin:  from 02603; TWOT- 694a; n m 

 Luke 1:30; 2:40, 52; 4:22; 6:32ff; 17:9; John 1:14, 16f; Acts 2:47; 4:33; 6:8; 7:10, 46; 11:23; 13:43; 14:3, 26; 15:11, 40; 10

18:27; 20:24, 32; 24:27; 25:3, 9; Rom. 1:5, 7; 3:24; 4:4, 16; 5:2, 15, 17, 20f; 6:1, 14f, 17; 7:25; 11:5f; 12:3, 6; 15:15; 16:20; 1 Cor. 1:3f; 
3:10; 10:30; 15:10, 57; 16:3, 23; 2 Cor. 1:2, 12, 15; 2:14; 4:15; 6:1; 8:1, 4, 6f, 9, 16, 19; 9:8, 14f; 12:9; 13:13; Gal. 1:3, 6, 15; 2:9, 21; 
5:4; 6:18; Eph. 1:2, 6f; 2:5, 7f; 3:2, 7f; 4:7, 29; 6:24; Phil. 1:2, 7; 4:23; Col. 1:2, 6; 3:16; 4:6, 18; 1 Thess. 1:1; 5:28; 2 Thess. 1:2, 12; 
2:16; 3:18; 1 Tim. 1:2, 12, 14; 6:21; 2 Tim. 1:2f, 9; 2:1; 4:22; Titus 1:4; 2:11; 3:7, 15; Phlm. 1:3, 25; Heb. 2:9; 4:16; 10:29; 12:15, 28; 
13:9, 25; Jam. 4:6; 1 Pet. 1:2, 10, 13; 2:19f; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 10, 12; 2 Pet. 1:2; 3:18; 2 John 1:3; Jude 1:4; Rev. 1:4; 22:21.

 Matt. 2:10; 5:12; 18:13; 26:49; 27:29; 28:9; Mk. 14:11; 15:18; Lk. 1:14, 28; 6:23; 10:20; 13:17; 15:5, 32; 19:6, 37; 22:5; 23:8; 11

Jn. 3:29; 4:36; 8:56; 11:15; 14:28; 16:20, 22; 19:3; 20:20; Acts 5:41; 8:39; 11:23; 13:48; 15:23, 31; 23:26; Rom. 12:12, 15; 16:19; 1 Co. 
7:30; 13:6; 16:17; 2 Co. 2:3; 6:10; 7:7, 9, 13, 16; 13:9, 11; Phil. 1:18; 2:17f, 28; 3:1; 4:4, 10; Col. 1:24; 2:5; 1 Thess. 3:9; 5:16; Jas. 1:1; 
1 Pet. 4:13; 2 Jn. 1:4, 10f; 3 Jn. 1:3; Rev. 11:10; 19:7.

 “The LXX employs this word to translate the Hebrew root meaning ‘favor.’ Thus, Noah found favor before the Lord (Gen. 12

6:8); Jacob sought favor in the eyes of Esau (Gen. 32:5). Similarly, those showing favor do gracious deeds. For example, showing 
kindness to the poor (Prov. 14:31) or generosity to all living (Ecclus. 7:33) was an act of grace. Likewise, the Psalms speak confidently 
of God’s graciousness in hearing prayers, healing (6:2; 41:4), rescuing the oppressed (9:13), giving the Law (119:29), forgiving sin, 
rescuing the weak, and the like… Except for its emphasis on Jesus, the NT understanding of grace resembles that just surveyed… The 
divine grace rests on the infant Jesus (Luke 2:40), who subsequently grows in grace (2:52), speaks gracious words (4:22), and, like a 
divine man, passes unharmed through a hostile mob (4:30). Followers of Jesus, such as Stephen, full of ‘grace,’ do signs and wonders 
(Acts 6:8; cf. 14:3). Likewise, Paul assumes that recipients of God’s grace will perform deeds of grace.” [Paul J. Achtemeier, “Grace,” 
Harper’s Bible Dictionary, 1st ed. (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985), 357.]
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Usage:  AV - grace 38, favour 26, gracious 2, misc 3; 69  13

But Noah found favor (Hb. chen; Gk. charis LXX; “grace” KJV/NKJV) in the eyes of the 
LORD. (ESV Genesis 6:8) 

And the LORD had given the people favor (Hb. chen; Gk. charis LXX) in the sight of 
the Egyptians, so that they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the 
Egyptians. (ESV Exodus 12:36) 

I address my verses to the king; my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.  2 You 
are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace (Hb. chen; Gk. charis LXX) is 
poured upon your lips; therefore God has blessed you forever. (ESV Psalm 45:1-2) 

He who loves purity of heart and has grace (Hb. chen; Gk. charis LXX) on his lips, 
The king will be his friend. (NKJV Proverbs 22:11) 

3. Because of God’s righteousness and favor in light of humanity’s sin and wickedness, the 
grace we receive from Him (Gk. charisma) is translated “gift” (versus the traditional word, 
Gk. doma/doron/dorea/etc.).  Undeservedly, we receive “graces” of the Holy Spirit. 

• <5486> ca,risma charisma {khar'-is-mah}  

Meaning:  1) a favour with which one receives without any merit of his own 2) the gift 
of divine grace 3) the gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue 4) the economy of divine 
grace, by which the pardon of sin and eternal salvation is appointed to sinners in 
consideration of the merits of Christ laid hold of by faith 5) grace or gifts denoting 
extraordinary powers… operating on their souls by the Holy Spirit. 

Origin:  from 5483; TDNT - 9:402,1298; n n 

Usage:  AV - gift 15, free gift 2; 17  14

But the free gift (Gk. charisma) is not like the transgression. For if by the 
transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace (Gk. charis) of 
God and the gift (Gk. dorea) by the grace (Gk. charis) of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abound to the many.  16 The gift (Gk. dorema) is not like that which came through 
the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one 
transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift (Gk. 
charisma) arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.  17 For if by the 
transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who 
receive the abundance of grace (Gk. charis) and of the gift (Gk. dorea) of 
righteousness will reign in life (cf. resurrection) through the One, Jesus Christ.  
(NASB Romans 5:15-17) 

We have different gifts (Gk. charisma), according to the grace (Gk. charis) given us. If 
a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. (NIV Romans 
12:6) 

 Gen. 6:8; 18:3; 19:19; 30:27; 32:6; 33:8, 10, 15; 34:11; 39:4, 21; 47:25, 29; 50:4; Exod. 3:21; 11:3; 12:36; 33:12f, 16f; 34:9; 13

Num. 11:11, 15; 32:5; Deut. 24:1; Jdg. 6:17; Ruth 2:2, 10, 13; 1 Sam. 1:18; 16:22; 20:3, 29; 25:8; 27:5; 2 Sam. 14:22; 15:25; 16:4; 1 Ki. 
11:19; Est. 2:15, 17; 5:2, 8; 7:3; 8:5; Ps. 45:3; 84:12; Prov. 1:9; 3:4, 22, 34; 4:9; 5:19; 11:16; 13:15; 17:8; 22:1, 11; 28:23; 31:30; Eccl. 
9:11; 10:12; Jer. 31:2; Nah. 3:4; Zech. 4:7; 6:14; 12:10.

 Rom. 1:11; 5:15f; 6:23; 11:29; 12:6; 1 Co. 1:7; 7:7; 12:4, 9, 28, 30f; 2 Co. 1:11; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Pet. 4:10.14
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Now there are varieties of gifts (Gk. charisma), but the same Spirit;  5 and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord;  6 and there are varieties of activities, but it 
is the same God who empowers them all in everyone… 29 Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  30 Do all possess gifts (Gk. 
charisma) of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?  31 But earnestly 
desire the higher gifts (Gk. charisma). (ESV 1 Corinthians 12:4-31) 

As each has received a gift (Gk. charisma), use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace (Gk. charis):  11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks 
oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies- in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
(ESV 1 Peter 4:10-11) 

4. Grace is thus simply divine favor and power given by God, the supreme Ruler over 
creation, in this age and the age to come—overcoming Satan, sin and death in the age to 
come and preserving the saints through forgiveness, cleansing and strengthening in this 
age, giving them power to faithfully walk out their calling. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus,  5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and 
all knowledge-  6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you-   
7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift (Gk. charisma), as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. (ESV 1 Corinthians 1:4-8) 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.  6 For this 
reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift (Gk. charisma) of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands,  7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control (as in the age to come).  8 Therefore do not be 
ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in 
suffering for the gospel by the power of God… 12 which is why I suffer as I do. But I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is 
able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. (ESV 2 Timothy 1:5-12) 

C. The grace of God is given in context to the Day of the Lord and the coming Kingdom.  Grace is 
unto strengthening the church in her identity and purpose in this age (cf. worship, discipleship 
and evangelism), and thus grace is the primary “commodity” sought by the saints in this age. 

1. Worship/Faith 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God. (NIV Romans 5:1-2) 

There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you 
were called… 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned 
it… 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to prepare God's people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13 until we all reach 
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unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (NIV Ephesians 4:4-13) 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  15 For we do not 
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.  16 Let 
us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (NIV Hebrews 4:14-16) 

2. Discipleship/Sanctification 

Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. (NIV Acts 20:32) 

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9 But he said to me, 
"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."   
(NIV 2 Corinthians 12:8-9) 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It teaches us 
to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright and godly lives in this present age,  13 while we wait for the blessed hope-- 
the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. (NIV Titus 2:11-13) 

3. Evangelism/Proclamation 

With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. (NIV Acts 4:33) 

Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call 
people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.   
(NIV Romans 1:5) 

I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, 
because of the grace God gave me  16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles… (NIV Romans 15:15-16) 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. 
No, I worked harder than all of them-- yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 
me. (NIV 1 Corinthians 15:10) 

But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his 
grace,  16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone… (ESV Galatians 
1:15-16) 
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D. This then is the context for all of the “apostolic prayers,” i.e. prayers prayed in the Bible by the 
apostles.  The apostles knew their utter dependence upon God, and thus they prayed diligently 
for the grace of God to rest on the community of faith.  15

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in 
the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, 
so that we despaired even of life.  9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. 
But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 
dead.  10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him 
we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,  11 as you help us by your 
prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor (Gk. charisma) 
granted us in answer to the prayers of many. (NIV 2 Corinthians 1:8-11) 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  17 that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of him,  18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might  20 that he 
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand… 
(ESV Ephesians 1:16-20) 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight,  10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 

 All prayers thus essentially go something like this: “God, give us grace to walk worthy of our calling (understanding our faith, 15

sanctifying ourselves, sharing the gospel boldly), that we might receive a rich welcome into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus.”
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and blameless until the day of Christ,  11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ-- to the glory and praise of God. (NIV Philippians 1:9-11) 

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  
10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.  11 May you be strengthened 
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with 
joy,  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in light. (ESV Colossians 1:9-12) 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father… 16 that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith- that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love,  18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.   
(ESV Ephesians 3:14-19) 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement (cf. “hope” v.4) give you a spirit 
of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  6 so that with one heart and 
mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ… 13 May the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (NIV Romans 15:5-13) 

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is 
lacking in your faith.  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear 
the way for us to come to you.  12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow 
for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.  13 May he strengthen 
your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and 
Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 
3:10-13) 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at (“unto” KJV) the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.  25 Brothers, pray for us.  
(ESV 1 Thessalonians 5:23-25) 

With this in mind (cf. v.6-10), we constantly pray for you, that our God may count  you 
worthy (“make you worthy” ESV/NRSV/NLT) of his calling, and that by his power he may 
fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.  12 We pray 
this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV 2 Thessalonians 
1:11-12) 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,  17 encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word.  3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the 
message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you.   
2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has 
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faith… 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.  
(NIV 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5) 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  3 And pray for us, too, that 
God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am in chains.  4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.    
(NIV Colossians 4:2-4) 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.  19 Pray also for me, that 
whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel,  20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that 
I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. (NIV Ephesians 6:18-20) 

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign 
Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in 
them…29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness.  30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous 
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." (NIV Acts 4:24-30) 

II. GRACE ACCESSED THROUGH PRAYER 

A. Grace is given by God for the perseverance of the Assembly and the fulfillment of its purpose 
and function.  However, this grace is only received by prayer.  Thus, prayer is the means of 
accessing grace unto faithfulness and perseverance in our calling.  16

When you pray, say: "Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  3 Give us 
each day our daily bread.  4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us…" 5 Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and 
says, "Friend, lend me three loaves of bread (cf. Holy Spirit/grace)… 9 So I say to you: 
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you… 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him! (NIV Luke 11:2-13) 

 This is essentially an assertion by omission, since nowhere is it directly stated in the Scriptures, though obviously directly 16

implied often.  However, conversely, nowhere is it stated that anything else is a means to receiving the Holy Spirit, grace, and power.
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So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you (cf. prayer)… 11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a 
fish, will give him a snake instead?  12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 
scorpion?  13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him! (NIV Luke 11:9-13) 

Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised (cf. prayer, v.14), 
which you have heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit… 8 you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (NIV Acts 1:4-8) 

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God… 29 "Lord, 
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great 
boldness…" 31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (NIV Acts 
4:24-30) 

On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,  11 as you help us by 
your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor (Gk. 
charisma) granted us in answer to the prayers of many. (NIV 2 Corinthians 1:8-11) 

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence (cf. prayer), so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (NIV Hebrews 4:14-16) 
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You do not have, because you do not ask (cf. prayer).  3 You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions (vs. things pertaining to the 
Church’s calling).  4 You adulterous people! … 5 do you suppose it is to no purpose that 
the Scripture says, "He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in 
us"?  6 But he gives more grace (if we ask). Therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble." (ESV James 4:2-6) 

B. Many traditions have assumed things other than prayer, e.g. “sacraments,” to be means of 
grace, thus diminishing the practical necessity of the Church to organize itself around prayer, 
both individually and corporately.  17

Means of Grace — an expression not used in Scripture, but employed (1) to denote those 
institutions ordained by God to be the ordinary channels of grace to the souls of men. These 
are the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer. (2) But in popular language the expression is used in 
a wider sense to denote those exercises in which we engage for the purpose of obtaining 
spiritual blessing; as hearing the gospel, reading the Word, meditation, self-examination, 
Christian conversation, etc.  18

The phrase is intended to indicate those institutions which God has ordained to be the 
ordinary channels of grace, i.e., of the supernatural influences of the Holy Spirit, to the souls 
of men. The means of grace, according to the standards of our Church, are the word, 
sacraments, and prayer.  19

C. The necessity of prayer is also in proportion to the necessity of grace, which is determined by 
the magnitude of the calling, which in turn is determined by the end of that calling, i.e. salvation 
and eschatology. 

John Wesley’s “The Means of Grace” doc can be downloaded under this session as well. 

1. Within a Christonaturalistic context, “heaven” is our destiny and the ultimate end of 
salvation.  Thus, grace is simply seen as the means of continued forgiveness unto entrance 
into heaven at death (or the Second Coming, whichever comes first).   

2. The only reason for prayer is to access forgiveness when sin has occurred.  Thus, the 
modern church generally meets weekly, the time agreed upon to keep forgiveness current.  
Christonaturalism has thus led to a severe distortion in the theology of grace, producing a 
variety of forgiveness based ideologies with “once saved, always saved” at the far end of 
the spectrum (assuming zero need for prayer, grace and perseverance). 

 The Catholic Church has historically held to the Seven Sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Last 17

Rites, Holy Orders, and Matrimony.  The Protestant Reformation rejected all but Baptism and Communion.  Traditionally the Catholic 
Church defined sacraments as “An outward sign of inward grace, a sacred and mysterious sign or ceremony, ordained by Christ, by 
which grace is conveyed to our souls.” (Catholic Encyclopedia, “The Sacraments”; available at http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/
13295a.htm.)  This definition has generally prevailed within Protestantism as well and is reflected in most modern definitions, e.g., “A 
formal religious ceremony conferring a specific grace on those who receive it; the two Protestant ceremonies are baptism and the 
Lord's Supper; in the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church there are seven traditional rites accepted as instituted 
by Jesus: baptism and confirmation and Holy Eucharist and penance and holy orders and matrimony and extreme unction.” 
[HyperDictionary.com, “Sacrament,” in WordNet® 3.0 (Princeton University, 2006); italics mine; available from http://
www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=sacrament.]

 M.G. Easton (c1897), Easton's Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, 1996).18

 Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, 1997), 3:465.19

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13295a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13295a.htm
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=sacrament
http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=sacrament
http://media.danieltrainingnetwork.org/series/bpom/SN04a_JohnH_BPOM_JohnWesley_TheMeansOfGrace.pdf
http://danieltrainingnetwork.org/prayer-as-grace-faithful-sojourning-biblical-praxis-of-mission
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3. However, if the Church’s calling is unto a real Kingdom with a real government with a real 
system of rewards and punishments, then much grace is needed (and thus much prayer)—
not only for forgiveness, but for faithfulness and perseverance unto the fullness of our 
inheritance and the fullness of proclamation to the world. 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised 
is faithful.  24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works,  25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (ESV Hebrews 
10:23-25) 

The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and 
star differs from star in splendor.  42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. 
(NIV 1 Corinthians 15:41-42) 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 and so, somehow, to 
attain to the resurrection from the dead… 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet 
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead (by grace through prayer),  14 I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize (i.e. full inheritance) for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. (NIV Philippians 3:10-14) 

D. Prayer thus becomes the central feature of the Assembly, as we work out our calling and 
election with fear and trembling. 

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.   
43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the 
thief was coming, he would have kept watch (cf. prayer) and would not have let his 
house be broken into (cf. grace for righteousness).  44 So you also must be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.   
(NIV Matthew 24:42-44) 

Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.  35 For it will 
come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth.  36 Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that 
you may be able to stand before the Son of Man. (NIV Luke 21:34-36) 

The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers.  8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins.  9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.  10 As 
each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace:  11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one 
who serves by the strength that God supplies- in order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen (Doxological Response; cf. Mt. 6:13; Rom. 11:36; 16:27; Eph. 3:21; 1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16; 
1 Pe. 5:11; 2 Pe. 3:18; Jud. 1:25; Rev. 1:5f; 5:12ff). (ESV 1 Peter 4:7-11) 

• When the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory…      
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
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roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world.  10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you.  11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
(ESV 1 Peter 5:4-11) 

• But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, the home of righteousness.  14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking 
forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with 
him.  15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear 
brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him… 17 Therefore, dear 
friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be 
carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  18 But 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever (“to the day of eternity” NASB/ESV/NRSV)! Amen.  

• (NIV 2 Peter 3:13-18) 
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Class 5: Sustaining Prayer Through a Watchful Lifestyle 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. The Church is called to persevere in their calling to worship God and believe in his appointed 
Messiah, sanctify themselves in preparation for his Kingdom, and testify to all nations of the 
judgment and restoration of that Kingdom. 

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  10 Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us this day our 
daily bread.  12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  13 And do not lead 
us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. (NKJV Matthew 6:9-13) 

Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation (“to everyone, 
everywhere” NLT).  16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. (ESV Mark 16:15-16) 

Lest you be wise in your own conceits, I want you to understand this mystery, 
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in.  26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written… (ESV Romans 
11:25-26) 

B. The Church is thus a sojourning nation witnessing to all the nations that the Day of the Lord is 
coming and Jesus is the Messiah.  The Church is not a dominionizing nation, establishing the 
sovereignty of God, or an escapist nation, avoiding contact with this world, before the 
annihilation of creation. 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light… 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the 
desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul.  12 Conduct yourselves honorably 
among the Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your 
honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge.  13 For the Lord's sake 
accept the authority of every human institution… (NRSV 1 Peter 2:9-13) 

SUPPLEMENTAL NOTES: DOMINION (TABLE OF CONTENTS) BY C. PETER WAGNER ARE 
ADDRESSED AT THIS POINT IN THE TEACHING. 

C. The grace of God through the Holy Spirit is given to the Church to strengthen us in our 
sojourning and our witness of him to whom we are sojourning.  The Holy Spirit is given as a 
“gift” (Acts 1:4) and a “helper” (Jn. 14:16), that the Church might remain faithful and 
perseverant in her calling. 

Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit… 8 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

http://media.danieltrainingnetwork.org/series/bpom/SN05b-JohnH-BPOM-C-Peter-Wagner-Dominion.pdf
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you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. (NIV Acts 1:4-8) 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus,  5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge-  6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you-  7 so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(ESV 1 Corinthians 1:4-8) 

D. This grace is released by means of prayer alone.  The lack of the necessity of grace and the 
multiplication of the means of grace are the two primary reasons why the modern church 
refuses to organize itself around the place of prayer, individually and corporately. 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him 
who knocks, the door will be opened… 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him! (NIV Luke 11:9-13) 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing 
in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 and so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead… 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus… 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await 
a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  21 who, by the power that enables him to 
bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body. (NIV Philippians 3:10-14) 

II. SUSTAINING WATCHFUL PRAYER 

A. However, all prayer is not equal.  Church history is littered with monastic movements that pray 
much, yet live in great sin and wickedness.  God will not be mocked; He knows truth in the 
inward parts and demands righteousness.   

You do not have, because you do not ask.  3 You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  4 You adulterous people! … 5 do you 
suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, "He yearns jealously over the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us"?  6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, 
"God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble." (ESV James 4:2-6) 

1. Thus, to accomplish its mission and purpose the Church must order itself around righteous 
prayer, i.e. prayer in the context of true repentance and faith.  This biblical prayer could 
also be described as “watchful prayer” or “prayer with faith”. 

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man… 42 
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come… 45 Who then is the faithful and wise servant… 48 suppose that servant is 
wicked and says to himself, "My master is staying away a long time,"  49 and he 
then begins to beat his fellow servants (in pride) and to eat and drink with 
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drunkards (in disbelief).  50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.  51 He will cut him to 
pieces… (NIV Matthew 24:37-51) 

You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what he has promised.  37 For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will 
come and will not delay.  38 But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks 
back, I will not be pleased with him." (cf. Hab. 2:3-4)  39 But we are not of those who 
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.  11:1 Now 
faith is being sure of what we hope for (resurrection and Kingdom) and certain of 
what we do not see (in this age, cf. 2:8).  2 This is what the ancients were 
commended for… 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who earnestly seek him (when Messiah comes, cf. 10:37). (NIV Hebrews 10:36-11:6) 

2. This language is borrowed from throughout the Old Testament, where God only answers 
the prayers of the righteous. 

I cried to him with my mouth, and high praise was on my tongue.  18 If I had 
cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.  19 But truly God 
has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. (ESV Psalm 66:17-19) 

The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases 
him.  9 The LORD detests the way of the wicked but he loves those who pursue 
righteousness. (NIV Proverbs 15:8-9) 

Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a 
burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.  15 When you spread out your hands, I 
will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; 
your hands are full of blood.  16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove 
the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil,  17 learn to do good; 
seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's 
cause. (ESV Isaiah 1:14-17) 

Then the LORD said to me, "Do not pray for the well-being of this people.  12 
Although they fast, I will not listen to their cry; though they offer burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Instead, I will destroy them with the 
sword, famine and plague." (NIV Jeremiah 14:11-12) 

Then they will cry out to the LORD, but he will not answer them. At that time he will 
hide his face from them because of the evil they have done. (NIV Micah 3:4) 

When I called, they did not listen; so when they called, I would not listen, says the 
LORD Almighty. (NIV Zechariah 7:13) 

3. It is only the righteous that have liberty to ask for the grace of God with confidence that they 
will receive it. 

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God  22 
and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do 
what pleases him.  23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, 
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Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.  24 Those who obey his 
commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: 
We know it by the Spirit he gave us. (NIV 1 John 3:21-24) 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life.  14 This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  15 And 
if we know that he hears us-- whatever we ask-- we know that we have what we 
asked of him. (NIV 1 John 5:13-15) 

4. It is only to the righteous that God gives grace, and thus even those with a right theology 
and a right praxis will ultimately fall if a humble, repentant and believing heart is 
abandoned. 

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory…  5 Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time (cf. “when the chief 
Shepherd appears”) he may exalt you (in the resurrection),  7 casting all your anxieties 
on him, because he cares for you… 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you (in the resurrection).  11 To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. (ESV 1 Peter 5:4-11) 

B. The primary way to maintain watchful prayer is a “watchful lifestyle,” which is outlined in the 
Sermon on the Mount (cf. Mt. 5-7; Lk. 6).  Maintaining a repentant and believing heart is 
difficult and requires specific discipline, i.e. “acts of righteousness” (Mt. 6:1).  These become 
the “means to the means of grace”, so to say. 

Be careful not to do your "acts of righteousness" before men, to be seen by them. If 
you do, you will have no reward (at the coming of Messiah) from your Father in heaven. 
(NIV Matthew 6:1) 

1. Finances – the primary aspect of the watchful lifestyle is remembering the poor.  Because 
the accumulation of wealth and money is the primary means by which humanity rejects 
God’s discipline in the cursing of the ground (cf. Gen. 3:17-19) and declares independence 
from His rulership, it is the primary means by which the human heart bolsters pride and 
thus becomes defiled.  Generous giving is thus the means of acknowledging the 
sovereignty of God in this age and producing fruit in keeping with our fear of the Day of the 
Lord 

So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men (acknowledgment of 
authority). I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  3 But when you 
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  4 
so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. (NIV Matthew 6:2-4) 

• Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal.  20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven… 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also… 24 No one 
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can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money 
(Gk. mammonas, Ar. for “treasure, riches…”)… 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What 
shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  32 For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  33 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. (NIV Matthew 6:19-33) 

• Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment,  7 for we brought nothing 
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world… 9 But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.  11 But as 
for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, steadfastness, gentleness.  12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of 
the eternal life to which you were called (by self-sacrificial giving) and about which 
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (ESV 1 Timothy 
6:6-12) 

2. Forgiveness – another aspect of the watchful lifestyle involves an ardent commitment to 
forgiveness and restrain from vengeance, which simply stems from an acknowledgement of 
present divine sovereignty and amnesticism.  Without forgiveness the human heart is 
defiled by pride and diluted by a false sense of justice.  We forgive in light of the Day of the 
Lord. 

This, then, is how you should pray… 12 "Forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 
evil one."  14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you (in this age), your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you (in the age to come).  15 But if you do not 
forgive men their sins (in this age), your Father will not forgive your sins (in the age 
to come). (NIV Matthew 6:9-15) 

• Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not 
seven times, but seventy-seven times.  23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants… 32 Then the master 
called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of 
yours because you begged me to.  33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?'  34 In anger his master turned him over to the 
jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  35 This is how my 
heavenly Father will treat each of you (at the coming of Messiah) unless you forgive 
your brother from your heart." (NIV Matthew 18:21-35) 

• Husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way (i.e. in meekness and 
forgiveness)… since they are heirs with you of the grace of life (i.e. resurrection), so 
that your prayers may not be hindered.  8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, 
sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.  9 Do not repay evil 
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for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless (i.e. forgive), for to this 
you were called, that you may obtain a blessing (i.e. be forgiven). (ESV 1 Peter 3:7-9) 

3. Fasting – righteous prayer, individually and corporately, is also maintained by fasting.  
Fasting is the front door to entering “the house of the watchful and the wise.”  It is the initial 
means of self-humiliation, by which we maintain a repentant and believing heart. 

And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others (in self-exaltation)… 17 But when you 
fast, anoint your head and wash your face,  18 that your fasting may not be seen by 
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you (in the Kingdom).  19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth (in 
possession and recognition)… (ESV Matthew 6:16-19) 

• He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves… 11 "The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men… 
12 I fast twice a week…'" (ESV Luke 8:9-12) 

• Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and 
the tassels on their garments long;  6 they love the place of honor at banquets 
and the most important seats in the synagogues;  7 they love to be greeted in the 
marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'  8 But you are not to be called 
'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all brothers.  9 And do not call 
anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.  10 Nor are 
you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ.  11 The greatest 
among you will be your servant.  12 For whoever exalts himself (in this age) will be 
humbled (in the age to come), and whoever humbles himself (in this age) will be 
exalted (in the age to come). (NIV Matthew 23:5-12) 

• Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over 
land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him 
twice as much a son of hell (Gk. Gehenna) as you are.  16 Woe to you, blind 
guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone 
swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.'  17 You blind fools! … 
25 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 
(NIV Matthew 23:15-25) 
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Class 5 (SN): The Kingdom of God is “At Hand” 
Related to these supplemental notes, and helpful in this subject, is a more recent audio 

teaching on DTN Called Exegesis of “Kingdom Now” Passages. 

III. INTRODUCTION 

A. Ultimately, the burden of proof rests on those who claim a change in the metaphysical nature 
of the Kingdom (i.e. spiritualization).  There is no hint of a spiritualized kingdom in the Old 
Testament, and thus it is assumed to remain the same in the New Testament unless otherwise 
stated specifically and clearly. 

B. This must be the hermeneutical starting point concerning the study of the Kingdom; otherwise, 
a perpetual and boundless distortion and perversion is inevitable—and that concerning the 
central aspect of the gospel. 

IV. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND 

A. The fundamental declaration concerning the Kingdom in the New Testament is its nearness.  
Jesus, John the Baptist, and the disciples all declare that the Kingdom of God is at hand.   

John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  2 "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand (Gk. eggizo)." (ESV Matthew 3:1-2) 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near 
(Gk. eggizo)." (NIV Matthew 4:17) 

And proclaim as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand (Gk. eggizo).'  
(ESV Matthew 10:7) 

• <1448>  evggi,zw eggizo {eng-id'-zo}  

Meaning:  1) to bring near 2) to draw or come near to, to approach 

Origin:  from 1451; TDNT - 2:330,194; v 

Usage:  AV - draw nigh 12, be at hand 9, come nigh 8, come near 5, draw near 4, misc 5; 
43 

B. This nearness has generally been interpreted in two ways: 

1. Metaphysically/Spatially:  

a) The Messiah and/or God are personally near. 

b) The angelic hosts and/or Holy Spirit are near in the second heavens/supernatural. 

c) Heaven’s citizens/ambassadors/representatives/messengers are personally near. 

2. Temporally/Chronologically:  

a) John the Baptist and Jesus were wrong. 

https://danieltrainingnetwork.org/series/gospel-of-christ-crucified-harrigan/exegesis-kingdom-now-passages-gospel-christ-crucified


BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 5: Sustaining Prayer Through a Watchful Lifestyle                  Page  of 47 159

b) A spiritual kingdom was set up at Jesus’ Baptism/Triumphal Entry/Last Supper/Cross/
Ressurection/Ascension/Pentecost. 

c) 2,000 years is considered by God to be “near,” i.e. time is relative to God. 

C. The Day of the Lord initiates the establishment of the Kingdom of God, and thus they are 
inherently interrelated.  Because of this, the phraseology of both are somewhat 
interchangeable in the New Testament. 

Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.'  10 But 
when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say,  11 'Even the 
dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: 
The kingdom of God is near.'  12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for 
Sodom than for that town. (NIV Luke 10:9-12) 

And proclaim as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  8 Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons… 14 And if anyone will not receive you 
or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or 
town.  15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land 
of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town. (ESV Matthew 10:7-15) 

For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written (cf. the Day 
of the Lord)… 25 There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations 
will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  26 Men will faint 
from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will 
be shaken.  27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory.  28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near…  29 Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees.  30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer 
is near (“at hand” KJV).  31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know 
that the kingdom of God is near (“at hand” KJV). (NIV Luke 21:22-31) 

1. The proclamation of the nearness of the Day of the Lord is simply a reiteration of the 
prophetic declaration already spoken throughout the Scriptures.   

Wail, for the day of the LORD is near (“at hand” KJV/NKJV); as destruction from the 
Almighty it will come! 7 Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart 
will melt. 8 They will be dismayed: pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in 
anguish like a woman in labor. They will look aghast at one another; their faces will 
be aflame. 9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 
to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. (ESV Isaiah 13:6-9) 

Consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the elders and all the inhabitants 
of the land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD.  15 Alas 
for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand (“near” NASB/ESV/NIV/NRSV); it 
shall come as destruction from the Almighty. (NKJV Joel 1:14-15) 

Blow a trumpet in Zion;sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near (“at hand” KJV/
NKJV/NIV),  2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!  
(ESV Joel 2:1-2) 
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Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in 
the valley of decision.  15 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars 
withdraw their shining.  16 The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from 
Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake. (ESV Joel 3:14-16) 

The great day of the LORD is near-- near and coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the 
day of the LORD will be bitter, the shouting of the warrior there. 15 That day will be a 
day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness… 18 In the fire of his jealousy 
the whole world will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live in 
the earth. (NIV Zephaniah 1:14-18) 

2. Jesus and the disciples were simply declaring the word of the Lord already spoken to the 
prophets.  In other words, the apostolic declaration of the nearness of the Kingdom is 
simply a prophetical reiteration. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar… the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the desert.  3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  4 As is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 
'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him…'"  7 John said to the 
crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the coming wrath? … 15 The people were waiting expectantly and were 
all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.  16 John answered 
them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come… 17 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat  
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  18 And with 
many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them 
(cf. repent, the kingdom of God is at hand). (NIV Luke 3:1-18) 

• In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,   
2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand… 11 I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire (i.e. the Day 
of the Lord)." (ESV Matthew 3:1-11) 

D. The Day of the Lord—and thus the Kingdom of God—are still considered to be “near” after all 
the events that are typically interpreted as the initiation of the spiritualized Kingdom.   

Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for 
now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  12 The night is almost gone, and 
the day is near (“at hand” KJV/NKJV/ESV). Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. (NASB Romans 13:11-12) 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.  24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,   
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (ESV Hebrews 10:23-25) 
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But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  
21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself.  4:1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved…  
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  5 Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand (“near” NASB/NIV/NRSV, “coming soon” NLT). 
(ESV Philippians 3:20-4:5) 

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer (cf. Lord) waits 
for the land to yield its valuable crop (cf. resurrection of the righteous) and how patient 
he is for the autumn and spring rains (cf. Holy Spirit as means of resurrection).  8 You too, 
be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near (“at hand” ESV/NKJV). (NIV 

James 5:7-8) 

But they (pagans) will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and 
the dead (cf. Acts 10:42; 17:31; Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:2; 2 Tim. 4:1; etc.)… 7 The end of all 
things is near (“at hand” KJV/NKJV/ESV). Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled 
so that you can pray.  8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins. (NIV 1 Peter 4:5-8) 

E. Thus, the timing of the Day of the Lord is considered to be “near” because it is in relation to 
God, and time itself is relative to Him. 

First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires.  4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised 
(cf. the Day of the Lord)? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since 
the beginning of creation."  5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word 
the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.  6 By these 
waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed (suddenly).  7 By the 
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day 
of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  8 But do not forget this one thing, dear 
friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a 
day (i.e. time is relative to God).  9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  
(NIV 2 Peter 3:3-10) 

F. The nearness of the Day of the Lord and the establishment of the Kingdom is at the heart of all 
New Testament apostolic declaration.  Thus, the witness commanded to the apostles (cf. Acts 
1:8) essentially remains “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand” (cf. 2:38; 3:19; 4:10ff; 
5:30ff; 7:51ff; 8:12; etc.), thus assuming a temporal/chronological nearness. 

He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God… 6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them… 8 "you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses (Gk. martus) in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (NIV Acts 1:3-8) 
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He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify (Gk. diamarturomai) that he is 
the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead (i.e. repent). (NIV Acts 
10:41-42) 

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom 
will ever see me again… 32 Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, 
which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. (NIV Acts 20:25-32) 

• Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd… 17 "'In 
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people… 20 The sun will be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
glorious day of the Lord.  21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.'… 36 Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  37 When the people heard this, they were 
cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we 
do?"  38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. (NIV Acts 2:14-38) 

• Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that 
times of refreshing (Gk. anapsuxis) may come from the presence of the Lord;  20 and 
that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,  21 whom heaven must receive 
until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of 
His holy prophets from ancient time (cf. the Day of the Lord). (NASB Acts 3:19-21) 

• Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom 
will ever see me again… 32 Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, 
which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. (NIV Acts 20:25-32) 

• For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is an 
idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God… 8 For you were 
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light  9 (for the 
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)  10 and find out 
what pleases the Lord. (NIV Ephesians 5:5-10) 

• And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,  
11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully  12 giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  
(NIV Colossians 1:9-12) 

• For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children,  
12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you 
into his kingdom and glory. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12) 

• In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the 
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- 
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with great patience and careful instruction… 8 Now there is in store for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day-- 
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. (NIV 2 Timothy 
4:1-8) 

• Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  29 for our "God is 
a consuming fire." (cf. Deut. 4:24) (NIV Hebrews 12:25-29) 

• Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, 
for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.  11 For in this way there will be 
richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. (ESV 2 Peter 1:3-12)  
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Class 6: Sustaining Prayer Through Trials and Tribulations 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. In context to the coming Kingdom, Resurrection and Judgment, the Church is a sojourning 
nation, called to witness all the other nations that Jesus is the Christ, the one appointed Judge 
of the living and the dead. 

He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 
(NIV Acts 10:42) 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God's own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light… 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and 
exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh 
that wage war against the soul.  12 Conduct 
yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so 
that, though they malign you as evildoers, 
they may see your honorable deeds and 
glorify God when he comes to judge. (NRSV 1 
Peter 2:9-12) 

B. God has given us a deposit of the Holy Spirit to aid 
us in this witness.  The Holy Spirit, from start to finish, is accessed by prayer, which God has 
ordained as the singular means grace. 

Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit… 8 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. (NIV Acts 1:4-8) 

So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you… 11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake instead?  12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  13 If 
you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! (NIV Luke 
11:9-13) 

C. The watchful lifestyle internally disciplines the heart in repentance and belief, unto an asking of 
the Holy Spirit for right reasons.  However, God has also deemed it fit to use trials and 
tribulations to externally discipline our hearts unto repentance and belief, which results in 
righteousness and maturity. 
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In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 
blood.  5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as 
sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when 
he rebukes you,  6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes 
everyone he accepts as a son."  7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you 
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  8 If you are not disciplined (and 
everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.   
9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them 
for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live (in the 
resurrection)!  10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but 
God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.  11 No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  12 Therefore, 
strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. (NIV Hebrews 12:4-12) 

D. Trials and tribulations have a two-fold purpose: 1) the humiliation of humanity unto repentance 
and 2) the identification of God as loving and long-suffering.  Trials and tribulations thus make 
us consider the severity and kindness of God that we might maintain a watchful lifestyle of 
prayer, unto a faithful witness, unto our inheritance in the kingdom. 

Do not be conceited, but fear;  21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will 
not spare you, either.  22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who 
fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise 
you also will be cut off. (NASB Romans 11:20-22) 

II. TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS ESTABLISH HUMILITY 

A. Nothing drives the human heart to repentance and prayer more than suffering and trials.  Our 
frailty and weakness is reveled, and we seek God for strength and grace.  Moreover, God has 
designed death and suffering to inherently drive humanity to a place of groping. 

God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not dwell in temples made with hands… 26 And He has made from one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their 
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,  27 so that they should seek 
the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far 
from each one of us… 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
commands all men everywhere to repent,  31 because He has appointed a day on 
which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He 
has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead (implying that death 
communicates coming judgment). (NKJV Acts 17:24-31) 

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in 
Asia (cf. Acts 19-20). For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we 
despaired of life itself.  9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death 
(eternally, i.e. Gehenna). But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who 
raises the dead.  10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us (in 
the resurrection). On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.  
(ESV 2 Corinthians 1:8-10) 
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B. Trials and tribulations humiliate our delusions of control and self-reliance.  When bad things 
happen to us, we are better positioned to abandon our attempts to run our lives and determine 
our own destinies. 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everybody else, Jesus told this parable:  10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed 
about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men-- robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers-- or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.'  13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'  14 "I tell you 
that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (NIV Luke 
18:9-14) 

When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at 
the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume… 44 Then he turned 
toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your 
house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair.  45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 
time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.  46 You did not put oil on my head, but 
she has poured perfume on my feet.  47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven-- for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."  
(NIV Luke 7:37-47) 

• If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:   
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. (NIV Philippians 3:4-6) 

• Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's 
disciples… 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him… 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the 
people of Israel.  16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." (NIV Acts 
9:1-16) 

• Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was 
shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  14 The grace of our Lord 
was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus.  15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the worst.  16 But for that very 
reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him 
and receive eternal life. (NIV 1 Timothy 1:13-16) 

1. The humbling of humanity unto repentance is the basic reason for the allowance of death 
and suffering in this age.  God allows humanity to suffer painful toil unto returning to the 
dust in hopes that they would repent and be saved from perfect retribution. 
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Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded 
you, 'You must not eat of it,' Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful 
toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  18 It will produce thorns and thistles 
for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  19 By the sweat of your brow you 
will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for 
dust you are and to dust you will return. (NIV Genesis 3:17-19) 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19 For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, 
not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now.  23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 
for adoption as sons (in light of the sufferings), the redemption of our bodies.  
(ESV Romans 8:18-23) 

• Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him.  2 But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them."  3 Then Jesus told them this parable… 14 After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be 
in need… 17 When he came to his senses, he said…18 'I will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
men.'" (NIV Luke 15:1-19) 

• Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.  2 But as for me, my 
feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.  3 For I envied the arrogant 
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 They have no struggles; their bodies 
are healthy and strong.  5 They are free from the burdens common to man; they 
are not plagued by human ills.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe 
themselves with violence.  7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; the evil 
conceits of their minds know no limits… 16 When I tried to understand all this, it 
was oppressive to me  17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood 
their final destiny.  18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast them 
down to ruin.  19 How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by 
terrors! (NIV Psalm 73:1-19) 

• Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  3 You turn men back to dust, saying, 
"Return to dust, O sons of men."  4 For a thousand years in your sight are like a 
day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.  5 You sweep men away in 
the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the morning… 8 You have set 
our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.  9 All our 
days pass away under your wrath; we finish our years with a moan… 11 Who 
knows the power of your anger? For your wrath is as great as the fear that is due 
you.  12 Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom…  
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and 
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be glad all our days.  15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
for as many years as we have seen trouble.  16 May your deeds be shown to your 
servants, your splendor to their children. (NIV Psalm 90:2-14) 

2. Thus, trials and sufferings are indispensable weapons in God’s arsenal in the war against 
the pride of man.  Tribulations bring wickedness and darkness to the forefront, which 
demands a response of repentance on our part.  Afterward, we experience a liberty and 
maturity in our inner being—a sanctification and holiness that will be rewarded in the 
kingdom. 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,   
3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.   
4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything… 12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when 
he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to 
those who love him. (NIV James 1:2-12) 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God (i.e. 
resurrection, cf. 4:18-25).  3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance (“perseverance” NASB/NKJV/NIV, i.e. in a right state of 
heart),  4 and endurance produces character (maturity in our calling), and character 
produces hope (of reward in the resurrection),  5 and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us (as a deposit assuring our hope in the resurrection). (ESV Romans 
5:1-5) 

In this (“an inheritance that is imperishable”--v.4) you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, as was necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,  7 so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith- more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. (ESV 1 Peter 1:6-7) 

You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching 
she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed 
to idols.  21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.   
22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit 
adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.  23 I will strike her 
children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts 
and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. (NIV Revelation 
2:20-23) 

III. TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS ESTABLISH LOVE 

A. Not only do trials and tribulations establish humility in the human heart in preparation for the 
age to come, but they also witness to the world God’s unconditional love in this age.  As God 
has been rejected, persecuted, and hated in this age—yet relentlessly responding in love and 
long-suffering—so also is the Church established in the love of God by enduring suffering and 
persecution for the gospel, which will culminate at the end of the age. 
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These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  18 If the world hates 
you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.  19 If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  20 Remember the word that I said to 
you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you… 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: 'They 
hated me without a cause.'  26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness 
about me.  27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning.  16:1 I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away.  2 They 
will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you 
will think he is offering service to God.  3 And they will do these things because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. (ESV John 15:17-16:3) 

• And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they 
cast lots to divide his garments.  35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers 
scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of 
God, his Chosen One!"  36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 
him sour wine  37 and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!"  
(ESV Luke 23:34-37) 

• Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 
him… 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him… 60 And falling to his 
knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. (ESV Acts 7:54-60) 

• Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations for my name's sake.  10 And then many will fall away and betray 
one another and hate one another.  11 And many false prophets will arise and lead 
many astray.  12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
grow cold.  13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  14 And this gospel 
of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. (ESV Matthew 24:9-14) 

1. Though humanity has rejected God, rebelled against his loving decress, and raged against 
his messengers and representative, He has patiently responded in love, compassion and 
forgiveness—even unto utter humiliation, self-sacrifice and death. 

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us 
sinners.  7 Now, no one is likely to die for a good person, though someone might be 
willing to die for a person who is especially good.  8 But God showed his great love 
for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  9 And since we 
have been made right in God's sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us 
from God's judgment.  10 For since we were restored to friendship with God by the 
death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from 
eternal punishment by his life. (NLT Romans 5:6-10) 

2. The Church is the body of the Head who is presently ruling over the heavens and the earth 
in a posture of love and long-suffering.  As the Head is ruling, so ought the Church be 
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proclaiming.  As the Head loved unconditionally, so ought the Church model that love to the 
world.  As God is merciful to the wicked, so ought the Church proclaim and walk in mercy. 

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,   
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you… 32 If you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them… 
35 But love your enemies… Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of 
the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  36 Be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful (“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” 
Mt. 5:48). (NIV Luke 6:27-36) 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect,  16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who 
speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander… 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit… 
4:1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same 
attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. (NIV 1 Peter 
3:15-4:1) 

B. The Church is thus called to imitate the apostolic witness, which itself imitated God incarnate in 
the Messiah. 

For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 
death (as was the Messiah), because we have become a spectacle to the world, to 
angels, and to men.  10 We are fools for Christ's sake (functioning as he did), but you are 
wise in Christ. We are weak (not retaliating), but you are strong. You are held in honor, 
but we in disrepute (by the wicked).  11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are 
poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless,  12 and we labor, working with our own 
hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure;  13 when slandered, we 
entreat (imitating the long-suffering of God in Messiah). We have become, and are still, 
like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.  14 I do not write these things to 
make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children (to imitate God).   
15 For though you have countless guides in Christ (teachers with words), you do not 
have many fathers (teachers with lifestyle). For I became your father in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel.  16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. (ESV 1 Corinthians 4:9-16) 

C. The Church is called to show the world the long-sufferings of God, not just in word but in deed.  
Our lives are meant to reflect the love of God demonstrated on the Cross.  In this way we “fill 
up in our flesh what is still lacking in regard’s to Christ’s afflictions.” (Col. 1:24) 

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.  24 Now I rejoice in what 
was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's 
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church (cf. 2 Pe. 3:9).  25 I have 
become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of 
God in its fullness… 28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ (in the kingdom of light).  
(NIV Colossians 1:23-28) 
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D. Not only do we endure suffering at the hands of wicked men, but we also endure suffering at 
the hands of wicked powers in the heavens.  We witness to all in the heavens and on the earth 
that God is long-suffering and kind.  However, he will punish all who use their power wickedly. 

In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on 
the earth below.  22 They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; 
they will be shut up in prison and be punished after many days.  23 The moon will be 
abashed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously. (NIV Isaiah 24:21-23) 

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their 
proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the 
judgment of the great day. (ESV Jude 1:6) 

Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die."   
10 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we 
receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?" In all this Job did not sin with 
his lips… 12 And when they (Job’s three friends) saw him from a distance, they did not 
recognize him. And they raised their voices and wept, and they tore their robes and 
sprinkled dust on their heads toward heaven.  13 And they sat with him on the ground 
seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his 
suffering was very great. (ESV Job 2:9-13) 

Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ (cf. being “brought near through 
the blood of Christ” 2:13),  9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this 
mystery (i.e. the suffering of Christ before the glory of Chirst, cf. Lk. 24:26; Heb. 2:10ff; 1 Pe. 
1:11; etc.), which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  10 His 
intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,  11 according to his eternal 
purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  12 In him and through faith 
in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence (by the blood of Christ).   
13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you (at the 
hands of powers in the heavens), which are your glory. (NIV Ephesians 3:8-13) 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, 
just as you would obey Christ… 8 because you know that the Lord will reward 
everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.  9 And masters, treat 
your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is 
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.   
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power (as a witness of the Day of the 
Lord).  11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the 
devil's schemes.  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  13 Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground (as a 
witness of the Day of the Lord), and after you have done everything, to stand. (NIV 
Ephesians 6:5-13) 
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E. Christonaturalistic dominionism is fundamentally contrary to the gospel, not only undermining 
the absolute sovereignty of God, but also robbing the Church of its witness of God’s absolute 
benevolence, kindness and long-suffering in the midst of human rebellion.  It provides no 
impetus for a long-suffering amnestic witness; it provides no emphasis on the demonstration of 
the love of Christ on the Cross; it provides no motivation to compel us into the ministry of 
reconciliation. 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  11 Since, 
then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men… 14 For Christ's love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all… 16 So from now on we 
regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 
way, we do so no longer… 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them (cf. judgment seat). 
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore 
Christ's ambassadors (cf. judgment seat), as though God were making his appeal 
through us. (NIV 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:20) 

F. In contrast, Communion exemplifies the gospel and the undeserved love of God that sustains 
the Church in her sojourning.  When we endure trials and sufferings it causes us to remember 
the trials and sufferings our God and Messiah endured in love for us and the world.  Moreover, 
the trials work as discipline unto repentance and humility, so that we are not condemned with 
the world.  God will pour out his grace on the loving and humble who pray. 

And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer.  16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of 
God." … 19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
"This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."  20 In the same way, 
after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
which is poured out for you. (NIV Luke 22:15-20) 

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  26 For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes.  27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord.  28 Let a 
person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  29 For 
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.  30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.  31 But if we 
judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.  32 But when we are judged by the 
Lord (in this age), we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the 
world (in the age to come). (ESV 1 Corinthians 11:25-32) 
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Class 7: Sustaining Prayer Through Powers of the Age to 
Come 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. In context to the coming Kingdom and Resurrection, the Church is essentially a sojourning 
nation, called to prepare in righteousness and witness to all the other nations that Jesus is the 
Christ, the one appointed Judge of the living and the dead.  God has given us a deposit of the 
Holy Spirit as a gift of grace to help us in this witness, which is accessed only by prayer. 

B. In this age the darkened human heart is disciplined, unto repentant and believing prayer, 
internally by a fasted lifestyle and externally by trials and tribulations.  However, the sojourning 
heart is all the more fed and strengthened to seek God by the activity of the Holy Spirit, which 
will be exerted fully in the resurrection. 

The pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need 
them.  31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  32 Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  33 Sell 
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not 
wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near 
and no moth destroys.  34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   
35 Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning,  36 like men waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks 
they can immediately open the door for him.  37 It will be good for those servants 
whose master finds them watching when he comes. (NIV Luke 12:30-37) 

C. The activity of the Holy Spirit has generally been a neglected subject in the history of the 
Church.  However, those groups and movements that have emphasized it have generally 
interpreted it within a Christonaturalistic framework, which generally ends in burnout and 
disillusionment. 

At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 
spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed… 3 So Paul 
and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who 
confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and 
wonders. (NIV Acts 14:1-3) 

II. INTERPRETING THE ACTIVITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THIS AGE 

A. Concerning the activity of the Holy Spirit in this age, the relative lack of biblical commentary on 
its inherent meaning is due to the commonly understood cosmogenical reality.  The broader 
context of redemptive history informs the “elementary teachings about Christ” (Heb. 6:1). 

Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ (by the Holy Spirit) and go 
on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to 
death, and of faith in God,  2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  3 And God permitting, we will do so.   
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4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened (by the Holy Spirit), who 
have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,  5 who have tasted 
the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,  6 if they fall away, 
to be brought back to repentance… (NIV Hebrews 6:1-6) 

• In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  2 The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit (Hb. 
ruwach) of God was hovering over the face of the waters… 2:7 then the LORD God 
formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
(Hb. neshamah) of life, and the man became a living creature. (ESV Genesis 1:1-2:7) 

• As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, the Almighty, who has made me 
taste bitterness of soul,  3 as long as I have life within me, the breath (Hb. ruwach; 
“spirit” KJV/ESV/NRSV) of God in my nostrils,  4 my lips will not speak wickedness, 
and my tongue will utter no deceit. (NIV Job 27:2-4) 

• The Spirit (Hb. ruwach) of God has made me; the breath (Hb. neshamah) of the 
Almighty gives me life.  5 Answer me then, if you can; prepare yourself and confront 
me.  6 I am just like you before God; I too have been taken from clay. (NIV Job 33:4-6) 

• Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away.   
20 Then times of refreshment (Gk. anapsuxis, i.e. recovery of breath) will come from the 
presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah.  
(NLT Acts 3:19-20) 

• If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 
who dwells in you… 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God,  17 and if children, then heirs- heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him… 
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God…  
23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved. (ESV Romans 8:11-24) 

B. Since signs and wonders reinforce the reality of the coming age, they reinforce the identity of 
the Church as a sojourning nation waiting to inherit the resurrected body and the restored 
earth.  Though we experience neither justice nor life in this age, He gives us signs of the age 
to come to strengthen us in our faith.  Provision for the impossible now, strengthens our faith 
for the impossible eschatologically. 

Now faith is being sure (Gk. hupostasis; “substance” KJV/NKJV, “assurance” (NASB/ESV/ 
NRSV/NLT) of what we hope for and certain (Gk. elegchos; “evidence” KJV/NKJV, 
“conviction” NASB/ESV/NRSV) of what we do not see.  2 This is what the ancients were 
commended for… 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he 
was going.  9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 
the same promise.  10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God.  11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and 
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Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered 
him faithful who had made the promise.  12 And so from this one man, and he as good 
as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as 
the sand on the seashore.  13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. 
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them 
from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth…  
17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son,  18 even though 
God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."   
19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did 
receive Isaac back from death. (NIV Hebrews 11:1-19) 

• For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith… 18 In hope he 
believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had 
been told, "So shall your offspring be." (cf. Gen. 15:5)  19 He did not weaken in faith 
(of a son from his own body, unto becoming the father/chief of many nations) when he 
considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb.  20 No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God,  21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. (ESV Romans 4:13-22) 

C. Activity of the Holy Spirit in this age before the resurrection is given by God as gift to 
strengthen our faith.  God knows the workings of the human heart and the “mechanics of faith.”  
If we never see demonstrations of the age to come, we begin to loss heart in the reality of it.  
Thus the Holy Spirit is given as a “Helper” to help us in our faith as we sojourn unto the 
Kingdom. 

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  12 I tell you the truth, anyone who 
has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father.  13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  14 You may ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it.  15 If you love me, you will obey what I command.  16 And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor (Gk. parakletos; “Helper” NASB/
ESV/NKJV) to be with you forever--  17 the Spirit of truth…25 All this I have spoken while 
still with you.  26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  
(NIV John 14:11-26) 

But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  27 And you also 
will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. (ESV John 
15:26-27) 

He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God…  4 while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
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about… 8 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth." (NIV Acts 1:3-4) 

D. Signs and wonders are given to make us believe in the messianic restoration, surrender to 
Jesus as Messiah, and walk wholeheartedly in obedience to him.  In this way, God 
demonstrates the powers of the age to come to honor and glorify Jesus as the Messiah. 

Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."  7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 
instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong… 12 When Peter saw this 
(commotion over the healing), he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise 
you? … 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified 
his servant Jesus… 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you… 16 It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through 
him (as Messiah) that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see."  
(NIV Acts 3:6-16) 

1. This explains the ambition of the Assembly in the New Testament for God to perform signs 
and wonders in the name of Jesus Christ.  In the Scriptures, one’s name represents who 
they are (cf. ), and thus the name assigned to Jesus was “Christ,” i.e. Messiah.  Moreover, 
a “name” represents a governmental position throughout the Scriptures (cf. ).  Thus, the 
glorifying of the name of Jesus simply meant that Jesus was being confirmed as the 
Messiah, the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

Rulers and elders of the people!  9 If we are being called to account today for an act 
of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed,  10 then know 
this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands 
before you healed.  11 He is "the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 
capstone."  12 Salvation (i.e. forgiveness and resurrection) is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.  
(NIV Acts 4:8-12) 

"Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word 
with great boldness.  30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs 
and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." … 33 With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (as a 
firstfruits), and much grace was upon them all. (NIV Acts 4:29-33) 

2. When signs and wonders are anchored as a witness to the age to come, then they are 
protected from becoming an idolatrous end, in and of themselves.  Signs and wonders 
need a context, a “name”, to glorify.  Otherwise, you just end up with shamanism in many 
forms. 

Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.  6 When the 
crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close 
attention to what he said.  7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many 
paralytics and cripples were healed.  8 So there was great joy in that city.  9 Now for 
some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the 
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people of Samaria… 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good 
news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women… 18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying 
on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money  19 and said, "Give me also this 
ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit."   
20 Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought you 
could buy the gift of God with money!  21 You have no part or share in this ministry, 
because your heart is not right before God.  22 Repent of this wickedness and pray 
to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart.   
23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin." (NIV Acts 8:5-23) 

In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had 
never walked.  9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at 
him, saw that he had faith to be healed  10 and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" 
At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.  11 When the crowd saw what Paul 
had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, "The gods have come down to 
us in human form!"… 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, 
brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to 
offer sacrifices to them.  14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, 
they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting:  15 "Men, why are 
you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good 
news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God (confirmed by 
signs and wonders), who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them 
(thus reigning sovereign over them until the restoration).  16 In the past, he let all 
nations go their own way.  17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony (of his 
benevolent sovereignty): He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and 
crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts 
with joy."  18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from 
sacrificing to them.  19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won 
the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he 
was dead. (NIV Acts 14:8-19) 

3. However, within the right context and interpretation, signs and wonders are absolutely 
necessary for the turning of the rebellious human heart and the firm establishment of faith 
in the age to come. 

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom 
as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  2 For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  3 I came to you in 
weakness and fear, and with much trembling.  4 My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's 
power,  5 so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.   
6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing…  
(NIV 1 Corinthians 2:1-6) 

4. As Paul equates his sufferings as “filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ” (Col. 
1:24), the activity of the Holy Spirit could be seen as “filling up what is lacking in the 
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resurrection of Christ.”  Signs and wonders do not add or take away from the resurrection, 
but they are an integral part of the witness of the Church. 

E. Concerning the activity of the Holy Spirit, the lack of association with the age to come and the 
lack of attribution to the name/role of Jesus as Messiah has caused much confusion and great 
damage within the body of Christ. 

1. The Pentecostal revival of the 20th century has been rife with confusion, disillusionment, 
burnout, jealousy, malice, greed, immorality, etc.  Because of this the charismatic/
pentecostal movement, a.k.a. New Apostolic Reformation (NAR), has widely fallen into 
disrepute. 

2. Without clarity on the purpose of the Holy Spirit as a helper and witness to Jesus and the 
age to come, signs and wonders become an end to themselves.  The “anointing” becomes 
idolatrous, the hope and goal of the Christian faith, and Jesus becomes the servant of the 
anointed ministry, directed and commanded by the prophetic declaration. 

3. Moreover, the lack of clarity on the age to come and our identity as a sojourning people has 
resulted in great damage to the body of Christ regarding holiness.  Human beings were 
created to walk in holiness and righteousness; the earth will be holy and righteous in the 
age to come; the Day of the Lord will establish this holiness and righteousness; we are 
commanded to produce fruit of holiness and righteousness in keeping with repentance 
concerning the Day of the Lord; and the Holy Spirit is given to help us walk in holiness and 
righteousness as in the light of the age to come. 

a) The Spirit is essentially a Holy Spirit, and likewise the “anointing” is essentially a Holy 
Anointing.  The primary purpose of the Holy Spirit is thus to keep us on the narrow path 
of walking out our salvation with fear and trembling concerning the Day of the Lord.  If 
the spirit in a meeting does not inherently call people to repentance and holiness, then it 
is probably not the Holy Spirit. 

b) The lack of emphasis on holiness of heart and lifestyle in the charismatic/pentecostal 
movement reflects the lack of understanding concerning the Holy Spirit in general.  This 
has resulted in a recent flood of moral failures and discrepancies, which seem to little 
concern leaders within the movement who brush it under the rug and attribute it to the 
“pressures of anointed ministry.” 

III. SIGNS AND WONDERS REINFORCE PRAYER 

A. The work of the Holy Spirit is designed to call us back to the realities of the age to come: both 
in kindness and severity.  This then reinforces our need and dependence on the Holy Spirit and 
the grace of God—and thus prayer—to sustain us until we receive our inheritance.  Just as a 
child is wholly dependent upon his Father and the grace given by him until his/her inheritance, 
so also is the Church dependent upon God for everything until its allotted inheritance. 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all 
things to Himself.  4:1 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and 
crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved… 5 Let your gentle spirit be 
known to all men. The Lord is near.  6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
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prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.   
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus (unto the transformation of our bodies). (NASB Philippians 
3:20-4:7) 

B. Prayer is thus sustained—positively and negatively—in the life of the Assembly through signs, 
wonders, miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit, which witness to the powers that God will exert 
in the age to come.  Like rain drops before the coming storm, so is the Spirit before the day of 
the Lord. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them.  5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from 
every nation under heaven… 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What 
does this mean?" … 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me 
explain this to you… 16 this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  17 'In the last 
days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18 Even 
on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 
will prophesy.  19 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  20 The sun will be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  21 And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'" (NIV Acts 2:4-21) 

• And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.  43 And awe (Gk. phobos, “fear” KJV/NKJV) came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. (ESV Acts 2:42-43) 

• Immediately she (Sapphira) fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the 
young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her 
beside her husband (Ananias).  11 And great fear (Gk. phobos) came upon the whole 
church and upon all who heard of these things.  12 Now many signs and wonders 
were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were 
all together (“used to meet together” NIV) in Solomon's Portico.  13 None of the rest 
dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. (ESV Acts 5:10-13) 

C. Spiritual gifts are thus ultimately meant to strengthen the Church in faithful sojourning (i.e. 
worship, discipleship and evangelism) until the age to come is ushered in.  The goal of the 
Spirit’s ministry is the age to come, rather than glory, honor and riches in this age. 

Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 
supper of the Lamb (initiation of the Kingdom, cf. Mt. 8:11; 22:2ff; Lk. 14:15; Is. 25:6; etc.)!'" 
… 10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a 
fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus (as 
Messiah). Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus (as Messiah) is the spirit of 
prophecy (i.e. purpose)."  11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a 
white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes 
war. (NIV Revelation 19:9-11) 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 7: Sustaining Prayer Through Powers of the Age to Come                   Page  of 68 159

• I am a servant of God, just like you and your brothers and sisters who testify about 
their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear 
witness for Jesus.  11 Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing 
there. And the one sitting on the horse was named Faithful and True. (NLT Revelation 
19:10-11) 

For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit;  9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  10 and to another the effecting of miracles, 
and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  11 But one and 
the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He 
wills… 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent 
way… 13:8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if 
there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part;  10 but when the perfect comes (in the 
resurrection), the partial will be done away (i.e. gifts of the Holy Spirit).  11 When I was a 
child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became 
a man (cf. the resurrection), I did away with childish things (cf. gifts of the Spirit unto the 
resurrection).  12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in 
part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known… 14:1 Pursue love, 
yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy… 3 But one 
who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation (in their 
sojourning).  4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies 
edifies the church (unto its inheritance in the kingdom)… 12 So also you, since you are 
zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church… 26 What is 
the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a 
teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification… 40 But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.   
15:1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you… (NASB 1 
Corinthians 12:8-31) 

• Love will last forever, but prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special 
knowledge will all disappear.  9 Now we know only a little, and even the gift of 
prophecy reveals little!  10 But when the end comes, these special gifts will all 
disappear. (NLT 1 Corinthians 13:8-10) 
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Class 7 (SN): Messianic Concentric Glory 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In the Davidic Covenant, you have the culmination of the promises to restore the earth to its 
original glory.  The Seed (cf. Gen. 3:15) will come through the family of David and will rule over 
the entire earth from the Temple in Jerusalem. 

B. Since Jerusalem will be the center of the Davidic Messiah’s global empire that will bless all the 
nations of the earth in the age to come, it is named Hb. ziôn, which is a wordplay on Hb. ziûn, 
meaning “signpost” (unfortunately, it is commonly thought to be a wordplay on Hb. zaôn, 
meaning “parched place”).  Like the land and the dynasty and the Tabernacle/Temple, the city 
of Jerusalem is meant to be a sign, pointing us to the age to come. 

C. Thus, the Bible completes the picture of the age to come when the glory of the Lord covers the 
entire earth as it was in the beginning with Adam.  This glory will extend from the heavenly 
throne of the Messiah in the inner sanctuary of the Temple in Jerusalem to the ends of the 
Earth.  Thus, you have something of “concentric rings of glory,” emanating from the throne of 
the Lord in Jerusalem encompassing the entire Earth. 

II. GLORY OF THE MESSIAH 

Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,  6 "I have 
installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."  7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said 
to me, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father.  8 Ask of me, and I will make 
the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. (NIV Psalm 2:5-8) 

The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool 
for your feet."  2 The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the 
midst of your enemies… 5 The Lord is at your right hand; he will crush kings on the day 
of his wrath.  6 He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of 
the whole earth. (NIV Psalm 110:1-6) 

The LORD swore to David a sure oath from which he will not turn back: "One of the sons 
of your body I will set on your throne…" 13 For the LORD has chosen Zion; he has desired 
it for his dwelling place:  14 "This is my resting place forever; here I will dwell (Hb. yashab, 
“sit enthroned” NIV), for I have desired it… 17 There I will make a horn to sprout for David; I 
have prepared a lamp for my anointed.  18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, but on 
him his crown will shine." (ESV Psalm 132:1-18) 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his 
presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and 
men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will 
not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (NIV Daniel 7:13) 
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Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man 
sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." (NIV Matthew 19:28) 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
throne in heavenly glory.  32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
(NIV Matthew 25:31-32) 

III. GLORY OF THE TEMPLE 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the 
mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  3 Many 
peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." 
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  4 He will judge 
between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. (NIV Isaiah 2:2-4) 

This is what the LORD says: "Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is 
close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.  2 Blessed is the man who 
does this, the man who holds it fast… 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give 
them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations (cf. Mt. 21:13;  Mk. 
11:17; Lk. 19:46)." (NIV Isaiah 56:1-7) 

Here is the man whose name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and 
build the temple of the LORD.  13 It is he who will build the temple of the LORD, and he will 
be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his 
throne. And there will be harmony between the two. (NIV Zechariah 6:12-13) 

• When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LORD.  
11 And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of 
the LORD filled his temple.  12 Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said that he would 
dwell in a dark cloud;  13 I have indeed built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you 
to dwell forever." (NIV 1 Kings 8:10-13) 

• So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  16 To 
those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's 
house into a market!"  17 His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your 
house will consume me."  18 Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign 
can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?"  19 Jesus answered them, 
"Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." … 21 But the temple he had 
spoken of was his body. (NIV John 2:15-21) 

• They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles… 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts… (NIV Acts 2:42-46) 
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IV. GLORY OF JERUSALEM 

Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise, in the city of our God, his holy mountain.   
2 It is beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth. Like the utmost heights of 
Zaphon is Mount Zion, the city of the Great King.  3 God is in her citadels; he has shown 
himself to be her fortress.  4 When the kings joined forces, when they advanced together,  
5 they saw her and were astounded; they fled in terror. (NIV Psalm 48:1-5) 

My days are like the evening shadow; I wither away like grass.  12 But you, O LORD, sit 
enthroned forever; your renown endures through all generations.  13 You will arise and 
have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her; the appointed time has 
come.  14 For her stones are dear to your servants; her very dust moves them to pity.   
15 The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere your 
glory.  16 For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory… 21 So the name of the 
LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem  22 when the peoples and the 
kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD. (NIV Psalm 102:11-22) 

In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the 
earth below.  22 They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will 
be shut up in prison and be punished after many days.  23 The moon will be abashed, the 
sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and 
before its elders, gloriously. (NIV Isaiah 24:21-23) 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim 
to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she 
has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.  3 A voice of one calling: "In 
the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for 
our God.  4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  5 And the glory of the LORD will be 
revealed, and all mankind together will see it… 9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go 
up on a high mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a 
shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!"  10 See, 
the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with 
him, and his recompense accompanies him. (NIV Isaiah 40:1-10) 

He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his 
own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him.  17 He put 
on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of salvation on his head; he put on 
the garments of vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.  18 According to 
what they have done, so will he repay wrath to his enemies and retribution to his foes; he 
will repay the islands their due.  19 From the west, men will fear the name of the LORD, 
and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. For he will come like a pent-up 
flood that the breath of the LORD drives along.  20 The Redeemer will come to Zion, to 
those in Jacob who repent of their sins… 60:1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and 
the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick 
darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over 
you.  3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn… 14 The 
sons of your oppressors will come bowing before you; all who despise you will bow 
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down at your feet and will call you the City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  
(NIV Isaiah 59:16-60:14) 

Return, faithless people, declares the LORD, for I am your husband. I will choose you-- 
one from a town and two from a clan-- and bring you to Zion.  15 Then I will give you 
shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.  16 In 
those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land, declares the LORD, 
men will no longer say, "The ark of the covenant of the LORD."  It will never enter their 
minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made.  17 At that 
time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in 
Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD. (NIV Jeremiah 3:14-17) 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land 
tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand--  2 a day of darkness and 
gloom, a day of clouds and blackness… 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, 
call a sacred assembly.  16 Gather the people, consecrate the assembly… 29 Even on my 
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.  30 I will show 
wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  31 The sun 
will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD.  32 And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be 
saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has 
said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls. (NIV Joel 2:1-32) 

V. GLORY OF ISRAEL 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He 
will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. (NIV Isaiah 9:6-7) 

The days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up to David a righteous 
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be 
called: The LORD Our Righteousness. (NIV Jeremiah 23:5) 

Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O 
Daughter of Jerusalem!  15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned 
back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any 
harm.  16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, "Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands hang limp.  17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take 
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with 
singing." (NIV Zephaniah 3:14-17) 

Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel."   
50 Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see 
greater things than that."  51 He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (NIV John 
1:49-51) 
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The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his 
way to Jerusalem.  13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
"Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of 
Israel!" (NIV John 12:12-13) 

VI. GLORY OF THE NATIONS 

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the 
nations will bow down before him,  28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over 
the nations.  29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust 
will kneel before him-- those who cannot keep themselves alive. (NIV Psalm 22:27-29) 

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his 
holy arm have worked salvation for him.  2 The LORD has made his salvation known and 
revealed his righteousness to the nations.  3 He has remembered his love and his 
faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God.  4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music… 8 Let 
the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;  9 let them sing before 
the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and 
the peoples with equity. (NIV Psalm 98:1-9) 

Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples.  2 For great is his love toward 
us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD. (NIV Psalm 117:1-2) 

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  10 In that day the Root of Jesse will 
stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will 
be glorious… 12 He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he 
will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth. (NIV Isaiah 
11:9-12) 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a 
banquet of aged wine-- the best of meats and the finest of wines.  7 On this mountain he 
will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations;  8 he will 
swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he 
will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. (NIV Isaiah 25:6-8) 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes 
to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.  10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His 
rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. (NIV Zechariah 
9:9-10) 

Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people's labor is only fuel for the fire, 
that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?  14 For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.  15 Woe to him who 
gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so that he 
can gaze on their naked bodies.  16 You will be filled with shame instead of glory.  
(NIV Habakkuk 2:13-16) 
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Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.  8 For I 
say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to 
confirm the promises given to the fathers,  9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His 
mercy; as it is written, "Therefore I will give praise to you among the Gentiles, and I will 
sing to your name." (cf. Ps. 18:49)  10 Again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 
people." (cf. Deut. 32:43)  11 And again, "Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, and let all the 
peoples praise him." (cf. Ps. 117:1)  12 Again Isaiah says, "There shall come the Root of 
Jesse, and he who arises to rule over the Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles hope." (cf. Is. 
11:10)  13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (NASB Romans 15:7-13) 
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Class 8: Sustaining Prayer Through the Five-Fold Ministry 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. As a sojourning nation awaiting the consummation of the covenants, the Church is called to 
seek the Lord, prepare in holiness, and testify to all the nations concerning the coming 
Kingdom of our Lord Jesus the Messiah.  Moreover, God has given us a deposit of his Spirit to 
assure us of the certainty of such things and empower a witness of them. 

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance…  
17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's 
deeds, conduct yourselves (Gk. anastrephō) with fear throughout the time of your exile. 
(ESV 1 Peter 1:13-17) 

Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their 
faith in Christ Jesus.  14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these 
instructions so that,  15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct 
themselves (Gk. anastrephō) in God's household, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and foundation of the truth. (NIV 1 Timothy 3:13-15) 

• <390> avnastre,fw anastrepho {an-as-tref'-o}  

Meaning:  1) to turn upside down 2) to turn back 3) to turn hither and thither, to turn one's 
self about, sojourn dwell in a place 4) metaph. to conduct one's self, behave one's self, 
live  

Origin:  from 303 [Gk. ana] and 4762 [Gk. strepho, “to turn”]; TDNT - 7:715,1093; v 

Usage:  AV - return 2, have conversation 2, live 2, abide 1, overthrow 1, behave (one's) 
self 1, be used 1, pass 1; 11  20

B. Considering the state of the human heart and the persistence of darkness on the earth, God 
has deemed discipline necessary to sustain a repentant and believing heart—internally 
through a fasted lifestyle and externally through trials and tribulations.  Moreover, in order to 
remain faithful, the human heart demands a continual feeding of the Holy Spirit, who testifies to 
the age to come. 

When you pray, say: "Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  3 Give us 
each day our daily bread.  4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us… 5 Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and 
says, "Friend, lend me three loaves of bread…" 9 So I say to you: Ask and it (i.e. bread) 
will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you… 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

 Acts 5:22; 15:16; 2 Co. 1:12; Eph. 2:3; 1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 10:33; 13:18; 1 Pet. 1:17; 2 Pet. 2:18.20
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how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! 
(NIV Luke 11:2-13) 

C. The gifts of the Holy Spirit have thus been given by God to strengthen the Assembly in the 
place of prayer and faithful sojourning.  More specifically, gifts are given to individuals within 
the Church to bless and encourage the whole in repentance and belief in the age to come.  
Unfortunately, when emphasized today the five-fold ministry is generally interpreted under the 
banner of dominionism rather than sojourning. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5 There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord.  6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God 
works all of them in all men.  7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for the common good… 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it.  28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, 
those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in 
different kinds of tongues.  29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles?  30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret?  31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. (NIV 1 Corinthians 12:4-31) 

II. THE FIVE-FOLD MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

A. Thus, the purpose of the “five-fold ministry” (cf. Eph. 4:11) is to administrate the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit unto leading the church in righteousness and watchful prayer, unto empowerment in 
the grace of God, unto maturity and faithfulness in our calling, unto our inheritance in the 
Kingdom. 

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3 being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also 
you were called in one hope of your calling;  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6 one 
God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.  7 But to each one of us 
grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.  8 Therefore it says, "When 
he ascended on high, he led captive a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (cf. 
Ps. 68:18)… 11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12 for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13 until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith (concerning the Kingdom and resurrection), and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God (as Messiah), to a mature man (in our calling), to the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness of Christ (cf. Phil. 1:27; Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:12; etc.).  
(NASB Ephesians 4:1-13) 

• …until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we 
will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ 
(i.e. the righteousness of the coming Kingdom). (NLT Ephesians 4:13) 

• For you know how, like a father with his children,  12 we exhorted each one of you 
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls 
you into his own kingdom and glory. (ESV 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12) 
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• For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good 
work, growing in the knowledge of God,  11 being strengthened with all power 
according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 
and joyfully  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. (NIV Colossians 1:9-12) 

B. Since the five-fold ministry is an expression of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, it is ultimately 
meant to testify to the age to come.  Thus, like all the other gifts of the Holy Spirit, the five-fold 
ministry is meant to shepherd and establish the Church in its calling in the age to come. 

This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord (in his resurrection), was 
confirmed to us by those who heard him.  4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders 
and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  
(NIV Hebrews 2:3-5) 

But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  27 And you also 
will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. (ESV John 
15:26-27) 

C. The Lord has chosen to establish various ministries within his Body by the Holy Spirit, each 
designed to spur the Church on to maturity in its calling and destiny in the coming Kingdom.  
Paul groups these ministries into five general categories: 

He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers,  12 for the equipping of the saints… (NASB Ephesians 4:11-12) 

1. Apostles 

a) The idea of apostleship was not a new concept to those in first century Judaism.  
Apostleship simply embodies the idea of governmental appointment or anointing—i.e. 
those sent as representatives of a king or lord.  21

• <652> avpo,stoloj apostolos {ap-os'-tol-os}  

Meaning:  1) a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders 1a) specifically 
applied to the twelve apostles of Christ 1b) in a broader sense applied to other 
eminent Christian teachers 1b1) of Barnabas 1b2) of Timothy and Silvanus  

Origin:  from 649; TDNT - 1:407,67; n m 

Usage:  AV - apostle 78, messenger 2, he that is sent 1; 81. 

• <649> avposte,llw apostellō {ap-os-tel'-lo}  

 “A person sent by another; a messenger; envoy. This word is once used as a descriptive designation of Jesus Christ, the 21

Sent of the Father (Heb. 3:1; John 20:21). It is, however, generally used as designating the body of disciples to whom he entrusted the 
organization of his church and the dissemination of his gospel.” [M.G. Easton, Easton's Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor: Logos Research 
Systems, Inc., 1996, c1897).]
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Meaning:  1) to order (one) to go to a place appointed 2) to send away, dismiss 2a) 
to allow one to depart, that he may be in a state of liberty 2b) to order one to 
depart, send off 2c) to drive away 

Origin:  from 575 [Gk. apo; “of separation”] and 4724 [Gk. stello; “to set, place, 
arrange…”]; TDNT - 1:398,67; v 

Usage:  AV - send 110, send forth 15, send away 4, send out 2, misc 2; 133. 

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 
Jesus, the apostle (Gk. apostolos) and high priest whom we confess.  2 He was 
faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's 
house. (NIV Hebrews 3:1-2) 

When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your 
fathers cried out to the LORD and the LORD sent (Gk. apostellō LXX) Moses and 
Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this 
place. (ESV 1 Samuel 12:8) 

Korah son of Izhar… became insolent  2 and rose up against Moses. With them 
were 250 Israelite men, well-known community leaders who had been appointed 
members of the council.  3 They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron 
and said to them, "You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, every 
one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above 
the LORD's assembly?"  4 When Moses heard this, he fell facedown.  5 Then he 
said to Korah and all his followers… 8 "Now listen, you Levites!  9 Isn't it enough 
for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the Israelite 
community and brought you near himself to do the work at the LORD's 
tabernacle and to stand before the community and minister to them? … 15 Then 
Moses became very angry and said to the LORD, "Do not accept their offering. I 
have not taken so much as a donkey from them, nor have I wronged any of 
them." … 19 When Korah had gathered all his followers in opposition to them at 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the glory of the LORD appeared to the entire 
assembly… 28 Then Moses said, "This is how you will know that the LORD has 
sent me (Gk. apostellō LXX) to do all these things and that it was not my idea…"  
31 As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them split apart   
32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them… (NIV Numbers 16:1-33) 

b) Those in the New Testament simply assumed the idea of Old Testament apostleship, 
only applied to a new era of redemptive history when grace and mercy has been fully 
displayed and extended to the nations. 

Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they 
came to him. 14 He appointed twelve-- designating them apostles--that they 
might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15 and to have 
authority to drive out demons. (NIV Mark 3:13-15) 

Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me (Gk. 
apostellō), even so I am sending you (Gk. pempō)."  22 And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit." (ESV John 
20:21-22) 
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In those days Peter stood up among the brothers… 17 "he (Judas) was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry (Gk. diakonia)… 22 one of 
these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection." … 24 And they 
prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of 
these two you have chosen  25 to take the place in this ministry (Gk. diakonia) 
and apostleship (Gk. apostolē) from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place."  26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias… (ESV Acts 
1:15-26) 

• <1248> diakoni,a diakonia {dee-ak-on-ee'-ah}  

Meaning:  1) service, ministering, esp. of those who execute the commands of 
others 2) of those who by the command of God proclaim and promote religion 
among men 2a) of the office of Moses 2b) of the office of the apostles and its 
administration 2c) of the office of prophets, evangelists, elders etc. 3) the 
ministration of those who render to others the offices of Christian affection…  

Origin:  from 1249; TDNT - 2:87,152; n f 

Usage:  AV - ministry 16, ministration 6, ministering 3, misc 9; 34 

c) Thus, those in the New Testament view their apostleship as a governmental 
responsibility in serving the Body of Christ.  Apostleship is not a privilege to be exploited 
in this age for the riches, honor and long-life of the commissioned servant. 

I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been 
commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to the "super-apostles," 
even though I am nothing.  12 The things that mark an apostle-- signs, wonders 
and miracles-- were done among you with great perseverance…  13 How were 
you inferior to the other churches, except that I was never a burden to you? 
Forgive me this wrong! … 17 Did I exploit you through any of the men I sent you?  
18 I urged Titus to go to you and I sent our brother with him. Titus did not exploit 
you, did he? Did we not act in the same spirit and follow the same course?   
19 Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to 
you? We have been speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and 
everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening. (NIV 2 Corinthians 
12:11-19) 

• Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, 
in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God 
(“commissioned by God” ESV). (NIV 2 Corinthians 2:17) 

For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced 
to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to 
men… 11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and 
buffeted and homeless,  12 and we labor, working with our own hands. When 
reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure;  13 when slandered, we entreat. 
We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all 
things.  14 I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish 
you as my beloved children… 15 For I became your father in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel (cf. leader of the household). (ESV 1 Corinthians 4:9-16) 
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d) Apostles are thus the “foundation” of the Church—accountable to the Lord, the 
“cornerstone”—leading the saints in righteousness and holiness until the consummation 
of the Kingdom.  22

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens (i.e. Gentiles), but fellow 
citizens with God's people (i.e. Jews) and members of God's household 
(sojourning unto the Kingdom),  20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets (serving the whole house), with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone.  21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become 
a holy temple in the Lord (awaiting the messianic consummation).  22 And in him 
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit (cf. resurrection). (NIV Ephesians 2:19-22) 

2. Prophets 

a) Old Testament and New, prophets have always been fundamentally defined as those 
who foresee the restoration of all things by means of the Messianic Seed. 

• <4396> profh,thj prophētēs {prof-ay'-tace}  

Meaning:  1) in Greek writings, an interpreter of oracles or of other hidden things 2) 
one who, moved by the Spirit of God and hence his organ or spokesman, solemnly 
declares to men what he has received by inspiration, especially concerning future 
events, and in particular such as relate to the cause and kingdom of God and to 
human salvation… 

Origin:  from a compound of 4253 [Gk. pro; “before”] and 5346 [Gk. phēmi; “to 
declare; to say”]; TDNT - 6:781,952; n m 

Usage:  AV - prophet 149; 149. 

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you,  5 who through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time… 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke 
of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest 
care,  11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of 

 Much publicity and hype has been made recently over the supposed restoration of the apostolic ministry, i.e. the “New 22

Apostolic Reformation”—“I needed a name… For a couple of years I experimented with ‘Post denominationalism’. The name I have 
settled on for the movement is the New Apostolic Reformation.” [C. Peter Wagner, The New Apostolic Churches (Regal Book, 1998), 
18.]  This reformation assumes a network of charismatic individuals who assume the right to lead the Body of Christ into its glorious 
end-times dominionist destiny.  However, the vast majority within this movement are post-millennial in their eschatology, lack a clear 
context of the resurrection and kingdom for the activity of the Holy Spirit, and thus little stress the centrality of humility, meekness and 
love as the backbone for the apostolic ministry. 

The undergirding ideas about ecclesiology and the Church within the New Apostolic Reformation are informed by Kingdom 
Now theology, and as such the Church is the manifestation of the Kingdom of God on earth.  This harkens back to its Catholic roots (i.e. 
“apostolic succession” and the ultimate decision making power of the episcopate which developed in tandem with metaphysical 
dualism), since the leaders of the Church in practicality are the ultimate governing authority of the Church, rather than the Body relating 
directly to the Head (resulting in things such as the Shepherding Movement). Jesus rebukes this attitude directly in Mt. 23:8ff, and it is 
inherently militated against within a messianic worldview, which fosters a relational network within the Body functioning in mutual 
submission under a common governmental Head enthroned in the heavens above (e.g. Acts 16:6).  This is the only hope for the Church 
at the end of the age which will grow increasingly dis-integrated under the pressures of the eschatological distress.  Every individual 
within the whole is to be trained to directly listen to and obey the Holy Spirit for guidance and leadership.
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Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
glories that would follow. (NIV 1 Peter 1:3-11) 

He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory?" 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  
(NIV Luke 24:25) 

b) The prophetic ministry is thus simply assumed in the New Testament to be 
complementary to that of the prophetic ministry in the Old Testament. 

Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election 
sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall,  11 and you will receive a rich 
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ… 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on 
the sacred mountain.  19 And we have the word of the prophets made more 
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.   20 Above 23

all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet's own interpretation.  21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of 
man, but men spoke from God (concerning the eternal kingdom of the Christ) as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  2:1 But there were also false prophets 
among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will 
secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 
bought them-- bringing swift destruction on themselves.  2 Many will follow their 
shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute (concerning the 
Kingdom and resurrection).  3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
stories they have made up. (NIV 2 Peter 1:10-2:3) 

c) Like the ministry of an apostle, the ministry of the prophet is raised up by the Holy Spirit 
to strengthen and encourage the Church in its destiny and calling.  Without the self-
sacrificial spirit of the One whom we serve, the prophet’s words are spoken in vain. 

And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, 
third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, 
those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking 
in different kinds of tongues… 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I 
will show you the most excellent way.  13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.   
2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 

 Tim Warner explains, “The Greek word φωσφορος is incorrectly rendered “Daystar” in most translations. The word is NOT 23

φωσφερος - derived from φως (light) and φερω (bearer), as many lexicons have it. It is φωσφορος derived from φως (light) and φορεω 
(to be clothed with). The English word "phosphorus" (a luminescent element) is the direct transliteration of this Greek word, and has 
precisely the same meaning. In the masculine singular form, as it appears in 2 Peter 1:19, it literally means, “the One clothed with light.” 
When Peter wrote, “until that Day dawns, and the One clothed in light arises,” he was referring to the coming of Christ’s Kingdom, and 
to Jesus as He appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration, “His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like snow, such as no 
launderer on earth can whiten them.” The “dawning” and “arising” metaphor Peter used is based on Malachi’s prophecy of Christ’s 
Kingdom (that Day), and the arising of the “Sun of Righteousness,” who is Jesus Christ, (Mal. 4:1-3).” (Tim Warner, “The Coming 
Millennial Sabbath – Part I: Eschatology of the Creation Week,” Answers in Revelation, 12, n.8; available at http://
www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chiliasm.pdf).

http://www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chiliasm.pdf
http://www.oasischristianchurch.org/air/chiliasm.pdf
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and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing… 
14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of 
prophecy… 3 everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, 
encouragement and comfort.  4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but 
he who prophesies edifies the church. (NIV 1 Corinthians 12:28-14:4) 

3. Evangelists 

a) The ministry of the evangelist (cf. Gk. euaggelizō) is likewise assumed to be carried 
over from the Old Testament as one whom the Spirit empowers to make known the 
good news of the coming Kingdom and Messiah (cf. Hb. basar, Is. 40:9; 52:7; 60:6; 
61:1; etc.). 

• <2099> euvaggelisth,j euaggelistēs {yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'}  

Meaning:  1) a bringer of good tidings, an evangelist 2) the name given to the NT 
heralds of salvation through Christ who are not apostles  

Origin:  from 2097 [Gk. euaggelizō]; TDNT - 2:736,267; n m 

Usage:  AV - evangelist 3; 3 [Acts 21:8; Eph. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:5] 

Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news (Hb. basar, Gk. 
euaggelizō LXX), Lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news 
(Hb. basar, Gk. euaggelizō LXX); Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, 
"Here is your God!"  10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm 
ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him. 
(NASB Isaiah 40:9-10) 

Awake, awake, clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion; clothe yourself in your 
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; for the uncircumcised and the 
unclean will no longer come into you.  2 Shake yourself from the dust, rise up, O 
captive Jerusalem; loose yourself from the chains around your neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion… 7 How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings 
good news (Hb. basar, Gk. euaggelizō LXX), who announces peace and brings 
good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says to Zion, "Your 
God reigns!" … 10 The LORD has bared His holy arm in the sight of all the 
nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of our God.  
(NASB Isaiah 52:1-10) 

b) Thus, the term “evangelist” is only used three times in the NT (Acts 21:8; Eph. 4:11; 2 
Tim. 4:5), yet it is universally assumed to be a central aspect of the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit.  24

…that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  9 That if you confess with your 
mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are 

 “This title is applied to Philip (Acts 21:8), who appears to have gone from city to city preaching the word (8:4, 40). Judging 24

from the case of Philip, evangelists had neither the authority of an apostle, nor the gift of prophecy, nor the responsibility of pastoral 
supervision over a portion of the flock. They were itinerant preachers, having it as their special function to carry the gospel to places 
where it was previously unknown.” [M.G. Easton, Easton's Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1996, c1897).]
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justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved… 14 How, 
then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them?  15 And how can they preach unless they are sent 
(Gk. apostellō)? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news (Gk. euaggelizō)!" (cf. Is. 52:7) (NIV Romans 10:8-15) 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:   
2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will 
come when men will not put up with sound doctrine… 5 But you, keep your head 
in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist (Gk. 
euaggelistēs), discharge all the duties of your ministry. (NIV 2 Timothy 4:1-5) 

c) Jesus models the ministry of the evangelist, which the apostles also emulate.  Like the 
other ministries of the Holy Spirit, the preaching of the good news of the Kingdom is 
meant to strengthen the Body of Christ and shake the world which embraces the 
antichrist spirit. 

Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the 
good news (Gk. euaggelizō) of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him,   
2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases. (NIV 

Luke 8:1-2) 

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news 
(Gk. euaggelizō) of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all… 39 We are 
witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem…  
42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  43 All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name. (NIV Acts 10:36-43) 

…God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  14 It was for this He called you through our 
gospel (Gk. euaggelion), that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.  16 Now may our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal 
comfort and good hope by grace,  17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in 
every good work and word.  3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the 
Lord (cf. euaggelion, 3:14) will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also 
with you;  2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men…  
(NASB 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:2) 

4. Teachers 

a) Like the other ministries of the Holy Spirit, the teaching gift within the Assembly was 
universally assumed from the Tanakh, which found expression in the first-century 
“teachers of the Law”. 
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• <1320> dida,skaloj didaskalos {did-as'-kal-os} 

Meaning:  1) a teacher 2) in the NT one who teaches concerning the things of God, 
and the duties of man [cf. Jewish religion; John the Baptist; Jesus; apostles; Paul; 
false teachers]… 

Origin:  from 1321 [Gk. didasko; “to teach”]; TDNT - 2:148,161; n m 

Usage:  AV - Master (Jesus) 40, teacher 10, master 7, doctor 1; 58. 

But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are 
all brothers.  9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, 
and he is in heaven.  10 Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one 
Teacher, the Christ.  11 The greatest among you will be your servant.  12 For 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.  13 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor 
will you let those enter who are trying to.  14 (MT Insertion) 15 Woe to you, 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea 
to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as 
much a son of hell as you are.  (NIV Matthew 23:8-13) 

b) As those who taught the Mosaic Law were suppose to be teaching in such a way that 
encouraged and strengthened the people in their sojourning (cf. consecration and 
holiness), so also are teachers in the New Covenant suppose to spur the Body on 
toward love and good works in preparation for the Kingdom. 

Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the 
sword or be burned or captured or plundered… 35 Some of the wise will stumble, 
so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the 
end, for it will still come at the appointed time. (NIV Daniel 11:33-35) 

"Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake 
and caught all kinds of fish… 51 Have you understood all these things?" Jesus 
asked. "Yes," they replied.  52 He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the 
law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven (and the delay therein) 
is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as 
well as old." (NIV Matthew 13:47-52) 

c) During the age of darkness, dwelling in a body of death, the Church desperately needs 
teaching that sheds light and brings hope, without which the human soul shrivels and 
dies. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a controversy 
with the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and 
no knowledge (“acknowledgment” NIV) of God in the land;  2 there is swearing, 
lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and 
bloodshed follows bloodshed… 4 Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, 
for with you is my contention, O priest.  5 You shall stumble by day; the prophet 
also shall stumble with you by night; and I will destroy your mother.  6 My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected 
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knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten 
the law of your God, I also will forget your children… 9 And it shall be like 
people, like priest; I will punish them for their ways and repay them for their 
deeds. (ESV Hosea 4:1-9) 

• The Levites… instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing 
there.  They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving 
the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read. (NIV 

Nehemiah 8:7-8) 

• Where there is no revelation (“vision” KJV/NASB/ESV), the people cast off 
restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law. (NIV Proverbs 29:18) 

• And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not 
right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.  
Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full 
of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.  But we will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (NIV Acts 6:2-4) 

You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine.  2 Teach the older men… 
3 Likewise, teach the older women… 4 Then they can train the younger women… 
7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching 
show integrity, seriousness  8 and soundness of speech that cannot be 
condemned… 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
men.  12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,  13 while we wait 
for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ,  14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness… 
(NIV Titus 2:1-14) 

5. Pastors 

a) Closely connected to the teaching ministry is the shepherding (i.e. “pastoral”) ministry of 
the Holy Spirit.  Throughout the Old and New Testaments, it is the dominant glue that 
holds the Assembly together.  25

• <4166> poimh,n poimēn {poy-mane'}  

Meaning:  1) a herdsman, esp. a shepherd 1a) in the parable, he to whose care 
and control others have committed themselves, and whose precepts they follow 2) 
metaph. 2a) the presiding officer, manager, director, of any assembly: so of Christ 
the Head of the church 

Origin: of unc. or. 

Usage: NASB - pastors 1, shepherd 13, shepherds 4; 18.  26

 No other metaphor is used more often in the Bible concerning leadership than that of pastoral care (cf. Gen. 48:15; 49:24; 25

Num. 27:16-17; 2 Sam. 24:17; 1 Ki. 22:17; 2 Chr. 18:16; Ps. 23; 28:9; 74:1; 77:20; 78:52-53; 80:1; 95:7; 100:3; 121:3-8; Ecc. 12:11; Isa. 
40:11; 49:9-10; Jer. 2:8; 3:15; 10:21; 12:10; 22:22; 23:1-4; 25:34ff; 27:6; 31:10; 49:19-20; 50:17-19; Ezek. 34:1-10; 37:24; Am. 1:2; 3:12; 
Mic. 4:6-8; 5:4; 7:14; Nah. 3:18; Zech. 10:3; 11:4-17; 13:7; Matt. 9:36; 10:6; 15:24; 18:12-14; Mark 6:34; Luke 15:3-7; John 10:1-29; 
21:15-17; Acts 20:28-30; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-4).

 Matt. 9:36; 25:32; 26:31; Mk. 6:34; 14:27; Lk. 2:8, 15, 18, 20; Jn. 10:2, 11f, 14, 16; Eph. 4:11; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25.26
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Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to 
them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel 
who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? …  
6 My sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every 
high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth… 11 Behold, I, I 
myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out… 13 And I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them 
into their own land… 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself 
will make them lie down… 17 Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between 
rams and male goats… 20 I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep… 23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  24 And I, the LORD, 
will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. (ESV Ezekiel 
34:2-24) 

• He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens; 71 from tending 
the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his 
inheritance. 72 And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful 
hands he led them. (NIV Psalm 78:70-72) 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture… 3 I will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven 
them… 4 I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall 
fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the 
LORD.  5 Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up 
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. (ESV Jeremiah 23:1-5) 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of 
John, do you love me more than these? … Feed my lambs… 16 Simon, son of 
John, do you love me? … Tend my sheep… 17 Simon, son of John, do you love 
me? … Feed my sheep." (ESV John 21:15-17) 

b) The pastoral ministry of the Holy Spirit functions in a general way, caring for and leading 
the saints in righteousness and holiness in preparation for the age to come.  This 
requires a combination of diligence and compassion, feeding people in due season 
according to their true needs. 

Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of 
the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  46 It 
will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 
(NIV Matthew 24:45-46) 

• But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ.  2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were 
not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready,  3 for you are still of the 
flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh 
and behaving only in a human way? (ESV 1 Corinthians 3:1-3) 
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Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness (cf. 1 Cor. 12:29-31).  36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.  37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers (i.e. shepherds) are few." (NIV Matthew 9:35-37) 

• So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be 
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on 
tables.  3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be 
full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them…  
5 They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip… 
(NIV Acts 6:2-5) 

c) Other designations, such as “elder” (Gk. presbuteros ), “overseer” (Gk. episkopos ), 27 28

and “deacon” (Gk. diakonos ), all refer to essentially the same pastoral/shepherding 29

type ministry within the Body. 

To the elders (Gk. presbuteros) among you, I appeal as a fellow elder (Gk. 
presbuteros), a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the 
glory to be revealed:  2 Be shepherds (Gk. poimainō) of God's flock that is under 
your care, serving as overseers (Gk. episkopeō)-- not because you must, but 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but 
eager to serve;  3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples 
to the flock.  4 And when the Chief Shepherd (Gk. archipoimēn) appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. (NIV 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

D. Summary – the whole ministry of the Holy Spirit, including the gifts distributed to men for the 
building up the Body, is meant to establish the Church in maturity so that it may function with 
one accord unto its destiny in the coming Kingdom.  If there are any other motives involved in 
these ministries, then the flock ought to seek new shepherds. 

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3 being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also 
you were called in one hope of your calling;  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6 one 
God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.  7 But to each one of us 
grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift… 11 And He gave some as 
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers,  12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up 
of the body of Christ;  13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the 

 Cf. Matt. 15:2; 16:21; 21:23; 26:3, 47, 57; 27:1, 3, 12, 20, 41; 28:12; Mk. 7:3, 5; 8:31; 11:27; 14:43, 53; 15:1; Lk. 7:3; 9:22; 27

15:25; 20:1; 22:52; Jn. 8:9; Acts 2:17; 4:5, 8, 23; 6:12; 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22f; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; 23:14; 24:1; 25:15; 1 Tim. 5:1f, 
17, 19; Tit. 1:5; Heb. 11:2; Jas. 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1, 5; 2 Jn. 1:1; 3 Jn. 1:1; Rev. 4:4, 10; 5:5f, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4.

 Cf. Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7; 1 Pet. 2:25.28

 Cf. Matt. 20:26; 22:13; 23:11; Mk. 9:35; 10:43; Jn. 2:5, 9; 12:26; Rom. 13:4; 15:8; 16:1; 1 Co. 3:5; 2 Co. 3:6; 6:4; 11:15, 23; 29

Gal. 2:17; Eph. 3:7; 6:21; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:7, 23, 25; 4:7; 1 Tim. 3:8, 12; 4:6.
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knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ. (NASB Ephesians 4:1-13) 

III. THE FALSE MINISTRIES OF FALSE SERVANTS 

A. The Bible warns against those who “disguise themselves as servants of righteousness” (2 Cor. 
11:15), those who are false apostles (cf. 2 Cor. 11:13; 2:17; Phil. 1:15f; Rev. 2:2), false 
prophets (Mt. 7:15; 24:11; Lk. 6:26; 1 Jn. 4:1; Rev. 2:20; 19:20), and false teachers (cf. 1 Tim. 
4:1ff; 2 Tim. 4:3; 2 Pe. 2:1ff; Eph. 4:14; Col. 2:4ff; Rom. 16:17ff).  These are “false brothers” 
(Gal. 2:4) and “ungodly men” (Jude 1:4), who have “the spirit of the antichrist” (1 Jn. 4:1-3), but 
what exactly is the root cause of such falsehood? 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 
the sovereign Lord who bought them-- bringing swift destruction on themselves.  
2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.  
3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up.  
(NIV 2 Peter 2:1-3) 

B. Falsehood in the human condition is rooted in pride and the knowledge of good and evil.  After 
the Fall, the image of man (inward and outward) was broken and distorted.  God seeks 
repentance and restoration through the Cross that our inward man might be renewed and 
restored in the image of God, even while our outward man continues to perish (cf. 2 Cor. 4:16; 
Col. 3:10)—and this too will one day be conformed to the image of the Son of God (cf. Phil. 
3:21; 1 Cor. 15:43-53). 

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day.  17 For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. (NIV 2 Corinthians 4:16-17) 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  3 For you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  5 Put to death therefore what is 
earthly in you… 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming… 9 Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices  10 and have put on 
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  
(ESV Colossians 3:2-10) 

C. Conversely, the nature of pride is the attitude of superiority, and the simple product of pride is 
the conformity of image to that perceived superiority.  Prideful men seek to conform others to 
their own superiority, and if unhindered he would seek to conform the entire earth to his own 
image and likeness.  This is the core of sin—man seeks not to entrust the world to God, his 
Master and Creator, but rather he seeks to master and dominate everything unto himself. 

In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are caught in the schemes 
he devises.  3 He boasts of the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles 
the LORD.  4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no 
room for God… 13 Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he say to himself, 
"He won't call me to account"?  14 But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you 
consider it to take it in hand… 16 The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will 
perish from his land.  17 You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage 
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them, and you listen to their cry,  18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed, in 
order that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more. (NIV Psalm 10:2-18) 

See, the day of the LORD is coming--a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make 
the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it.  10 The stars of heaven and their 
constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon 
will not give its light.  11 I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I 
will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the 
ruthless. (NIV Isaiah 13:9-11) 

D. In other words, man seeks to dominate all men and disciple them unto himself.  This is the 
basic drive of the flesh of man, which leads many of the servants of God astray.  Rather than 
discipling men unto God, in fear of the Day of the Lord, people disciple men unto themselves 
to fulfill all the wicked motives of the human heart, e.g. pride, greed, reputation, insecurity, fear, 
malice, immorality, etc.  This inevitably results in the abuse of God’s people rather than their 
care. 

Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his 
household, to give them their food at the proper time? … 48 But if that wicked servant 
(cf. “false prophets” v.11, 24) says to himself, 'My master is delayed,'  49 and begins to 
beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards,  50 the master of that 
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not 
know  51 and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. (ESV Matthew 
24:45-51) 

E. This was the charge of God against the false prophets in the Old Testament, who led the 
house of Israel astray, rather than focusing their attention on obedience to God and fear of the 
Day of the Lord. 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! declares the 
LORD… 10 For the land is full of adulterers; because of the curse the land mourns, and 
the pastures of the wilderness are dried up. Their course is evil, and their might is not 
right.  11 Both prophet and priest are ungodly; even in my house I have found their evil, 
declares the LORD… 17 They say continually to those who despise the word of the 
LORD, "It shall be well with you"; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own 
heart, they say, "No disaster shall come upon you." … 19 Behold, the storm of the 
LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the 
wicked… 22 But if they had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my 
words to my people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from 
the evil of their deeds. (ESV Jeremiah 23:1-22) 

Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who are now prophesying…  
4 Your prophets, O Israel, are like jackals among ruins.  5 You have not gone up to the 
breaks in the wall to repair it for the house of Israel so that it will stand firm in the 
battle on the day of the LORD… 10 Because they lead my people astray, saying, 
"Peace," when there is no peace, and because, when a flimsy wall is built, they cover it 
with whitewash,  11 therefore tell those who cover it with whitewash that it is going to 
fall… 13 In my wrath I will unleash a violent wind, and in my anger hailstones and 
torrents of rain will fall with destructive fury.  14 I will tear down the wall you have 
covered with whitewash and will level it to the ground so that its foundation will be 
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laid bare. When it falls, you will be destroyed in it; and you will know that I am the 
LORD. (NIV Ezekiel 13:2-14) 

F. This is the backdrop for Jesus’ charge against the false prophets in the Sermon on the Mount.  
On the narrow path of walking out our salvation with fear and trembling, there will be many 
false prophets who will come, and though they even bear the signs of a true prophet, they are 
“wolves” who devour people for their own gain.  However, Jesus exhorts his disciples to be 
faithful leaders, building “houses” of disciples unto God. 

But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.   
15 Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
they are ferocious wolves.  16 By their fruit you will recognize them… 19 Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 Thus, by their fruit 
you will recognize them.  21 Not everyone who says to me, "Lord, Lord," will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.   
22 Many will say to me on that day, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 
in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?"  23 Then I will tell them 
plainly, "I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!"  24 Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.  25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock… 
(NIV Matthew 7:14-25) 

• The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; 
they have devoured human lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they 
have made many widows in her midst… 27 Her princes in her midst are like wolves 
tearing the prey, shedding blood, destroying lives to get dishonest gain.  28 And her 
prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing false visions and divining lies 
for them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,' when the LORD has not spoken.  29 The 
people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have 
oppressed the poor and needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without justice. 
(ESV Ezekiel 22:25-29) 

• Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious and defiled! … 3 Her officials are roaring 
lions, her rulers are evening wolves, who leave nothing for the morning.  4 Her 
prophets are arrogant; they are treacherous men. Her priests profane the sanctuary 
and do violence to the law. (NIV Zephaniah 3:1-4) 

G. Paul warned of the same thing in his own ministry.  Leaders would come, and though they 
seem truthful, their driving desire is to dominate and control people for their own wealth, glory, 
and renown.  Thus, they cannot entrust others to God. 

Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom 
will ever see me again.  26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the 
blood of all men.  27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.  
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  
29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare 
the flock.  30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order 
to draw away disciples after them.  31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three 
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years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  32 Now I commit 
you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  33 I have not coveted anyone's silver 
or gold or clothing.  34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied 
my own needs and the needs of my companions.  35 In everything I did, I showed you 
that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak… (NIV Acts 20:25-35) 

• Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and 
amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great,  10 and all 
the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This man is 
the divine power known as the Great Power."  11 They followed him because he had 
amazed them for a long time with his magic… 18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was 
given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money  19 and said, 
"Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the 
Holy Spirit." (NIV Acts 8:9-19) 

• I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in 
your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.  
18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By 
smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. (NIV Romans 
16:17-18) 

• It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.  
16 The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  
17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that 
they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. (NIV Philippians 1:15-17) 

• But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  2 For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient 
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not loving good,  4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  5 having the appearance of godliness, 
but denying its power (cf. Is. 29:13; 48:1; 58:2; etc.). Avoid such people. (ESV 2 Timothy 
3:1-5) 

H. Paul expounds on the mechanics of truthfulness vs. falsehood in his first letter to the 
Corinthians.  Division and malice were rampant because people were idolizing and following 
men rather than God, claiming to be disciples of Paul or Peter or Apollos rather than Christ.  
Paul rebukes them for calling men their masters and warns against building “houses” of 
believers that will be destroyed on the Day of the Lord. 

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you 
not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?  4 For when one says, "I follow Paul," 
and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men?  5 What, after all, is Apollos? 
And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe-- as the Lord has 
assigned to each his task.  6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it 
grow.  7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow.  8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, 
and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.  9 For we are God's fellow 
workers; you are God's field, God's building.  10 By the grace God has given me, I laid 
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a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one 
should be careful how he builds.  11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the 
one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 If any man builds on this foundation using 
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,  13 his work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 
the quality of each man's work.  14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his 
reward.  15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as 
one escaping through the flames.  16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's 
temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 
destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.  18 Do not deceive 
yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should 
become a "fool" so that he may become wise.  19 For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness in God's sight. As it is written: "He catches the wise in their craftiness";   
20 and again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile."  21 So then, no 
more boasting about men! All things are yours,  22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas 
or the world or life or death or the present or the future-- all are yours,  23 and you are 
of Christ, and Christ is of God.  4:1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of 
Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.  2 Now it is required that 
those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.  3 I care very little if I am judged 
by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.  4 My conscience is 
clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.  5 Therefore 
judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light 
what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time 
each will receive his praise from God. (NIV 1 Corinthians 3:3-4:5) 

I. God is jealous for his people, that their hearts would be wholly his.  The righteous five-fold 
ministry identifies with this heart and seeks to establish the church as a pure and spotless 
virgin on the Day of the Lord, protecting her from false men who would adulterate and ruin her. 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, 
so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him.  3 But I am afraid that just as Eve 
was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from 
your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  4 For if someone comes to you and 
preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit 
from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put 
up with it easily enough.  5 But I do not think I am in the least inferior to those "super-
apostles."  6 I may not be a trained speaker, but I do have knowledge. We have made 
this perfectly clear to you in every way.  7 Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order 
to elevate you by preaching the gospel of God to you free of charge?  8 I robbed other 
churches by receiving support from them so as to serve you.  9 And when I was with 
you and needed something, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came 
from Macedonia supplied what I needed… 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  14 And no wonder, for Satan himself 
masquerades as an angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants 
masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions 
deserve. (NIV 2 Corinthians 11:2-15) 
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We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone perfect in Christ.  29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his 
energy, which so powerfully works in me.  2:1 I want you to know how much I am 
struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me 
personally.  2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, 
so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they 
may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,  3 in whom are hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.  4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-
sounding arguments. (NIV Colossians 1:28-2:4) 

For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we 
trying to trick you.  4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our 
hearts.  5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up 
greed-- God is our witness.  6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you 
or anyone else. As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you,  7 but we 
were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children… 10 You are 
witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you 
who believed.  11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his 
own children,  12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, 
who calls you into his kingdom and glory… 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the 
crown (cf. Is. 62:3; Zech. 9:16) in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
when he comes? Is it not you?  20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy.  
(NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:3-20) 
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Class 9: Sustaining Prayer Through a House Church Form 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. As the Church awaits the good news of the coming Kingdom and resurrection, it is called to 
patient endurance in faith, perseverant war in holiness, and faithful proclamation of Jesus 
during its time of exile. These are the activities of this age upon which God has given his 
stamp of approval in the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (cf. the 
Day of the Lord)." (ESV Matthew 28:18-20) 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life.  14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  15 And if we know that he 
hears us-- whatever we ask-- we know that we have what we asked of him. (NIV 1 John 
5:13-15) 

B. Since the Holy Spirit is the only means of faithfulness in this age, and since God only releases 
His Spirit when we ask, the Church seeks to order itself about the place of prayer, individually 
and corporately.  Though this may take different forms in different contexts, this is the essential 
missiological function of the Church in context to the imminent Day of the Lord. 

He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God…  4 he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  6 So when they met 
together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?"  7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth." (NIV Acts 1:3-8) 

C. In this light, God has graciously given his people many gifts by his Spirit to help them abide in 
Him and remain faithful in their calling in this age.  Internal disciplines and external hardships 
keep us humble, while various ministries of the Holy Spirit, administered uprightly to the Body 
through the five-fold ministry, keep us on a narrow path of righteousness. 

But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit;  
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that leads to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on those who doubt;  23 save others by 
snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the flesh.  24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling 
and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy,  25 to the 
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only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. (ESV Jude 1:20-25) 

D. However, what is the broad context and form designed to facilitate these various elements and 
functions within the Body of Christ in this age?  How ought the Body generally relate to one 
another and to society at large?   

1. The modern church broadly relates these elements within a “corporate-based” or 
“institutional” form of assembly.  The apostolic church, however, broadly related on a 
“home-based” or “private” form of assembly, meeting from “house to house” (cf. Acts 1:13; 
2:46; 5:42; 8:3; 12:12; 20:7-9; Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Phlm. 2; etc.).  The 
reason for this is simple: the home-based model of church is the most effective means of 
faithful sojourning. 

2. Unfortunately, the recent explosion of house church networks have generally been 
understood and interpreted under two broad banners: 1) escapist mission-stations, the 
means by which souls are saved for immaterial heaven, or 2) dominionist strongholds, the 
grassroots means by which the church will take over the world.  Yet even with this poor 
Platonic identity, the house church form has proven a more effective form. 

3. Entire books, groups and even movements have been devoted to the subject of the form/
structure of the church.  However, the emphasis of the New Testament is far more focused 
on the function of the church and sustaining faithfulness to that function by prayer and the 
grace of God.  In other words, the Scriptures emphasize personal piety and righteousness 
rather than corporate form, since the corporate form is only unto strengthening individual 
faithfulness.  Likewise, this class will devote a relatively small amount of time to the subject 
of ecclesiological form.   John references William Law’s A Serious Call to a Devout and 30

Holy Life. You can download this at 9b’s audio. 

II. THE TEMPLE, THE CHURCH, AND THE "CATHEGOGUE" 

A. Clarification of the Relationship between the Temple and the Church 

1. The form of the Post-Constantinian church has been generally based on the pattern of the 
Old Testament Temple, with a corporate holding, sacred articles/space, professional clergy, 
etc.  Moreover, the liturgical patterns of the church were generally adopted from the liturgy 

 “It is very observable, that there is not one command in all the Gospel for public worship; and perhaps it is a duty that is 30

least insisted upon in Scripture of any other. The frequent attendance at it is never so much as mentioned in all the New Testament. 
Whereas that religion or devotion which is to govern the ordinary actions of our life is to be found in almost every verse of Scripture. Our 
blessed Saviour and His Apostles are wholly taken up in doctrines that relate to common life. They call us to renounce the world, and 
differ in every temper and way of life, from the spirit and the way of the world: to renounce all its goods, to fear none of its evils, to reject 
its joys, and have no value for its happiness: to be as new-born babes, that are born into a new state of things: to live as pilgrims in 
spiritual watching, in holy fear, and heavenly aspiring after another life: to take up our daily cross, to deny ourselves, to profess the 
blessedness of mourning, to seek the blessedness of poverty of spirit: to forsake the pride and vanity of riches, to take no thought for 
the morrow, to live in the profoundest state of humility, to rejoice in worldly sufferings: to reject the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life: to bear injuries, to forgive and bless our enemies, and to love mankind as God loveth them: to give up our whole 
hearts and affections to God, and strive to enter through the strait gate into a life of eternal glory. This is the common devotion which 
our blessed Saviour taught, in order to make it the common life of all Christians. Is it not therefore exceeding strange that people should 
place so much piety in the attendance upon public worship, concerning which there is not one precept of our Lord's to be found, and yet 
neglect these common duties of our ordinary life, which are commanded in every page of the Gospel? I call these duties the devotion of 
our common life, because if they are to be practised, they must be made parts of our common life; they can have no place anywhere 
else.” [William A. Law, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life (New York: Vintage Books, 2002; first pub. 1728), 6-7.]



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 9: Sustaining Prayer Through a House Church Form                  Page  of 97 159

of the Jewish synagogues, which likewise derived from the Temple rituals.   This created 31

what Wolfgang Simson calls the “Cathegogue System”: 

Baptized with Greek pagan philosophy, separating the sacred from the secular, the 
cathegogue system developed into the Black Hole of Christianity, swallowing most of its 
society-transforming energies and inducing the church to become absorbed with itself for 
centuries to come.  The Roman Catholic Church went on to canonize the system.  Luther 
reformed the content of the gospel, but left the outer forms of ‘church’ remarkably 
untouched.  The Free Churches freed the system from the State, the Baptists then 
baptized it, the Quakers dry-cleaned it, the Salvation Army put it in uniform, the 
Pentecostals anointed it and the Charismatics renewed it, but until today nobody has 
really changed the system.  The time to do that has now arrived.  32

2. The Temple was instituted by God in the pattern of the heavenly Temple (cf. Ex. 25:40; Acts 
7:44; Heb. 8:5; 9:24).  It was designed to be a prophetic signpost of the Day of the Lord, 
when the glory of God will cover the entire earth (cf. Ps. 72:19; Is. 11:9; 35:2; 40:5; 60:1; 
Hab. 2:14; etc.).  Thus, the glory filling the inner sanctuary (cf. Ex. 40:34; 1 Ki. 8:10ff; 2 Chr. 
7:1ff) was seen as a deposit of the glory to come. 

When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the 
LORD.  11 And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for 
the glory of the LORD filled his temple.  12 Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said 
that he would dwell in a dark cloud;  13 I have indeed built a magnificent temple for 
you, a place for you to dwell forever." (NIV 1 Kings 8:10-13) 

"In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a 
highway for our God… 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." … 9 You who 
bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good tidings 
to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout… 10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes 
with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense accompanies him. (NIV Isaiah 40:3-10) 

3. As such the perpetuity of the Name and presence of God was interpreted in light of the age 
to come (cf. 1 Ki. 9:3; 1 Chr. 23:25; Ps. 68:16; Jer. 3:17; etc.), just as the perpetuity of the 
Davidic dynasty (cf. 2 Sam. 7:11-16; Ps. 89:29; Is. 9:7; etc.).  As the Davidic dynasty came 
to a temporary end, so also the Temple was destroyed during the 70 year exile of Israel 
(c.586-516) and again under Roman rule in 70 AD.  However, both the Temple and the 
Dynasty will be perpetually restored in the age to come. 

 “When the Temple was destroyed, the synagogue became its surrogate. Much of the liturgy of rabbinic Judaism—even the 31

times of statutory prayer and the number of services held on Sabbaths and festivals—was framed to correspond to the rituals and 
rhythms of the defunct Temple cult.” [“Synagogue,” Microsoft Encarta Online Encyclopedia 2009 (1997-2009 Microsoft Corporation); 
available from http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761557548/synagogue.html.] 

“Where perfected into a system, the services of the synagogue, which were at the same hours as those of the temple, 
consisted, (1) of prayer, which formed a kind of liturgy, there were in all eighteen prayers; (2) the reading of the Scriptures in certain 
definite portions; and (3) the exposition of the portions read. (See Luke 4:15, 22; Acts 13:14.)” [M.G. Easton, “Synagogue,” Easton's 
Bible Dictionary (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1996, c1897).]

 Wolfgang Simson, Houses that Change the World (Waynesboro: Authentic, 2001), xvi.32
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I have heard your prayer and your supplication, which you have made before Me; I 
have consecrated this house which you have built by putting My name there 
forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually. (NASB 1 Kings 9:3) 

• When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish 
his kingdom.  13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever… 16 Your house and your kingdom 
will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.  
(NIV 2 Samuel 7:11-16) 

For the LORD has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling:  14 "This is my 
resting place for ever and ever; here I will sit enthroned, for I have desired it.  
(NIV Psalm 132:13-14) 

Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the temple.  6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard 
someone speaking to me from inside the temple.  7 He said: "Son of man, this is the 
place of my throne and the place for the soles of my feet. This is where I will live 
among the Israelites forever. (NIV Ezekiel 43:5-7) 

4. In this way the Temple was never a pattern for ministry, but rather a signpost for the age to 
come.  The disciples never attempted to replicate the Temple ministry.  To replicate it would 
not only be illogical but blasphemous (cf. 1 Ki. 12:28-33), presumption against God’s 
chosen seat of redemptive history. 

5. Thus, the locus of sojourning ministry was from home to home (cf. Acts 2:46; 5:42; 8:3; 
12:12; 20:20; etc.), though the disciples continued to meet in the temple courts (cf. Lk. 
24:53; Acts 2:46; Acts 3:1f; 5:20f; etc.).  The Temple was never discounted, replaced or 
superseded; it was simply related to rightly in light of the Day of the Lord.  The locus of 
ministry and sojourning has always been home-based, Old Testament and New (cf. Deut. 
4-6; 2 Chr. 6; Ezra 9-10; etc.). 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.  52 Then 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. (NIV Luke 24:51-53) 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts… 3:1 One day Peter 
and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer… (NIV Acts 2:46-3:1) 

Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ. (NIV Acts 5:42) 

• Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  5 Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  6 These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  7 Impress them 
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  8 Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads.  9 Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. (NIV Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 
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6. Ultimately, the temple and home fellowships serve the same function—faithful sojourning—
but the two forms are different and mutually exclusive.  To mix the two forms convolutes the 
function of both.  Thus the NT can speak of the analogous function and identity of the 
Temple and the church (cf. 1 Cor. 3:16f; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21f; Heb. 3:6; 1 Pe. 2:5), 
while assuming a difference in form and ministry. 

What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." (cf. Ex. 29:45)  
(NIV 2 Corinthians 6:16) 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God's people and members of God's household,  20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21 In 
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord.  22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 
God lives by his Spirit. (NIV Ephesians 2:19-22) 

As you come to him, the living Stone-- rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him--  5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ… 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 
out of darkness into his wonderful light. (NIV 1 Peter 2:4-9) 

B. Brief History of the Church and Home-based Fellowships 

1. Because of the early church’s sojourning theology in light of the kingdom and resurrection, 
early Christians lived in organic and easily multipliable house churches, equipped and 
guided by the five-fold ministry.  As some have said, converts were “converted to 
marginality,” which had no place in the mainstream of wealth and power.  33

2. The early church thus had no corporate holdings.  There were no “church buildings” 
mentioned in history until the final quarter of the third century.   The question of house 34

church versus corporate church was not even a consideration.  As various missiologists 
have pointed out, if we want to return to the apostolic pattern of church planting, then we 
ought to aim at constructing our first building 300 years after we start! 

When the church was very young, it had no buildings. Let us begin with that striking fact. 
That the church had no buildings is the most noticeable of the points of difference 
between the church of the early days and the church of today. In the minds of most 
people today, ‘church’ means first a building, probably something else second; but seldom 
does ‘the church’ stand for anything other than a building. Yet here is the fact with which 

 See Eduardo Hoornaert, The Memory of the Christian People, trans. R. R. Barr (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1988), 81.33

 “We have no temples or alters.” This statement, referring to Christians, comes from the pen of the apologist (defender) 34

Minicus Felix, c 200, and all evidence supports its accuracy. Throughout at least the first two centuries there were no church buildings 
as such, and this was so remarkable that to the pagan population, it was considered grounds for accusing the Christians of 'atheism.' In 
a world notable for the number of its holy shrines and the rivers of blood that flowed daily from the sacrificial victims, Christians were 
conspicuous in that they possessed neither the first nor engaged in the second.” [J.G. Davies, Secular Use of Church Buildings (New 
York: Seabury, 1968), 1.]
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we start: the early church possessed no buildings and carried on its work for a great many 
years without erecting any.  This fact has something significant to teach us concerning the 
character of the church… There was practically nothing in the way of church building until 
the third century, and nothing with any pretension to architecture until after the conversion 
of Constantine early in the fourth century.  During all this time the church carried on her 
mission without buildings of her own, without property, and without the burdens and 
responsibilities that the holding of property implies.  35

3. It was not until the conversion of Constantine that the church wholeheartedly adopted 
corporate holdings endorsed by the State.  As the church systematically transitioned to an 
institutional corporate base, the war against gnosticism subsided, and the Romanized 
church assumed the identity of the Kingdom Now before an immaterial heaven, i.e. 
“Christendom”.  The theology was thus adopted to validate the ministerial ambition for 
wealth and power. 

4. In time the logical consequence of kingdom now theology and praxis led to the banning of 
everything outside of the corporate form.  On 27 February 380, emperor Theodosius 
published the so called “Edict of Thessalonica”, which not only outlawed traditional Roman 
religions but also persecuted all unauthorized gatherings of believers, i.e. house 
churches.  36

5. Post-400 AD Christianity is a two-fold history of reformation of theology and praxis.  
Multitudes of books have been written on the reformation and restoration of apostolic 
doctrine, but few have even considered the restoration of apostolic ecclesiology.  The 
reason for this: it contradicts the wealth and power of the church, so much so that the 
church persecuted anyone who even tried to live it out by themselves. 

a) The first person to be executed as a heritic after Theodosius’ decree was Priscillian, 
bishop of Avila.  Priscillian empowered a large lay movement in Spain and France of 
small fellowships called “brotherhoods” which met in private homes.  Because they took 
communion and baptized new believers, the Roman episcopate put Priscillian and six of 
his leaders to death at Trier in 385. 

b) Likewise, the Celtic movement of the 5th and 6th centuries initially came under Roman 
persecution because of their practice of peregrini (lit. “migrant ones”), who would travel 
in bands evangelizing and discipling new believers in unreached places.  37

c) The Arminian Paulicians and Tondrakians, the Bogomilians of Bulgaria, the French 
Henricians (a.k.a. Petrobusians) and Albigensians (a.k.a. Cathars) were all accused of 
heresy, but the real reason for their systematic persecution was their refusal to 
assemble in the corporate holdings of their respective Christendom churches.  This 
threatened the wealth and power of the state churches. 

 Ernest Loosley, When The Church Was Young (Christian Books Pub House, 1989; orig. pub. 1935), 3-5.35

 See Alan Kreider, ed., The Origins of Christendom in the West (Edinburgh and New York: T & T Clark, 2001); Judith Herrin, 36

The Formation of Christendom (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1987); and Robert Lewis Wilkin, Seeking the Face of God (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2003).

 The tension between the Celtic and Roman Church continued until the Celtic Church came under the authority of Rome at 37

the Synod of Whidby in 664.  Differences in the appearance of monks and the dating of Easter (lunar vs. solar calendars) ultimately 
represented the differing authority structures of bishop versus abbot.
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d) The rise of the Inquisition in the 12th century led to the persecution and murder of 
millions of believers including the Waldensians (the “Poor Men of Lyons”), the English 
Lollards, the Bohemian Hussites, the Moriscos (Islamic converts) and Marranos (Jewish 
converts) of Spain and Portugal, and the Protestant Anabaptists, Labadians, 
Huguenots, etc.—all of which persisted though underground home-based gatherings.  38

6. Lest we think this a “Catholic problem,” the Protestant Reformers were no less brutal in 
their persecution of non-sanctioned Christian meetings.   

a) After Luther gained the support of the German Elector, Frederick III, Luther ordered the 
massacre of over 100,000 peasants in 1524-25.  From 1526-29, Luther began to 
organize his movement, which alarmed one of his disciples Kaspar Schwenckfeld.   In 39

1530 Schwenckfeld parted ways with his mentor, and in 1535 he and his disciples were 
officially condemned as heretics (because of their views on Communion) and were 
subsequently “hunted like deer” throughout Europe. 

b) The leaders of the Anabaptist movement, Conrad Grebel, Felix Manz and George 
Blaurock, were all sentenced in Zurich at the hands of reformer Ulrich Zwingli.  Manz 
became the first Anabaptist martyr, drowned in Lake Zürich; Grebel died because of his 
time in prison; Blaurock was beaten, sent away and later burnt at the stake in near 
Klausen, Italy.  Known as the “Radical Reformation,” the Anabaptist movement spread 
like wildfire throughout Europe as people sought not only a reformation of theology but 
also a reformation of praxis, the latter being the true source of their relentless 
persecution.  40

c) Dictatorial rule was likewise established in Geneva under John Calvin and his 
successors.  Any meetings outside the city ordinances were strictly condemned, and 
Michael Servetus became the first “libertine” heretic burned in the city square.  41

d) If the inner motivations of the human heart were exposed, I suggest that the majority of 
the 30,000+ Protestant denominations were started because groups of people desired 
to meet outside the control of the corporate-based church, which would be a form of 
passive persecution. 

 “Only as late as 22 January 1998 did the Vatican, under the leadership of German Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, open its 38

extensive archives on the Inquisition in the Palazzo del Sant'Uffizio in Rome, where the bloody business of systematically persecuting 
and killing heretics is documented in no fewer than 4500 large volumes. ‘We are concerned about the truth, and this is an act of self-
cleansing,’ said Cardinal Achille Silvestrini. It is believed, however, that those 4500 volumes represent much less than a third of the 
original material, the rest of which was lost.” [Simson, Houses that Change the World, 62.]

 See Peter C. Erb, The Life and Thought of Kaspar Schwenckfeld von Ossig (Pennsburg: Schwenckfelder Library, 1997).  39

During this time, Luther’s disposition toward his disciple changed dramatically from “Dear Kaspar” to “The stupid fool, possessed by the 
devil, understands nothing. He does not know what he is babbling. But if he won't stop his drivel, let him at least not bother me with the 
booklets which the devil spues out of him.” [see Chester D. Hartranft, Corpus Schwenckfeldianorum, Letters and Treatises of Caspar 
Schwenckfeld von Ossig (Pennsburg: Board of Publication, 1997).]

 See George H. Williams, The Radical Reformation, 3rd ed. (Truman State Univ. Press, 2000); and Michael G. Baylor, The 40

Radical Reformation (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1991).

 Roland  Bainton, Hunted Heretic: The Life and Death of Michael Servetus (Beacon Press, 1953); and Dave Hunt, What 41

Love Is This? Calvinism's Misrepresentation of God (Berean Call, 2004).
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7. The Protestant home-fellowship movement was given breathing room because of the folly 
of the Thirty Years’ War (1618-48) and the subsequent retaliation of the Enlightenment 
(c.1650-1800). 

a) The modern home-based church movement began primarily within German pietism, the 
father of which being Jacob Spener (1635-1705) who recognized that though everyone 
had a bible in their homes no one actually read them.  Thus, he established collegia 
pietatis, “pious gatherings,” biweekly house meetings that discussed the Sunday 
morning sermon.  Spener quickly encountered opposition from the local Lutheran 
churches, and the city council of Frankfurt subsequently banned the meetings. 

b) In like manner, Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700-60), the godson of Spener, began 
a Moravian movement of “societies” and “bands” throughout Europe, which John 
Wesley multiplied after his Moravian conversion on Aldersgate St.  Wesley’s “circuits” 
and “classes” spread throughout Europe and America, setting the standard of the 
Protestant evangelicalism by the end of the Second Great Awakening.   Essentially 42

house churches, these small groups received intense opposition and ridicule (cf. 
“Methodist”) by the corporate-based churches. 

c) Camp Meetings and the Holiness Movement 

d) YMCA and the Student Volunteer Movement 

e) Plymouth Brethren and the Little Flock Movement 

f) Church Growth Movement and House Church Networks 

Prophetically foreseen by Erich Reber and described by writers such as Robert Banks and 
Met Castillo, it was in 1996 when probably the first intentional house-church planting 
movement outside rather closed nations like China, Vietnam or Cuba, was initiated by Dr. 
Victor Choudhrie in North India. In later years, other initiatives followed, initiated by IBRA 
Radio, a Swedish Pentecostal Radio ministry, which started a new house church planting 
ministry in the Arab World, or apostolic persons like Bruce Carlton, inside, but clearly on 
the fringes of existing mission agencies like the Southern Baptists’ IMB (International 
Mission Board). First greatly ridiculed by traditional churches in almost all nations, the 
house church movement has grown to many hundreds of thousands of churches in an 
amazingly short period of time, and is, at this point, not only the main harvesting tool God 
seems to use in Muslim nations like Bangladesh, Pakistan, or Indonesia, but making its 
presence felt in many Western nations as well. Apostolic church planters like Neil Cole or 
Tony Dale, Bernard Sanders and Guy Muse, Victor John and David Watson, Peter Wenz 
or Jonathan Pattiasina are leading the way, and many in traditional churches who were 
watching are not laughing anymore. By now (2009) we know of at least 500,000 newly 
planted house churches (outside China), and, if George Barna is right in his predictions, 
published in his book Revolution, it will take but a few more years for house churches to 
become not only an extremely vital harvesting instrument of God, but quite simply the new 
mainline church, replacing CAWKI [church-as-we-know-it] with something introduced to 
the mindset of most Christians only a few years ago.  43

 See Howard A. Snyder, The Radical Wesley and Patterns for Church Renewal (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1980).42

 Wolfgang Simson, The Starfish Manifesto: A Prophetic Roadmap for an Apostolic Journey (Starfish Publishing, 2009), 43

286-287; available at http://en.starfishportal.net/downloads.  Some project this number as high as 700,000 depending on estimates of 
the Indian house movement.  Estimates of house churches in China range from one to three million.
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8. The areas of the earth where the greatest growth of the Church is happening today is 
primarily facilitated through home-based meetings.   George Barna, perhaps the most 44

influential pollster and church growth consultant in Evangelical Christianity, predicts that 
“revolutionary” expressions (i.e. home-based churches) will soon account for one third of 
American spirituality.  45

III. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 

A. Home-based 

1. House churches were the “base of operations” in the early church.  All of the life of the 
Body related back to the home-based meetings of believers.  This form allowed them to 
grow rapidly without forfeiting quality of discipleship. 

Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house 
to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of 
heart,  47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number day by day those who were being saved. (NASB Acts 
2:46-47) 

Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.  6:1 In those days 
when the number of disciples was increasing… (NIV Acts 5:42-6:1) 

You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you 
but have taught you publicly and from house to house.  21 I have declared to both 
Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our 
Lord Jesus. (NIV Acts 20:20-21) 

2. All of the essential functions of the early church happened in the context of house 
churches: worship, prayer, teaching, communion, baptism, etc. 

What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, 
or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these 
must be done for the strengthening of the church. (NIV 1 Corinthians 14:26) 

When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat,  21 for as you eat, 
each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, 
another gets drunk. (NIV 1 Corinthians 11:20-21) 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas…  
32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.   
33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his family were baptized. (NIV Acts 16:29-33) 

 In China over 100 million believers gather in house churches under the communist regime; in India over 100,000 house 44

churches were started in only five years (2001-2006); and in Africa there are an estimated 1,200 new churches started every month 
[see Rad Zdero, The Global House Church Movement (William Carey Library Publishers, 2004); and David Garrison, Church Planting 
Movements: How God Is Redeeming a Lost World (Wigtake Resources, 2003).]

 George Barna, Revolution (Tyndale House, 2005), 49.45
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3. Pentecost happened in a private home.  The movement of the Spirit is not dependent upon 
a house church form, but generally a house church form grows out of those who are 
humble and seek God. 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet… 13 And when they 
had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying… 14 All these 
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer… (ESV Acts 1:12-14) 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  2 Suddenly a 
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. (NIV Acts 2:1-2) 

• The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had 
called together his relatives and close friends… 27 Talking with him, Peter went 
inside and found a large gathering of people. (NIV Acts 10:24-27) 

• On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to 
find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had 
gathered there.  14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.  15 When she and the members of 
her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. (NIV Acts 16:13-15) 

4. Leadership is decentralized and thus empowered in context to a house church form.  
Ownership of ministry and responsibility for others raises the bar which inherently calls out 
and trains new leaders. 

The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet 
you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.  
(NIV 1 Corinthians 16:19) 

Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in 
her house. (NIV Colossians 4:15) 

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker,  2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 
our fellow soldier and to the church that meets in your home… (NIV Philemon 1:1-2) 

B. Organic 

1. Originally articulated by British evangelist T. Austin Sparks (1888–1971), New Testament 
Christianity was essentially “organic”: 

God’s way and law of fullness is that of organic life. In the Divine order, life produces its 
own organism, whether it be a vegetable, animal, human or spiritual. This means that 
everything comes from the inside. Function, order and fruit issue from this law of life 
within. It was solely on this principle that what we have in the New Testament came into 
being. Organized Christianity has entirely reversed this order.  46

 T. Austin-Sparks, Words of Wisdom and Revelation (Corina: Three Brothers, 2000), 49; quoted in Frank Viola, Reimagining 46

Church: Pursuing the Dream of Organic Christianity (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2008), 18.
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2. The church is a living organism, not a static institution.   The church is the living “body” of 47

Christ (Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 4:17; 5:23; Col. 1:24).  As all other creatures were 
commanded to be fruitful and multiply in Genesis 1, so also is the Body of Christ 
commanded to be fruitful and multiply in Acts 1.  All healthy organisms are designed by 
God to easily reproduce. 

What would it look like if churches emerged organically, like small spiritual families born 
out of the soil of lostness, because the seed of God’s kingdom was planted there? These 
churches could reproduce just as all living things do. We have seen such churches 
meeting in restaurants, offices, homes, university campuses, high school facilities, and 
beaches.  We’ve had churches meeting in bars, coffeehouses, parks, and locker room.  
One of our church networks has as its purpose statement “To have a church within 
walking distance of every person living in Las Vegas.” Another claims, “Every Christian is 
a church planter, every home is a church, and every church building is a training center.  
This is a whole new way of seeing Christ’s church, and it is happening today all across 
the Western world.  48

3. The New Testament church grew organically wherever the word of God was preached.  
Though private homes were the locus of ministry and life, the word of God took root in the 
Book of Acts in the marketplace and various public arenas. 

I never set out to start “house churches” and am always a little surprised when I am 
considered an authority on such. We do not call them house churches. Instead, we call 
them “organic churches,” to emphasis the healthy life and the natural means of 
reproducing that we long for… We do not mandate that churches remain small and meet 
in homes; that would miss the point. We seek that churches be healthy and reproduce. 
The reason our churches tend to stay small is the dynamic life-changing property of a 
“band of brothers and sisters” who are actively on mission together. There is an innate 
quality to our expression of church that causes them to want to remain small, intimate, 
and involved on mission.  49

C. Simple 

1. The modern church is overly complex.  Without a simple message (gospel of the kingdom) 
and a simple ministry (sojourning house church), the church engages so many models and 
ministries that it becomes confused and complacent.  The multiplication of corporate 
programs and ministries actually disempowers and disenfranchises the common believer. 

The term simple church began to gain popularity, because we valued a simple life of 
following our Lord and avoided many of the complexities of the conventional church… We 
started articulating this profound goal for CMA: “We want to lower the bar of how church 
is done and raise the bar of what it means to be a disciple.” If church is simple enough 
that everyone can do it and is made up of people who take up their cross and follow 
Jesus at any cost, the result will be churches that empower the common Christian to do 

 Even when the church is compared to a building (cf. 1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21); it is assumed to be made of “living 47

stones” (1 Pe. 2:5).

 Neil Cole, Organic Church: Growing Faith Where Life Happens (Jossey-Bass, 2005), xxvi-xxvii.48

 Ibid., 22-23.49
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the uncommon works of God… When church is so complicated, its function is taken out of 
the hands of the common Christian and placed in the hands of a few talented 
professionals.  This results in a passive church whose members come and act more like 
spectators than empowered agents of God’s Kingdom.  50

2. We build large, complicated ministries to amplify the voice of a few, rather than focusing on 
relationships with a few unto multiplying the voices of many.  Conversely, the early church 
modeled a simple, relationally-based discipleship method that empowered and equipped 
believers to walk out their calling. 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  2 preach the word; be ready 
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching… 5 Always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (ESV 2 Timothy 4:1-5) 

3. Corporate-based churches are so heavily burdened and overly entangled by paid clergy 
and corporate holdings that it is generally unable to effectively engage in its mission and 
purpose as a witness.  51

Vincent Donovan quote…  52

4. The driving desire of Jesus and the apostles was to produce disciples that would persevere 
unto the Day of the Lord.  They did this effectively by keeping discipleship small, simple and 
decentralized.  Simple corporate infrastructure also allows for ease of obeying the voice of 
the Holy Spirit.  As Jackie Pullinger once said, “In one week we are able to completely 
dissolve the entire ministry if the Lord tells us to.” 

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of 
Asia.  7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the 
Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.  8 So they passed by Mysia and went down 
to Troas.  9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and 
begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  10 After Paul had seen the 
vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them. (NIV Acts 16:6-10) 

5. “Simple” does not mean “easy”.  Keeping relationships right involves much work and 
sacrifice.  Simplifying the corporate infrastructure, however, allows us to focus on 

 Ibid., 26-27.50

 “The congregational church can be defined as ‘plot plus building plus priest plus salary plus programmes’. The house 51

church is ‘people plus ordinary houses plus faith plus shared life’, which is undeniably cheaper.  As congregational churches cost 
enormous sums of money to establish, and more money to maintain and to propagate, the cells and house churches literally make 
money, because they produce more than they consume.  In an age when there seems to be an endless cry for more money for ‘the 
work of church’, we should not overlook alternatives but be good stewards of the financial talents that God gives us.” (Simson, Houses 
that Change the World, 36-37.) 

“The organic or simple church, more than any other, is best prepared to saturate a region because it is informal, relational, and 
mobile.  Because it is not financially encumbered with overhead costs and is easily planted in a variety of settings, it also reproduces 
faster and spreads further.  Organic church can be a decentralized approach to a region, nation or people group and is not heavily 
dependent upon trained clergy.” (Cole, Organic Church, 27.)

 Vincent J. Donovan, Christianity Rediscovered, 25th Anv. Ed. (Orbis Books, 2003), 12-13.52
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maintaining relationships, vertically and horizontally.  If the corporate holding becomes 
more valuable than the lives of the individuals within the Body, it must be crucified. 

IV. ADVANTAGES OF THE HOUSE CHURCH FORM 

A. Worship 

1. Worship is the most basic element of faithful sojourning, and a safe and intimate 
environment is the most effective context for wholehearted worship. 

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity… 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God. (NIV Colossians 3:12-16) 

2. Home-based fellowships provide a superior environment for encouragement of faith.  In our 
mutual life struggles, we encourage and spur one another on toward the Day of the Lord. 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful… 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
(NIV Hebrews 10:23-25) 

3. Worship in the context of ordinary life encourages genuineness and spurs on zeal for God 
to consume the totality of our lives.  When the life of the church is delineated between 
private and public, pride and the worship of man instead of God more easily takes over.  
House churches foster humility and meekness, since they tend not to make much of 
themselves. 

Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and 
the tassels on their garments long;  6 they love the place of honor at banquets and 
the most important seats in the synagogues;  7 they love to be greeted in the 
marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'  8 But you are not to be called 
'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all brothers.  9 And do not call 
anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.  10 Nor are 
you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ.  11 The greatest 
among you will be your servant. (NIV Matthew 23:5-11) 

B. Discipleship 

1. Discipleship and mentoring is most effectively achieved in the context of house church.  An 
intimate environment inherently calls for high accountability.  There is less room to hide 
from others.  Mentoring can only happen when people can actually see your life. 

We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us…  
10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were 
among you who believed.  11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a 
father deals with his own children,  12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to 
live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.  
(NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:8-12) 
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You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, 
patience, love, endurance,  11 persecutions, sufferings… (NIV 2 Timothy 3:10-11) 

You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into 
the province of Asia… 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that 
would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.  
(NIV Acts 20:18-20) 

2. House church is also far more conducive to relational priority.  Loving relationships are the 
only way effective discipleship and mentoring can take place.  Discipleship is inherently the 
enforcing of discipline, which destroys people and creates legalistic zealots when done 
outside the context of love.  Discipline is absolutely necessary, but when motivated outside 
of love, it is less than nothing. 

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees… 4 tie up heavy loads and put them on 
men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.   
5 Everything they do is done for men to see… 15 Woe to you, teachers of the law 
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single 
convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as 
you are. (NIV Matthew 23:2-15) 

I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save 
some… 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the 
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  25 Everyone who competes in the 
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we 
do it to get a crown that will last forever.  26 Therefore I do not run like a man 
running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  27 No, I beat my body 
and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize. (NIV 1 Corinthians 9:22-27) 

3. Home-based movements are much more resilient to persecution.  They harness the power 
of persecution’s decentralizing forces unto training new believers in the proclamation 
gospel—a baptism by fire, so to say. 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria… 3 But Saul 
began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and 
women and put them in prison.  4 Those who had been scattered preached the 
word wherever they went. (NIV Acts 8:1-4) 

But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you 
know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst 
of much conflict. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:2) 

C. Evangelism 

1. Home-based fellowships are far more effective at communicating the gospel to unbelievers, 
since communication is generally more effective in smaller numbers.  Moreover, there is a 
context for emulation and authentication of the truth. 
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On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the 
people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until 
midnight.  8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 
(NIV Acts 20:7-8) 

2. The house church model was assumed to the mechanism for evangelism in the early 
church.  This is why there is almost no emphasis on “evangelism” as we know it today, a 
specialized method in the hands of a specialized few. 

Arthur Darby Nock says that in the history of the early church ‘there was little, if any, direct 
preaching to the public masses; it was simply too dangerous.’ The church not only had a 
message, it was the message.  Because the church in itself was ‘good news’, there was 
no need for proclamation-style evangelism or going door to door. Only when the church 
as a structure became ‘bad news’, an ill-matching structure for an explosive message, did 
the need for special ‘good news’ enterprises emerge.  53

3. Home-based fellowships empower the “priesthood of all believers.”  Every believer is able 
to actively engage in ministry.  Evangelism can happen in the places where unbelievers 
are, rather than being forced into an unfamiliar centralized hub. 

4. The history of missions and evangelism is a history of house church movements.  As a 
general rule, all effective missions movements into unreached areas begin as home-based 
movements.  Only later do they incorporate and create public holdings. 

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So after they had 
fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. (NIV Acts 
13:2-3) 

5. In persecuted areas, house churches are the only option.  The primary reason Western 
missionaries cannot enter persecuted areas in the 10/40 Window is because of their 
unwillingness to change their corporate form. 

It will not be an army of elephants that marches into nations like Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, 
and Iran with the gospel, trampling down the strongholds. Sometimes it seems as if a lot of 
mission effort consists of "elephant" plans—huge and grandiose strategies for overwhelming 
the devil’s strongholds and making him surrender his captives.  But it is easy for border 
guards to detect an elephant entering the country! … Instead of an army of elephants, we 
believe God wants to send an army of insects and crawling creatures to cause the collapse of 
the house of Buddha, the house of Hinduism, and the house of Mohammed… This is how the 
Chinese Christians will operate during the Back to Jerusalem mission. We will not make much 
noise, but will secretively and quietly do the Lord’s work underground. We will be quite difficult 
to detect. You may not hear many victorious reports of church growth coming back from the 
Middle East or Southeast Asia, but be assured that our ants, worms, and termites are already 
there, quietly working away, slowly loosening the foundations of Islam, Buddhism, and 
Hinduism. You will not see any great or small church buildings resulting from our efforts 
because we are determined to do what the Lord has led us to do in China these past fifty 
years and establish spiritual fellowships of believers who meet in their homes. We won’t build 

 Simson, Houses that Change the World, 43.53
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a single church building anywhere, but the Lord will be building up his church of living stones, 
with Jesus as the cornerstone.  54

D. Prayer – House churches foster holistic engagement in prayer.  Rather than a few trained 
clergy at the front of the building leading prayer and worship, the whole room more easily 
connects and engages in prayer at the heart level.  In this way the grace of God is released on 
the whole body, and all are empowered to walk in love. 

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 
the chief priests and elders had said to them.  24 When they heard this, they raised 
their voices together in prayer to God. (NIV Acts 4:23-24) 

So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the 
church… 12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John 
whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 
(NIV Acts 12:12) 

E. Fasted Lifestyle – When we live our lives together in an intimate environment, we are spurred 
on by one another to walk according to the Holy Spirit and zealously deny the flesh.  This was 
the key of the early monastic movements. 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.   
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 
(NIV Hebrews 10:23-24) 

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints.  2 For I know 
your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling 
them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has 
stirred most of them to action. (NIV 2 Corinthians 9:1-2) 

F. Trials and Tribulations – Shepherding the flock in the midst of trials and tribulations is much 
more effective in the context of home-based fellowship.  Helping one another through difficulty 
happens organically.  When crisis hits, we are actually around, and there is no need for an 
artificial “pastoral care” ministry. 

Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch,  22 strengthening the disciples and 
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to 
enter the kingdom of God," they said. (NIV Acts 14:21-22) 

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout 
the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  10 And the God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will 
himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. (NIV 1 Peter 5:9-10) 

We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God's fellow worker in spreading the gospel 
of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith,  3 so that no one would be 
unsettled by these trials. You know quite well that we were destined for them.  4 In fact, 
when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned 
out that way, as you well know. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 3:2-4) 

 Paul Hattaway, Back to Jerusalem: Three Chinese House Church Leaders Share Their Vision to Complete the Great 54

Commission (Waynesboro: Gabriel Resources, 2003), 90-91.
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G. Powers of the Age to Come – When signs and wonders are performed in the context of our 
ordinary lives, our faith in the power of God to sustain our sojourning is multiplied.  Though 
signs and wonders are powerful in large venues among those we do not know, they are much 
more effective and deeply impacting in more intimate contexts. 

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  32 All the believers were 
one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but 
they shared everything they had.  33 With great power the apostles continued to testify 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. (NIV Acts 
4:31-33) 

H. Five-fold Ministry – Leadership within the Body is much more effective raised up and released 
in the context of home-based fellowships.  Various leadership functions are easy to develop 
without the restrictions of expensive and time-consuming schools for religious specialists. 

You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  2 And the things you 
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will 
also be qualified to teach others. (NIV 2 Timothy 2:1-2) 

He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers,  12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to 
the building up of the body of Christ… 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, 
tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  15 but speaking the truth in love, 
we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  16 from whom 
the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according 
to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love. (NASB Ephesians 4:11-16) 

V. ESCHATOLOGICAL NECESSITY OF HOUSE CHURCH 

A. In the coming days, a house church form will be the only form available to believers.  When the 
Antichrist establishes his global dominance, the church will loose its corporate holdings and be 
forced to meet underground.  There is no way around this blunt truth. 

B. Those countries that have been privileged to endure persecution (cf. Jam. 1:2; Mt. 5:10; Acts 
5:41; 2 Cor. 12:9; Col. 1:24; Heb. 10:34; 1 Pe. 4:13; etc.) will be prepared for the end of the 
this age.  Believers in countries where the church has befriended wicked rulers will find it a 
difficult transition. 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  3 because 
you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  4 Perseverance must 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything…  
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, 
he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.  
(NIV James 1:2-12) 

C. Just as in all historical persecutions, corporate holdings will be the primary cause of apostasy.  
As Hitler lured the Lutheran Church into apostasy, so will the Antichrist lure in the earthly 
minded modern church with his great wealth and power (cf. Rev. 17; 13:16f).  Then he will turn 
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and destroy the church (cf. Dan. 7:21; Rev. 13:7), which God will use to purify and cleanse the 
church of its temporal aspirations (cf. Dan. 11:35; Rev. 19:7). 

D. In preparation for the end of the age, the reformation of the church demands a complete 
change of heart (orthokardia), theology (orthodoxy), and praxis (orthopraxis).  However, if there 
is only a change of heart and theology without a change in form, our hearts will eventually 
follow where our feet lead.  The church must return to its original design in order to function 
healthily. 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal.  20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.   
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also… 24 No one can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. (NIV Matthew 6:19-24) 

• There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions… 9 I 
tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, 
you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  10 Whoever can be trusted with very 
little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much.  11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 
worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? … 13 No servant can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. (NIV Luke 16:1-13) 

• Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  18 Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  19 In this way they will 
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they 
may take hold of the life that is truly life. (NIV 1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
"Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" … 21 Jesus looked at 
him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."  22 At 
this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  23 Jesus 
looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!" (NIV Mark 10:17-23) 

• Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.  14 Again, it will 
be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property 
to them… 21 His master replied, "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master's happiness!" … 26 His master replied, "You wicked, lazy servant! …  
28 Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  29 For 
everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does 
not have, even what he has will be taken from him." (NIV Matthew 25:13-29) 
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Class 10: The Apostolic Multiplication of the Church 

I. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. In light of the promised Kingdom and resurrection, the Church is called to worship, discipleship 
and evangelism.  These functions of the Church are all in direct relation to the coming 
Kingdom.  We worship the Sovereign One who will judge the living and the dead; we walk in 
righteousness in preparation for the righteousness that will soon be established on the earth; 
and we appeal to all creation to flee from the wrath to come. 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  11 Since, 
then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men… 14 For Christ's love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.   
15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for 
him who died for them and was raised again… 18 All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation… 20 We are 
therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. (NIV 2 Corinthians 5:10-20) 

B. God has given the Assembly the gift of a deposit of his Spirit as a Helper to aid in our 
perseverance and testimony of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is the grace of God given to believers to 
sustain and empower them in their sojourning during their time of exile.  Given in response to 
prayer, gifts of the Spirit are administrated through the five-fold ministry for the edification of 
the Body. 

… in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others.  6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it 
is teaching, let him teach;  8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing 
to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. (NIV Romans 12:5-8) 

C. All of the functions and elements of the church are best accomplished through a home-based 
form.  The corporate-based model is not only ineffective (because of the excessive financial 
and temporal burdens), but it is also illogical (in light of the imminent destruction of the Day of 
the Lord and the preceding antichrist regime). 

But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  32 Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  33 Sell 
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not 
wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near 
and no moth destroys.  34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   
35 Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning,  36 like men waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks 
they can immediately open the door for him. (NIV Luke 12:31-36) 
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What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives 
should live as if they had none;  30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are 
happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep;  
31 those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in 
its present form is passing away. (NIV 1 Corinthians 7:29-31) 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those 
who love the world;  16 for all that is in the world-- the desire of the flesh, the desire of 
the eyes, the pride in riches (Gk. bios, “possessions” ESV/NLT)-- comes not from the 
Father but from the world.  17 And the world and its desire are passing away, but those 
who do the will of God live forever.  18 Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard 
that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come… 24 Let what you heard 
from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, 
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.  25 And this is what he has promised 
us, eternal life… 28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is revealed 
we may have confidence and not be put to shame before him at his coming.  
(NRSV 1 John 2:15-28) 

• <979> bi,oj bios {bee'-os}  

Meaning:  1) life 1a) life extensively 1a1) the period or course of life 1b) that by which life 
is sustained, resources, wealth, goods 

Origin:  a primary word; TDNT - 2:832,290; n m 

Usage:  AV - life 5, living 5, good 1; 11 

1. Church planter and missiologist David Garrison keenly summarizes 10 advantages of 
home-based fellowships: 

a) Leadership responsibilities remain small and manageable. 

b) If heresies do occur they are confined by the small size of the house church. Like a leak 
that appears in the hull of a great ship, the heresy can be sealed off in a single 
compartment without endangering the whole. 

c) You can’t hide in a small group, so accountability is amplified. 

d) Member care is easier, because everyone knows everyone. 

e) Because house church structure is simple, it is easier to reproduce. 

f) Small groups tend to be much more efficient at evangelism and assimilation of new 
believers. 

g) Meeting in homes positions the church closer to the lost. 

h) House churches blend into the community rendering them less visible to persecutors. 

i) Basing in the home keeps the church’s attention on daily life issues. 
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j) The very nature of multiplying house churches promotes the rapid development of new 
church leaders.  55

2. Corporate holdings are not inherently evil but must be maturely and shrewdly managed (cf. 
Lk. 16:8ff; 1 Tim. 6:17ff) in the equipping of the Body of Christ.  If a corporate holding 
begins to disempower the ministry of the common believer, it must be crucified.  Wealth 
and assets must be used to bless people, rather than people being used to build wealth 
and assets. 

After one week of fasting and prayer, I suddenly heard the Holy Spirit tell me these words, “Oil 
Station”. When the Lord returns his followers must have oil burning in their lamps… Until that 
time our church had experienced God’s great power in our midst, and had seen miracles and 
many people come to the Lord. But this was the first time we ever seriously implemented a 
training programme to send new workers into the harvest field.  We called the Oil Station the 
“Prophet Samuel Training Centre”. During the [two-month] school, each student was required 
to read through the entire New Testament and memorize a chapter a day. One month after 
the start of class most of the students could quote the whole Gospel of Matthew by memory. 
We all lived and ate together in the cave… Every morning we awoke at 4:30 a.m. and 
washed. At five o’clock we worshipped the Lord. We then prayed for all our co-workers in the 
field for the next few hours. At eight o’clock the first class of the day commenced. Every day 
we ate only two meals, at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. We took turns at cooking and doing other 
chores. In the evening we all had homework to do… These young workers, filled with God’s 
oil, were welcomed and appreciated all over China. They became gospel warriors. On 16 
January [1994] our church elders laid hands on the young workers and sent them out into the 
field. They scattered from our home base to all parts of China.  56

II. THE CHURCH AS AN "ORGANIC FAMILY" 

A. No metaphor is more commonly used concerning the church than that of a “body” (cf. Rom. 
12:5; 1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 4:17; 5:23; Col. 1:24).  A body by definition is living organism.   57

The use of the body metaphor is used intentionally to emphasize the quality of life, in and 
between believers.  The healthy functioning of the body is the highest goal of the apostolic 
church. 

1. Like all organisms in creation, the church is called to be fruitful and multiply (cf. Gen. 1:22, 
26; Is. 45:18; Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15; Lk. 24:47; Acts 1:8).  The church was always intended 
to be a living body, designed by God to be healthy and fruitful. 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. (NIV Matthew 28:18-20) 

2. As the human body is designed for intimacy unto fruitfulness, so also is the Body of Christ 
designed for intimacy with God (cf. Jn. 15:4ff; Col. 1:23; 1 Jn. 2:24ff; Jude 1:20) unto 
fruitfulness in converts, those born of God and discipled in light of the Day of the Lord (cf. 
Jn. 1:13; 1 Pe. 1:3; Jam. 1:18; 1 Jn. 3:9; 5:1). 

 David Garrison, Church Planting Movements: How God is Redeeming a Lost World (WIGTake Resources, 2003), 192-3.55

 Brother Yun and Paul Hattaway, The Heavenly Man: The Remarkable True Story of Chinese Christian Brother Yun 56

(Monarch Books, 2002), 219-222.

 “1) The entire structure of an organism (an animal, plant, or human being)…” [HyperDictionary.com, “Body,” in WordNet® 57

3.0 (Princeton University, 2006); available from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=body.]
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I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not remain in 
me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked 
up, thrown into the fire and burned. (NIV John 15:5-6) 

But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation--  23 if you continue 
in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. 
(NIV Colossians 1:22-23) 

But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy 
Spirit; 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. (ESV Jude 1:20-21) 

3. The church ought to naturally reproduce as it walks in holiness and righteousness amongst 
unbelievers.  Focusing on the quality of life in light of the Day of the Lord, it ought to be 
obvious to everyone that Christians are not living for this age.  There should be no need for 
spiritual “artificial insemination,” unnatural evangelistic programs within the Body.  

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that 
wage war against the soul.  12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, 
so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds 
and glorify God when he comes to judge. (NRSV 1 Peter 2:11-12) 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,  16 keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior 
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. (NIV 1 Peter 3:15-16) 

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.   
6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone. (NIV Colossians 4:5-6) 

4. As there is no explicit “fruitfulness strategy” within a marriage, so also is there no explicit 
“church planting strategy” laid out in the New Testament, because fruitfulness is the 
assumed product of intimacy.  The reason we come up with such strategies in the modern 
church is because we have been intimate with “other lovers” (e.g. money and power), 
which has created illegitimate children—money-makers and power-brokers who are neither 
citizens of heaven nor heirs of the kingdom. 

B. The Scriptures also emphasize the church as a spiritual “family” (cf. Mt. 12:50; 25:40; Eph. 
2:19; Gal. 6:10; Heb. 3:6; etc.).  Like the body metaphor, the goal of a family is quality of life.  A 
family ultimately strives toward health and maturity.  Likewise, this is the goal of the five-fold 
ministry: to father mature spiritual families that reproduce and create healthy spiritual families 
of their own. 

• <3609> oivkei/oj oikeios {oy-ki'-os}  

Meaning:  1) belonging to a house or family, domestic, intimate 1a) belonging to one's 
household, related by blood, kindred 1b) belonging to the household of God 1c) 
belonging, devoted to, adherents of a thing  
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Origin:  from 3624 [Gk. oikos, “house”]; TDNT - 5:134,674; adj 

Usage:  AV - of the household 2, of (one's) own house 1; 3 [Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:19; 1 Tim. 
5:8] 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family (Gk. oikeios) of believers. (NIV Galatians 6:10) 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household (Gk. oikeios) of God,  20 built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets… (ESV Ephesians 2:19-20) 

But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house (Gk. oikos), if we 
hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. (NIV Hebrews 3:6) 

1. As in any righteous family, the goal of leadership within the home is not unto the 
glorification and exaltation of the maturity of the parents; rather it is the goal of the parents 
to love, train and empower the children within the home, creating an environment and 
atmosphere of love and common household health.  58

Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not be a burden to you, 
because what I want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not 
have to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.  15 So I will very 
gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well. (NIV 2 Corinthians 
12:14-15) 

2. Apostolic ministers are the “chief fathers” within the Body of Christ, those who are entrusted 
with the gospel out of love for the Family, and equipped to establish others in the faith (cf. 1 
Cor. 4:15; 2 Cor. 12:14; Gal. 4:19; 1 Thess. 2:11; 1 Jn. 2:1; etc.). 

You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were 
among you who believed.  11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a 
father deals with his own children,  12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to 
live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.  
(NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12) 

3. The role of the apostolic ministry within the Body of Christ is that of a “fatherly mastermind,” 
gifted by God to establish a solid foundation for a house within which spiritual families can 
grow and flourish. 

For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  10 By the 
grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else 
is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.  11 For no one can 
lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  
(NIV 1 Corinthians 3:9-11) 

 These are basic governmental principles.  Those in leadership ought to serve, functioning for the well-being of the whole.  58

Those who lead for their own well-being create an atmosphere of tyranny, even when governance of the whole is unto a good cause.  
The love and ability of leadership must be proven, or those who are governed will grow disillusioned and bitter (cf. 1 Pe. 5:1-5; Heb. 
13:17—Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21—Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1; Jam. 5:4).
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4. The church can only grow when it is healthy in heart, thought and lifestyle, and the 
leadership of the five-fold ministry is primarily responsible for the creation of a healthy 
environment.  When young believers are rightly nurtured, trained and equipped, the church 
is able to effectively reproduce and multiply. 

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you 
came to believe-- as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  6 I planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  7 So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. (NIV 1 Corinthians 3:5-7) 

C. The five-fold ministry extends only as far as real familial bonds can extend.  Authority must 
only function within the bounds of love.  Those who try to enforce rules and discipline upon 
those they have no loving relationship with violate their authority. 

I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children.  15 Even 
though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for 
in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to 
imitate me. (NIV 1 Corinthians 4:14-16) 

1. No healthy family organizes itself to become a global cartel, centrally organized in an 
endless pyramid.  Families that are run like a business produce driven and effective 
children, but they are not mature and loving human beings.  Likewise, when leaders 
become “globally minded,” they are often effective in impact but the quality of fruit in their 
disciples leaves something to be desired.  59

For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for 
building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed… 13 But we will 
not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of influence God 
assigned to us, to reach even to you.  14 For we are not overextending ourselves, as 
though we did not reach you. We were the first to come all the way to you with the 
gospel of Christ.  15 We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others.  
(ESV 2 Corinthians 10:8-15) 

2. The five-fold ministry must function in a loving relational network, defined by depth of 
relationship.  Moreover, the five-fold ministry must function in mutual submission unto 
mutual edification under a common Head.  The assumption of ultimate leadership of the 
Church by any one of the five-fold ministries is death to the healthy functioning of the Body. 

There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you 
were called--  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who 
is over all and through all and in all.  7 But to each one of us grace has been given 
as Christ apportioned it… 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to 

 “We must know and love a people before we can disciple them… At home or abroad every discipler needs to ask: ‘For 59

whom am I responsible?’ If a missionary fails to do this, the geographic and ethnic limits of his ministry remain blurred. He will jump 
from opportunity to opportunity. I asked one of these wandering gold prospectors in Central America what his area of responsibility was. 
‘Oh,’ he said, ‘I am winning the country for Christ.’ He goes from city to city preaching in prisons and army camps; he bombs villages 
with tracts from his Cessna. It’s fun and folks back home eagerly finance it. But he will never plant a reproductive church until he learns 
to hold the people of a community in his heart.” [George Patterson, “The Spontaneous Multiplication of Churches,” in Perspectives on 
the World Christian Movement: A Reader, 3rd. ed., Ralph D. Winter and Steven C. Hawthorne, eds., (Pasadena: William Carey Library, 
1999), 596.]
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prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up  13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
(NIV Ephesians 4:4-13) 

III. THE APOSTOLIC MULTIPLICATION OF HOUSE CHURCHES 

A. The most striking aspect of the New Testament church is its dramatic growth (Acts 2:41, 47; 
4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 8:12; 9:31-42; etc.).  British missionary Roland Allen spoke of this as the 
“spontaneous expansion of the church.”   Because of the reality of the good news of the 60

kingdom and resurrection, confirmed by the recent resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the speed 
with which the word of the Lord spread was staggering.  61

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.  
(ESV Acts 6:7) 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being 
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied. (ESV Acts 9:31) 

The word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (NASB Acts 12:24) 

This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the 
Lord, both Jews and Greeks. (ESV Acts 19:10) 

B. The healthy reproduction of spiritual families in home-based fellowships was the primary 
mechanism by which this “spontaneous expansion” happened.  However, this reproduction 
was limited and localized to the peoples and places where the seed of the word had been 
planted.  To reach across cultural and geographic lines, God raised up and sent out “apostolic 
bands.” 

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers… 2 While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called them."  3 So after they had fasted and prayed, 
they placed their hands on them and sent them off. (NIV Acts 13:1-3) 

From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace 
of God for the work they had now completed.  27 On arriving there, they gathered the 
church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.  28 And they stayed there a long time with the 
disciples. (NIV Acts 14:26-28) 

 See Roland Allen, The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church: And the Causes That Hinder It (World Dominion Press, 60

1927).

 “In little more than ten years St Paul established the Church in four provinces of the Empire, Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia, 61

and Asia. Before AD 47 there were no churches in these provinces; in AD 57 St Paul could speak as if his work there was done, and 
could plan extensive tours into the far west without anxiety lest the churches which he had founded might perish in his absence for want 
of his guidance and support.” [Rolland Allen, Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours? (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Press, 1962), 3.]
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1. When these teams went out it is assumed that they planted the same type of house 
churches that were exemplified in Jerusalem.  There is no reason to believe that the 
churches in Acts 8-28 functioned any differently than those of Acts 1-7. 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria… 3 Saul began 
to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women 
and put them in prison.  4 Those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went. (NIV Acts 8:1-4) 

You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into 
the province of Asia… 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that 
would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.  
(NIV Acts 20:18-20) 

For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in 
Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those 
churches suffered from the Jews,  15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:14-15) 

2. When the apostolic teams planted new churches, it was assumed that those churches 
would likewise mature and begin reproducing.  In this way the reproduction of house 
churches locally could be seen as “growth by addition”, while the sending out of apostolic 
bands to establish house churches in new areas could be seen as “growth by 
multiplication.”   The spontaneous expansion of the church requires both.  62 63

 

 Missiologists refer to this distinction using the “P-scale” and “E-scale”…62

 Diagram taken from Patterson, “The Spontaneous Multiplication of Churches,” 604.63
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3. Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, the multiplication of the church ought to be a natural 
function within the Body of Christ.  As there was no specialized “evangelism program” 
within the early church for localized growth, so was there no specialized “missions 
program” for cross-cultural and cross-geographic work.  64

Since the church was the mission, it did not send out special ‘missionaries’ as such: it 
literally sent out itself, in the form of multipliable units, embryonic units of two and three 
from the local church, which carried within themselves the vision and virus of church, 
ready to infect whatever they touched.  65

C. Thus, the essential mechanism of the spontaneous multiplication of the church is “familial 
maturation.”  Planting and raising new 
spiritual families is analogous to starting 
and raising human families.  This can 
generally be seen in four phases:  66

1. Infancy – Absolute Dependence 

2. Childhood – Heavy Guidance 

3. Adolescence – Intentional 
Empowerment 

4. Adulthood – Mutual Cooperation 

But I, brothers, could not address 
you as spiritual people, but as 
people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ.  2 I fed you with milk, not 
solid food, for you were not ready 
for it. And even now you are not 
yet ready,  3 for you are still of the 

 This may seem unrealistic, but as Allen keenly articulates, “I know not how it may appear to others, but to me this 64

unexhorted, unorganized, spontaneous expansion has a charm far beyond that of our modern highly organized missions. I delight to 
think that a Christian traveling on his business, or fleeing from persecution, could preach Christ, and a church spring up as the result of 
his preaching, without his work being advertised through the streets of Antioch or Alexandria as the heading of an appeal to Christian 
men to subscribe funds to establish a school, or as the text of an exhortation to the church of his native city to send a mission, without 
which new converts deprived of guidance must inevitably lapse. I suspect, however, that I am not alone in this strange preference, and 
that many others read their Bibles and find there with relief a welcome escape from our material appeals for funds, and from our 
methods of moving heaven and earth to make a proselyte. But men say that such relief can only be for dreamers, that the age of that 
simple expansion has gone by, that we must live in our own age, and that in our age such spontaneous expansion is not to be 
expected; that an elaborate and highly organized society must employ elaborate and highly organized methods, and that it is vain now 
to sigh for a simplicity which while it existed had many faults and infirmities, and, however attractive, can never be ours. I must, of 
course, admit that, if that saying is true, if it is really better that paid missionaries should be sent out by an elaborately organized office, 
and be supported by a department, and directed by a headquarters staff, if it is really true that our elaborate machinery is a great 
improvement on ancient practice, and that to carry the knowledge of Christ throughout the world it is in fact far more efficient than the 
simpler methods of the apostolic age, then indeed I must acknowledge that to sigh after an inefficient simplicity is vain, and worse than 
vain. But if we, toiling under the burden of our organizations, sigh for that spontaneous freedom of expanding life, it is because we see 
in it something divine, something in its very nature profoundly efficient, something which we would gladly recover, something which the 
elaboration of our modern machinery obscures and deadens and kills.” (Allen, Spontaneous Expansion of the Church, 8.)

 Wolfgang Simson, Houses that Change the World (Waynesboro: Authentic, 2001), 45.65

 This slightly altered list and the following diagram are from Ralph D. Winter, “Four Men, Three Eras, Two Transitions: 66

Modern Missions,” in Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A Reader, 3rd. ed., Ralph D. Winter and Steven C. Hawthorne, 
eds., (Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999), 256.
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flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? (ESV 1 Corinthians 3:1-3) 

• Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things.  3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. (NIV Colossians 3:1-6) 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food,   
13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since 
he is a child.  14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.   
6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, 
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward 
God,  2 and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection 
of the dead, and eternal judgment.  3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is 
impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened… 
(ESV Hebrews 5:12-6:3) 

D. This maturation goal was reached by a simple model of discipleship.  New believers were 
established in their faith in Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit, incorporated into the life 
of the community, and lovingly discipled in light of the age to come. 

Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age." (NIV Matthew 28:18-20) 

1. It is the growth of the Church in simple, loving obedience to Jesus under the power of the 
Holy Spirit—as summed up in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5-7; Lk. 6) and exemplified in 
the post-Pentecost Church (Acts 2:37-47)—that is the only formula for the consistent 
growth and multiplication.  67

a) Repent and believe (Acts 2:36-38; Mt. 5:3-10) 

b) Be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38, 41; Mt. 28:18-20) 

c) Celebrate communion, worship and pray (Acts 2:42, 46; Lk. 22:17-20) 

d) Love God and others through service (Acts 2:45; Mt. 7:24-27; 22:37-40) 

e) Pray, fast and give (Acts 2:42-44; Mt. 6:1-18) 

f) Baptize and disciple others (Acts 2:47; Mt. 5:13-20; 28:18-20) 

 This list is slightly altered from Patterson, “The Spontaneous Multiplication of Churches,” 601.67
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Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  38 And Peter said to them, 
"Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…"  41 So 
those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls.  42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers… 44 And all 
who believed were together and had all things in common.  45 And they were 
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need.  46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,   
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. (ESV Acts 2:37-47) 

2. Overly complex models of discipleship based on a convoluted gospel create passive and 
confused believers that eventually give up in their attempts to be an effective witness of 
Christ. 

E. The maturation of new spiritual families happened in conjunction with the development of 
leadership, which was raised up in a participatory manner.  The five-fold ministry personally 
invested in and raised up other leaders in the midst of ministry and church planting.  Thus, new 
leaders were not separated from their communities and relationships for training as is common 
today. 

Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch,  22 strengthening the disciples and 
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to 
enter the kingdom of God," they said.  23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them 
in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom 
they had put their trust. (NIV Acts 14:21-23) 

To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Savior.  5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten 
out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you.  6 An 
elder must be blameless… 7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must 
be blameless… (NIV Titus 1:4-7) 

1. In this “on-the-field training”, leadership was trained in context to personal mentoring in a 
way of life that modeled the righteousness of the coming age (cf. 1 Cor. 4:16; 1 Cor. 11:1; 
Phil. 3:17; 1 Thess. 1:6; 2 Thess. 3:9; 2 Tim. 3:10; Heb. 6:12; 13:7; 1 Pe. 5:3). 

For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For 
I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  16 I urge you, then, be 
imitators of me.  17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in 
the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every 
church. (ESV 1 Corinthians 4:15-17) 

I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that 
of many, that they may be saved.  11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.  2 Now I 
commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions 
even as I delivered them to you. (ESV 1 Corinthians 10:33-11:2) 
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2. Not only was leadership trained in a lifestyle, but it was also trained on-the-field in solid 
doctrine and teaching (cf. Acts 18:24-28; 2 Tim. 1:13; 2:2; 3:14; Tit. 1:9). 

I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is 
able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.  13 Follow the pattern of 
the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus.  14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit 
entrusted to you. (ESV 2 Timothy 1:12-14) 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,  2 and 
what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also. (ESV 2 Timothy 2:1-2) 

3. The extraction of leaders for specialized training is catastrophic to the health of the church.  
Likewise, the creation of a professionalized paid staff inherently stagnates a movement.  A 
lay-based movement, though highly offensive to modern ecclesiastical structures on many 
levels, is the only effective means to the apostolic multiplication of the church.  68

4. The use of tithes to support leaders within the church must be done locally and reasonably, 
in light of the ability of the church and the fear of the Day of the Lord.  A local house church 
ought to easily be able to take care of the poor and needy in its midst, support a few elders, 
and consistently send out apostolic teams. 

a) Poor and Needy 

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had… 34 There were 
no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  35 and put it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. (NIV Acts 4:32-35) 

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews 
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were 
being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.  2 So the Twelve gathered all 
the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the 
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables." (NIV Acts 6:1-2) 

Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need… 9 No widow 
may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to 
her husband,  10 and is well known for her good deeds… 16 If any woman who is 

 “The spontaneous expansion of the church hinges on unpaid disciples being empowered and equipped to multiply 68

themselves under the leadership of the Holy Spirit from the beginning of their conversion. As a movement grows, new leaders for the 
next wave of church multiplication constantly need to be identified, equipped, and empowered. It is a telling truth that the empowerment 
of unpaid, nonprofessional lay leaders is a vital factor in every known church planting movement today. If you want a movement to 
flourish, empower local lay leaders. If you want to castrate a movement, extract and professionalize its leaders. In the Western world 
today, we tend to define qualifications for church leadership primarily in terms of education and degrees, and therefore usually appoint 
leaders who have met certain educational requirements. Paul, in contrast, defined leadership qualifications primarily in terms of 
character (1 Tim. 3, Tit. 1), and viewed prayer and fasting (Ac. 14:23) as the context within which the Holy Spirit himself (Ac. 20:28) 
highlights the leaders whom he is raising up. Paul also saw the competency of the Spirit’s leadership, not more degrees and 
conferences, as the primary key to the continued growth and strengthening of local leaders (Ac. 14:23). Furthermore, by appointing 
multiple leaders in the churches he planted, he instilled a measure of accountability and checks-and-balances in leadership.” [Timothy 
Miller, Poised for Harvest, Braced for Backlash (Xulon Press, 2009), 250; see also the discussion in Garrison, Church Planting 
Movements, 192-3.]
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a believer has widows in her family, she should help them and not let the church 
be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are 
really in need. (NIV 1 Timothy 5:3-16) 

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted 
by the world.  2:1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 
don't show favoritism.  2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a 
gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in… 
(NIV James 1:27-2:1) 

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches.  2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  3 For I testify that they gave 
as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  
4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 
saints… 13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard 
pressed, but that there might be equality.  14 At the present time your plenty will 
supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. 
Then there will be equality,  15 as it is written: "He who gathered much did not 
have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."  
(NIV 2 Corinthians 8:1-15) 

b) Leaders/Elders 

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in preaching and teaching.  18 For the Scripture says, "You shall 
not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain," and, "The laborer deserves his 
wages." (NIV 1 Timothy 5:17-18) 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's 
sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed:  2 Be 
shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers-- not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
greedy for money, but eager to serve;  3 not lording it over those entrusted to 
you, but being examples to the flock. (NIV 1 Peter 5:1-3) 

• But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you… 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you 
with stories they have made up. (NIV 2 Peter 2:1-3) 

• For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be 
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain… 10 For 
there are many who are insubordinate… 11 They must be silenced, since they 
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought 
not to teach. (ESV Titus 1:7-11) 

• On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the 
gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts.  5 You 
know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed-- God 
is our witness. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:4-9) 
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c) Apostolic Teams 

For it is written in the Law of Moses: "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading 
out the grain." Is it about oxen that God is concerned?  10 Surely he says this for 
us, doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman plows 
and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in the hope of sharing in the 
harvest.  11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a 
material harvest from you? … 13 Don't you know that those who work in the 
temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in 
what is offered on the altar?  14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that 
those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.  15 But I 
have not used any of these rights. (NIV 1 Corinthians 9:9-14) 

Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you by preaching the 
gospel of God to you free of charge?  8 I robbed other churches by receiving 
support from them so as to serve you.  9 And when I was with you and needed 
something, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from 
Macedonia supplied what I needed. I have kept myself from being a burden to 
you in any way, and will continue to do so. (NIV 2 Corinthians 11:7-9) 

Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.  15 Moreover, as you Philippians 
know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out 
from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving, except you only;  16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me 
aid again and again when I was in need.  17 Not that I am looking for a gift, but I 
am looking for what may be credited to your account.  18 I have received full 
payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, pleasing to God. (NIV Philippians 4:14-18) 

F. The primary failure of the missions movement historically has been its simple lack of ability to 
let go of control of indigenous churches and leaders.  Foreign missionaries become perpetually 
paternalistic, refusing to allow indigenous leadership to function in their God given abilities.  69

1. This refusal to father new churches is generally the result of: 1) lack of faith in the real 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, and/or 2) pride, greed and selfish ambition, which result in 
various forms of domination and paternalism. 

 Note Allen’s personal testimony: “Many years ago my experience in China taught me that if our object was to establish in 69

that country a church which might spread over the six provinces which then formed the diocese of North China, that object could only 
be attained if the first Christians who were converted by our labors understood clearly that they could by themselves, without any further 
assistance from us, not only convert their neighbors, but establish churches. That meant that the very first groups of converts must be 
so fully equipped with all spiritual authority that they could multiply themselves without any necessary reference to us: that, though, 
while we were there, they might regard us as helpful advisors, yet our removal should not at all mutilate the completeness of the 
church, or deprive it of anything necessary for its unlimited expansion. Only in such a way did it seem to me to be possible for churches 
to grow rapidly and securely over wide areas; for I saw that a single foreign bishop could not establish the church throughout the six 
provinces, over which he was nominally set, by founding mission stations governed by superintending missionaries, even if he had an 
unlimited supply of men and money at his command. The restraint of ordination to a few natives specially trained by us, and dependent 
for their own maintenance and the maintenance of their families upon salaries provided either by us or by the small native Christian 
community, and the absolute denial of any native episcopate at the beginning, seemed to me to render any wide expansion of the 
church impossible, and to suggest at the very beginning that there was something essentially foreign about the church which demanded 
the direction of a foreign governor.” (Allen, Spontaneous Expansion of the Church, 1.)
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2. For the church to grow by addition and multiplication, the five-fold ministry must walk in 
faith, trusting the Holy Spirit, and it must release control of the ministry to new believers.  As 
parents must “let go” of their children, so must missionaries let go of their churches, trusting 
that God will guide and lead them. 

3. As the health of children is largely dependent upon the provision of a “learning 
environment,” so also are new churches.  If new leaders do not feel that they are able to 
make mistakes, it shuts down their faith and ability to take risks under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit.  Children must be encouraged to learn from their mistakes.  

IV. THREE-FOLD REFORMATION UNTO A HEALTHY REPRODUCTIVE CHURCH 

“Every Christian is a church planter, every home is a church, and every church building is a 
training center.”  70

A. Orthokardia –  the Body must repent of its desires to consolidate glory, honor and wealth.  
With perseverance, it must walk in love, using its power and resources to serve relationships 
and equip the whole Body to walk faithfully in her calling. 

B. Orthodoxy – the Body must repent of its theologies that validate the consolidation of glory, 
honor and wealth.  With perseverance, it must teach and anchor its hope in the Day of the 
Lord, developing a culture of humility and common servitude. 

C. Orthopraxis – the Body must repent of its practices of consolidating glory, honor and wealth.  
It must stop building empires that are the extension of wicked motives and beliefs.  With 
perseverance, it must live together in righteousness, spurring one another on to love and good 
deeds, developing a culture where the locus of ministry is in the life of the most common and 
simple believer. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the Word; 
be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great 
patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  4 They will turn 
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But you, keep your head in 
all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties 
of your ministry… 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith.  8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day-- and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. (NIV 2 Timothy 4:1-8) 

 

Orthokardia (right 
heart)

Orthodoxy  (right 
theology)

Orthopraxis (right 
practice)

 Neil Cole, Organic Church: Growing Faith Where Life Happens (Jossey-Bass, 2005), xxvi-xxvii.70
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V. INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW 

A. In light of the age to come, the church is called to walk in the light and reflect the glory of God.  
And to this end, we pray unceasingly, asking God for mercy and grace to walk before him with 
perseverance as faithful witnesses, as Christ’s ambassadors. 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 The god of 
this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.   
6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.   
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us.  8 We are hard pressed on every side… 13 It is written: "I 
believed; therefore I have spoken." (cf. Ps. 116:10) With that same spirit of faith we also 
believe and therefore speak,  14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his 
presence.  15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  
(NIV 2 Corinthians 4:3-15) 

B. This sojourner calling is lived out in a house church context, which best facilitates a faithful 
witness and the growth of spiritual families.  Moreover, it encourages shrewdness toward 
power and wealth for the sake of loving the poor, honoring eldership, and sending out apostolic 
teams. 

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  33 With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much 
grace was upon them all.  34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time 
to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the 
sales  35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had 
need. (NIV Acts 4:32-35) 

C. All of this is in context to the gospel of the kingdom, which is inherently “Israelocentric”.  
Therefore, the ministry of the church in this age is also Israelocentric, “to the Jew first, then the 
Gentile” (cf. Rom. 1:16; 2:9f).  One’s missiological approach is mirrored by one’s 
understanding of the gospel, which has developed historically.   

1. Eschatology 

a) Covenantal “Replacement” Eschatology – according to the Platonic split in reality, 
Covenantalists assume the replacement of the Jewish plan of salvation (restoration of 
creation) with the Hellenistic plan of salvation (immaterial heavenly destiny).   

b) Dispensational “Dualistic” Eschatology – similarly, the Dispensationalists assume the 
addition of the Hellenistic plan of salvation at the First Coming, resulting in two plans of 
salvation and two distinct eschatologies, one heavenly and one earthly. 

c) Messianic “Redemptive” Eschatology – without the Platonic lens, the apostolic church 
held to a simple eschatology involving the restoration of creation.  God will heal 
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everything he created in the resurrection, and he will resolve the alienation of the 
nations in the kingdom, restoring the Jewish calling to be the “head of the nations” 
under the Messianic Head. 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief 
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will 
stream to it…  3 The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem.  4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many 
peoples. (NIV Isaiah 2:2-4) 

He carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me 
the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God… 12 It had a 
great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the 
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel… 24 The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it…  
26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. (NIV Revelation 
21:10-26) 

You have delivered me from the attacks of the people; you have made me the 
head of nations; people I did not know are subject to me… 49 Therefore I will 
praise you among the nations, O LORD; I will sing praises to your name. (cf. 
Rom. 15:9)  50 He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing kindness to 
his anointed, to David and his descendants forever. (NIV Psalm 18:43-50) 

2. Missiology 

a) Covenantal “Replacement” Missiology (Jew Or Gentile) – since the Jewish plan of 
salvation has been discarded or superseded, so also has the mandate in the offer of 
salvation been discarded.  As there is homogeneity in the heavenly destiny, so also is 
there homogeneity in the missiological preference between Jew and Gentile.   

b) Dispensational “Dualistic” Missiology (Jew And Gentile) – since there is the addition and 
equality of the Hellenistic plan of salvation, so also is there the equality in the 
missiological approach of the church.  The church divides its mission to saving Gentile 
souls for their immaterial heavenly destiny, while providing material support for Israel to 
take over the world.  

c) Messianic “Redemptive” Missiology (Jew Then Gentile) – as the “firstborn nation” (cf. 
Ex. 4:22; Jer. 31:9; Hos. 11:1), God is committed to the salvation and redemption of the 
descendants of Abraham.  The church thus seeks the redemption of Jew first, then the 
Gentile.  Moreover, as a firstfruits of the harmony and peace that the Messiah will 
establish between the nations in the age to come, the church seeks to exemplify and 
model that between Jew and Gentile in this age. 

Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, 
because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make 
Israel envious.  12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their 
loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness 
bring!  13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the 
Gentiles, I make much of my ministry  14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse 
my own people to envy and save some of them.  15 For if their rejection is the 
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reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 
… 25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may 
not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full 
number of the Gentiles has come in.  26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from 
Jacob.  27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins."  28 As 
far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as 
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs,  29 for God's 
gifts and his call are irrevocable. (NIV Romans 11:11-29) 

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light.  13 Let us behave decently, as in the 
daytime… 14:1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 
disputable matters.  2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything… 5 One man 
considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day 
alike… 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down 
on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat… 15 Do not by 
your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died.  16 Do not allow what you 
consider good to be spoken of as evil.  17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter 
of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,   
18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and 
approved by men.  19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to 
peace and to mutual edification… 22 Blessed is the man who does not condemn 
himself by what he approves.  23 But the man who has doubts is condemned if 
he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come 
from faith is sin. 15:1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 
weak and not to please ourselves… 5 May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ 
Jesus… 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf 
of God's truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs  9 so that the 
Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written… (NIV Romans 13:12-15:9) 

VI. THE ISRAELOCENTRIC GOSPEL 

A. The Scriptures were given by God to reveal himself to fallen humanity.  The core of this self-
disclosure resides in the “names” that God gives himself.  These names reveal his nature and 
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character, which in turn informs how he governs over creation and thus how redemptive history 
unfolds.   Generally these names are not in a vacuum, but rather they are “Israelocentric”.  71 72

Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time men began to call on the 
name of the LORD. (NIV Genesis 4:26) 

There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. (NIV Genesis 
12:8) 

David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, 
but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied." (NIV 1 Samuel 17:45) 

My father David had it in his heart to build a temple for the Name of the LORD, the God 
of Israel. (NIV 1 Kings 8:17) 

The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere your 
glory.  16 For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory… 21 So the name of the 
LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem  22 when the peoples and 
the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD. (NIV Psalm 102:15-22) 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;  23 the LORD has done this, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.  24 This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.  25 O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success.  26 Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the LORD. From the house of the LORD we bless you  
(cf. Mt. 21:9; Mk. 11:9; Lk. 19:38; Jn. 12:13). (NIV Psalm 118:22-26) 

So will it be on the earth and among the nations, as when an olive tree is beaten, or as 
when gleanings are left after the grape harvest.  14 They raise their voices, they shout 
for joy; from the west they acclaim the LORD's majesty.  15 Therefore in the east give 
glory to the LORD; exalt the name of the LORD, the God of Israel, in the islands of the 
sea.  16 From the ends of the earth we hear singing: "Glory to the Righteous One."  
(NIV Isaiah 24:13-16) 

At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will 
gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the 
stubbornness of their evil hearts. (NIV Jeremiah 3:17) 

 “Unfortunately, to many the names God or Lord convey little more than designations of a supreme being. It says little to 71

them about God’s character, His ways, and what God means to each of us as human beings. But in Scripture, the names of God are 
like miniature portraits and promises. In Scripture, a person’s name identified them and stood for something specific. This is especially 
true of God. Naming carried special significance. It was a sign of authority and power. This is evident in the fact that God revealed His 
names to His people rather than allowing them to choose their names for Him… Consequently, from this we can conclude that such 
phrases as “the name of the LORD” or “the name of God” refer to God’s whole character. It was a summary statement embodying the 
entire person of God.” (J. Hampton Keathley, III, “The Names of God,” Bible.org; available from http://bible.org/article/names-god.).

 Though there may be a general reference to “the name of the Lord”, it is assumed in context of the rest of Scripture (cf. 72

Gen. 4:26; 12:8; 13:4; 16:13; 21:33; 26:25; Exod. 20:7; 34:5; Lev. 24:16; Deut. 5:11; 18:5, 7, 22; 21:5; 28:10; 32:3; Jos. 9:9; 1 Sam. 
17:45; 20:42; 2 Sam. 6:2, 18; 1 Ki. 3:2; 5:3, 5; 8:17, 20; 10:1; 18:24, 32; 22:16; 2 Ki. 2:24; 5:11; 1 Chr. 13:6; 16:2; 21:19; 22:7, 19; 2 Chr. 
2:1, 4; 6:7, 10; 18:15; 33:18; Job 1:21; Ps. 7:17; 20:7; 102:15, 21; 113:1ff; 116:4, 13, 17; 118:10ff, 26; 122:4; 124:8; 129:8; 135:1; 148:5, 
13; Prov. 18:10; Isa. 18:7; 24:15; 30:27; 48:1; 50:10; 56:6; 59:19; 60:9; Jer. 11:21; 26:9, 16, 20; 44:16; Joel 2:26, 32; Amos 6:10; Mic. 
4:5; 5:4; Zeph. 3:9, 12; Zech. 13:3; Matt. 21:9; 23:39; Mk. 11:9; Lk. 13:35; 19:38; Jn. 12:13; Acts 2:21; 8:16; 9:28; 19:5, 13, 17; 21:13; 
Rom. 10:13; 1 Co. 5:4; 6:11; Col. 3:17; 2 Tim. 2:19; Jas. 5:10, 14).
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The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD.  32 And everyone who calls on the name of the 
LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as 
the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls. (NIV Joel 2:31-32) 

1. The names of God are traditionally divided into three etymological categories: 

a) YHVH – derivative of verb “to exist, be” (occurs 6,519 times in the OT).  73

(1) YHVH Tsabaot – “Lord-Hosts/Armies” (cf. 1 Sa. 1:11; Ps. 24:10; 80:4; Is. 1:24; 6:5; 
Jer. 9:15; 48:1; Hos. 12:5; Am. 3:13; Mic. 4:4; Hag. 2:6; Zec. 1:3). 

(2) YHVH Roah – “Lord-Shepherd” (cf. Gen. 49:24; Ps. 23:1; 80:1; Ez. 34:2). 

(3) YHVH Rapha – “Lord-Heals” (cf. Ex. 15:26; Jer. 3:22; Is. 30:26; Ps. 103:3). 

(4) YHVH Qanna – “Lord-Jealous” (cf. Ex. 20:5; 34:14; Deut. 4:24; Jos. 24:19). 

b) Elohim – plural form of El, meaning “strong one” (occurs 2,570 times in OT), also used 
in conjunction with YHVH.  74

(1) El Shaddai – “God-Almighty” (cf. Ge. 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; 49:25; Ex. 6:3; Num. 24:6; 
Ruth 1:20; Job; Ps. 22:10; 68:15; 91:1; Is. 13:6; Ez. 1:24; 10:5; Joel 1:15). 

(2) El Elyon – “God-Supreme” (cf. Gen. 14:18ff; Ps. 7:17; 47:2; 57:2; Dan. 7:18ff). 

(3) El Olam – “God-Everlasting” (cf. Gen. 21:33; Ps. 90:1ff; Jer. 10:10; Is. 26:4). 

(4) El Chay – “God-Living” (cf. Deut. 5:26; Jos. 3:10; Ps. 42:2; 84:2; Jer. 10:10) 

(5) El Yesha – “God-Salvation”, (cf. 1 Chr. 16:35; Ps. 65:5; 79:9; 85:4). 

c) Adonai – plural form of Adon, meaning “master, owner” (occurs 434 times in OT—e.g. 
Gen. 18:2; 40:1; Deut. 10:17; Ex. 21:1-6; Josh. 5:14; 1 Sam. 1:15; Ps. 110:1; 136:3), 
also used in conjunction with and substitution for YHVH and Elohim. 

2. Unfortunately, in discussions on the names of God, associations with individuals and 
nation(s) are almost never discussed.  This is the result of the Hellenization of redemptive 
history and even of God Himself.  Thus, the nature of God has become etherealized (e.g. 
immutable, impassible, transcendent, omniscient, omnipresent, etc.) and detached from the 
redemptive history of the earth.  75

3. Thus, the names of God are used to communicate two things: 1) God’s quality of character, 
and 2) God’s redemptive purpose.  The former is generally expressed through the latter, 

 Other infrequent YHVH names include: YHVH Shalom (“Lord-Peace”, Jdg. 6:24), YHVH Yireh (“Lord-Provide”, Gen. 22:14), 73

YHVH Nissi (“Lord-Banner/Miracle”, Ex. 17:15), YHVH Shammah (“Lord-There”, Ez. 48:35), YHVH Tsidkenu (“Lord-Righteousness”, 
Jer. 23:6; 33:16), and YHVH Maccaddeshcem (“Lord-Sanctifier”, Ex. 31:13; Lev. 20:8).

 Other infrequent Elohim derivatives include: El Emeth (“True God”, 2 Chr. 15:3; Jer. 10:10), El Gibbor (“Mighty God”, Is. 9:6, 74

Deut. 10:17), El Kedem (“Eternal God”, Deut. 33:27), El Deot (“Knowing God”, 1 Sam. 2:3), El Rachum (“Compassionate God”, Deut. 
4:31), El Roi (“Seeing God”, Gen. 16:13), El Chasdi (“Faithful God”, Ps. 59:17), El Tsaddik (“Righteous God”, Is. 45:21), Immanu-el 
(“With-us God”, Is. 7:14).

 Note the initial declaration of the nature of God in the Westminster Confession (1647): “There is but one only living and true 75

God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, 
incomprehensible…” (Westminster Confession, “Of God, and of the Holy Trinity,” Chapter 2; available at http://www.carm.org/
westminster-confession.)
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which is expressed through covenant with the agents of the restoration of creation.  In other 
words, God proves the quality of his character by remaining faithful to his creation in 
redemptive history, which plays out in the context of covenant with people(s). 

a) YHVH Elohei Avraham Yitschaq Yaaqob – “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”  76

"I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob (Hb. Elohei Avraham Elohei Yitschaq Elohei Yaaqob)." And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. (ESV Exodus 3:6) 

O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel (Hb. YHVH Elohei Avraham Yitschaq 
Yisrael), let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your 
servant… (NIV 1 Kings 18:36) 

O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Hb. YHVH Elohei Avraham 
Yitschaq Yisrael), our fathers, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the 
hearts of your people, and direct their hearts toward you. (ESV 1 Chronicles 
29:18) 

• But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he 
calls the Lord 'the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.' (NIV Luke 20:37) 

• The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus… (ESV Acts 3:13) 

Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers (Hb. YHVH Elohei abotenu), 
and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. (ESV Deuteronomy 26:7) 

The LORD, the God of their fathers (Hb. YHVH Elohei abotenu), sent word to them 
through his messengers again and again, because he had pity on his people 
and on his dwelling place. (NIV 2 Chronicles 36:15) 

• The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a 
tree.  31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. (ESV Acts 5:30-31) 

• But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I 
worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and 
written in the Prophets… (ESV Acts 24:14) 

 Cf. Gen. 24:12, 27; 26:24; 28:13; 31:29, 42, 53; 32:9; 43:23; 46:3; 49:25; 50:17; Ex. 3:6, 15f; 4:5; 1 Ki. 18:36; 1 Chr. 28:9; 76

29:18; 2 Chr. 30:6; Ps. 47:9; Mt. 22:32; Mk. 12:26; Lk. 20:37; Acts 3:13; 7:32. 
Likewise, note the repetition of the phrase “God of our/their/your fathers” (Ex. 3:13, 15f; 4:5; Deut. 1:11, 21; 4:1; 6:3; 12:1; 

26:7; 27:3; 29:25; Jos. 18:3; Jdg. 2:12; 1 Chr. 5:25; 12:17; 29:20; 2 Chr. 7:22; 11:16; 13:12ff; 14:4; 15:12; 19:4; 20:6, 33; 24:18, 24; 
28:6ff; 29:5; 30:7, 22; 34:32f; 36:15; Ezr. 7:27; 8:28; 10:11; Acts 3:13; 5:30; 7:32; 22:14; 24:14.)
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b) YHVH Elohei Yisrael – “LORD God of Israel”  77

Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel (Hb. YHVH Elohei Yisrael), "Let my people 
go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness." (ESV Exodus 5:1) 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel 
went up,  10 and they saw the God of Israel (Hb. Elohei Yisrael). (ESV Exodus 
24:9-10) 

And now, LORD God… do as you promised,  26 so that your name will be great 
forever. Then men will say, "The LORD Almighty is God over Israel! (Hb. YHVH 
Sabbaoth Elohim al-Yisrael)" And the house of your servant David will be 
established before you.  27 O LORD Almighty, God of Israel (Hb. YHVH Sabbaoth 
Elohei Yisrael), you have revealed this to your servant, saying, "I will build a 
house for you." So your servant has found courage to offer you this prayer.  
(NIV 2 Samuel 7:25-27) 

Yet the LORD, the God of Israel (Hb. YHVH Elohei Yisrael), chose me from my 
whole family to be king over Israel forever… 5 he has chosen my son Solomon 
to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. (NIV 1 Chronicles 
28:4-5) 

Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your 
righteousness… 8 He will rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of 
the earth… 17 May his name endure forever; may it continue as long as the sun. 
All nations will be blessed through him, and they will call him blessed.  18 Praise 
be to the LORD God, the God of Israel (Hb. YHVH Elohim Elohei Yisrael), who 
alone does marvelous deeds.  19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. (NIV Psalm 72:1-19) 

• The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made 
well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 
(NIV Matthew 15:31) 

• Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has 
redeemed his people.  69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David  70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long 
ago),  71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us--   
72 to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant,  73 the 
oath he swore to our father Abraham… (NIV Luke 1:68-73) 

c) YHVH Adon kol-haerets – “LORD Lord of All the Earth”  78

 Cf. Exod. 5:1; 24:10; 32:27; 34:23; Num. 16:9; Jos. 7:13, 19f; 8:30; 9:18f; 10:40, 42; 13:14, 33; 14:14; 22:16, 24; 24:2, 23; 77

Jdg. 4:6; 5:3, 5; 6:8; 11:21, 23; 21:3; Ruth 2:12; 1 Sam. 1:17; 2:30; 5:7f, 10f; 6:3, 5; 10:18; 14:41; 20:12; 23:10f; 25:32, 34; 2 Sam. 7:27; 
12:7; 23:3; 1 Ki. 1:30, 48; 8:15, 17, 20, 23, 25f; 11:9, 31; 14:7, 13; 15:30; 16:13, 26, 33; 17:1, 14; 22:53; 2 Ki. 9:6; 10:31; 14:25; 18:5; 
19:15, 20; 21:12; 22:15, 18; 1 Chr. 4:10; 5:26; 15:12, 14; 16:4, 36; 17:24; 22:6; 23:25; 24:19; 28:4; 29:10; 2 Chr. 2:12; 6:4, 7, 10, 14, 
16f; 11:16; 13:5; 15:4, 13; 20:19; 29:7, 10; 30:1, 5; 32:17; 33:16, 18; 34:23, 26; 36:13; Ezr. 1:3; 3:2; 4:1, 3; 5:1; 6:14, 21f; 7:6, 15; 8:35; 
9:4, 15; Ps. 41:13; 59:5; 68:8, 35; 69:6; 72:18; 106:48; Isa. 17:6; 21:10, 17; 24:15; 29:23; 37:16, 21; 41:17; 45:3, 15; 48:1f; 52:12; Jer. 
7:3, 21; 9:15; 11:3; 13:12; 16:9; 19:3, 15; 21:4; 23:2; 24:5; 25:15, 27; 27:4, 21; 28:2, 14; 29:4, 8, 21, 25; 30:2; 31:23; 32:14f, 36; 33:4; 
34:2, 13; 35:13, 17ff; 37:7; 38:17; 39:16; 42:9, 15, 18; 43:10; 44:2, 7, 11, 25; 45:2; 46:25; 48:1; 50:18; 51:33; Ezek. 8:4; 9:3; 10:19f; 
11:22; 43:2; 44:2; Zeph. 2:9; Mal. 2:16; Matt. 15:31; Lk. 1:68.

 Cf. Jos. 3:11, 13; Ps. 97:5; Is. 54:5; Mic. 4:13; Zech. 4:14; 6:5.78
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This is how you will know that the living God (Hb. El Chay) is among you…  
11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth (Hb. Adon kol-haerets) 
will go into the Jordan ahead of you… 13 And as soon as the priests who carry 
the ark of the LORD-- the Lord of all the earth (Hb. YHVH Adon kol-haerets)-- set 
foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in 
a heap." (NIV Joshua 3:10-13) 

The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of 
the Lord of the whole earth (Hb. Adon kol-haerets).  6 The heavens declare His 
righteousness, and all the peoples have seen His glory… 8 Zion heard this and 
was glad, and the daughters of Judah have rejoiced because of Your judgments, 
O LORD.  9 For You are the LORD Most High (Hb. YHVH Elyon) over all the earth; 
You are exalted far above all gods. (NASB Psalm 97:5-9) 

Rise and thresh, O Daughter of Zion, for I will give you horns of iron; I will give 
you hoofs of bronze and you will break to pieces many nations. You will devote 
their ill-gotten gains to the LORD, their wealth to the Lord of all the earth (Hb. 
Adon kol-haerets).  5:1 Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid 
against us. They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod.  2 But you, 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of 
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of 
old, from ancient times. (NIV Micah 4:13-5:2) 

Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for 
joy, you who were never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate 
woman than of her who has a husband, says the LORD (cf. Gal. 4)… 5 For your 
Maker is your husband-- the LORD Almighty (Hb. YHVH Tsabaot) is his name-- 
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth 
(Hb. Elohei kol-haerets)… 11 O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not comforted, 
I will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with sapphires.  12 I 
will make your battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and all 
your walls of precious stones. (cf. Rev. 21:2-21) (NIV Isaiah 54:1-12) 

Again I asked him, "What are these two olive branches beside the two gold 
pipes that pour out golden oil?" … 14 So he said, "These are the two who are 
anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth (Hb. Adon kol-haerets)." (cf. Rev. 11:4) 
(NIV Zechariah 4:12-14) 

• The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands… 26 He made from one 
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth… 30 God is now 
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  31 because He has 
fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man 
whom He has appointed… (NASB Acts 17:24-31) 

• But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify (cf. Is. 45:24f; 54:17; 61:10; Jer. 23:6; 
33:16; Dan. 9:24; etc.).  22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who believe (cf. Jew and Gentile, v.9). There is no difference,  
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 29 Is God the God of 
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Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too,  30 since 
there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through that same faith. (NIV Romans 3:22-30) 

4. God is proven as Almighty, Supreme, Lord, Mighty, Faithful, Shepherd, Savior, Healer, etc. 
in the context of fulfilling his covenants as the God of Abraham, Israel, David, Jesus, and 
the nations.  In this way, God’s nature could be spoken of as “Israelocentric”, as the nature 
of redemptive history and the Day of the Lord are “Israelocentric”. 

B. The gospel of the kingdom and resurrection was thus understood as “Israelocentric”.  The 
Messiah will return to Jerusalem (cf. Ps. 2:6; 48:2; 110:2; Is. 59:20; Rom. 11:26), establish his 
throne in the Temple (Is. 2:2; Ez. 43:7; Zech. 6:12; Mal. 3:1; Mt. 21:23), restore the Davidic 
kingdom to Israel (Is. 9:7; 11:10; Jer. 23:5; Ez. 37:24; Acts 1:6), and bless all the nations of the 
earth (cf. Ps. 72:17; Is. 25:7; Zech. 9:10; Rom. 15:9ff) by cleansing and rewarding the 
righteous while judging and destroying the wicked (cf. Is. 40:10; 59:18; 62:11; Mt. 16:27; Rev. 
11:18). 

From the west, men will fear the name of the LORD, and from the rising of the sun, 
they will revere his glory. For he will come like a pent-up flood that the breath of the 
LORD drives along.  20 The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent 
of their sins… 60:1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD 
rises upon you… 3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn… 11 Your gates will always stand open, they will never be shut, day or night, so 
that men may bring you the wealth of the nations-- their kings led in triumphal 
procession… 19 The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of 
the moon shine on you, for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will 
be your glory… 21 Then will all your people be righteous and they will possess the land 
forever… 22 The least of you will become a thousand, the smallest a mighty nation. I 
am the LORD; in its time I will do this swiftly. (NIV Isaiah 59:16-60:22) 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  11 It shone with the glory 
of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as 
crystal.  12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the 
gates (cf. Is. 54:11-12). On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel… 22 I did not see a temple (Gk. naos) in the city, because the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are its temple (cf. Jer. 3:16).  23 The city does not need the sun or the 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  24 The 
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.  
25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  26 The glory 
and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, 
nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb's book of life. (NIV Revelation 21:10-27) 

• <3485> nao,j naos {nah-os'}  

Meaning:  1) used of the temple at Jerusalem, but only of the sacred edifice (or 
sanctuary) itself, consisting of the Holy place and the Holy of Holies (in classical Greek it 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 11: The Israelocentric Missiology of the Church                  Page  of 139 159

is used of the sanctuary or cell of the temple, where the image of gold was placed which 
is distinguished from the whole enclosure)  79

Origin:  from a primary naio (to dwell); TDNT - 4:880,625; n m 

Usage:  AV - temple 45, a shrine 1; 46  80

1. Jesus assumes this understanding of the gospel by referring to himself as the “King of 
Israel” (Jn. 1:49; 12:13; Mt. 27:42; Mk. 15:32); moreover, Jesus is consistently referred to in 
the narratives as “King of the Jews” (Mt. 2:2; 27:11, 29, 37; Mk. 15:2, 9, 12, 18, 26; Lk. 
23:3, 37f; Jn. 18:33, 39; 19:3, 19, 21). 

Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel."  50 Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. 
You shall see greater things than that." (NIV John 1:49-50) 

They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!"  14 Jesus 
found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written… (NIV John 12:13-14) 

2. Jesus also promised his Jewish disciples that they would sit on twelve thrones ruling over 
the twelve tribes of Israel in the resurrection (cf. Mt. 19:28; Mt. 20:21; Lk. 22:30). 

I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel…  29 and will inherit eternal life. (NIV Matthew 19:28-29) 

And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me,  30 so that 
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. (NIV Luke 22:29-30) 

3. Before and after the Ascension, the apostles reflect an Israelocentric posture of 
expectation, waiting for the return of Jesus to the Temple to restore the kingdom to Israel 
(cf Lk. 24:53; Acts 1:8ff; 2:46; 5:42; etc.). 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.  52 Then 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. (NIV Luke 24:51-53) 

• He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God… 6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" (NIV Acts 1:3-6) 

• Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  47 praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. (NIV Acts 2:46-47) 

 The Gk. hieron is used to refer to the Temple complex as a whole (cf. Matt. 4:5; 12:5f; 21:12, 14f, 23; 24:1; 26:55; Mk. 11:11, 79

15f, 27; 12:35; 13:1, 3; 14:49; Lk. 2:27, 37, 46; 4:9; 18:10; 19:45, 47; 20:1; 21:5, 37f; 22:52f; 24:53; Jn. 2:14f; 5:14; 7:14, 28; 8:2, 20, 59; 
10:23; 11:56; 18:20; Acts 2:46; 3:1ff, 8, 10; 4:1; 5:20f, 24f, 42; 19:27; 21:26ff; 22:17; 24:6, 12, 18; 25:8; 26:21; 1 Co. 9:13).

 Matt. 23:16f, 21, 35; 26:61; 27:5, 40, 51; Mk. 14:58; 15:29, 38; Lk. 1:9, 21f; 23:45; Jn. 2:19ff; Acts 17:24; 19:24; 1 Co. 3:16f; 80

6:19; 2 Co. 6:16; Eph. 2:21; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 3:12; 7:15; 11:1f, 19; 14:15, 17; 15:5f, 8; 16:1, 17; 21:22.
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4. Before the baptism of the Gentiles in the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 10:44; 11:21), the apostles 
universally assumed the resurrection and the kingdom to be reserved only for the Jews and 
those Gentiles who were proselytes. 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven… 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to 
you… 22 Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles… 36 Therefore let all Israel be assured of this…" (NIV Acts 
2:5-36) 

Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this… 13 The God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus…  
19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out,  20 that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the 
Christ appointed for you, Jesus. (ESV Acts 3:12-20) 

Rulers and elders of the people… 10 know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised 
from the dead, that this man stands before you healed… 12 Salvation is found in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must 
be saved. (NIV Acts 4:8-12) 

We must obey God rather than men!  30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from 
the dead-- whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  31 God exalted him to his 
own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness 
of sins to Israel.  32 We are witnesses of these things… (NIV Acts 5:29-32) 

5. The inclusion of Gentiles in the resurrection without Jewish conversion was startling and 
initially confusing.  However, it was gradually understood that this was the means by which 
the Gentiles would be blessed by Abraham and his Seed in the resurrection.  The Gentiles 
would be justified through faith in the Cross and be resurrected along with the descendants 
of Abraham.  81

"You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all…" 44 While Peter was still speaking 
these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. (NIV Acts 10:36-45) 

The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God.  2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him… 17 "So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?"   
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 
"So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."  19 Now those 
who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as 

 The urgency of Pauline literature concerning the salvation of the Gentiles must be understood in context to the dominant 81

understanding that the Gentiles had been shut out from inclusion in the kingdom and resurrection.  The prominence of the Jewish 
people in the Scriptures was never questioned, only added to and expounded upon.
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far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews.  20 Some of 
them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak 
to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. (NIV Acts 11:1-20) 

On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down… 16 "Men of Israel and 
you Gentiles who worship God, listen to me!  17 The God of the people of Israel 
chose our fathers… 26 Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing 
Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent… 32 We tell you the 
good news: What God promised our fathers  33 he has fulfilled for us, their children, 
by raising up Jesus." … 43 When the congregation was dismissed, many of the 
Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas… 46 Then Paul 
and Barnabas answered them (abusive Jews) boldly: "We had to speak the word of 
God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of 
eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. (NIV Acts 13:14-46) 

• Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.  8 And the 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed."  
9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of 
faith. (ESV Galatians 3:7-9) 

• Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles 
too,  30 since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and 
the uncircumcised through that same faith… 4:1 What then shall we say that 
Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? … 9 Is this blessedness only 
for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? … 11 So then, he is the father 
of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness 
might be credited to them.  12 And he is also the father of the circumcised who not 
only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father 
Abraham had before he was circumcised… 16 Therefore, the promise comes by 
faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's 
offspring-- not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the 
faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.  17 As it is written: "I have made you a 
father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed-- the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as 
though they were. (NIV Romans 3:29-4:17) 

6. This led to an immediate confusion concerning how to disciple these newly converted 
Gentiles.  The Council of Jerusalem reveals the perceived relationship between Gentile 
believers and Jewish believers.  Everyone would be discipled in the righteousness of the 
age to come, while Gentiles would be spared discipleship in the signs of the righteousness 
of the age to come (e.g. circumcision, dietary law, calendar, etc.). 

On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had 
done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.  28 And 
they stayed there a long time with the disciples.  15:1 Some men came down from 
Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, 
according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved."  2 This brought 
Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas 
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were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the 
apostles and elders about this question… 5 Then some of the believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be 
circumcised and required to obey the law of Moses."  6 The apostles and elders met 
to consider this question… 13 When they finished, James spoke up: "Brothers, 
listen to me.  14 Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by 
taking from the Gentiles a people for himself.  15 The words of the prophets are in 
agreement with this, as it is written:  16 'After this I will return and rebuild David's 
fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it,  17 that the remnant of men 
may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who 
does these things'  18 that have been known for ages.  19 It is my judgment, 
therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to 
God.  20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted 
by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from 
blood.  21 For Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is 
read in the synagogues on every Sabbath."  22 Then the apostles and elders, with 
the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas… 23 With them they sent the following letter: The 
apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and 
Cilicia: Greetings… 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you 
with anything beyond the following requirements:  29 You are to abstain from food 
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual 
immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell… 35 Paul and Barnabas 
remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of 
the Lord. (NIV Acts 14:27-15:35) 

VII. THE THREE-FOLD ISRAELOCENTRIC MISSIOLOGY OF THE CHURCH 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. (NIV Acts 2:42) 

A. Worship 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  47 praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. (NIV Acts 2:46-47) 

1. In light of the Day of the Lord, the apostles lived out their hope in the return of Jesus by 
continually meeting together in the temple courts.  This is because they held to the 
Scriptures and believed nothing beyond what was written in the Law and Prophets, 
faithfully holding to the Israelocentric hope of the age to come. 

I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets,   
15 and I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection 
of both the righteous and the wicked. (NIV Acts 24:14-15) 

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,   
9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.   
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to 
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come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care,  11 trying to find out the 
time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. (NIV 1 Peter 
1:8-11) 

Because of that, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by 
the prophets. Pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a light 
shining in a dark place-- until the day Christ appears and his brilliant light shines 
in your hearts.  20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy in Scripture 
ever came from the prophets themselves… (NLT 2 Peter 1:19-21) 

2. Moreover, they continually broke bread in their homes in expectation of the return of the 
Jesus and the Day of the Lord.  This symbolic act was at the heart of their worship and 
messianic hope. 

I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I tell you, 
I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God… 18 I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes… 19 This is my 
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me… 29 And I confer on you a 
kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me,  30 so that you may eat and drink 
at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
(NIV Luke 22:15-30) 

In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm 
than good… 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat… 26 For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes.  27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  
28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the 
cup… 31 But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.  32 When 
we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be 
condemned with the world. (NIV 1 Corinthians 11:17-32) 

B. Discipleship 

1. New believers were discipled in the apostles’ teachings, which were simply expositions of 
the Law and Prophets, which in turn were inherently Israelocentric.   

From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God 
and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the 
Prophets… 30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and 
welcomed all who came to see him.  31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached 
the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV Acts 28:23-31) 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 
because you know those from whom you learned it,  15 and how from infancy you 
have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17 so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (NIV 2 Timothy 3:14-17) 
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2. Jew and Gentile alike were called to conformity to the light of the age to come. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.  12 The night is far 
gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light.  13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and 
jealousy.  14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires. (ESV Romans 13:11-14) 

For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is 
an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God… 7 Therefore 
do not be partners with them.  8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord. Live as children of light  9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth)  10 and find out what pleases the Lord.  11 Have 
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  
(NIV Ephesians 5:5-11) 

But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a 
thief.  5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the 
night or to the darkness.  6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let 
us be alert and self-controlled… 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-
controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a 
helmet.  9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 5:4-9) 

C. Evangelism 

1. As the gospel was seen to be Israelocentric, so also was its proclamation in the ministry of 
the church understood as Israelocentric.  It was not just good “missiological strategy” to 
preach first to the Jews; it was right procedure in light of the gospel. 

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  17 For in the gospel a 
righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to 
last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." (NIV Romans 1:16-17) 

God "will give to each person according to what he has done."  7 To those who by 
persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal 
life… 9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first 
for the Jew, then for the Gentile;  10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who 
does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. (NIV Romans 2:6-10) 

a) Jesus and the apostles preached the good news only to Jews. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among 
the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  6 Go rather to the lost sheep 
of Israel.  7 As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is 
near.'" (NIV Matthew 10:5-7) 

A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of 
David, have mercy on me! … 23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples 
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came to him and urged him, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us."  
24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel."  25 The woman 
came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said.  26 He replied, "It is not 
right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."  27 "Yes, Lord," she 
said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."   
28 Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted." (NIV Matthew 15:22-28) 

b) Likewise, the apostles always went to the Jewish synagogues first, even after God 
showed that he was making a people for himself from among the Gentiles. 

When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues… 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath 
they entered the synagogue… 14:1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual 
into the Jewish synagogue… 17:1 they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
Jewish synagogue.  2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue… 10 On 
arriving there (Berea), they went to the Jewish synagogue… 16 While Paul was 
waiting for them in Athens… he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 
the God-fearing Greeks… 18:1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth…  
4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and 
Greeks… 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul… went into the synagogue and 
reasoned with the Jews… 28:17 Three days later he called together the leaders of 
the Jews (in Rome)… 24 Some were convinced by what he said, but others would 
not believe. (NIV Acts 13:5, 14; 14:1; 17:1f, 10, 16f; 18:1, 4, 19; 28:17, 24) 

2. The apostles refer to this Jewish priority in evangelism as “necessary” (Acts 13:46) and a 
“responsibility” (Acts 18:6), revealing the covenantal obligation to the Jews in light of their 
destiny and responsibility in the age to come. 

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, "It was necessary that the word 
of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. (ESV Acts 13:46) 

Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue… testifying to the Jews that Jesus 
was the Christ.  6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook 
out his clothes in protest and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I 
am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles." (NIV Acts 
18:4-6) 

3. The apostolic ministry maintained the burden of Jewish evangelism, which was 
progressively lost as the church became Hellenized.  As in Ancient Near Eastern culture, 
the father of a house longs for all of his children to be reconciled, but concerning the 
inheritance of his estate, it is imperative/burdensome that the eldest son be restored, since 
he will ultimately be responsible for managing the household. 

I speak the truth in Christ-- I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy 
Spirit--  2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  3 For I could wish 
that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those 
of my own race,  4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the 
divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the 
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promises.  5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry 
of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. (NIV Romans 9:1-5) 

I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make 
much of my ministry  14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to 
envy and save some of them.  15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the 
world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? (NIV Romans 11:1-15) 
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Class 12: The Messianic Allegiance of the Church Unto 
Martyrdom 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In light of the Day of the Lord being near (cf. Rom. 13:12; Phil. 4:5; Heb. 10:25; Jam. 5:8; 1 Pe. 
4:7; 2 Pe. 3:3ff) patient enduring faith in God, his Messiah, and the restoration of all things is 
the foundation of the church’s mission in this age  (cf. 1 Cor. 1:7; Phil. 3:20; 1 Thess. 1:10; Tit. 
2:13; Heb. 9:28; Jam. 5:8; 2 Pe. 3:12; Jude 1:21). 

But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit;  
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that leads to eternal life. (ESV Jude 1:20-21) 

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who live on the earth-- to every nation, tribe, language and people.  7 He said in a 
loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has 
come…"  12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's 
commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. (NIV Revelation 14:6-12) 

B. However, in context to the Day of the Lord the church is also called to faithfully witness to 
Jesus and the judgment to come.  This witness is essentially amnestic in nature, representing 
the kindness and long-suffering of the Lord toward the wicked. 

The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  47 and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things. (NIV Luke 24:46-48) 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify (cf. Acts 1:8) that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  43 All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name. (NIV Acts 10:42-43) 

C. This amnestic witness is most perfectly expressed in martyrdom, which the church must 
embrace wholeheartedly at the end of the age as wickedness finds full expression.  The 
Scriptures clearly declare that global martyrdom is the glorious destiny of the end-time church. 

As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them,  22 until 
the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most 
High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom. (NIV Daniel 7:21-22) 

He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was 
given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.  8 All inhabitants of the 
earth will worship the beast… (NIV Revelation 13:7-8) 

I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the 
Lamb… 13 Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes-- who are they, and 
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where did they come from?"  14 I answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are 
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (NIV Revelation 7:9-14) 

1. The loss of focus and theology concerning martyrdom after the Constantinian Shift is in 
direct relation to assimilation of Platonism into the Christian worldview.  As such the 
essential amnestic witness of the Church was lost, and likewise the essential meaning of 
martyrdom itself was lost. 

2. Within a Platonic worldview, the mission of God, and therefore of the church, is either 
dominionistic (if sovereignty is emphasized) or escapist (if salvation is emphasized).  
Therefore martyrdom is either seen as: 1) a failure (cf. dominionism), since God/church has 
failed in establishing sovereignty over injustice, or 2) a waste (cf. escapism), since God/
church has lost another worker unto saving souls. 

3. Within a Biblical worldview, the mission of God, and therefore of the church, is amnestic 
which supplies inherent meaning to the event of martyrdom (if the intentions are actually 
motivated by the same loving intentions as God). 

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that 
wage war against the soul.  12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, 
so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds 
and glorify God when he comes to judge.  13 For the Lord's sake accept the 
authority of every human institution, whether of the emperor as supreme… 15 For it 
is God's will that by doing right you should silence the ignorance of the foolish…  
18 Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those 
who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh.  19 For it is a credit to you if, 
being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.  20 If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when 
you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval.  21 For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
should follow in his steps. (NRSV 1 Peter 2:11-21) 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal… 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and 
surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
(NIV 1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

II. THE FAITHFUL WITNESS 

A. The faithful witness to the judgment of the Day of the Lord and God’s long-suffering kindness 
in restraining from judgment is typified in the martyrdom of his own Son for the forgiveness of 
the sins of his enemies. 

When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the 
criminals-- one on his right, the other on his left.  34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they are doing." (NIV Luke 23:33-34) 

For God so loved the world (cf. wicked) that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (NIV John 3:14-16) 
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For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one 
will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would 
dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (NASB Romans 5:6-8) 

1. This restrain from judgment in light of the greatest injustice in history is the central aspect of 
the early apostolic witness to those who had martyred Jesus. 

This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men… 34 For David did not ascend 
into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right 
hand,  35 until I make your enemies your footstool."  36 Let all the house of Israel 
therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified. (ESV Acts 2:23-36) 

The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.  14 But you denied the Holy 
and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,  15 and you 
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses… 17 And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 
your rulers… 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out. 
(ESV Acts 3:13-19) 

Rulers of the people and elders… 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the 
people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead- by him this man is standing before you well.   
11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone (cf. Ps. 118:22). (ESV Acts 4:8-11) 

2. This restrain from vengeance is exemplified in the first apostolic martyrdom in the Book of 
Acts.  Stephen’s final declaration reveals the deepest drive and agenda of his heart. 

You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your 
fathers… 52 Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even 
killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have 
betrayed and murdered him… 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the 
top of their voices, they all rushed at him,  58 dragged him out of the city and began 
to stone him… 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed… "Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he fell asleep. (NIV Acts 7:51-60) 

3. Those saints and prophets who were shamefully treated throughout the scriptures are 
honored as those with the greatest faith in the age to come and thus exemplifying the heart 
of the Lord in this age (cf. Heb. 11). 

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light (concerning the 
messianic age), when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of 
suffering.  33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at 
other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.  34 You 
sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your 
property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting 
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possessions (in the resurrection).  35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be 
richly rewarded.  36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of 
God (as a witness), you will receive what he has promised (i.e. kingdom).  37 For in 
just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay.  38 But my 
righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with 
him."  39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those 
who believe and are saved. 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope (cf. the 
kingdom) for and certain of what we do not see.  2 This is what the ancients were 
commended for… 35 Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they 
might gain a better resurrection.  36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison.  37 They were stoned; they were sawed in 
two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated--  38 the world was not worthy of 
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground.  39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised.  40 God had planned something better for us so that only 
together with us would they be made perfect (in the resurrection).  12:1 Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses (to God’s long-
suffering), let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  2 Let us fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith (in the resurrection, cf. 2:10), 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men (out of love for them), so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.  4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point 
of shedding your blood (in martyrdom). (NIV Hebrews 10:32-12:4) 

4. Paul thus considers it an honor to face martyrdom since his life goal was to witness to the 
long-suffering of God in the Cross. 

And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there.  23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that 
prison and hardships are facing me.  24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to 
me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.  25 Now I know that none of 
you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again.  
26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men.  27 For 
I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God (cf. the sufferings of 
Christ before the glories of Christ, cf. Lk. 24:26; Acts 3:18; 17:3; 1 Pe. 1:11). (NIV Acts 
20:22-27) 

5. Jesus himself exemplifies the witness of Antipas, and his martyrdom, as service unto the 
praise of God the Father’s long-suffering. 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come (i.e. 
Father), and from the seven spirits (“sevenfold Spirit” NLT) before his throne,  5 and 
from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins 



BIBLICAL PRAXIS OF MISSION
Class 12: The Messianic Allegiance of the Church Unto Martyrdom                 Page  of 151 159

by his blood,  6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father. (NIV Revelation 1:4-6) 

I know where you live-- where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my 
name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my 
faithful witness, who was put to death in your city. (NIV Revelation 2:13) 

6. The capstone of the “two witnesses” of Revelation is their own embodiment of their 
testimony. 

"I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth." … 7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast 
that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them…  
11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. (NIV Revelation 
11:3-11) 

B. As the definitive prophetical witness of the end of this age, Matthew 24 clearly spells out the 
purpose of the Church in the face of the culmination of human rebellion. 

1. As humanity rejects God in unison, represented by the “abomination that causes 
desolations” (v.15), the nations rage against those who represent God.  As we have seen, 
this representation is essentially amnestic in nature and prophetical concerning the 
judgment to come. 

Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations because of me. (NIV Matthew 24:9) 

2. In light of the universal martyrdom of the Church, the church is called to remain faithful in 
prayer, faith and proclamation, patiently enduring to the end of this age. 

At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each 
other… 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,  
13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. (NIV Mt. 24:10-13) 

3. As the Church remains faithful in her faith, she is called to likewise remain faithful in her 
testimony of the coming wrath and God’s present kindness and patience.  This will result in 
a climactic global witness to all the nations, typified by a global martyrdom which will be 
God’s final testimony to the nations before the great and terrible Day of the Lord 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come. (NIV Mt. 24:10-13) 

• You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On 
account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them.  
10 And the gospel must first be preached to all nations… 13 All men will hate you 
because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. (NIV Mark 13:9-13) 

• So he began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, 
"You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? … 9 Indeed 
the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire… 17 His winnowing fork is in His 
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hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His 
barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  18 So with many other 
exhortations he preached the gospel to the people. (NASB Luke 3:7-18) 

C. It will be the “filling up in the flesh of the Church what is lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions” 
(Col. 1:24) that will finalize the testimony of God to rebellious humanity, ushering in the Day of 
the Lord. 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,  22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death (at the Cross), in order to present you 
holy and blameless and above reproach before him (at the Day of the Lord),  23 if indeed 
you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 
that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which 
I, Paul, became a minister.  24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake (as Christ did, 
cf. Heb. 12:2; Phil 2:8f), and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church (i.e. long-suffering witness that 
many might be saved, cf. 2 Pe. 3:9),  25 of which I became a minister according to the 
stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known. (ESV Colossians 1:21-25) 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;   
9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  10 We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus (emulating Jesus’ suffering), so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body (in the resurrection).  11 For we who are alive are 
always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in 
our mortal body… 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from 
the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence (at the 
Day of the Lord).  15 All this is for your benefit (cf. Col. 1:24), so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of 
God.  16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away (in 
suffering and persecution), yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day (in faith and 
hope in the resurrection).  17 For our light and momentary troubles (emulating Jesus) are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all (in the resurrection).  
(NIV 2 Corinthians 4:8-17) 

1. The church is called to embrace suffering and martyrdom wholeheartedly as an expression 
of service to the Great Martyr, Jesus, who died for the salvation of sinners (cf. Mt. 20:28; 
Lk. 19:10; 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 Jn. 3:8). 

I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died 
with him (in this age), we will also live with him (in the resurrection);  12 if we endure 
(in this age), we will also reign with him (in the kingdom). If we disown him (in this 
age), he will also disown us (in the judgment);  13 if we are faithless (in this age), he 
will remain faithful (in the judgment), for he cannot disown himself. (NIV 2 Timothy 
2:10-13) 

Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  18 I 
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consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. (NIV Romans 8:17-18) 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will 
know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the 
gospel  28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a 
sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved-- and that by 
God.  29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for him,  30 since you are going through the same struggle 
you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. (NIV Philippians 1:27-30) 

I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ… 10 that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;   
11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. (NASB Philippians 
3:8-11) 

2. To pledge allegiance to God, who is essentially long-suffering, we must also pledge 
allegiance to the consequences of that long-suffering, which has always been the suffering 
and martyrdom of the prophets. 

Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of Me.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in 
heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. (NASB Matthew 5:11-12) 

For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in 
Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those 
churches suffered from the Jews,  15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out. (NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:14-15) 

3. The key to “overcoming the world” is the embracing of martyrdom at the heart level.  
Without a fundamental commitment to representing God, even unto death, the world will 
still have sway over the church with the threat of death. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the 
authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before 
our God day and night, has been hurled down (as a sign of the imminent judgment, cf. 
Is. 34:5-8; Hag. 2:6-7).  11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony (cf. the suffering of the Messiah before the judgment of the 
Messiah); they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.  
(NIV Revelation 12:10-11) 

4. The great “falling away” (Mt. 24:10) of the church will ultimately be because of a lack of 
embracing suffering and martyrdom in this age. 

He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a 
mark on his right hand or on his forehead,  17 so that no one could buy or sell 
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unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. 
(NIV Revelation 13:16-17) 

"If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead 
or on the hand,  10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury… He will be 
tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the 
Lamb…"  12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey 
God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. (NIV Revelation 14:9-12) 

• As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
(concerning the kingdom) and immediately receives it with joy,  21 yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on 
account of the word, immediately he falls away. (ESV Matthew 13:20-21) 

D. The testimony of God to humanity, typified in the completion of the martyrdom of the saints, is 
the primary measuring rod of redemptive history.  In other words, the completion of redemptive 
history happens in context to the completion of the testimony of God, which is typified through 
the completion of martyrdom. 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.  10 They 
called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge 
the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood (cf. Day of the Lord)?"  11 Then each 
of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been 
was completed. (NIV Revelation 6:9-11) 

1. Like the intercession of the martyred saints under the altar (Rev. 6:10), so also the 
intercessions of the global martyrdom release the temporal judgments, which in turn 
causes the nations to rage and persecute the saints, which releases greater temporal 
judgments, etc.  This escalating the testimony crescendos to the end of redemptive history 
at the Day of the Lord, when God brings the amnestic mandate to an end.   

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and in front of the Lamb… 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs 
to our God (cf. Rev. 12:10; 19:1), who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." … 14 he 
(one of the elders) said, "These are they who have come out of the great 
tribulation…" 8:1 When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour… 3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at 
the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on 
the golden altar before the throne.  4 The smoke of the incense, together with the 
prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's hand.  5 Then the angel 
took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there 
came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake.  
(NIV Revelation 7:9-8:5) 

2. The dominant theme of the Book of Revelation, besides the temporal judgments of God, is 
the culmination of wickedness upon the earth expressed in the persecution of the saints—
cf. the persecution of the churches (2:9, 13; 3:9); the slain souls under the altar (6:9); the 
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great multitude of martyrs from every nation (7:14), the two witnesses (11:7), the 
“destroying those that destroy the earth” at the seventh trumpet (11:18), those that “love not 
their lives unto death” (12:11), the dragon makes war upon those that hold to the testimony 
of Jesus (12:17), the beast is given power “to make war upon the saints and to conquer 
them” (13:7), the patient endurance of the saints in light of the mark of the beast (14:12), 
the harvesting of the earth’s righteous (14:16), those beside the sea of glass “victorious 
over the beast” (15:2), the cause of the bowls of wrath (16:6), the drunkenness of Harlot 
Babylon on the blood of the saints (17:6), the judgment of Harlot Babylon for the way she 
treated the saints (18:20), the rejoicing of the multitude in heaven for the avenging of the 
blood of the saints (19:2), and the vindication of the martyrs in the Kingdom (20:4). 

I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, 
those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number 
of his name. They held harps given them by God  3 and sang the song of Moses the 
servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, 
Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.  4 Who will not 
fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations 
will come and worship before you…" (NIV Revelation 15:2-4) 

Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: "You are just in these 
judgments, you who are and who were, the Holy One, because you have so judged;  
6 for they have shed the blood of your saints and prophets, and you have given 
them blood to drink as they deserve."  7 And I heard the altar respond: "Yes, Lord 
God Almighty, true and just are your judgments." (NIV Revelation 16:5-7) 

And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of 
prostitutes and of earth's abominations."  6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the 
blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. (ESV Revelation 17:5-6) 

"Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! God has 
judged her for the way she treated you."  21 Then a mighty angel picked up a 
boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: "With such 
violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again…  
24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all who have 
been killed on the earth." (NIV Revelation 18:20-24) 

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven 
shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,  2 for true 
and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted 
the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants."  
(NIV Revelation 19:1-2) 

I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for 
Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his 
image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came 
to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (NIV Revelation 20:4) 
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III. THE FALSE WITNESS 

A. A false witness will also arise at the end of the age, which will pervert the witness of the 
gospel.  This false witness will ultimately be designed to avoid the embracing of suffering and 
martyrdom. 

Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated 
by all nations because of me.  10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and 
will betray and hate each other,  11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive 
many people. (NIV Matthew 24:9-11) 

B. The False Witness will be founded upon false ideologies that undermine love unto death.  
Moreover, it will be a history of small denials of the Cross that will culminate in the final denial 
of Jesus in context to the Antichrist. 

1. This False Witness is exemplified in Peter’s confession and subsequent denial.  Peter’s 
“stumbling block”, like many in Israel at that time (cf. 1 Cor. 1:23; 1 Pe. 2:8; Rom. 9:32; Gal. 
5:11), was the rejection of suffering before glory (cf. Lk. 24:26; Acts 3:18; 17:3; 1 Pe. 1:11; 
Heb. 2:10ff). 

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 Jesus 
replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah…"  21 From that time on Jesus 
began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  22 Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"   
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."   
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. (NIV Matthew 16:16-24) 

• Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of me this night…"  
33 Peter answered him, "Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall 
away." 34 Jesus said to him, "Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster 
crows, you will deny me three times." (ESV Matthew 26:31) 

• When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of 
John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs (cf. v.16, 17)… 18 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you 
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will 
dress you and carry you where you do not want to go."  19 (This he said to show 
by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, 
"Follow me." (ESV John 21:15-19) 

• Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,  2 for his judgments 
are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute… and has avenged on her 
the blood of his servants… 6 Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty 
reigns.  7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory (cf. resurrection), for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;  8 it was 
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granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"- for the fine linen is 
the righteous deeds of the saints. (ESV Revelation 19:1-8) 

2. Paul warns believers to avoid those whose lifestyles deny the reality of the Cross. 

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  2 For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient 
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not loving good,  4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  5 having the appearance of godliness, 
but denying its power. Avoid such people. (ESV 2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us.  18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now 
tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.  19 Their end is 
destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set 
on earthly things. (ESV Philippians 3:17-19) 

C. Ultimately, the False Witness will abandon the Cross and everything it communicates.  It will 
seek “riches, honor and long-life” for self, rather than embracing suffering and martyrdom as 
faithful witnesses of God’s long-suffering.  The measure of the Church is its production of 
loving martyrs. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the Word; 
be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great 
patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  4 They will turn 
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But you, keep your head in 
all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist (concerning “his appearing 
and his kingdom”), discharge all the duties of your ministry.  6 For I am already being 
poured out like a drink offering… 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness… and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
9 Do your best to come to me quickly,  10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has 
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. (NIV 2 Timothy 4:1-10) 

D. This is the ultimate danger of ideologies that equate the Kingdom of God with the Church.  If 
the Kingdom is now in the Church, then there is no real impetus for denial of the flesh, seeking 
a greater inheritance in the age to come.  If the Kingdom is now, then the inheritance (i.e. 
prosperity for the righteous) is now, which is the driving force behind the modern Church’s 
insatiable desire for more wealth and power.  This false theology results in a false witness 
concerning Jesus and the Day of the Lord, and it will ultimately result in a great falling away at 
the end of the age. 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.  25 For whoever would save his life (in this age) will lose it (at the Day of the Lord), 
but whoever loses his life for my sake (exemplified in martyrdom) will find it (in the 
resurrection).  26 For what will it profit a man (in the judgment) if he gains the whole world 
(in this age) and forfeits his life (cf. eternal life)? … 27 For the Son of Man is going to 
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come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 
according to what he has done (i.e. in accordance with the will of God as a long-suffering 
witness). (NIV Matthew 16:24-27) 

The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life.  26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. (NIV John 12:24-26) 

E. The false prophetic witness in the OT exemplifies the False Witness at the end of the age. 

I did not send these prophets, yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to 
them, yet they have prophesied.  22 But if they had stood in my council, they would 
have proclaimed my words to my people and would have turned them from their evil 
ways and from their evil deeds. (NIV Jeremiah 23:21-22) 

Then the LORD said to me, "The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I have not 
sent them or appointed them or spoken to them. They are prophesying to you false 
visions, divinations, idolatries and the delusions of their own minds…  15 I did not 
send them, yet they are saying, 'No sword or famine will touch this land.' Those same 
prophets will perish by sword and famine." (NIV Jeremiah 14:14-15) 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders… 7 The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  8 The Lord has sent 
a message against Jacob; it will fall on Israel… 12 Yet for all this, his anger is not 
turned away, his hand is still upraised.  13 But the people have not returned to him who 
struck them, nor have they sought the LORD Almighty.  14 So the LORD will cut off 
from Israel both head and tail, both palm branch and reed in a single day;  15 the elders 
and prominent men are the head, the prophets who teach lies are the tail.  16 Those 
who guide this people mislead them, and those who are guided are led astray.  
(NIV Isaiah 9:6-16) 

For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, 
or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from 
the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough…  13 For such men are false 
apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  14 And no wonder, 
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his 
servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their 
actions deserve. (NIV 2 Corinthians 11:4-15) 




